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SR ... result of past
—_— failures!

“We have failed in the past to adequately
invest into agriculture and rural
development [...]. We have failed to
promote means of agricultural production
that do not deplete soils and do not
exhaust groundwater resources. And we
are failing today to establish well-
functioning and more reliable global
markets for agricultural commodities.™

* UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, A/HRC/13/33/Add.2, p. 4




33:?5@%&: Why a HR approach?

» All States are bound by human rights
standards

* Mechanisms for accountability
—Governments, other actors

—within countries, between countries
(international obligations™, international
solidarity)

» Strategically: neutral approach

* Extraterritorial obligations (ETOs)



3| ) e Land rush - key
e concerns

» Right to adequate standard of living
—Right to food, water, adequate housing

* Right to self-determination
» Right to participate in cultural life
* Right to development

* Right to participate in public affairs, right
to receive information




Example: right to food

« ICESCR 11.2 — ensure freedom from hunger

« Obligations of action
1. Respect
2. Protect
3. Fulfil

* Obligations of process
1. Non-discrimination
2. Adequate progress
3. Participation
4. Effective remedy




§_j.___._ The way forward

* Promote a human rights approach to
investments in agriculture (and natural
resources)

» Address broader issues influencing FDI in
agriculture

 Mandatory and participatory human rights,
social and environmental impact
assessments

—>
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SUEE, Conclusion

* Need for documented and enforceable
policies that promote sustainable
agricultural systems and protect affected
people’s rights to land, water and food

* No time for complacency — if not
addressed, the seeds for future conflicts

will have been planted today
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