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Summary

Subject Visit to Mannheim, Germany

Objectives

Main objective:

Following up the investments supported by the Structural Funds in the 
Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-Heidelberg area. Members of the Committee 
would like to exchange views with local actors on how cohesion policy 
interventions have contributed to development of the urban areas in 
question, and what their impact on the wider region has been.

Specific objectives:

- to experience how regional policy (programmes and interventions 
co-financed by the Structural Funds) has been implemented in 
Mannheim, Ludwigshafen and Heidelberg;

- to learn more on the ground about specific projects developed in 
the region falling under the Regional competitiveness and 
employment objective;

- to learn about successful urban regeneration measures in the 
"Jungbusch area" in Mannheim;

- to gain a deeper insight in how European regional policy can 
contribute to urban development;

- to get to know the Rhein-Neckar metropolitan region;

- to consult with regional authorities and other stakeholders on how 
cohesion policy interventions have contributed to development of 
the urban areas in question, and what their impact on the wider 
region has been.

Date 23 to 25 June 2010

Places Mannheim, Ludwigshafen, Heidelberg

Chairman
Jan Olbrycht (PL, EPP); on the first day of the delegation (23 June 
2010) Mr Seán Kelly (IE, EPP) replaced Mr Olbrycht and took the 
responsibility of chairing the delegation.

The list of participants is attached in the annexe.
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Background

At the initiative of the S&D Group, the Committee on Regional Development decided 
to send a delegation to Mannheim, Germany.

It was the second delegation in 2010 that targeted an urban area (the first was sent to 
Paris and its surroundings) and aimed at studying the urban dimension in cohesion 
policy in the present programming period.

The urban area of Mannheim, as well as of Ludwigshafen and Heidelberg is of 
particular interest to the Members of the Regional Development Committee for a 
number of reasons:

 As the discussion on the future of cohesion policy unfolds, the discussion on 
urban dimension in cohesion policy emerges on the agenda of the Committee 
on Regional Development. The delegation visit allowed Members to gain 
valuable insight into the results obtained via the URBAN initiative in the 
previous programming period as well as to examine how the mainstreaming of 
urban development issues into the Structural Funds regulations work in the 
present programming period.

 The Rhein-Neckar Metropolitan Region is one of the 11 such functional 
regions that comprise major German cities and their surrounding metropolitan 
areas. Metropolitan regions were organised into political units for planning 
purposes. With a view to the discussions on territorial cooperation, macro-
regions and functional regions, the visit and exchanges about the experience in 
the Rhein-Neckar area can provide valuable insight for Members.

 The programme of the Delegation included several projects implemented in 
the Jungbusch district of Mannheim, which is a prime example of urban 
regeneration.

 Further to the specific insights offered by the region in question, REGI 
Members also had the opportunity to gain hands on experience in a region that 
falls under the Regional competitiveness and employment objective.
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23 June

8:00 - 9:00 Welcome breakfast

Mr Peter Simon, (S&D), MEP from Mannheim and initiator of the Delegation Visit 
from the part of the S&D Group gave a short introduction to Mannheim and the 
Rhine-Neckar Metropolitan Region. Members had a brief overview of the programme 
of the visit, and were briefed about the Chair's absence on the first day of the 
delegation.

9:30 - 11:15 Meeting with mayors and representatives of the municipal council 
and representatives of the Ministry of Rural Affairs, Food an 
Consumer Protection and the Ministry of Economics of Baden-
Wuerttemberg

The program of the delegation started with a meeting with the regional and local 
authorities during which Members could listen to interesting presentations made by 
Dr. Peter Kurz, Mayor of Mannheim, (Subject: 1.) The city of Mannheim 2.) What 
Mannheim has achieved with the help of the ERDF?), Mr Hartmut Alker, Head of 
Department, Ministry of Rural Affairs, Food an Consumer Protection of Baden-
Wuerttemberg (Subject: The ERDF-Funds 2007-2013 in Baden-Wuerttemberg –
View of the management authority) and Dr. Hans Freudenberg, Under-Secretary 
in the Ministry of Economics of Baden-Wuerttemberg (Subject: "The ERDF-
Funds 2007-2013 in Baden-Wuerttemberg – Implementation in the major cities of 
Baden-Wuerttemberg). 

Participants were given an overview of the city of Mannheim, and the important role 
played by the Structural Funds in the revival of the city. The Mayor highlighted the 
specific aspect of creative industry and art that both mark the path of development 
pursued in the area. Furthermore, Dr Kurz called Mannheim, the "city of 
emancipation" where the creation of a cohesive community is of utmost importance. It 
was explained that Structural Funds contributed to a great extent to structural change 
and job creation in the past, in particular through nurturing emerging new economic 
activities (creative industry, music industry, IT sector). Another important element 
mentioned was the revitalisation of the Jungbusch area. All in all, infrastructure 
projects could not have been realised without EU support, and as the Mayor stressed, 
the URBAN II initiative was extensively used in the city with a special focus on job 
creation and education.

Mr. Alker explained the apparent paradox of conceding EU funds to a wealthy region 
as Baden Württemberg and justified it on the basis of two arguments: 1) the will of 
the region of playing a role in European cohesion, which can be pursued only through 
active participation in EU-funded projects 2) the impossibility to deal successfully 
with the challenges of the next ten years (innovation, climate change, demography) 
without the support of the EU funds.
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As last speaker, Mr. Freudenberg recalled the experience already matured in 
Mannheim in the period 2000-2006 with 30 million Euros from the ERDF invested in 
the area. Several projects could be implemented, among which a music cluster (the 
Music Park), and the Pop Akademie, both to be visited in the afternoon. These 
projects, in particular, have largely contributed to the improvement of the image of 
the city of Mannheim and will be widened during the period 2007-2013. He added 
that the Mafinex Technologiezentrum and the German-Turkish Economic Centre 
were also funded by ERDF and are successful examples of projects targeting specific 
groups.

As regards the period 2007-2013, when innovation has been put at the centre of the 
priorities, in line with the Lisbon Strategy, EUR 12.4 million are available for 
Mannheim under the Structural Funds, which are being spent mainly to foster the 
development of clusters and the cooperation among partners in the field of innovation.

Mr Seán Kelly, acting Chair of the delegation, congratulated to the achievements and 
the application of European funding in industry and job creation. He especially 
welcomed the remarks on the important role played by EU Funds. With regard to
questions on the future of the policy, he stressed that the discussions have just started;
there is no decision yet on the future architecture of the policy. Mr Kelly found that 
there were numerous learning points in this region, stating that "many can imitate, but 
few can innovate", referring to the innovative and good practice elements of the 
projects mentioned. He concluded that it is important therefore to continue supporting 
innovators in the future.

In the debate Members wanted to know more about the future plans of the city of 
Mannheim and the Rhein-Neckar Metropolitan Region with respect to cohesion 
policy and relations to other countries. It was explained that a great emphasis will and 
should be put on innovation cluster policy (cluster policy has to a great extent been 
financed from Cohesion Policy) and job creation. The European territorial 
cooperation objective offers good opportunities, and the role of medium-sized cities 
across the EU should be strengthened in this context as centres for development and 
innovation.

A general message was that local and regional level should be more strongly involved 
in management and implementation according to a multi-level governance approach.

Finally, following questions related to environmental issues, the speakers informed 
that since the 1980s, economic strategy has been developed with a strong focus on
energy and environment related issues and green industries.

11:30 - 13:00 Mannheim Centre of female entrepreneurs (gig7)

The delegation was received by Ms Ilse Thomas, who presented the "gig7" project to 
members. Ms Thomas explained that the Centre have been counselling and couching 
women starting up their own business since 1992. They provide diverse services 
including start up counselling and coaching (business plan, book keeping, tax and 
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insurances, marketing, market analysis), expert lectures and seminars, networking 
possibilities as well as offices to rent.
The target group is women in the field of arts and culture, humanists and cultural 
scientists, business women and start up entrepreneurs, but also women entrepreneurs 
in a crisis situation. It was explained that women have different motivations to start 
their business. The usual "client" of the Centre is between 35-45 years old, has a high 
level of education and many years of work experience. Women encounter difficulties 
when trying to start their business, a problem in particular is the difficult access to 
financial resources - hence this aspect is part of the counselling at the Centre.

EU support was used in the rehabilitation and renovation of the building of the Centre 
(ERDF, 2000-2006 programming period) and also for setting up o advisory services 
(ESF). All in all, the gig7 is an innovative project in Baden-Württemberg and has 
accumulated a very specific expertise in the area.

In the discussion following the presentation, the acting Chair took the floor first 
praising the quality and unique nature of the project, stressing that helping women in
their endeavour to start a business is a challenge in many countries. In response to the 
Chair's question about sustainability of the results, it was explained that 70 % of the 
clients are still in business after 5 years. Members also wanted to know whether 
courses are given to women on how to better organise work and private life, but it was 
explained that the presumption in the Centre is that women starting a business have 
already dealt with this aspect.

Members found it very important that the Centre offers solutions to women, who 
often face difficulties in entering or re-entering the labour market. The important role 
of the EU in promoting equal opportunities was also highlighted. In response to the 
question on whether women of other nationalities than German can also have access 
to the Centre, Ms Thomas responded that there are indeed only a few immigrant 
clients, who usually have a high level of education. Regarding the industry women 
represent, there are chemists, biologists, marketing experts, dieticians, etc. Since 
2001, the year of foundation, the Centre has kept a yearly average of 600 
consultancies. 75% of the women who consulted gig7 founded their business 
afterwards.

To sum up, Ms Thomas pleaded the Members to spread the idea of the Centre, which 
could help them finding partners in other countries in order to transfer the know-how 
already acquired.

13:15 - 15:00 Pop Academy - Mannheim

The delegation was welcomed by a small concert of the pop band "Mary and the red 
cats", students at the Academy.

After that, professors Udo Dahmen and Hubert Wandjo illustrated the uniqueness 
of this pop school, the only of its kind (competence centre for popular culture and 
music business) in Germany, the buildings of which were co-financed by ERDF.
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It was explained in detail that the areas of activity range from training to specific 
projects (school camps, Songwriter week, School of rock) to couching activities on 
pop music.

The school receives between 500 and 700 applications annually for 65 places only; 
students must dedicate at least 20% of their time to work. 70% of them find
immediately a job in the music field (singers but also producers, song writers, 
entrepreneurs) after graduation. The school is partner of wide networks of cooperation 
with many EU (UK, Sweden, Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium) and extra-EU (USA, 
China) universities. Furthermore, its study programmes receive more and more 
interest from abroad, and therefore its pop music design master programme will be 
bilingual.

An interesting pilot project of the Academy was also described, aiming at improving 
German language skills through pop music, especially targeting immigrant kids.

The ERDF financed the construction of the two school buildings with a total 
investment of EUR 2.6 million to which regional and private funds were summed up. 
In the next years two additional floors will be built with a further investment of EUR 
2.77 million (ERDF).

Mr. Kelly highlighted the importance of the public-private partnership in this project 
and praised the practical approach of the school, which is not to be found in all 
universities. 

Members questioned whether students are trained on EU copyright rules and were 
answered that training offer includes also these aspect (course on music law).

The professors also explained during the discussion that students are required to 
pursue an internship, and these internships are paid, to ensure that financial 
difficulties do not dissuade talented youngsters.

The delegation had then the occasion to visit the premises of the school, including the 
registration room and have a more practical idea of the activities carried out there.

15:00 - 16:00 Visit to the Yavuz Sultan Selim mosque

The delegation visited the most important mosque of Mannheim, where Mr. Bekir 
Alboga explained that the idea at the basis of its construction is to make it a public 
place, beside than a religious centre, a reference for the numerous Turkish minority in 
the city. The mosque was built between 1993 and 1995 and is located in the Jungbush 
district.

During the discussion Members appreciated the role that religion plays in the life of 
the Turkish minority on Germany and highlighted the importance of an open attitude 
to avoid conflicts and of an active role of the Turkish minority in the German society 
to attain integration.
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16:15-17:15 - Presentation of Neighbourhood management in Mannheim-
Jungbusch

The delegation was welcomed by Mr. Michael Scheuermann who explained the 
particular character of this city district, where 64% of the population (8000 in total) 
have an immigration background (the first minority being Turks followed by Italians
and most recently strong immigration trends from Bulgaria).

Many creative as well as economic activities have developed in the district in recent 
years also thanks to the URBAN initiative, which has contributed to regenerating the 
area and brought new groups of inhabitants, among which artists and families with 
children. ESF finances here several projects, for instance the project called 
"Integration through sport" that pursues pacific coexistence among different 
communities. This district, according to the speaker, has become a real microcosm 
with dynamics typical for a big city.

Members asked about the risk of gentrification in such a district, which the speaker 
declared being under control and which actually helped overcoming the negative 
image that the district had in the past. A rather more serious challenge is represented 
instead by the challenge of contrasting the high fluctuation of residents, who tend to 
leave the district very quickly.

Other questions focussed on the quality of schools and public transport in the area, to 
which Mr. Scheuermann gave a positive feedback adding that also levels of crime in 
the district are not higher than in the rest of the city.

The final message to Members was that development needs time, 5-7 years 
programme cycles are too short to deliver results, it is very important to maintain the 
support provided by the EU to consolidate the initiated activities and accompany 
projects and capitalise on what has been achieved so far.

17:30 - 19:00 - Music Park - Mannheim

The delegation was welcomed by Mr. Christian Sommer, Managing Director of the 
Music Park. He briefly described the Music Park to members, stating that the Park has 
approximately 4300 m² of the office space and accommodates at present 60 
companies, which offer around 200 jobs, from which 16 are reserved for trainees.
(The construction of the building was financed by the EU, the land Baden-
Württemberg and the city of Mannheim. The total investment amounted to EUR 6.2 
million.) He added that the Music Park is the first Start-Up-Centre for the music 
sector in Germany. Its objective is to facilitate the young, creative entrepreneurs the 
access music-oriented economy. About 60 consultations per year (regarding setting up 
new companies) have been recorded. Following his presentation Mr Sommer guided 
Members into this real incubator for music-related activities, from dance courses for 
children and adults, to marketing and promotion of events, from seminars, 
counselling, supervision and consultations to the exchange of contacts in the 
(international) music industry and provision and renting office space. Also most 
practical activities related to the musical world are present, from a lawyer specialised 



European Parliament - Committee on Regional Development - The Secretariat

Page 10 of 27

in copyright and music law to accountants offering their services to the firms of the 
Music Park. 
Members had the opportunity to visit some of the firms present in the centre active in 
the field of online ticketing for cultural events, production and distribution of 
traditional music instruments and training (school for DJs).

The building was co-financed under the ERDF funds and in few months all available 
spaces could be rented. The total investment amounted to EUR 6.2 million. Later on a 
second building was added with regional, local and private funding.

19:00 - Dinner hosted by the Musikpark with short music presentation at the
            Restaurant "Hafenstrand" with presence of Mannheim’s Deputy Major
             Michael Grötsch

The dinner hosted by the city of Mannheim took place in the restaurant of the Music 
Park at the presence of the Deputy Mayor Mr. Michael Grötch. Both Mr Grötsch 
and Mr Kelly, acting Chair of the Delegation made a short speech. Mr Grötsch 
welcomed the Delegation, and stressed the importance of EU funding in the 
regeneration of some of the areas in Mannheim. Mr Kelly summarised the experience 
of the first day of the Delegation, and expressed his satisfaction with the high quality 
and innovative nature of projects that were presented.

A short concert was performed by a local music group from the Pop Akademie.

24 June

8:45 - 10:45 - Mafinex Technology Centre, Presentations

During this morning session in the Mafinex Technology Centre a series of 
presentations were given to participants of the delegation. An overview was provided 
about major projects in the area by Mr Jürgen Münch and Mr Ottmar Schmitt.

Presentation of the German-Turkish Business Centre Mannheim and the MAFINEX 
Gründerverbund

Mr. Juergen Münch introduced the German-Turkish Business centre in his 
presentation explaining the specific demographic situation in Mannheim (325.000 
inhabitants representing approximately 170 nations, out of which 60.000 of Turkish 
origin). The Centre targets Turks and Germans with Turkish descent. These people 
often have a high willingness to start their own business, but most of the times their 
qualification level is below average, they need to face tough requirements to have 
bank loan and also often lack proficiency in German language. The strategy of the 
city of Mannheim when setting up this Centre has been to involve all relevant actors 
from the City Council to Chambers when approaching the target group and to also 
offer services in Turkish language. Goals and services of the Business Centre were 
described as follows:
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 providing consultation and professional training for Turkish company’s 
founders and entrepreneurs;

 supporting established Turkish businesses in ensuring and improving their 
competitiveness;

 helping company’s founders and entrepreneurs of Turkish origin to better 
integrate into local economic;

 developing a local approach to broadening the German-Turkish trade 
relations;

 renting high-quality offices.

The project received EUR 923.942 from ERDF under the former Objective 2. 
Between 2004 and 2007 the following was achieved: 496 participants in training and 
courses, 180 personal and 152 phone consultations, 11 new businesses set up in the 
centre, 45 outside creating 124 jobs. Mr Münch added that further to this these 
achievements have resulted in increased identification of Turkish people and Germans 
of Turkish descent with their city.

Members asked to know whether there are similar services offered to other 
nationalities, and it was explained that there is no specific business centre set up for 
any other nationality, but individual support services are available for immigrants 
from other than Turkish origin.

Presentation of "Mannheim 21"

Mr. Ottmar Schmitt in his intervention described the Mannheim 21 project explaining 
that the planning phase started already in 1996, when throughout the country the 
German Railway company decided to upgrade railway stations to meet the needs of 
the 21st century and also to regain position in the passenger and freight market against 
road and air transport. These ambitious plans of the railway also included the 
rethinking of land use and the selling of some land. The vision of Mannheim on this 
issue dates back to 1996. Mr Schmitt added that the city is located in the junction of 
significant rail lines and the sustainability of railway services is very important for the 
area.

The Mannheim 21 project had the aim of developing an innovative service location in 
the city. Buildings had to be demolished, streets are to be relocated (to be completed 
by 2013), and new arrangements need to be found for real estate. The project received 
funding from the former Objective 2 and now under the Regional competitiveness and 
employment objective.

Members wanted to know whether there have been difficulties with ownership rights 
when starting such an ambitious project. It was explained that the city decided to gain 
ownership for the whole area to avoid major difficulties when having to manage and 
negotiate with a diverse group of proprietors. The future of the railway system in 
Mannheim was also discussed, and Members learned to know some details about the 
ongoing discussions whether the railway system should be expanded or not. The 
approach is more regional, as the debate on the railway is on the level of the
metropolitan region. The Rhein-Neckar Metropolitan Region is against abolishing the 
rail service. Already when planning the recent urban development measures, attention 
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was paid to not to make it difficult or impossible for the railway company to expand 
and develop its services. 

Members also wanted to know what role housing plays in Mannheim 21, whether this 
aspect was also integrated into the project and whether latest environmental standards 
for buildings were observed. Mr Schmitt responded that indeed, apartments were also 
planned in the area to avoid the creation of a district composed by purely office 
blocks and lacking activities in the evening and at the weekends. The very complex 
German planning rules were followed also including environmental aspects. 16 % of 
the total cost is housing, but this element was not co-financed by the ERDF fund.

Finally, the Chair of the delegation, Mr Olbrycht wanted to know what role the EU 
support played in this development and what is the first experience in the new 
programming period. The answer was that in such highly complex projects requiring 
long years of planning and implementation EU can contribute to providing financial 
security and offering a long term perspective for project planners and project 
managers. However, more flexibility in the rules would be welcome, especially 
regarding the so called n+2 rule.

Presentation of the MAFINEX Technologiezentrum

Mr. Christian Sommer, whom the delegation met the day before at the Music Park,
presented the MAFINEX Centre for Technology which was funded in 1985. The 
principal goal is to support the creation of technology oriented firms and the transfer 
of knowledge from the education system. The proximity of the Mannheim College 
and University fits into this core idea.

The services on offer include among others counselling on ideas and concept of the 
firm, business plan and its implementation. Further help is offered during the 
establishment of the company, and information is provided about existing possibilities 
to receive financial support. In addition, the MAFINEX Centre of technology 
Mannheim also helps to create contacts to public authorities, banks, universities, 
colleges; scientific networks and guarantees support in marketing and sales activities 
as well.

Various small offices to let are available under favourable conditions on a surface 
area of 4,730 m². All important business, political and research institutions are 
integrated into the system of supporting the establishment of firms, through the close 
meshed MAFINEX-network: the City of Mannheim, IHK Rhein-Neckar, Chamber of 
Commerce Mannheim, credit institutions located in the area, regional industry 
enterprises, Centre of Technology Mannheim, etc.

10:45 - 11:45 - Press conference

The press conference took place in the MAFINEX Technologiezentrum. Several 
journalists of the local and regional media were present. 
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Mr Olbrycht explained that the delegation is sent by REGI committee to keep contact 
with project partners and have first hand experience on how EU laws are implemented 
on the ground. It offers the possibility to members to learn from practitioners and gain 
useful insights in the preparation for the debate on the future of cohesion policy, 
which can help when deciding what elements to keep for the next period.

Members summarised the programme of the delegation, praised the various successful 
projects targeting social inclusion, and also highlighted, that even tough Baden-
Württemberg is considered as a rich and developed region, it has areas that need 
support that cannot tackle their complex challenges alone. The innovative nature of 
projects, the focus on women and on environmental aspects was also highlighted. In 
his closing remarks, the Chair underlined, that it is important, to have a vision, an idea 
on how to improve and develop an area, and then to look for potential ways of 
financing, including EU sources.

After the Chair and the Members summarised their views, journalists had the 
possibility to ask questions to all the Members of the delegation. (A detailed press 
report, prepared by the Munich Information office of the EP is annexed to this report.)

12:00 - 13:30 - Visit of two companies supported by the ERDF Funds

To wind up the part of the program in Mannheim, the delegation visited two private 
companies that received support from the Structural Funds. 

Applied Critical Fluids GmbH (Biotechnology)

Dr Wolfgang Zimmernink presented this innovative medical technology company to 
the delegation. The company received funding under the former Objective 2 from 
ERDF (EUR 30.000), and Mr Zimmernink claimed that without this support they
would have been unable to fund this business.

The Applied Critical Fluids GmbH is a highly specialized trading company. It 
provides the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries with products such as 
disposable containers, bags or tubes. Usually, stainless steel or glass containers had 
been repeatedly used and cleaned in various ways. Now, the pharmaceutical 
manufacturers use more and more products that come only once in touch with a 
medicine. The activities of the company account for a seven-digit turnover with 
exports to France and the BENELUX countries.

During the discussion Members wanted to know more about what exactly the ERDF 
support was spent on, and it was explained that it was used for the building, which 
was renovated using the latest environmental standards (12 cm insulation, solar 
panels). Mr Zimmernink also explained the special aspects of the industry and the 
competitive advantages of this small company that distributes products of 25 different 
manufacturers.
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Dorothee Schumacher (Fashion Label)

Stefan Ahrens, managing director of the Schumacher Gmbh, a worldwide known 
fashion label company welcomed the delegation at the Mannheim headquarters.

The Schumacher GmbH is one of the EU-funded companies in the metropolitan 
region, and it is an internationally operating company with shops in Milan, New York, 
Moscow, London, Taipei, etc, and an annual turnover of more than EUR 300 million. 
Production is situated in diverse locations: EU (50-60 %), Turkey (10 %), and the rest 
outside the EU. 

It was explained that the EU support was used to renovate the building where the 
headquarters are located and it was provided in the form of favourable interest rates 
on credits. (The total investment amounted to EUR 500.000 of which EUR 375.000 
was covered with credit)

Members had the opportunity to get to know some details of this special market and 
its trends. Following their questions Mr Ahrens explained that the impact of the
company is positive on the city, as o the one hand it created new jobs and on the other 
hand it also has a positive image. The worldwide known fashion label attracts media 
attention which also is an indirect promotion for Mannheim as a business location. In 
addition its high turnover means a steady source of tax income for the city. 
Schumacher Gmbh "feels good" in Mannheim, and the city can draw conclusions 
from the experience on how to attract further companies to the area.

Following the discussion, Members had a guided tour in the building and could take a 
look at the various stages of designing new products, as well as at the building itself 
which was renovated in a stylish and modern manner.

14.00 - 15.00- Reception, City of Ludwigshafen

The visit to Ludwigshafen started with a welcome speech by Dr Eva Lohse, the 
mayor of the city and also head of the Rhein-Neckar Metropol region who said that 
Ludwigshafen has always tried to use the EU funds, in particular under the URBAN 
initiative, with a main focus on business support, urban development (upgrading the 
city centre) and social and cultural projects and with the general aim of better 
integrating Ludwigshafen into the region. In her view the URBAN initiative, and in 
particular the integrated urban development concept it promoted, was very successful 
in the city.

Mr Olbrycht expressed his appreciation to the mayor adding that this visit can be 
very useful for the work of the REGI committee. The debate has just started on the 
future of the EU budget and on the future of cohesion policy and it will be a 
complicated discussion. Views differ on the various policies, but obviously Members 
of REGI in general share the view on the positive added value of cohesion policy, and 
that in the future it should cover all regions and not only the poorest parts of Europe. 
MEPs need political and very dramatic arguments for defending the policy as there 
will be tendency to resign from objective 2. One aim during the delegation is to look 
for these arguments. It is not the aim and it is often not possible to enter into technical 
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details during a delegation visit, but Members should understand the significance and 
importance of projects and that what really matters is the quality of projects and of 
spending.

15:00 - 16:15 - URBAN, best-practices and promotion of the city centre in the 
current funding period 2007-2013 and presentation of the project 
"We get involved for our city"

Following the discussion with Dr Lohse, Ms Monika Gollnick first gave a general 
presentation on the achievements under the URBAN II initiative in Ludwigshafen in 
the previous programming period. In her explanation she highlighted that the area 
targeted under the programme in fact was Mannheim and Ludwigshafen together and 
targeted economic development and job creation, city renovation (construction), 
social projects (training and integration) as well as organisation and promotion. 

She also stressed the importance of the 'urban dimension' in the region and that not 
only structural but also cultural, infrastructural and social projects should be 
implemented in an integrated approach to urban development. Entering into details, 
Ms Gollnick focused on the achievements in Ludwigshafen:

 Economic development and job creation: brown field development, support to 
SMEs, improving skills and job potentials of the working age population. 
Achievements: 7000 m2 brown field area was cleaned, EUR 2 million granted 
to SMEs, resulting in 225 new jobs and 50 new training posts, creation of a 
virtual town hall, initiating a virtual IT and media exchange, training of 90 
persons to participate in the creation of "green" areas in the city, counselling 
for women once a week in matters related to establishing their own business.

 City renovation: creation of public spaces, creation of a network of green 
areas, measures to improve the environment. Achievements: upgrading of the 
pedestrian zone by planting trees and placing new lamps and removing 
obsolete objects; upgrading of the Rhein Park by planting trees, making 8000 
m2 recreational and sport area and by renovating the pavement and the bicycle 
path.

 Social projects: establishment of centres for communication, upgrading of 
schools and education, prevention of crime. Achievements: junior programmes
to teach German, Internet café for senior citizens with 283 trainings for more 
than 3000 participants since 2002; rehabilitation of the Bürgermeister-
Reichert-Haus; several projects targeting women including an Internet café
and training in word processing, etc. and rehabilitation of a secondary school 
building.

In the present programming period the city aims to build on the best practices of 
projects implemented in the previous programming period. As a first element, Ms 
Gollnick explained that the renovation of the city continues e.g. through the 
rehabilitation of the City library to make it accessible. The Rhein Park will be 
extended to the South and social projects will be further developed with continued 
focus on women and senior citizens.

Following the general presentation Ms Gollnick presented the networking project 
called "We get involved for our city", a project trying to encourage citizen 
involvement and to facilitate integration through training, music and art. The project 
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was divided into different modules which involved several organisations in diverse 
fields such as youth development / educational counselling, child and youth bureau, 
international women's office and specialized freelancers. Members could enjoy the 
modern dance performance of a group of youngsters who participated in this project.

During the discussion integration measures were further elaborated upon. Ms 
Gollnick explained that the basic concept is to improve the qualification of the target 
population to help them capitalise on their own skills (including language skills) so 
that they can be more successful in finding their way in the host society. To achieve 
this so called "Bridge builder" assistance is provided by qualified social workers, 
individuals with experience in a multilingual environment, and in different cultures. 
Among others, their task is to explain the way the local society works including 
healthcare, school system, labour market, etc. This gives reassurance to those,
especially to women, who are trying to find their way in a new country, and trying to 
help their own children to pursue integration.

Members wanted to know more about the sustainability of the projects, whether they 
can be carried forward in case the subsidies cease to exist. It would pose a big 
problem to the city; however, from the very beginning they have tried to explore 
alternative ways, such as creating permanent associations to carry out social activities.

16:15 - 18:30 Visiting several projects in Ludwigshafen

After the presentation Ms Gollnick accompanied the delegation to visit several 
projects in Ludwigshafen. 

Walk through the city along the public park "Rheinufer"

The visit started with a walk through the city along the Rhein Park ("Rheinufer"), 
which was renovated in the previous programming period (EU co-financing amounted 
to EUR 1,95 million) and is to be expanded. The modernised area offers the 
possibility to walk and bike safely and pursue sport and recreational activities, such as 
beach volleyball and streetball. The objective of this project, namely to better 
incorporate the river Rhine into the city, is considered to be achieved.

Walk through the pedestrian zone of Ludwigshafen promoted by URBAN II

From the Rhein Park the delegation walked through the rehabilitated pedestrian zone. 
Ms Gollnick explained that the aim when upgrading the pedestrian area was to 
improve the design, increase the quality of life and improve the sense of security of 
the city centre. The project included tree plantations, demolition of unattractive 
decorative elements, public lighting in specific areas and the artistic valorisation of 
leisure areas.

This last intervention (URBAN II) ended at the beginning of 2007. The project 
received EUR 250.000 in the previous programming period.
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Presentation of the project "Renovation - Mayor - Reicherthaus" (supported by 
URBAN II)

The next stop was at the project "Renovation - Mayor - Reicherthaus". The Director, 
Ms Barbara Auer welcomed the delegation and gave a short explanation of the art 
club while guiding Members through the exhibition.

Members were explained that the renovation works (measures of fire prevention, 
window renovation and renewal, electric works, a new air conditioning system for the 
exhibition room as well as renovation of the restrooms, etc) of the Bürgermeister-
Reichert-Haus started in 2002, and it was reopened in February 2004 as attractive pole 
of cultural life in the area. It includes today a little art gallery for art expositions and
hosts several cultural events. 

Visit of the city library that is going to be transferred to a modern fully accessible 
library during the current funding period

Mr. Reinhard Frisch, director of the branch and Mrs. Ingrid Berg, director of 
the central library welcomed the delegation. Members had the possibility to visit the 
building.

In the complex set of projects implemented in Ludwigshafen, the renovation of the 
library is considered as a flagship project, because of its important function for culture 
and education for the local community.

The City Library was built between 1960 and 1962. Today the current structure of the 
Library does not correspond anymore to what is demanded to a modern 
communicative Library. Organisational changes, an increased size of the Library, the 
integration of the administrative offices require a wider surface, which will be 
acquired through modifications and enlargements.

Moreover, barrier-free access to all areas of the Library has to be ensured. Among the 
planned interventions there will be also the renovation of the roof and the façade, fire 
prevention measures, renovation of the electric and air conditioning systems.

19:00 - 22:00 Working dinner hosted by the city of Mannheim at the Television 
Tower with presence of Mannheim’s First Deputy Major Christian Specht

The second day of the delegation ended in the revolving Tower in Mannheim. Mr 
Specht welcomed the REGI delegation in Mannheim and reminded of the importance 
of EU cohesion policy funding in Mannheim and the achievements the city has been 
able to present to Members. The Chair of the delegation thanked the Mayor for the 
invitation and expressed satisfaction over the innovative nature and quality of the 
projects. 
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25 June

09:00 - 12:00 - Reception and presentations - Heidelberg, Town hall

Presentation by Rhine-Neckar Metropolitan Region, Rhine-Neckar Regional 
Association and City of Heidelberg with presence of Deputy Major Dr. Joachim 
Gerner

Dr. Gerner welcomed the delegation in the city of Heidelberg and briefly introduced 
Members to Heidelberg and the Rhine-Neckar Metropolitan Region, to its historical
panorama and economy, highlighting the role of the University of Heidelberg, 
especially in the field of applied sciences.

Presentation by Christoph Trinemeier, managing director, Rhine-Neckar Regional 
Association (VRRN), Subject: "Regional Governance in the Rhine-Neckar 
Metropolitan Region"

Mr Trinemeier explained that the Metropolitan Region is in the intersection of three 
Regions (Land) with 2.4 million inhabitants (Baden-Württemberg, Hessen, Rheinland 
Pfalz), and it is an example of a unique way of territorial cooperation in Germany
with a unique governance structure. He gave an overview of the historical 
development of the structures operating the Region and allowing for developing 
effective regional development strategies and a vision of pursuing competitiveness 
(“To make the Rhein-Neckar Metropolitan Region known and recognized as one of 
the most attractive and competitive regions in Europe.”).

Organisational Chart

Source: presentation: Regional Governance in the Rhein-Neckar Metropolitan Region, by Mr 
Christoph Trinemeier

The governance structure of the Metropolitan Region is lean with 3 main institutions:  
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 The Rhein-Neckar Regional Association (public body, democratically 
legitimated, forum of political decision-making);

 The Association „Zukunft Metropolregion Rhein-Neckar e.V.“ (over 600 
members from economy, science and politics, counselling and financial 
support, also through funding, of regional initiatives, strengthening regional 
cooperation);

 The „Metropolregion Rhein-Neckar GmbH“ (responsible for the 
implementation of joint regional development projects).

Presentation by Stefan Dallinger, District Administrator of Rhein-Neckar-Kreis, 
speaker of the Network of European Metropolitan Regions in Germany (IKM) and 
managing director of the Rhine-Neckar Metropolitan Region GmbH (MRN GmbH) 
Subject: “EU cohesion policy post 2013. Position paper of the Network of European 
Metropolitan Regions in Germany (IKM)"

Mr Stefan Dallinger explained in his intervention that the Rhein-Neckar Metropolitan 
Region is one of the eleven metropolitan regions in Germany, accredited in 1995. 
These regions joined forces under the umbrella of the so called "Initiativkreis 
Europäische Metropolregionen in Deutschland (IKM)" in 2001.

Mr Dallinger addressed the views of metropolitan regions with regards to the future of 
cohesion policy post 2013, stating that the level at which the metropolitan regions act
provides the ideal platform for optimising the cohesion and combination of EU 
funding instruments within the meaning of a European added value.

The main requests presented by IKM in their Position paper on EU Cohesion Policy 
post 2013 were explained as follows:

1. Funding under "Objective 2"(Regional Competitiveness and Employment
objective) must be maintained and transitional arrangements set up for territories 
dropping out of "Objective 1" (Convergence objective);
2. Greater consideration must be given to regional cooperation areas that function in 
the way metropolitan regions do. Greater allowance must be given for cooperation in 
territories defined by functional criteria. Administrative and statistically defined 
territorial delimitations must no longer represent any obstacle to providing support 
from EU structural funds. Exemption clauses must be provided in all programmes.
3. Financial incentive systems must be introduced for cooperation projects extending 
across programme territories.
4. A new Community initiative must be created to fund and promote urban/rural 
cooperation within the meaning of large-area functional spheres of influence of 
metropolitan regions. The metropolitan regions lend themselves as model regions in
which the effect of programmes and projects can be evaluated systematically.
5. Competition-based processes must be applied on a broader basis in programme 
implementation.
6. Trans-national cooperation must be stepped up as a particular way of permitting 
measures and projects with European added value. Exemption clauses should be 
handled with a greater degree of flexibility so that consideration can also be given to 
functional interdependencies, particularly those extending beyond the INTERREG A 
programme boundaries.
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7. Assurance must be given at EU level that it will be possible to combine ERDF, ESF 
and EAFRD structural funding along the lines of cross-financing.
8. The EU partnership principle must be guaranteed by involving the metropolitan 
regions and other cooperation areas in drawing up Operational Programmes at an 
early stage.

The Chair of the delegation opened the discussion with a question about the legal 
status of metropolitan regions in Germany, and whether this structure can be 
translated into NUTS2 and NUTS3 units. The answer was the following: the 
metropolitan region does not replace already existing administrative structures; it is to 
support developments, initiate innovations. The reason to create them was not an 
administrative one, but to support regional and economic development. The aim is to 
operate these additional structures with as little bureaucracy as possible, and to 
concentrate on fostering cooperation, creating added value and keep flexibility of 
these structures. For example, clusters do not stop at administrative boundaries.

Members also wanted to know about what could be the indicators to define these new 
regions, and the answer was, that the basis on which for example ERDF funds are 
distributed among territories inside a country, should be subject to discussion in the 
country, as there can be rather diverse spatial structures in different Member States. 

Presentation by Jörg Saalbach, Europe referee Rhine-Neckar Regional Association 
(VRRN) Subject: “Cross-border and interregional cooperation projects of the 
Network of the Rhine-Neckar Regional Association (German-French Eurodistrict 
PAMINA an INTERREG B - programme Northern and Western Europe CODE 24 
and Manage +)”

Mr Saalbach gave an overview through examples of territorial cooperation in the 
Rhein-Neckar area. A cross-border project that he highlighted was the French-
German "PAMINA" region the legal status of which is "Eurodistrict" and which was 
founded in 1991. There have been several INTERREG A projects implemented in the 
area.
An example given to interregional cooperation was the INTERREG IV B NWE 
Manage+ projects that aim at the conversion of industrial and military heritage sites 
into sustainable business and tourism management centres. 50 % of the total budget of 
EUR 6.195.000 was co-financed by the EU. All project partners (from regions Ruhr 
and Rhine-Neckar [DE], Manchester-Liverpool [UK], West Flanders [BE] and 
Utrecht/ New Dutch Waterline/ 5 provinces [NL]) have implemented or are 
implementing regeneration projects. The partners will jointly develop and implement 
models for professional planning and management of the operations without creating 
additional financial and managerial burdens on local authorities. Furthermore, 
MANAGE+ seeks to induce the application of its models in other regions.

Another INTERREG IV B project example presented to Members was the Code24: 
corridor development Rotterdam - Genoa the implementation of which started in 
January 2010. This project intends to create and improve interconnections of 
economic development, spatial, transport and ecological planning along the trans-
European railway axis (TEN-T) no. 24 from Rotterdam to Genoa. CODE24 aims at a 
coordinated transnational strategy to support the improvement and the development of 
the corridor. By focussing on regional aspects in the corridor area, the project hopes to 
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strengthen the position of regional actors and stakeholders. CODE24 was approved 
under the Strategic Initiatives Framework of the INTERREG IVB NWE programme.

Presentation of the nationwide cluster of excellence BioRN Dr. Christian Tidona,
Managing director BioRN cluster management GmbH

Mr Tidona presented the BioRN cluster stating that it is a cluster representing a "hot 
spot" for personalised medicine and cancer research. Mr. Tidona named 4 success 
factors contributing to the excellent performance of this cluster:

 High concentration of related activities in the area: 60 biotech SMEs with 
1700 employees and 3 global players with 16000 employees (Roche, Merck-
Serono, Abbott), located within a radius of 30 km making BioRN one of the 5 
top high-tech clusters in Germany.

 Scientific excellence at the: University of Heidelberg, Heidelberg University 
Hospital, German Cancer Research Centre (DKFZ), and European Molecular 
Biology Laboratory.

 Campus infrastructure: the rapidly growing facilities now provide 69.000 m2

surface area of laboratories and office spaces for companies.
 Cluster management: established in 2009 with EUR 5 million received from 

the state of Baden-Württemberg, and also support from the ERDF.

Mr Tidona concluded that these factors allow for the BioRN to excel in, but he added 
that on a global scale the competition is very harsh and at the moment there is no 
European site in the top 10 world list of clusters. European competitors are lagging 
behind those from the leading ones in the USA and the growing ones in Asia. He 
transmitted the message that Europe must have and must foster outstanding centres; 
otherwise it cannot be competitive worldwide. Policies are needed that support the 
excellent performers. Members pointed out that the question of how to support
excellence centres is one of the most complex problems in the EU. It is well 
understood that they are necessary, but when it comes to deciding on which centres 
are to be supported, then interests of individual Member States may clash. There 
should perhaps be an international agreement too chose those few centres. 
Furthermore, it is not only a problem of European cohesion and research and 
innovation policy, but also touches upon the remit of tax policy and other areas 
influencing economic performance. 

Presentation of the nationwide cluster of excellence Forum Organic Electronics
Bernhard Schweizer, Managing director InnovationLab GmbH

Mr Schweizer presented a second leading edge cluster (Forum Organic Electronics) 
with activities covering the entire value chain (R&D, conception, production, 
marketing and sales) in the field of electronics, with a strong focus on environmental 
friendly products, in particular printed electronics. This cluster can also build on 
scientific excellence through the: Technical University of Darmstadt, Heidelberg 
University, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Max-Planck-Institute Mainz, Center 
for Solar Energy and Hydrogen Research (ZSW), Mannheim University, Mannheim 
University of Applied Sciences and the Technical University Braunschweig.
Moreover, this cluster also involves SMEs and global players (e.g. SAP AG, BASF 
SE, Merck KGaA, etc.).
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The strategic objectives of the cluster are to become world leaders as an integrated 
site for research and production in organic electronics, as a centre of innovation for 
knowledge transfer and start-ups and as attractive location for young recruits and 
students.

Their activities range from organic logic and memory, organic LEDs and lighting 
systems, from organic photovoltaics to organic sensors in medical diagnostic and 
organic light emitting diodes. All projects in these main areas are based on printing 
technology enabling low cost mass production.

They also foster cross-sectional projects with a focus on strengthening partnerships 
among key players, and also to create synergies for new companies through
interconnection with the cluster partners. Within the cluster opportunities are provided 
to carry out collaborative research in joint facilities, with employees from business 
and science working together. Efforts are made to bring the best research group to the 
cluster and to create a network of renowned scientists, and to create a common 
research centre for small companies.

Presentation of a project co-financed by ERDF: cluster management energy efficiency 
and environment cluster, by Bern Kappenstein, manager, MRN GmbH

A third cluster presentation followed by Mr Kappenstein who introduced a cluster that 
focuses on energy efficiency and environmental issues. The cluster-creation started 
recently with support from the ERDF (EUR 300.000), the land of Baden-
Württemberg and other local actors (EUR 600.000 in total). The project aiming at 
building up a professional and well functioning cluster management structure started 
in December 2009 and will end in December 2012. 

It was explained that the cluster focuses on the following activities: energy efficiency 
in buildings, in industry, energy and environmental concepts for regions and 
megacities, renewable energies and depth geometry.

There are good opportunities and potentials in the Metropolitan Region to build on: 
more than 600 firms (similarly to the other clusters, strong SMEs and also global 
players) in the field and established research institutions, very good networks between 
firms and science with well functioning knowledge- and technology transfer, existing 
best practice projects in the area.

Some of the best practices were highlighted, and Mr Kappenstein emphasised, that in 
energy efficiency there is a strong focus on housing issues, with particular attention 
paid to the existing housing stock. Some concrete examples were cited, such as a 
zero-heating cost house in Ludwigshafen (building renovated by BASF), a passive 
house in Heidelberg, a passive office building in Ludwigshafen, etc.

It was stated that there is high potential to improve energy efficiency, and the cluster 
intends to increase the level of renovated houses in the area. They also provide energy 
counselling to companies by qualified counsellors to help them improve their energy
balance.
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In the debate Members wanted to know whether it was possible to use ERDF co-
financing for energy efficiency measures in Germany. They learned to know that in 
Germany it is not possible to use EU funds for this area, but they can use ERDF and 
other national and regional sources to build the supporting structures (for the cluster). 
The job creating aspect of house renovation and construction was also discussed, the 
speaker highlighted that in many case senior citizens cannot finance renovation, 
therefore either subsidies are needed, or renovation is only possible, when younger 
families move into the houses.

Members pointed out that the discussion whether to finance energy efficiency 
measures started 6 years ago with the "old" Member States being strictly against it. 
With the crisis, this view changed, but for investing in this area more public money 
would be necessary. However, the planning of funds in the field of Cohesion Policy 
has already been done, and now it is politically difficult to redirect investments from 
other areas to energy efficiency measures. Options need to be explored on how to 
redirect money to this area, e.g. by using unspent funds, etc.

Presentation of the interregional Cluster nanovalley.eu by Dr. Sven Dierig cluster 
manager nanovalley.eu

Mr Dierig could not be present to make the presentation; therefore his slides were
explained by Mr Peter Simon, MEP from Mannheim. It was explained that 
nanoValley.eu is a joint initiative between "science" (= university) and industry; and 
it tries to promote a European core region of applied nano & material sciences. (It is 
founded and supported by partners in Baden-Württemberg, Rheinland-Pfalz and 
Hessen). NanoValley.eu supports cooperation in the area of technology transfer. The 
aim is to transfer basic knowledge into market-relevant applications. Particular focus 
is on SMEs.

This international region stretches from Frankfurt am Main to Basel and from 
Stuttgart to Strasbourg. The core idea is to create an international cooperation with the 
involvement of universities (teaching and research), non-university research 
institutions, large companies, high-tech SMEs and clusters. This idea has gained 
financial support from the ERDF in 2009, covering 50 % of the costs.

Covenant of Mayors in the Metropolitan Region Rhine-Neckar Dr. Hans-Wolf 
Zirkwitz, chief officer, Office for the protection of the environment, factory 
inspectorate and energy of the city of Heidelberg

Mr Zirkwitz started with mentioning that Heidelberg had been very active since the 
early 90s on sustainable development related actions. For the city the concept of 
sustainable development means integrating social, economic and ecological aspects in 
all political projects. The first climate protection concept was drawn up (with the 
support of the EU) in 1992 and set the target of decreasing the CO2 emission by 20 % 
from the 1987 level till 2015. This concept together with energy saving targets was 
the first of its kind in Germany and in Europe.

Environmental and climate considerations are imbedded in city planning: Heidelberg 
has the first zero emission district in the EU (Bahnstadt, following passive house 
standards in an area of 10 hectares, where 1700 flats are to be built and 700 jobs to be 
created). Furthermore, they have outstanding achievements in the management of 
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municipal buildings: the level of energy saving 1993-2007 was 50 % meaning a cut of 
20.000 t of CO2 emission.

Heidelberg is also active in networking on the European level: the city joined Energy 
Cities, the Covenant of Mayors; and won the European Sustainable City Award in 
2003.

The Rhein-Neckar Metropolitan Region is also active in energy issues, besides the 
earlier explained energy cluster, the region has an energy concept, runs diverse pilot 
projects, and Heidelberg hosts an Energy Agency (KLIBA) that covers 24 cities and 
490.000 inhabitants, and its creation was up to 50 % funded by the EU. Furthermore 
the Metropolitan Region is a so called "Supporting Structure" within the Covenant of 
Mayors initiative.
Mr Zirkwitz pointed out, that it is important to realise, that energy measures are not 
only ecological, but also economical for the city, that through more efficient building 
stocks can make substantial savings on energy bills in the future. To achieve this first 
of all a strong political will is needed, then structures and finances. But due to the 
substantial savings, in fact the Treasury is the biggest supporter of these actions.

The final message was formulated by the speaker who stated, that the city is also 
hoping for additional funding available for energy efficiency measures. 

The program ended with an informal discussion and family photo together with the 
Lord Mayor of Heidelberg, Dr. Eckart Würzner.

Following the presentations, the delegation finished the program with a short visit to 
the Heidelberg Castle, hosted by the City of Heidelberg.
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Concluding remarks

The trip to Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-Heidelberg, Germany gave Members the 
opportunity to exchange ideas with representatives of regional and local authorities 
and other stakeholders and to have a better insight into the way Cohesion Policy has 
been implemented in the urban areas of an Objective 2 region.

The diversity of the projects visited shed some light on the particular challenges faced 
by the visited region and allowed for a better understanding of the urban dimension in 
cohesion policy, the special challenges of Objective 2 regions as well as the workings 
of a metropolitan area.

Furthermore, local and regional actors had the possibility to address Members of the 
European Parliament with their concerns about the present framework and the 
possible future scenarios of Cohesion Policy, as well as to share their experience, and 
give direct feedback about implementation. They all agreed on the positive impact 
this policy has had on the development of their city and region.

In general, the objectives set by the delegation are considered to be achieved.
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INFORMATION ON THE DELEGATION OF THE COMMITTEE ON REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT TO MANNHEIM IN THE GERMAN PRESS

The REGI visit to Germany (Rhein-Neckar-Region: 
Mannheim/Ludwigshafen/Heidelberg) was largely covered by the German regional 
and national press and always with a very positive tone. Different on-line media also 
published news about the visit several times.

The visit was announced by the press as a delegation having the main goal to 
experience on the ground the implementation of the Structural Funds in the Rhein-
Neckar-Region (Germany).

The visit of the eight MEPs from the Committee on Regional Development was 
reported on the 26th June 2010 by the newspaper "Rheinpfalz". The short article 
stated that the aim of the MEPs was to gain an overview of the projects and 
programmes co-financed by the EU. The article named "Jungbusch" (Mannheim) as a
successful example of such projects.

During the visit, the arrival of the REGI delegation was published by the main 
regional written press. For several times, the issue was on the front page of the main 
local newspaper, the Staatsanzeiger.

The news about the visit was published in several national papers, such as: Rhein-
Neckar-Zeitung and Mannheimer Morgen.

The Press conference took place the 24 June 2010 with the participation of local and 
regional media. For a short video recording of the press conference, see: 
http://www.rnf.de/videoportal/rnf_life/delegation_des_eu_parlaments_zu_gast_in_der
_region

Finally, after the visit there was an article about the delegation in the newspaper 
"Amtsblatt Stadt Mannheim".

(A more detailed press report, prepared by the Munich Information office of the EP is 
annexed to this report.)

http://www.rnf.de/videoportal/rnf_life/delegation_des_eu_parlaments_zu_gast_in_der_region
http://www.rnf.de/videoportal/rnf_life/delegation_des_eu_parlaments_zu_gast_in_der_region
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