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I am very pleased to be with you here today and to present the 

Swedish presidency’s priorities regarding agriculture and 

fisheries. It is particularly exciting for us to be embarking on the 

EU presidency with a newly elected European Parliament! I am 

naturally curious to learn what message you wish to pass on to 

me in my capacity as Council chair. 

I myself have spent many years as an MP in our own Swedish 

parliament, and I know what it is like to stand in the starting 

blocks at the beginning of a new term! So I see our exchange of 

thoughts and ideas here today as a kind of powerful vitamin 

injection that will help make this a successful autumn. 

The Swedish presidency has three main principles in my area of 

responsibility. All are based on the fundamental principle of 

‘using natural resources without abusing them’. The three 

priorities are:

 Long-term sustainable fisheries;

 Food and climate – the global challenges; and
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 Sound animal husbandry and healthy animals. 

I would like to focus on the first priority for long-term, 

sustainable fisheries, which falls within this Committee’s area of 

responsibility. 

As we are all aware, fish know no boundaries. Fish stocks roam 

across large areas, and this is why it is important for us as 

politicians to manage our common seas in a responsible manner. 

The Common Fisheries Policy has had to weather a great deal of 

criticism in recent times. Negative reports about the lack of 

control, overcapacity, poor profitability and depleted stocks have 

come in quick succession. And we know from the Commission’s 

studies on fisheries policy that we are spending more money in 

certain areas than we get back from catching fish. 

As a politician, I can only agree that all of this points clearly to 

serious shortcomings in the Common Fisheries Policy. And we 

have an obligation to remedy these shortcomings. Because as 

certain as it is that these shortcomings exist, just as convinced am 

I that it is only through a Common Fisheries Policy – however 

much criticism it may have faced – that we can deal with these 

shortcomings. This is also why the imminent reform of the 

Common Fisheries Policy will be so important.

But we also have examples of measures that have already been 

taken and recovery plans that have already been adopted, 

showing that the negative trend in certain areas may have turned. 

This can be seen in particular in a sea that I am particularly fond 

of – the Baltic Sea – where quotas and fishing efforts have been 
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gradually reduced thanks to a common management plan for cod. 

This has meant that we have now been able to raise quotas for the 

first time in several years. I’m not saying it has been an easy 

path, but it has been absolutely necessary. Because fish are a 

finite natural resource. If fish die out, the fishing industry will die 

out with them. This is why we must always make sure, in all 

future decisions we take, that we use our natural resources 

without abusing them.

Let me now turn to the issues we will be dealing with this 

autumn. I can say that the autumn Presidency has traditionally 

been a time when there is a lot to achieve in the area of fisheries 

policy in particular. This autumn will by no means be a deviation 

from that tradition. My key priorities will be the Control 

Regulation, the TAC and quota negotiations, and of course the 

smooth implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon if it enters into 

force during our Presidency. 

The aim of the Presidency is to reach a political agreement on the 

Control Regulation at the Council meeting in October. I am 

convinced that we are well on the way to achieving this, and we 

have already dealt with much of the purely technical work 

concerning the proposal. 

The debate that the Council had before the summer revealed in 

many ways where the Member States stand on several of the key 

issues of principle. It is clear that we still have some way to go to 

reach agreement on issues such as sanctions, easing restrictions 

for small-scale fishing, the distribution of competences between 

the Commission and the Member States, the Control Agency’s 
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mandate and how to manage recreational fishing. These are just a 

few outstanding issues. 

I believe it is necessary that we reach an agreement on the reform 

of the control system. Without an effective control system, there 

is a serious risk of our common seas being emptied of all fish, 

regardless of which quotas or other rules we agree. Without 

adequate control, public confidence in the Common Fisheries 

Policy is undermined.  A functioning control system is also 

important for our fishermen, as it is a precondition for clear and 

unambiguous rules. What is important is that we create a

common playing field where we can reward those who stick to 

the rules and make things difficult for those who cheat and 

misuse our common resource. 

If the Control Regulation is my first priority, the TAC and 

Quota Regulation is definitely my second key priority for the 

autumn. A guiding principle for our work is the Presidency’s 

determination to ensure that we follow the guidelines we agreed 

in the recovery and management plans we have already adopted. 

Whether it be Baltic cod, southern hake or North Sea plaice. Of 

course, I would also like to lead these difficult negotiations in as 

open and transparent a way as possible. 

Sweden is a country with a long Baltic Sea coastline, so as a 

Swedish minister I naturally have a close relation to the TAC for 

the Baltic Sea. The reason I mention the Baltic Sea in particular 

is that I also want to highlight the Baltic Sea Strategy as an 

important priority for the Swedish Presidency as a whole. The 

Baltic Sea Strategy aims to coordinate all development around 
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the entire Baltic Sea and to bring together all EU activities 

concerning the environment, energy, competitiveness and 

security. 

Other key issues during the autumn will be the four proposed 

recovery plans. All of these plans are of vital importance. I am 

certain that the recovery plans are the right way to go in 

achieving long-term conservation, and this is why I would like to 

reach agreement on as many of them as possible. 

The recovery plan for Celtic cod has been carried over to us from 

last autumn, and an agreement on this plan would mean that all 

cod in the entire EU would be managed under long-term plans. 

A recovery plan for anchovy is also much needed. The 

discussions on anchovy have so far resulted in all-night sessions 

for the Council, and we all know that anchovy stocks are vital for 

many fishermen in the Bay of Biscay.

A decision on a recovery plan for the western stocks of Atlantic 

horse mackerel would mean a long-term management plan for 

the last of the four major pelagic stocks in the North Atlantic. 

And finally, we have the recovery plan for northern hake. As is 

the case with Baltic cod, northern hake stocks have gladly 

stabilised at safe biological levels with the chance of moving 

towards maximum sustainable yield. As I am a strong advocate 

of maximum sustainable yield, I would be very pleased if we 

could reach a decision on this recovery plan as well.
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As you know, I am pinning my hopes on all of you when it 

comes to succeeding with these recovery plans. Without your 

statements on anchovy, Atlantic horse mackerel and northern 

hake we can’t adopt any of the plans. I am, of course, aware that 

you have to go through these proposals carefully, but I will be 

awaiting your statements with ‘keen’ confidence.

When it comes to the external negotiations, the Council will of 

course, as always, prepare for the annual consultations with 

Norway and ICCAT. These negotiations will also be high on our 

agenda and we will do our utmost to manage them effectively.

I would just like to briefly touch on the reform of the Common 

Fisheries Policy. I mentioned this issue at the beginning of my 

speech, and it is, as I said, one of the most important issues we 

have to deal with in the coming months. But as you also know, 

the Green Paper is still in the process of consultation and is 

therefore not yet a natural part of the Council’s agenda. However, 

I do intend to find out my colleagues’ views informally at a lunch 

following the Council meeting in November. 

This, my friends, was an account of what we are hoping to 

achieve during the Swedish presidency. 

To conclude, I would just like to reiterate that I intend to work 

for a smooth implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon if it enters 

into force during the autumn. The Treaty of Lisbon would bring 

about major changes for the European Parliament, not least in the 

fisheries area. You, as members of the Fisheries Committee, 



7

would be taking on considerable responsibility as co-decision 

makers, and I am really looking forward to deeper cooperation. 

Now I am curious to know what questions you have and what 

messages you would like to send away with me as Council chair 

this autumn!

Thank you very much!


	2009 09 02 Erlandsson (SV).doc

