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Dear Members, Dear Colleagues, 
 
The Newsletter of the Committee on International Trade is now in its third issue. The aim of this 
Newsletter is to provide you with relevant information on the activities of INTA, including its meetings, 
and on the dossiers currently being treated. We have been very much encouraged by the feedback 
received thus far.  
 
The work of the Committee on International Trade, particularly the legislative work, is steadily 
increasing, in accordance with the new powers conferred on the EP by the Lisbon Treaty. The heavier the 
workload the bigger is the need for close coordination amongst all the parties involved in the legislative 
procedures. The ultimate aim is that the EP delivers a timely, solid and politically-relevant result. I thus 
hope that this Newsletter will be useful in facilitating the information flow and ultimately in 
facilitating everyone's work.  
 

Meanwhile we remain, as always, open to suggestions which will enable us to improve our product in the 
future.  

 
 
 
 
Alberto Rodas Gonzalez 
Head of Unit, INTA Secretariat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editorial: Alberto Rodas Gonzalez 
Coordination: André Corrado, Lenka Opocenska 
Contributions: INTA secretariat, Chairman’s Office, Policy Department, EP Library, DG Trade 

 

 

 

 

Legal disclaimer  
The content of the newsletter is drafted by the INTA Secretariat and is provided for general information 
purposes only. The content is only indicative and subject to changes. The Newsletter may contain links to 
websites that are created and maintained by other organizations. The INTA Secretariat does not necessarily 
endorse the views expressed on these websites. 
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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on Tuesday June 1, 2010 from 
09.00 -12.30 and from 15.00 - 18.30, in room A3G-2. The following items were discussed: 
 

1. Votes  
 

1. Accession of the Member states to the Convention relating to international exhibitions signed 
at Paris on 22 November 1928  
Rapporteur: George Sabin Cutaş (S&D)  

 
 in favour against abstentions 
The recommendation as amended 22 0 2 

 
2. The arrangements for importing fishery and aquaculture products into the EU with a view to 

the future reform of the CFP 
Draftsman: Yannick Jadot (Greens) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
The opinion as amended  23 0 2 

3. Control by Member States of the Commission’s exercise of implementing powers 
Draftsman: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
The opinion as amended  24 2 0 

 
4. European External Action Service (EEAS) 

Draftsman: Jan Zahradil (ECR) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
The opinion as amended  23 1 2 

 
 

2. Corporate and social responsibility in international trade agreements 
 

First exchange of views 
 
The Committee had a first exchange of views on the Own-Initiative Report on Corporate social 
responsibility in international trade agreements (Harlem Désir (S&D)). The debate was introduced by the 
presentation of a working document by the rapporteur, and focused on the importance of the inclusion of 
CSR clauses in trade agreements, on their definition, their nature (voluntary or binding), and on possible 
means of cooperation in case of infringement. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Harlem Désir (S&D) First exchange of views: 01/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: Andreas Maurer Consideration of a draft report: 28-29/09/2010 
Procedure: 2009/2201(INI) - INTA/7/01252 Planned deadline for Ams: 05/10/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 25-26/10/2010  
 Planned adoption in plenary: November 2010 

mailto:andreas.maurer@europarl.europa.eu
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3. Trade and economic relations with Turkey 
 

Consideration of a draft report

The Committee considered the draft report on Trade and economic relations with Turkey. The rapporteur, 
Metin Kazak (ALDE), explained the rationale behind the draft text proposed. Subsequently, several 
Members intervened, expressing general satisfaction with the balanced outlook of the report but also 
debating in more detail issues such as IPR and social and environmental standards, renewable energy and 
the potential and challenges stemming from EU-Turkey bilateral relations. 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Metin Kazak (ALDE) First exchange of views: 27/01/2010 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Consideration of a draft report: 01/06/2010 
Procedure: 2009/2200(INI) – INTA/7/01250 Planned deadline for Ams: 07/06/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 13-14/07/2010  
 Planned adoption in plenary: September I 2010 (tbc) 

 
 

4. Application of certain guidelines in the field of officially supported export credits 
 

First exchange of views
 
The European Union is a Participant in the Arrangement on Guidelines for Officially Supported Export 
Credits. This arrangement has been concluded in the framework of the OECD and has been incorporated 
into European Union law by way of Council Decision. The text included in the proposal came into effect 
already at the beginning of December 2005. 
 
The first exchange of views in the INTA Committee highlighted that export credits may contribute to 
alleviate the credit crunch and that it is essential that the export credit agencies operate on fair competition 
rules. It was also pointed out that export credits can help to make available capital to tackle climate change 
and poverty. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Yannick Jadot (Verts/ALE) Exchange of views: 01/06/2010 and 13-14/07/2010 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Consideration of a draft report: 28-29/09/2010 
Procedure: 2006/0167(COD) – INTA/7/02420 Planned deadline for Ams: 05/10/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 25-26/10/2010  
 Planned adoption in plenary: November/December 2010 

 
Related documents may be found here 

 
 

5. Bilateral safeguard clause in the EU-Korea free trade agreement 
 

Consideration of a draft report 
 
Regarding the Bilateral safeguard clause in the EU-Korea free trade agreement, the rapporteur 
(Pablo Zalba Bidegain (PPE)) explained his amendments. Members expressed their positive feedback on 
how the file had been openly and constructively discussed among groups and agreed that the clause should 
be effective and applicable. The debate focused, among others, on duty draw-backs, investigations in case 
of infringement, their time-frame and consequences, the incorporation of ILO and similar standards into 
the procedure; the regional clause approach and the calendar of the procedure. 

mailto:andre.corrado@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=EN&type_doc=COMfinal&an_doc=2006&nu_doc=0456


 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Pablo Zalba Bidegain (PPE) Exchange of views: 17/03/2010 and 28/04/2010 
Responsible administrator: Andreas Maurer Consideration of a draft report: 01/06/2010 
Procedure: 2010/0032(COD) – INTA/7/02256 Planned deadline for Ams: 07/06/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 22-23/06/2010  
 Planned adoption in plenary: July 2010 

 
Related documents may be found here. 

 
 

6. US-EU Trade relations 
Exchange of views with the Ambassador 

 
INTA Committee held a lively and interesting exchange of views with 
William E. Kennard, U. S. Ambassador to the EU, on EU-US Trade 
Relations during which the Ambassador stressed the importance that the US 
Administration attaches to relations with the EP and its new role under the 
Lisbon Treaty. He underlined the great importance of cooperation to find 
solutions to the economic and financial crisis and the need to improve tools 
such as the TEC and the TLD through a bilateral agenda that focuses on the 
most relevant and timely priorities. Questions related to NTBs, ACTA, DDA, 

FTAs, environmental and social issues etc were also put to the Ambassador. 
 
 

7. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 1215/2009 introducing exceptional trade 
measures for countries and territories participating in or linked to the EU's 
Stabilisation and Association process 

 
Second exchange of views 

The Committee had a second exchange of views on the Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 
1215/2009 introducing exceptional trade measures for countries and territories participating in or linked to 
the EU's Stabilisation and Association process (Vital Moreira (S&D)). The rapporteur received the explicit 
mandate by the Members to address procedurally important articles of the basic regulation that relate to 
delegated and implementing acts. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman) Exchange of views: 28/04/2010 and 01/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: Andreas Maurer Consideration of a draft report: 22-23/06/2010 
Procedure: 2010/0036 (COD) – INTA/7/02328 Planned deadline for Ams: 10/07/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 30/08/2010  
 Planned adoption in plenary: September I 2010 

 
 

Related documents may be found here. 
 

8. Delegation to Brazil, 7-9 April 2010 
 

Presentation of the mission report
 
The Delegation held fruitful meetings with representatives of the Government (Mr Celso Luiz Nunes 
Amorim, Minister of State of External Relations, Mr Miguel Jorge Filho, Minister of State of 
Development, Industry and External Trade, and the State Secretary in charge of IPR) and the Congress 

 5

mailto:andreas.maurer@europarl.europa.eu
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=EN&type_doc=COMfinal&an_doc=2010&nu_doc=0049
mailto:andreas.maurer@europarl.europa.eu
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=EN&type_doc=COMfinal&an_doc=2010&nu_doc=0054
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(Vice-President of the Senate and the Chairs of the competent Parliament Committees) at the highest 
possible level in trade matters.  
 
In São Paulo, the Federation of Industries of the State of Sao Paulo organised a seminar for the Delegation, 
attended by a hundred representatives of selected business community. The delegation also met a group of 
academics and high-level personalities and members of the board of the main Brazilian federations of trade 
union/labour organizations. The visit to a sugar/ethanol mill in Ribeirao Preto led to interesting discussions 
on renewable energy/ethanol, bioelectricity, sustainability and energy dependence in a globalised world. 
 
The visit achieved all its objectives. The timing was perfect and the priority of the first mission of the 
Committee outside the European Union proved to be the right one. 
 
 

9. Repeal of Council Regulation (EC) No 1964/2005 on the tariff rates for bananas 
 

First exchange of views
Please see point 10. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: (S&D) First exchange of views: 01/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: Donatella Pribaz Cons. of a draft report: tbc 
Procedure 2010/0056(COD) – INTA/7/02527 Planned deadline for Ams: tbc  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: tbc 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

 
 

10. Agreements on trade in bananas 
 

First exchange of views
 
The EU’s banana import regime allowed 775,000 tonnes of bananas from ACP countries to enter the EU 
duty-free each year, with a €176 per tonne tariff on bananas from all other exporters. Many Latin American 
countries, which include some of the world’s biggest banana exporters, insisted that this import regime 
illegally discriminated in favour of bananas from ACP countries and violated WTO rules on quantitative 
restrictions. The WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body supported such claims, and the European Union had to 
revise its policies. 
 
Bananas from ACP countries will continue to enjoy duty-free and quota-free access to the EU's market 
under separate trade and development agreements. The main ACP banana-exporting countries will receive 
help from the EU budget to help them adjust to the new tariff. 
 
The effects of the tariff cuts on the EU budget and the extent to which small and medium-size producers 
would be affected were also considered. 

 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: (S&D) First exchange of views: 01/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: Donatella Pribaz Cons. of a draft report: tbc 
Procedure: 2010/0057(NLE)– INTA/7/02529 Planned deadline for Ams: tbc  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: tbc 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

 
 

mailto:%20Donatella.pribaz@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:%20Donatella.pribaz@europarl.europa.eu


11. State of Play on Economic Partnership Agreements 
 

Presentation by the Commission 
 
In 2000 the ACP and EU agreed to conclude new trading arrangements compatible with the WTO rules to 
replace the unilateral regime of trade preferences granted by the EU to imports from the ACP. Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs) are trade agreements negotiated by the European Commission with the 
ACP countries.  
 
Negotiation of the new EPAs was initiated in 2002 with the aim of being concluded by 31 December 2007, 
knowing that, on 1 January 2008, the WTO waiver covering the existing trade arrangements between the 
ACP and the EU would expire. The Caribbean was the only one of the six negotiating ACP groups to 
initial a "full" EPA in the original time-frame. Other countries or groups of countries signed interim-
agreements.  
 
"Interim" EPAs are agreements on trade in goods aimed at preventing a disruption of ACP trade with 
Europe. The Commission made a presentation on the last developments and challenges in the on-going 
negotiations. 
 
 

12. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations (In Camera) 
 

Exchange of views 
 
INTA held an in camera exchange of views on the State of Play on International Trade Negotiations with 
Latin America and Asia, with João Aguiar Machado, Deputy Director-General at DG Trade. Mr. Machado 
gave a presentation, giving an overview of the various ongoing negotiations with the region. Subsequently 
INTA Members put several questions asking for a more detailed feedback regarding various topics, 
particularly the India FTA negotiations. 
 
 

Back to Content
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade will take place on Tuesday June 22, 2010 from 
09.00 -12.30 and from 15.00 - 18.30 and on Wednesday June 23, 2010 from 09.00-12.30, in room ASP 
3G-2. The following items are foreseen on the draft agenda. 
 
 

13. Bilateral safeguard clause in the EU-Korea free trade agreement  
 

Consideration of Amendments and vote
 
The committee will vote on the report by Mr. Pablo Zalba Bidegain (EPP) on the Bilateral safeguard clause 
in the EU-Korea free trade agreement. Following the consideration of the draft opinion 101 amendments 
were submitted. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Pablo Zalba Bidegain (PPE) Exchange of views: 17/03/2010 and 28/04/2010 
Responsible administrator: Andreas Maurer Consideration of a draft report: 01/06/2010 
Procedure: 2010/0032(COD) – INTA/7/02256 Planned deadline for Ams: 07/06/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 22-23/06/2010  
 Planned adoption in plenary: July 2010 

 
Related documents may be found here. 

 
 

14. Macro-Financial assistance for Moldova 
First exchange of views 

 
The European Commission adopted, on 9 June 2010, a proposal for a Parliament and Council decision 
providing macro-financial assistance (MFA) to Moldova in the form of a grant of up to 90 million Euros. 
Moldova is one of the Eastern Partnership countries which has been most heavily affected by the global 
crisis. The MFA is aimed at addressing the consequences of the global financial crisis, at contributing to 
covering the country's external financing needs in 2010 and 2011, and at strengthening the reform 
momentum in Moldova, in supporting the government's economic programme and its efforts towards 
integration with the EU. 
 
 
 

15. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 1215/2009 introducing exceptional trade 
measures for countries and territories participating in or linked to the EU's 
Stabilisation and Association process 

 
Consideration of draft report 

 
The Committee will consider the draft report that contains 12 amendments, mainly addressing the 
necessary alignment of rules for implementing and adjusting the Regulation to the requirements of Articles 
290 and 291 TFEU. 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/inta/inta_20100622_0900.htm
mailto:andreas.maurer@europarl.europa.eu
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=EN&type_doc=COMfinal&an_doc=2010&nu_doc=0049
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman) Exchange of views: 28/04/2010 and 01/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: Andreas Maurer Consideration of a draft report: 22-23/06/2010 
Procedure: 2010/0036 (COD) – INTA/7/02328 Planned deadline for Ams: 10/07/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 30/08/2010  
 Planned adoption in plenary: September I 2010 

 
Related documents may be found here. 

 
 

16. Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 1334/2000 setting up a Community regime for the 
control of exports of dual-use items and technology  

Second exchange of views 

 
The Committee will have a second exchange of views on the proposed amendments to Regulation 
1334/2000. Topics to be addressed in the Report may cover the alignment of the amending regulation to 
the so-called Recast-Regulation of 2009, the categorisation of items as non-sensitive for CGEAs, the 
limitation of the proposed authorisations, the introduction of ex-ante notification and registration 
requirements, safeguards for export authorisation, and a review and reporting clause. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Jorg Leichtfried (S&D) Second exchange of views: 22-23/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: Andreas Maurer Consideration of a draft report: 30/08/2010 
Procedure 2008/0249 (COD) - INTA/7/02426 Planned adoption in INTA: 28-29/09/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Deadline for AMs: 05/09/2010 
 Planned adoption in plenary: October 2010 

 
Related documents may be found here

 
 

17. Indication of the country of origin of certain products imported from third countries 
(Made in) 

 
Second exchange of views 

 
INTA will be holding a second exchange of views on the file concerning the "Indication of the country of 
origin of certain products imported from third countries". A second exchange of views was considered 
necessary in view of the difficulties that this dossier has encountered at the Council, where it has been 
stuck since 2005, before being sent to the EP following the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty. 
Moreover, INTA's recent delegation to Italy, in May 2010, received strong feedback regarding the 
necessity of having such a regulation adopted.   
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (PPE) Exchange of views: 28/04/2010 and 22-23/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Consideration of a draft report: 13-14/07/2010 
Procedure 2005/0254(COD) – INTA/7/02414 Deadline for AMs: 23/07/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 28-29/09/2010 
 Planned adoption in plenary: November/December 2010 

 
Related documents may be found here 

 
 

mailto:andreas.maurer@europarl.europa.eu
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=EN&type_doc=COMfinal&an_doc=2010&nu_doc=0054
mailto:andreas.maurer@europarl.europa.eu
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=EN&type_doc=COMfinal&an_doc=2008&nu_doc=0854
mailto:andre.corrado@europarl.europa.eu
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=EN&type_doc=COMfinal&an_doc=2005&nu_doc=0661
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18. Future direction of EU Trade Policy - "Europe 2020" 
 

Exchange of views with Karel De Gucht
 
The Commission is currently considering how the Union's trade policy can best contribute to achieving the 
objectives of the 'Europe 2020' Strategy. This policy will be a key issue for the European Union to achieve 
sustainable growth and to have its fair share of the recovering global trade. The Commission will conclude 
its work on the policy during autumn 2010. 
 
INTA kicks off the discussion with an extensive exchange of views on the matter with the Commissioner 
on Trade, Mr. Karel De Gucht. In line with its new powers in the European Union's Common Commercial 
Policy, the Committee will closely follow-up and actively participate in formulating this policy.   
 
As one part of this work, the European Commission has launched a public consultation to gather views 
regarding the rationale, scope and strategic objectives for a future EU trade policy. The consultation runs 
until 28 July and will contribute to the Commission Communication on the Union's trade policy around the 
end of October. 
 

For more, see http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2010/june/tradoc_146220.pdf 
 
 

19. Parliament's position on the 2011 Draft Budget as modified by the Council - Section 
III - Commission 

 
First exchange of views

 
INTA will have its first exchange of view on the European Union Budget 2011. The Committee's main 
concerns have traditionally been in relation to the European Union's foreign policy financial instruments 
and macro-financial assistance. 
 
The amendment tabled by major political groups with regard to the report on the mandate for the trialogue 
on the 2011 Draft Budget recalls that after the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty the European 
Parliament has been granted new powers in the field of international trade agreements and urges the 
Commission to fully respect the new EP prerogatives, particularly regarding transparency and flow of 
information. It also underlines that the EP might use all means at its disposal if it is not satisfied with the 
way the European Commission treats the EP in this respect.   
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Peter Šťastný (PPE) 1st exchange of views: 22-23/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Cons. of a draft opinion: 13-14/07/2010 
Procedure 2010/2001(BUD) – INTA/7/01933 Deadline for AMs: 02/08/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 30/08/2010 
 Planned adoption in plenary: October 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2010/june/tradoc_146220.pdf
mailto:%20Heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
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20. Human rights, social and environmental standards in International Trade agreements 

 

First exchange of views 
 

The European Union is deeply committed to the protection and promotion of human and social rights, both 
within its borders and in relation to third countries. Social and environmental standards have become an 
integral part of negotiations on free trade agreements, and social and human rights clauses have also been 
included in EU trade agreements with third countries. In addition, the EU's Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP) is also of relevance in EU efforts to encourage respect for core human and labour rights, 
providing both for additional preferences for countries that ratify and implement a range of human rights and 
environmental agreements, and for the withdrawal of preferences from countries that fail to comply with similar 
norms. 
 
INTA will be holding its first exchange of views about this Own-Initiative Report. In order to coordinate 
the calendar with the report by Harlem Désir on Corporate and Social Responsibility, and to give some 
more time for the drafting, it is proposed to schedule the consideration of the draft report for September, 
and not July, as originally foreseen. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Tokia Saïfi (PPE) 1st exchange of views: 22-23/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf Romero Cons. of a draft report: 28-29/09/2010 
Procedure: 2009/2219(INI) – INTA/7/01739 Deadline for Ams: 30/09/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 25-26/10/2010 
 Planned adoption in plenary: November 2010 

 
 

21. EU's trade relations with Latin-America 
Consideration of working document 

 
Modern European trade policy has developed from being an end in itself, towards striving to play an 
important role in the achievement of social, development and sustainable development objectives, 
including the UN MDGs and international commitments to human rights, food security and environmental 
sustainability. Despite being rich in natural resources, Latin America has not been able to expand its share 
of international trade. 
 
To benefit from its trade relations with the EU, Latin America needs to increase welfare through trade 
performance, equitably distribute the gains from trade, promote ownership of trade reforms, further expand 
trade-related institutional capacity, secure adequate funding for trade-related assistance, and implement 
complementary domestic policies to secure an efficient and socially equitable transition to freer trade. 
 
The working document analyses EU's trade relations with Latin America and the results of the EU-LAC 
Summit, stressing the importance of the multilateral trading system, the Aid for Trade initiative and the 
attainment of the UN MDGs. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) Mini hearing: 27/04/2010 
Responsible administrator: Donatella Pribaz Cons. of a work. doc: 22-23/06/2010 
Procedure: 2010/2026(INI) – INTA/7/01839 Cons. of a draft report: 13-14/07/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned deadline for Ams: 20/07/2010 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 28-29/09/2010 
 Planned adoption in plenary: October 2010 

 
 

mailto:Helena.halldorf@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Donatella.pribaz@europarl.europa.eu
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22. EU-India Free Trade Agreement Negotiations 
 

Exchange of views

INTA will be holding an exchange of views on the ongoing trade negotiations with India. India is an 
important trade partner for the EU and a growing global economic power. With a population of more than 
1 billion people and with a growth rate of between 8 and 10 % India is one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world. The EU and India hope to increase their trade in both goods and services through 
the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations that were launched in 2007. Negotiations for the FTA were 
launched in June 2007 and, so far, eight negotiating rounds have been held, the latest taking place in Delhi 
in January 2010. The negotiations appear to be quite advanced but there are clear indications of particular 
points of contention which need to be resolved before any conclusion can be achieved. 
 
 

23. Trade Defence Instruments 
 

Exchange of views 
 
INTA closely follows the developments in respect of implementing the Union's Trade Defence 
Instruments. It has exchanges of views on a regular basis with the Commission on maintaining a level 
playing field and tackling unfair trade practices in the global market. On 31 May 2010, there were 132 anti-
dumping and 8 countervailing measures in force. 
 
During its forthcoming meeting INTA will hold a further exchange of views on the topic. 
 
 

24. Delegation to Italy 
 

Presentation 
 

Cristiana Muscardini, INTA Vice-chairperson, will give a presentation to the Committee on the 
achievements of the recent delegation of INTA to Italy. 
 
The delegation visited Piedmont and Lombardy, two of the most productive regions in the country, which 
are also home to some of the best-known brands in the textile, steel and automobile sectors. The 
delegation's work was also directly related to some of the more important dossiers being handled by INTA 
at the moment, such as the S. Korea FTA and the Origin Marking Dossier.  
 
For more information concerning the delegation please see the section on Special Events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

25. Free Trade Agreement between the EU and the Republic of Korea 
 

Hearing and First exchange of views
 
The Committee will hold a hearing on the Free Trade Agreement between the EU and the Republic of 
Korea, followed by a first exchange of views on the report that is due to consider Parliament's consent to 
the Agreement. Speakers for the hearing are Mr. Stephen Woolcock, Lecturer in International Political 
Economy in the Department of International Relations at the London School of Economics; Mr. Ivan 
Hodac, Secretary General of the European Automobile Manufacturers' Association, Mr. Pascal Kerneis, 
Managing Director of the European Services Forum, Mr. René van Sloten, Executive Director of the 
European Chemical Industry Council, and Mr. Roland Schneider, Senior Policy Advisor, at the Trade 
Union Advisory Committee to the OECD. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR) Hearing and 1st exchange of views: 22-23/06/2010 
Responsible administrator: Andreas Maurer Cons. of a draft report: 28-29/09/2010 
Procedure: 2010/0075(NLE) – INTA/7/02445 Planned deadline for Ams: 05/10/2010 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 25-26/10/2010 
 Planned adoption in plenary: November 2010 

 
Related documents you may find here. 

 
 

26. Achievements of the Spanish Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 

Presentation by the Secretary of State for Trade
 
In view of the conclusion of Spanish Presidency of the Council the Committee on International Trade has 
invited Ms. Silvia Iranzo, Secretary of State for Trade of the Spanish Government, representing the 
President-in-Office of the Council, to brief INTA Members on the achievements of the Spanish Presidency 
in the area of International Trade Policy. 
 
At the beginning of the Spanish Presidency, Mr. Miguel Sebastián Gascón, Spanish Minister of Industry 
Tourism and Trade of the Spanish Government had given INTA Members an overview of Spain's 
ambitions in the field international trade for the duration of his country's presidency.  
 

 
Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 

 
 
Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 
 
 

Canada 4th round 12-16 July 2010 
 5th round 18-22 October 2010 
  
Singapore 3rd round: 13-17 Sept 2010 
  
Ukraine 12th round: 5-9 July 2010 
  
ACTA 9th round: 28 June- 2 July 2010 
  
Mercosur 1st round: early July 

 
 
Source: DG TRADE, European Commission 
 

For more info please see: http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations/ 
 

WTO Dispute settlement - Recent developments 

 
This section is intended to give an overview of the state of play of the major disputes in front of the WTO, 
especially those of interest to the EU.  

 
Airbus-Boeing Ruling 

In the US case against the EU, the WTO Panel has issued its report on March, 23rd. In the EU case 
against the US, the WTO ruling is expected end of June 2010.The expected WTO Panel report on the 
latter case will have implications on future developments in the dispute.  

Defensive case against China on shoes' anti-dumping duties 

China initiated its second WTO case against EU anti-dumping measures on shoes in February 2010. China 
submitted the second panel request during the meeting of the DSB on 18 May 2010. A panel was 
automatically established. The Parties are now engaged in the composition of the panel. 

The newsletter will follow the proceeding of this very interesting dispute. There are currently two offensive 
cases by China against the EU before the WTO DSB. 

 

Latest DSU developments as of 10 June 2010 

 China - Provisional Anti-Dumping Duties on Fasteners from the EU: EU and China held 
consultations on 4 June 2010; 

 
 EU – Generic medicines in transit: on 21 May the EU accepted India's and Brazil's requests for 

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations/
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consultations; 
 
 US – Zeroing I: the arbitration panel held a meeting with the parties and third party on 20-21 May. 

The meeting was open for public observation; 
 
 EC- Bananas: signature of agreements with Latin American Banana suppliers (31 May) and the 

United States (8 June), which set the conditions for the final settlement of these disputes. 
 

For more, see: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2007/may/tradoc_134652.pdf 
 

State of Play on Trade Defence Instruments 

 
 
Commission Report on TDI measures (01-05/2010) 

On 31 May 2010, there were 132 anti-dumping and 8 countervailing measures in force. Furthermore, there 
are undertakings in force from 8 countries covering 12 products. At the end of May, 57 investigations were 
on-going. A total of 17 investigations have been initiated: 8 new investigations, of which 2 anti-subsidy; 3 
expiry reviews; 4 interim reviews, of which 1 anti-subsidy; 2 new exporter reviews, of which 1 accelerated. 
 
 
Eight new investigations initiated: 

 
 Zeolite A powder from Bosnia & Herzegovina (AD); the complaint was lodged on 4 January 2010 

by Industrias Quimicas del Ebro, SA; MAL Magyar Aluminium; PQ Silicas B.V.; Silkem d.o.o. and 
zeolite Mira Srl Unipersonale, OJ C 40, 17.02.2010, p. 5; 

 
 Melamine from P.R. China (AD), the complaint was lodged on 4 January 2010 by Borealis 

Agrolinz Melamine GmbH, DSM Melamine B.V. and Zaklady Azotowe Pulawy. OJ C 40, 
17.02.2010, p. 10; 

 
 Coated fine paper from P.R. China (AD); the complaint was lodged on 4 January 2010 by 

CEPIFINE, the European association of fine paper manufacturers, OJ C 41, 18.02.2010, p. 6;  
 
 Stainless steel bars from India (AD); the complaint was lodged on 15 February 2010 by the 

European Federation of Iron and Steel Industries (Eurofer); OJ C 87 A, 1.04.2010, p. 1; 
 
 Stainless steel bars from India (AS); the complaint was lodged on 15 February 2010 by the 

European Federation of Iron and Steel Industries (Eurofer); OJ C 87, 1.04.2010, p. 17; 
 
 Coated fine paper from P.R. China (AS); the complaint was lodged on 4 March 2010 by 

CEPIFINE, the European association of fine paper manufacturers; OJ C 99, 17.04.2010, p. 30. N.B. 
This case is the first ever Anti-Subsidy case against China by the EU; 

 
 Open mesh fabrics of glass fibres from P.R. China, the complaint was lodged on 6 April 2010 by 

Saint-Gobain Vertex s.r.o., Tolnatext Fonalfeldolgozo, Valmieras ‘Stikla Skiedra’ AS and Vitrulan 
Technical Textiles GmbH, OJ C 131, 20.05.2010, p. 6; 

 
 Ring binder mechanisms from Thailand, the complaint was lodged on 6 April 2010 by Ring 

Alliance Ringbuchtechnik GmbH, OJ C 131 20.05.2010, p. 13. 
 
 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2007/may/tradoc_134652.pdf


 16

Three interim reviews were initiated: 

PET (polyethylene terephthalate) film from India, C 8 14.01.2010 p. 27 (AD) and p. 29 (AS), PET 
(polyethylene terephthalate) Korea (Rep. of), C 47 25.02.2010 p. 24 (AD) 
 

For more, see: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2010/january/tradoc_145673.pdf 

 

The Steering Group of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO 

 
The Parliamentary Conference on the WTO is a joint undertaking of the European Parliament and the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, aimed at strengthening democracy at the international level by bringing a 
parliamentary dimension to multilateral cooperation on trade issues. In 2002 a delegation of the EP 
Members of the Steering Committee, the so-called Steering Group, started meeting on a regular basis, i.e. 
monthly in Strasbourg. Meetings of the Steering Group are open to all Members of the European 
Parliament interested in WTO negotiations and, in particular, in the parliamentary dimension of the WTO. 
 
The next meeting of the Steering Group will focus on the preparation of the next session of the Steering 
Committee of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO that will be held in Geneva on 24 - 25 June 2010. 
 
 

Meetings held during week 22 

 
 June 2, 2010, Interview for the German Marshall Fund's Inside Brussels podcast series. The 

Professor spoke on the implications of the Lisbon Treaty for the EU's trade policy.  
 
 June 3, 2010, Meeting with representatives of Business Europe to hear from them on topics for the 

future EU Trade Strategy 2020, the main priorities for upcoming discussions with Mercosur, the state 
of play of negotiations with India and the implementation of the EU-Korea FTA.  

 
 June 3, 2010, Meeting together with President Buzek, with Mr. Prime Minister of Pakistan Mr. 

Yousouf Raza GILANI, and Mr. Qureshi Pakistan Minister for Foreign Affairs, ahead of the EU-
Pakistan Summit. Also present were Mrs. Jean LAMBERT, Chairman of the delegation for relations 
with South Asia and Ms Nicole KIIL-NIELSEN, draftsperson on the EU-Pakistan readmission 
agreement in AFET. Trade matters discussed concerned market access, and accession of Pakistan to 
the EU GSP+ scheme. 
 

 

Meetings held during week 23 

 
 June 7, 2010, Meeting with the Ambassador of South Africa in Brussels to discuss the state of play 

of EPA negotiations with that country and to start planning the INTA delegation to South Africa in the 
autumn.    

 
 June 7, 2010, Working dinner with Inez Moore Tenenbaum, Chairperson of the U.S. Consumer 

Product Safety Commission, for an exchange of views on common challenges concerning the safety of 
products. 

 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2010/january/tradoc_145673.pdf


Library Briefings 

 

The EU and the fight against corruption / Graham Stull, 7 June 2010. 
Though difficult to define and measure precisely, there is little doubt that corrup-tion 
represents an important policy challenge, nationally, at EU level and globally. Free trade, 
the effectiveness of the public sector and economic growth are some of the issues at stake. 

 
For more, see: Library Briefings 

 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 
Bilateral trade agreements in the era of globalization: the EU and India in search of a 
partnership / Sangeeta Khorana [et al.], Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 2010, 214 p.  
This book provides an assessment of an Indian–EU agreement, drawing on the theory of 
preferential agreements, the history of India–European relations and the recent refocusing of the 
Indian economy." 

 
The Doha blues: institutional crisis and reform in the WTO / Kent Jones, Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2010. 

"This study presents an institutional model of the WTO, with rules and procedures designed to 
"get things done," but which requires reforms and new efforts to keep abreast of an evolving 
world economy. Both internal WTO reforms and redoubled efforts by WTO member countries 
will be required to end the stalemate." 

 
Is the World Trade Organization attractive enough for emerging economies?: critical 
essays on the multilateral trading system / edited by Zdenek Drabek, Palgrave Macmillan , 2010, 336 p.  

"This book addresses this question and examines the role of the WTO in the process of 
economic development of emerging markets and other developing countries."  
 

 
 

The EU and WTO law on services : limits to the realisation of general interest policies 
within the services markets? / Johan van de Gronden (ed.), Kluwer Law International, 2009, 293 p.  
"This book makes a major contribution to improving the understanding of services liberalization 
and its limits in both the scholarly and public debate." 

Source: EP Library 
 
 

Databases  

 
Oxford Analytica (click on "Client Home" to login) The Library gives on-line access 
to OA "Timely and authoritative analysis of world developments". Daily: Executive 
Brief. Example of recent analyses: CHINA: Trade policy will change, but slowly . 
 

 
Financial Times
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 The Library has taken out a one year subscription to FT.com. 
FT articles are now also now available via our Factiva and Nexis press 
databases. 

For more, see:Library Online sources 
 

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/rep/09-Briefings/2010/2010-058-The-EU-and-the-Fight-against-Corruption-FINAL.pdf
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=109
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?id=249095
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?id=249095
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?id=242506
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?id=243925
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?id=243925
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?id=222690
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?id=222690
http://www.oxan.com/
http://www.oxan.com/oxweb/executivesummaries.aspx
http://www.oxan.com/oxweb/executivesummaries.aspx
http://www.oxan.com/display.aspx?ItemID=DB160302
http://www.ft.com/
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/rep/01-ADMINISTRATION/Databases/Factiva.htm
http://www.lexisnexis.com/uk/business
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/cmsContent.form?pageId=104
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Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 
The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. 
 
For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade, Contact - Nils 
Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 
 
 

Important Meetings and Events 

 
 
WTO events 

 
 
21-23 June  WTO Trade Policy Review Body — Honduras 
5-7 July  WTO: Trade Policy Review Body — Chinese Taipei 
 
 

Events Calendar 2010 
 
Upcoming Summits and Events 
 

 
25-26 June G8 Summit, Huntsville, California 
26-27 June  G20 Summit, Toronto 
6-10 July OSCE PA annual session, Oslo 
14-15 July 5th Regional meeting of ACP JPA, Seychelles 
 
 

For more info click here 
 

 

Special Events 

 
 
Meeting with the US ACTA chief negotiator on 7 June 2010 

 
Members and Staff of INTA held an in-depth debate with Ms. Kira M. Alvarez, Chief negotiator for 
Intellectual Property Enforcement and Deputy Assistant US Trade Representative in the Office of the US 
Trade Representative. After a short introduction by Ms. Alvarez, the debate focused on the compatibility of 
ACTA with the WTO and EU acquis, coverage of IP rights, patents and geographical indications, 
transparency of the negotiations and the possibility of future membership of third countries to ACTA. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=30260&policyAreaId=5
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=5
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/events_e/events_e.htm#may
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/xppc/rolling_calendar_2010.pdf


 
Delegation to Italy 

The delegation of the Committee on International Trade to Italy visited two 
of the most productive regions in the country, which are also home to some 
of the best-known brands in the textile, steel and automobile sectors. Both 
Piedmont and Lombardy also have, in fact, numerous manufacturing 
businesses which have been successful outside Italy and outside the EU but 
which retain an essentially SME structure. The delegation had the 
opportunity to speak directly with the directors and employees of various 
companies and discussed with them the problems and challenges faced by 

these industries. The delegation's work was also directly related to some of the more important dossiers 
being handled by INTA at the moment, such as the S. Korea FTA and the Origin Marking Dossier.  
 
The delegation was chaired by INTA vice-chairperson Cristiana Muscardini (EPP) and included Jörg 
Leichtfried (S&D), Gianluca Susta (S&D), Catherine Bearder (ALDE), Pablo Zalba Bidegain (EPP), and 
Francesca Balzani (S&D). Patrizia Toia, Vice-Chair of ITRE, also joined the delegation for some of its 
meetings. 
 
The delegation was a success. Everywhere it went it generated great interest and was 
warmly received. People were particularly eager to explain to Members their problems 
and very often also to offer their help in finding solutions. All interested parties that the 
delegation met also showed a keen awareness of the new powers acquired by the 
European Parliament following the entry into force if the Lisbon Treaty and expressed 
hope that these new powers would lead to more efficient and effective legislation. 
 
 
 

Useful links 

 
INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  
INTA Website 

 
EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade Europe 
European Council 
Spanish Presidency 

 
Other Links 

Business Europe  
WTO 
Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2010 

 
The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade will take place on July 13, 2010 (15.00 - 
17.30) and on July 14, 2010 (09.00-12.30) in Brussels. The annual calendar can be found here.  
 

Back to Content
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/membersCom.do?language=EN&body=INTA
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/10;%20jsessionid=1FED70050435C2F6B7217DE671ABDEBD
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-institution.aspx?lang=en
http://www.eu2010.es/en/index.html?idioma=en
http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp
http://www.wto.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/documents-and-publications/
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/webdav/site/myjahiasite/users/vdedobbeleer/public/calendar2010e.pdf
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