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XIth Meeting of the European Union-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee
Tuesday, 27 October 2009

Valparaíso, Chile

The delegations from the Chilean National Congress and the European Parliament to 
the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), led by their Co-Chairs, Mr Jaime 
GAZMURI MUJICA and Ms María Paloma MUÑIZ DE URQUIZA, upon the 
conclusion of the work of the XIth Interparliamentary Meeting, have agreed the 
following:

JOINT DECLARATION

1.- The Chilean and European delegations are satisfied to see that the two annual 
meetings provided for in the Rules of Procedure governing the operation of the EU-
Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee have taken place, thus consolidating and 
galvanising this interparliamentary forum provided for in the Association Agreement 
between Chile and the European Union.

2.- The Chilean and European delegations welcome the qualitative progress seen in 
the relationship between Chile and the European Union, as a result of the 
implementation of the Association Agreement between the European Community and 
its Member States and the Republic of Chile.

3.- Both delegations note the conclusions reached by the VIIth European Union-Chile 
Association Committee, held on 15 October 2009 in Brussels, and they particularly 
welcome the establishment of the Association for Development and Innovation. That 
Association is aimed at deepening the current bi-regional partnership, predominantly 
in the areas of technology, energy and education, as demonstrated through the 
‘Erasmus Mundus External Cooperation Window’ programme.

4.- Both parties undertake to work to achieve together the Millennium Development 
Goals, in addition to making progress on social advancement, modernisation of the 
state, education and public security.

5.- Both parties believe that the agreement has been of mutual benefit over the period 
of its application, strengthening bilateral relations in the areas of political dialogue, 
cooperation and trade. Both delegations also reiterate that the agreement is the 
fundamental tool for their relations, and that it is functioning effectively and 
efficiently, even though there is scope for a wider application in the present and the 
future.
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6.- Both delegations recognise that with the XIth Meeting of the EU-Chile Joint 
Parliamentary Committee a new mandate has begun on the European side, as a result 
of the new composition of the European Parliament and the institutional changes 
stemming from the imminent entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon. In view of the 
forthcoming election in Chile on 13 December 2009, both parties agree that the
political dialogue and development of existing agreements should continue.

7.- Both parties welcome the fact that, despite the acute global financial and economic 
crisis, overseas trade between the European Union and Chile experienced a significant 
increase, particularly in the agricultural, mining and industrial sectors. Both parties 
call for the continuation of the process of trade liberalisation for goods and services in 
accordance with both parties’ interests.

8.- Both parties are satisfied to see the results of the fourth session of the Association 
Council, held in Prague in May 2009, at which the excellent condition of bilateral 
relations was noted and it was agreed that a new framework would be introduced for 
the cooperation between the European Union and Chile, aimed at encouraging joint 
initiatives in the area of technology and innovation and particularly taking advantage 
of the EU-Chile Science and Technology Agreement.

9.- Both parties reaffirm their commitment to environmental sustainability, recognise 
the uniformity of existing criteria as regards the use of clean and renewable energies 
and call on the respective governments to coordinate effectively to achieve tangible 
results in the summit on climate change to be held in Copenhagen in December 2009. 
They also believe that developed countries must move towards sustainable 
economies, taking the specific needs of developing countries into account.

10.- Both delegations call for the agreement of positions with a view to the Food 
Summit to be held in Rome in November 2009, responding to the acute humanitarian 
crises across different regions affected by famine and drought.

11.- Both delegations recommend working actively on the implementation of an 
agreement adopted at the Lima Summit of Heads of State, to create a ‘Latin America 
and the Caribbean-European Union Foundation’ conceived as an appropriate forum 
for debating joint strategies and actions aimed at strengthening the bi-regional 
partnership and increasing its visibility.

12.- Both delegations express their intention to conduct an in-depth debate on the 
European Commission’s communication of 30 September 2009, in order to establish a 
new model for relations with Latin America and the Caribbean for the next five years, 
based on the concept of ‘global players in partnership’.

13.- Both parties agree to follow up the agreements adopted by the Working Group on 
Migration Issues established by the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly,
which will meet in Panama City on 29 October 2009.

14.- Both parties assessed the current economic situation in Europe and Latin 
America, especially as regards the consequences of the global financial and economic 
crisis, and welcomed the spirit of the agreements reached at the G-20 meeting in 
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Pittsburgh, aimed at creating a new world financial order based on market 
transparency and solidarity towards more vulnerable countries and regions.

15.- Both delegations reiterate the need for competent government players to make all 
the necessary efforts to promote dialogue and reach an agreement in the World Trade 
Organisation’s Doha Round of negotiations which will promote fairness in global 
trade flows.

16.- Both delegations are satisfied to see the signing of the document authorising the 
establishment and the operations of the European Investment Bank in Chile and 
support its ratification as soon as possible.

17.- Both parties highlight the progress made in the context of European Union/Chile 
cooperation over the 2007-2013 cycle, focused on the areas of social cohesion, 
competitiveness and higher education.

18.- Both parties are satisfied to see Chile’s ratification of the International Criminal 
Court’s Rome Statute, as well as the country’s gradual integration into international 
progress on this issue, highlighting that this step reaffirms Chile’s commitment to 
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

19.-. Both parties agree to promote bilateral relations through political dialogue in 
order to establish territorial links between regions and municipalities in the European 
Union and Chile. 

20.- Both delegations agree to hold the next meetings of the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee in the first quarter of 2010 in Europe and in the second half of 2010 in 
Chile.

21.- Both delegations undertake to forward this Declaration to the members of the 
Association Council, and renew their request for the Co-Chairs of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee of the European Union and the Chilean National Congress 
to attend future meetings of the Association Council.

Done at Valparaíso, Chile, on 27 October 2009

European Parliament Delegation to the 
EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary 
Committee

María Paloma Muñiz de Urquiza
Chair

Chilean National Congress Delegation 
to the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary 
Committee

Jaime Gazmuri Mújica
Chair
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