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AT THIS MEETING the committee will be 
hearing a presentation by the rapporteur, 
Klaus-Heiner Lehne, of his draft opinion on 
the amendment of the regulation on credit 
rating agencies. The other highlight will be 
the vote on Luigi Berlinguer's draft report on 
the civil-law, family law and PIL aspects of 
the Stockholm Action Plan. The 
Commission's Action Plan already purports 
to respond to Parliament's priorities, the 
Legal Affairs Committee is now having its 
say on the Commission's response.

In addition, the committee will be discussing 
the legal basis for a proposal on combating 
trafficking in human beings (rapporteur: Eva 
Lichtenberger) and considering whether 
Parliament should intervene in certain legal 
proceedings. It will also be hearing Mr Lisek 
in connection with a request for the waiver 
of his parliamentary immunity.  The 
discussion of the legal basis for proposed 
legislation laying down special conditions 
for trade with those areas of the Republic of 
Cyprus in which the Government of Cyprus 
does not exercise effective control has been 
postponed.

THIS IS NEW
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 An extraordinary Committee meeting 
will be held on 06 October in Brussels in 
order to vote Mr Rapkay's report on 
"European External Action Service: 
amendment of the Staff Regulations of 

officials of the European Communities 
and the conditions of employment of 
other servants of those Communities".

1.  ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA

2.  ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE 
CHAIRMAN

_______________________________________
______________

3.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF 
THE MEETING OF:

 02 September 2010

_______________________________________
______________

4.  AMENDMENT OF REGULATION (EC) 
NO 1060/2009 ON CREDIT RATING 
AGENCIES

Procedure 2010/0160(COD)
Basic doc COM(2010)0289
Legal basis Art. 114 TFEU
Rapporteur for opinion Klaus-Heiner LEHNE
Administrator respons. Leticia ZULETA DE 

REALES
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON / Jean-Paul 

GAUZES

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 20.9.2010
Deadline for amend. 11.10.2010 noon
Adoption JURI 28.10.2010
Adoption Lead Comm. 9.11.2010

With its proposal, the Commission aims at 
revising the Regulation on credit rating 
agencies  in order to introduce a centralised 

oversight of credit rating agencies (CRAs) 
operating in the EU. This task is to be 
entrusted to the European Securities and 
Markets Authority (ESMA), which is to be 
responsible for the registration of CRAs and 
their supervision as well as for the oversight 
of ratings issued by rating agencies 
established in third countries that operate in 
the EU under the certification or 
endorsement regimes. Nevertheless, national 
competent authorities would remain 
responsible for the supervision of the use of 
credit ratings. Moreover, they would have to 
cooperate with ESMA and to provide 
assistance when ESMA considers it 
necessary. 

In addition, the Commission advocates that 
issuers of structured finance instruments or 
related third parties should be required to 
give access to the information which they 
have given to the CRA they hired to 
competing CRAs, while respecting 
confidentiality requirements. This measure 
will tend to enhance transparency, to 
increase competition among CRAs, to 
multiply ratings for a same issuer and to 
avoid possible conflicts of interest arising for 
the CRA under the issuer-pays model.

Finally, the Commission proposal adds 
alternative investment funds in the scope of 
the Regulation so as to treat them in the 
same way as the other EU financial 
institutions, i.e. by requiring credit ratings to 
be issued by a registered, certified or 
endorsed credit rating agency.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF 20 SEPTEMBER 2010
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At this meeting, the rapporteur will present 
his draft opinion and the deadline for 
amendments will be set as 11.10.2010 at 
noon.

VVOOTTEE

5.  CIVIL LAW, COMMERCIAL LAW, 
FAMILY LAW AND PRIVATE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW ASPECTS OF 
THE ACTION PLAN IMPLEMENTING 
THE STOCKHOLM PROGRAMME

Procedure 2010/2080(INI)
Basic doc COM(2010)0171
Rapporteur Luigi BERLINGUER
Administrator respons. Robert Bray 

Edouard Dirrig

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 01.06.2010

Draft report 23.6.2010
Deadline for amend 06.09.2010
Adoption JURI 20.09.2010

The Stockholm programme adopted by the 
European Council in December 20091 sets the 
priorities for developing the European area 
of freedom, security and justice in the next 
five years. Union law can facilitate mobility 
and empower citizens to exercise their free 

                                               
1 Council document 17024/09, adopted by the European 
Council on 10/11 December 2009.

movement rights whilst strengthening 
confidence in the European judicial area. 

The Commission's Action Plan 
implementing the Stockholm Programme 
foresees a set of measures, some of which are 
already before the Union legislature, with 
others being scheduled between this year 
and 2014 - one of its objectives is "to respond 
to European Parliament priorities"2. 

According to the Commission, the Action 
Plan makes use of the tools available 
following the entry into force of the Lisbon 
Treaty to help make people's daily lives and 
everyday business practices easier, 
reconciling the needs of citizens and the 
single market with the diversity of legal 
traditions among Member States. The 
Commission in its document invites the 
European Parliament and Council to endorse 
the Action Plan and to actively engage in its 
implementation.

Members have tabled 42 amendments to the 
draft report and two standing committees 
(INTA and IMCO) have each produced an 
Opinion. At this meeting, the vote will take 
place.

POSTPONED
DISCUSSION OF LEGAL BASIS

6.  SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR TRADE 
WITH THOSE AREAS OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF CYPRUS IN WHICH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
CYPRUS DOES NOT EXERCISE 
EFFECTIVE CONTROL

Procedure Rule 37
Basic doc COM(2004)0466
Legal basis To be determined
Rapporteur Kurt LECHNER
Administrator respons. Robert Bray

Mélodie Baillif 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE
                                               
2 See resolution of 25 November 2009.
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Exchange of views 20/09/2010
Adoption JURI tbc

The proposal in question sets out to offer a 
preferential regime for products entering the 
Customs Territory of the EU and contains 
detailed rules concerning the documents 
which would certify the origin of goods and 
which would be issued by the Turkish 
Cypriot Chamber of Commerce or another 
duly authorised body, phytosanitary 
inspection, food and product safety, taxation 
issues, communication obligations, and 
safeguard measures in the event of 
ineffective cooperation, irregularities or 
fraud. It is proposed that the preferential 
regime take the form of a tariff quota system 
which should be established with a view to 
encouraging economic development while 
avoiding the creation of artificial trade 
patterns or facilitating fraud.

This proposal w a s  previously based on 
Article 133 of the EC Treaty, under which 
the Commission submitted proposals to the 
Council for implementing the common 
commercial policy. The Commission now 
proposes to use the legal basis of Article 
207(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union.  In contrast, the Council 
considers that the proper legal basis is 
Article 1(2) of Protocol No 10 on Cyprus to 
the Treaty of Accession of April 2003.

VVOOTTEE

DISCUSSION OF LEGAL BASIS

7.  TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS 
(REPEAL OF FRAMEWORK DECISION 
2002/629/JHA)

Procedure 2010/0065 (COD)
Basic doc COM(2010)0095
Legal basis To be determined
Rapporteur Eva LICHTENBERGER
Administrator respons. Robert Bray

Magnus Nordanskog 
Petra Domenighini 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 20/09/2010

By letter of 7 September 2010, the Committee 
on Women's Rights and Gender Equality 
and the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs asked the Legal Affairs 
Committee to consider the legal basis of a 
proposal for a directive on preventing and 
combating trafficking in human beings, and 
protecting victims, repealing Framework 
Decision 2002/629/JHA (COM(2010)0095), 
pursuant to Rule 37 of the Rules of 
Procedure. 

The legal basis proposed by the Commission 
for the proposed directive is Articles 82(2) 
and 83(1) TFEU, under Title V, Chapter 4 
entitled "Judicial cooperation in criminal 
matters". Following the vote on a draft 
report at a joint meeting of the above-
mentioned committees pursuant to Rule 51 
of the Rules of Procedure, amendments 
introducing Article 79(2) TFEU, under Title 
V, Chapter 2 entitled "Policies on border 
checks, asylum and immigration", as an 
additional legal basis were adopted.

At this meeting, the rapporteur, Eva 
Lichtenberger, will present his views as to 
the appropriateness of adding the proposed 
legal basis.

IN CAMERA

8.  DISPUTES INVOLVING 
PARLIAMENT:
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None

IN CAMERA

9.  VERIFICATION OF CREDENTIALS:

Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner 
LEHNE

Administrator respons. Giorgio Mussa

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 20.09.2010
Adoption JURI 20.09.2010

The President has announced to the plenary 
that the competent national authorities have 
given notice of the appointment of the 
following as Member(s) of the European 
Parliament, with effect from the date(s) 
shown below:

Mr Sergio GUTIÉRREZ PRIETO, (to replace 
Ms Magdalena Alvarez ), as from 19 July
2010;

According to Rule 3 of the Rules of 
Procedure, on the basis of a report by the 
JURI Committee, Parliament shall verify the 
credentials without delay and rule on the 
validity of the mandate of each of its newly 
elected Members. Parliament will also rule 
on any dispute referred to it pursuant to the 
provisions of the Act of 20 September 1976, 
except those based on national electoral 
laws.  It is not possible to confirm the 
validity of the mandate of a Member unless 
the written declarations required on the 
basis of Article 7 of the Act of 20 September 
1976 and Annex I to the Rules have been 
made.  Until such time as a Member's 
credentials have been verified or a ruling has 

been given on any dispute, the Member shall 
take his seat in Parliament and on its bodies 
and shall enjoy all the rights attaching 
thereto.

IN CAMERA

10.  REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY OF MR 
KRZYSZTOF LISEK

Procedure 2009/2244 (IMM)
Rapporteur Eva LICHTENBERGER
Administrator respons. Giorgio Mussa
Notice to Members PE439.163v01-00

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of 
views/Hearing

20.09.2010
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At the sitting of 14 December 2009 the 
President announced, under Rule 6(2) of the 
Rules of Procedure, that he had received a 
letter sent by the Polish judicial authorities 
on 5 November 2009 requesting the waiver 
of the parliamentary immunity of Mr. Lisek.
The President referred the request to the 
Committee on Legal Affairs under Rule 6(2).

At this meeting Mr Lisek will be heard and 
an exchange of views will take place.

11.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

12. DATES AND PLACES OF NEXT 
MEETINGS

Brussels

Possibly Wednesday 6 October 2010
in the morning

Strasbourg

Monday 18 October 2010
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

The library website provides direct access to many documents and sources related to the work of the JURI 
committee:

 Legal affairs policy area page

 Case law portal

 Upcoming conferences and seminars

 Useful databases

To learn more about the use of these pages and databases, register for a training.
In addition a team of information specialists is always available to help you with specific requests. Do not 
hesitate to ask the library.

****

LIBRARY NEWS

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/search.form?src=0
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/rep/05-LegalandInstitutionalaffairs/05-02-LegalAffairs/Case-law/lega-page-intro.htm
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=29825&policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/cmsContent.form?pageId=104
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/infosession.form
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/ems.form
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