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EU-MEXICO JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

Tenth meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee
12-15 May 2010

Seville, Spain

The delegations from the European Parliament and the Congress of the United States of 
Mexico to the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (hereafter JPC), having concluded 
the tenth meeting held in Seville, Spain, have agreed on the following:

JOINT DECLARATION

1. Both delegations express their satisfaction that the two annual meetings provided for in 
the rules of procedure governing the JPC have taken place as planned; they are 
committed to taking forward the current relationship between the two parties and 
continuing the sound work they have done thus far;

2. The European delegation expresses its solidarity with the Mexican people following the 
earthquake measuring 7.2 on the Richter Scale that devastated the north of the country on 
5 April 2010, killing two people, leaving more than 200 injured, causing major damage to 
infrastructure and affecting a huge proportion of the population;

3. The European and Mexican delegations are pleased to mark the tenth anniversary of the 
entry into force of the Economic Partnership, Political Coordination and Cooperation 
Agreement (Global Agreement) concluded between the European Community and its 
Member States and the United States of Mexico, and welcome the progress made in 
politics, economics and trade in the period between 2000 and 2010;

3a. Furthermore, they draw attention to the fact that although over the last decade important 
steps forward have been taken in all the priority areas of the Global Agreement – the 
most comprehensive legal instrument the EU can enter into with a third country – there 
have been areas in which the Global Agreement’s potential has not been sufficiently 
exploited.  There is therefore a need to agree on consistent public policies that foster 
bilateral cooperation, trade and investment;
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4. Both delegations welcome the 50th anniversary of the establishment of bilateral relations 
this November, seeing it as an important opportunity to reaffirm, strengthen and improve 
their bilateral links under the strategic partnership, pointing to a need to broaden the links 
between Mexico and all the countries and regions that make up the European Union; 

5. The Mexican and EU delegations reaffirm their commitment to the values shared by both 
sides and which are embodied in our democratic, pluralist societies, upholding 
fundamental freedoms and human rights, protecting the environment and ensuring 
sustainable development; they also reaffirm their commitment to consolidating 
democracy and legal certainty, tackling poverty and ensuring equitable economic and 
social development; they agree, however, that further efforts will have to be made as 
regards upholding human rights, including the issue of migration and fulfilling relevant 
commitments under the international treaties that we in Mexico and the European Union 
have entered into;

6. Both delegations welcome the organisation of the EU-Mexico Summit, the first bilateral 
summit to be held under the strategic partnership. In this connection they express their 
full support for the adoption of the partnership’s joint implementation plan and its key 
issues: political dialogue, security, the environment and socio-economic issues;

7. The European and Mexican delegations also welcome the Sixth EU-LAC Summit, which 
is to be held in Madrid on 18 May. With this in mind they call on their respective 
governments to back the adoption of the Latin America Investment Facility (LAIF) as an 
international financing instrument that would make it possible for the mobilisation of the 
financial resources required to develop infrastructure and networks that would foster 
regional integration and territorial cohesion, social and environmental projects and 
projects seeking to support the private sector, particularly SMEs;

8. Both delegations reaffirm the good state of relations between the two sides and are 
generally pleased with the effects the implementation of the Global Agreement has had, 
despite the world economic crisis. Furthermore, they stress the need to continue 
strengthening ties as regards politics, economics and cooperation, with a view to being in 
the best possible position to face up to the international challenges they face;

9. Bilateral relations should be guided by shared values, aims and interests, as well as a 
specific commitment to multilateralism, with a view to setting a common agenda in order 
to take on new responsibilities and tackle future challenges.  In this connection, both 
delegations reiterate their commitment to working together, under the strategic 
partnership, to coordinate their positions in international global governance forums (e.g. 
the G20, the UN and climate summits);

10. Both delegations note that the new situation in which the emerging regions and countries 
find themselves as a result of their increasing international economic importance needs to 
be reflected by ensuring they are sufficiently politically represented in multilateral global 
governance bodies such as the UN Security Council, the IMF and the World Bank, in 
which they are under-represented;

11. They therefore welcome the consolidation of the G20 as a new, more inclusive forum for 
international governance in which three Latin American countries (Argentina, Brazil and 
Mexico) are represented, thus reflecting the increasing importance of Latin America on 
the world stage;
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12. Both delegations acknowledge that with the emergence of the economic crisis it was only 
international cooperation on an unprecedented scale that prevented another Great 
Depression. In this connection, they emphasise the need for continued progress in 
international cooperation in order to shore up the reforms of international economic and 
financial structures effected within the G20 so as to provide a fairer, more prosperous and 
more secure international economic system;

13. With this in mind, both delegations welcome the willingness expressed once again in 
communications from the G20 and the European Commission to look into innovative 
methods of international taxation with a view to ensuring that, as far as possible, the 
financial sector helps meet its own costs and face up to its responsibilities;

14. The Mexican and European delegations welcome the keen interest expressed by the 
Spanish Presidency of the EU as regards taking relations with Latin America and the 
Caribbean forward, and they hope that future Presidencies will continue to place just as 
much emphasis on this commitment, which is based on bringing together shared values 
and strategic priorities; 

15. The Mexican and European delegations again stress the need to foster bi-regional 
relations by promoting more effective political dialogue between the EU and Latin 
America within EUROLAT on key global issues, as well as actively exploring 
opportunities for three-way cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean;

15a.With this in mind, both sides believe there is a need to involve EU and Mexican civil 
society organisations in the EU-Mexico strategic partnership and the partnership 
agreement. This involvement should be channelled through a joint advisory body 
comprising the European Economic and Social Committee, on the European side, and, for 
Mexico, the institutions or other methods of participation it chooses, with a view to 
fostering economic and social dialogue between countries, as well as establishing links 
between towns and regions;

16. Both delegations acknowledge the importance of working together at the UN’s 
Millennium Development Goals Summit in September 2010 with a view to stepping up 
efforts to tackle hunger and extreme poverty through a new Global Action Plan for 
Development;

17. Both delegations welcome the specific progress made in bilateral cooperation, note the 
ongoing mid-term review of the strategy paper for 2007-2013 and express their support 
for the proposals made in that document with a view to stepping up cooperation as 
regards security – including improved coordination with Central America – and between 
universities in the fields of science and technology;

18. Both sides are pleased with the recent seminar entitled ‘The Global Agreement between 
Mexico and the EU: 10 years of working together’, which assessed the development of 
the agreement over the last decade and looked at the benefits it has brought for Mexico 
and the EU. In this connection, they draw attention to the heightened bilateral relations in 
the areas of trade and investment. Both sides agree, however, that there are areas in EU-
Mexico relations that require attention in order for as much benefit as possible to be 
derived from the scope of the Global Agreement;

19. Both delegations agree that the EU is now particularly important as regards the 
diversification of Mexico’s trade relations. Major progress has been made economically 
since the EU-Mexico free trade agreement entered into force, particularly in the areas of 
trade and mutual investment, although progress must continue to be made in these areas;

20. The European and Mexican delegations wholeheartedly reject Arizona’s ‘Support Our 
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Law Enforcement and Safe Neighborhoods Act’ (SB 1070), containing provisions that 
promote intolerance, are based on racial prejudice and infringe basic human rights; 
furthermore, they condemn the enactment of this legislation, which criminalises 
migration and authorises the state police authorities to detain anyone they suspect might 
be in the country illegally based on their ethnic appearance and race. Both delegations 
call for the act to be amended to ensure that basic human rights are not infringed in 
Arizona, although they do acknowledge the US President’s positive attitude in expressing 
his disapproval of the act and calling for migrants to be treated with dignity;

20a.Both delegations reiterate the need for continued efforts to be made to strengthen 
dialogue on migration through the structured dialogue between the EU and the LAC, 
which was launched in 2009 with a view to improving understanding of various 
migration issues in both regions, as well as fostering best practice and mutual 
understanding; 

21. The European and Mexican delegations express their concern at the rise in violence in 
Mexico over the last few months. They therefore voice their support for the Mexican 
Government’s resolute efforts to tackle organised crime and wipe out drug trafficking 
with a view to guaranteeing a peaceful society, citizens’ safety and respect for human 
rights, in particular as regards protection for women, journalists and human rights 
defenders;

21a.With this in mind, the delegations reiterate their determination to see European countries 
continue to take practical steps that are outlined in the joint implementation plan, as well 
as the exchange of information and data with a view to fighting for co-regulation against 
money laundering in order to counter drug trafficking and terrorism;

22. In this connection, both sides again stress the importance of combating terrorism of all 
shapes and forms on the basis of the principles of shared responsibility and strict 
adherence to international law;

23. The European and Mexican delegations consider it vital that young people should be 
integrated into society and should identify with the democratic system, as the exclusion 
of young people is one of the main causes of violence, and their disaffection with 
institutions weakens democracy. Both sides therefore undertake to enhance cooperation 
as regards social cohesion and the resources required to help these young people. With 
this in mind, they welcome the forthcoming Mexico-EU Interparliamentary Youth 
Forum, which is to be held as part of the World Youth Conference in Monterrey, Mexico, 
in August 2010;

24. The European delegation welcomes the recent steps taken by the Mexican Government to 
consolidate the rule of law with a view to tackling some of the structural problems that 
are at the root of human rights violations, specifically with reference to reform of the 
judicial system and action to combat impunity;

25. The European delegation supports the Mexican Government’s commitment to continue 
working with the other authorities within the union, national and international civil 
society organisations, the National Human Rights Commission and international 
multilateral bodies to enhance the legal framework for human rights as well as the 
relevant public policies. In this connection, the European delegation welcomes the 
Mexican Government’s adoption of a federal law to combat trafficking in human beings;

26. The delegations are keen to use exchanges of experience to promote and defend human 
rights. They also agree that it is important to increase the scope for cooperation and 
support for international efforts to defend human rights; furthermore, they are pleased at 
this year’s launch of the agreement to strengthen EU-Mexico dialogue on human rights, 
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which is a key forum for both sharing relevant experience from a bilateral, reciprocal 
perspective and fostering cooperation between the two sides;

27. The European and Mexican delegations again stress their commitment to enhancing 
dialogue and setting an agenda for cooperation on climate change, emphasising that it 
must continue to be addressed multilaterally, in line with the principle of shared and 
differentiated responsibilities;

28. Both delegations are aware of the importance of climate change, which is one of the 
biggest and most pressing challenges currently facing us; they express their support for 
and commitment to the 16th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (COP 16), which is to take place in Cancún (Mexico) between 
29 November and 10 December 2010. The delegations wish it every success and hope 
that a new, legally binding global agreement with ambitious commitments regarding 
resources for adapting to and mitigating climate change can be concluded and enter into 
force as of 2012;

28a.Both delegations express their concern at the increasingly frequent natural disasters of all 
kinds that not only disrupt people’s lives but also become threats to the economy, 
infrastructure and development. With a view to prevention, they will therefore work 
together in an effort to set up civil protection and defence programmes that could range 
from emergency aid to monitoring of the climate, earthquakes, fires, tsunamis and so on;

28b.In this context, the two delegations will seek to encourage research centres in prestigious 
universities and institutions in Mexico and the EU to exchange experience and set up 
joint programmes; this is not only about carrying out research into ways of countering the 
damage caused by natural disasters: it is also a way of fostering genuine integration by 
carrying out projects;

29. Both delegations agree that the scope for cooperation should be widened to include new 
areas with huge potential, such as climate change, renewable energy and three-way 
cooperation. In this connection, they again underline their backing for the adoption by the 
EU-LAC Summit of the above-mentioned Latin America Investment Facility, which 
would help finance energy infrastructure investment projects, including energy 
efficiency, renewable energy systems, transport, the environment and social cohesion;

30. The European and Mexican delegations highlight the importance of cooperation on 
education and culture, areas in which exchanges between institutions have been set up 
and enhanced, as such exchanges help raise awareness of best practice and therefore are 
of benefit to both parties. Consideration should be given to raising awareness of best 
practice in the areas of technical education and professional training, distance learning 
and reforms in the various levels of education. Both delegations express their satisfaction 
at the results obtained in this area over the last 10 years; in the light of the Sectoral 
Agreement on Science and Technology, they are keen to see the conclusion of a sectoral 
agreement on higher education;

31. The Mexican delegation expresses its satisfaction at the benefits the Erasmus Mundus 
Programme has brought to hundreds of Mexican students and is keen to see it extended. It 
furthermore reiterates Mexico’s commitment to ensuring its institutions are in a position 
to benefit as much as possible from opportunities for cooperation in the field of 
education. It also takes the view that discussions should take place on an accreditation 
system for comparable qualifications, the establishment of equivalence and mutual 
recognition;

32. Along similar lines, both delegations express their satisfaction at the level of bilateral 
cooperation achieved in the field of science and technology, and at Mexico’s participation 
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in the Seventh Framework Programme, in which 39 participants and 33 projects from 
Mexico were involved;

32a.Both delegations acknowledge the importance of cooperation on statistics and of the 
progress made in the negotiations on completing the Mexico-EU agreement on certain 
aspects of air services;

34. Both delegations stress the importance of increased unity as regards taking action in 
Central America for peace, regional political stability, the consolidation of democracy 
and social progress in the countries in the region;

35. The European and Mexican delegations are grateful to the Spanish Presidency for its 
invitation to hold the 10th JPC in Seville. They should also like to thank its 
representatives for all their support in organising and putting on the meeting, and are 
much obliged to Mexico’s Embassy to the European Union and the European 
Commission for all the information they have provided to the members of the JPC in the 
context of the meeting;

36. It is agreed that the 11th meeting of the JPC will take place in Mexico in the second half 
of 2010.

37. Both parties thank the people of Seville for their hospitality and agree to forward this 
Declaration to the members of the Association Council, reiterating their wish for the co-
chairs of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee to attend future meetings of the 
Association Council.

Done at Seville, Spain, on 14 May 2010

European Parliament Delegation to the 
EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

Ramón Jáuregui Atondo
Chair

Delegation of the Honourable Congress 
of the Union of the United States of 

Mexico to the EU-Mexico Joint 
Parliamentary Committee

Senator José Guadarrama Márquez
Chair
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