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JOINT STATEMENT 

by the Chairpersons of the Delegations

At the conclusion of the 4th European Parliament - Serbia Inter-parliamentary Meeting, held in 
Belgrade on 4-5 October 2010, the two delegations:

On EU-Serbia relations 

1. Welcomed the decision to open the ratification procedure of the Stabilisation and 
Association Agreement with Serbia taken by the Council on 14 June 2010 and the fact 
that four Member States have already ratified the Agreement and called on the Council to 
formally allow the European Parliament to start the ratification procedure of the 
agreement;

2. Welcomed Serbia's position during the negotiations of the resolution of the United 
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) tabled together by Serbia and the 27 EU Member 
States as a proof of the country's ability to compromise and to deal with international 
issues in a constructive manner;

3. Expressed their belief that such a position together with the overall progress of Serbia in 
the process of European integration will encourage the Council to request the 
Commission's avis on Serbia’s application for membership of the European Union  by the 
end of the year;

4. Welcomed the visa liberalisation for Serbian citizens, who, as from 19 December 2009, 
can travel freely to the countries of the Schengen area and noted with satisfaction that 
Serbia was one of the first countries in the region to obtain the visa waiver; called on the 
authorities to continue implementation of the strategies in order to solve the problem 
regarding the wave of asylum seekers coming from Serbia to EU Member States; 

5. Recalled that full cooperation with ICTY is a fundamental condition for Serbia to 
progress on the path to EU membership and welcomed the positive report of the ICTY 
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Prosecutor of June 2010 but reiterated the necessity of apprehending and extraditing the 
remaining fugitives;

6. Noted with satisfaction that IPA assistance works well in Serbia; encouraged both the 
government and the EU to simplify the administrative procedures for IPA funding with 
the aim of making it more accessible to smaller and non-centralised beneficiaries; 
stressed the need to maintain an adequate level of pre-accession support in the 
forthcoming review of the EU’s financial framework;

On fight against corruption 

7. Welcomed the progress in the fight against corruption, manifested among other things by 
the recent high profile prosecution cases and by setting up the appropriate legal 
framework, but stressed that corruption is still a serious problem in the country and 
underlined that only strengthening of a genuine rule of law in the country will eradicate 
it;

8. Called on the Serbian authorities to give all necessary political support to the activities of 
the Anti-Corruption Agency and to provide it with sufficient resources needed to fulfil its 
mandate; underlined that it is essential to swiftly investigate the cases of corruption 
reported by the Agency; called for greater anti-corruption awareness while preparing any 
new legal provisions, in particular when amending the Law on the Anti-Corruption 
Agency; welcomed further involvement of all the relevant actors in a wider consultative 
process;

9. Called for the adoption of the new Law on the Financing of Political Parties in order to 
ensure full transparency and an efficient monitoring system of party financing in line 
with European best practices;

On constitutional matters, Parliament and Judiciary

10. Welcomed the adoption of the Statute of Vojvodina and called for the process of 
devolution of power to be continued by adopting and implementing financial and other 
laws that will allow the regional authorities of Vojvodina to use their new prerogatives in 
full; 

11. Acknowledged the adoption of the Law on National Assembly, followed by improved 
Rules of Procedure and endorsed efforts of the National Assembly to strengthen the 
oversight of the Government's activities; recalled the importance of the ongoing reform 
process of the National Assembly hoping it will lead to strengthened and more efficient 
parliamentary committees able to cope with a tight law-making agenda and scrutiny 
process; called on both parliaments and on all political parties to increase by effective 
measures the number of their female members;

12. Welcomed the progress in the reform of the judiciary and called for further efforts in 
order to ensure the independence, efficiency and competence of the courts; welcomed the 
appointment procedure but underlined a need for greater transparency of the process for 
the judges concerned;
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On Kosovo

13. Took note of the advisory opinion of the ICJ and welcomed the adoption of the UNGA 
resolution as an important step towards a positive dialogue in order to promote 
cooperation, achieve progress on the path to the EU and improve the living standards of 
the people; recognized that the process of dialogue in itself will be a factor for peace, 
security and stability in the region; 

14. Called for a comprehensive but swift preparation of the dialogue between the parties,
including the civil society, so that the momentum, which has been achieved by adopting 
the joint EU-Serbia resolution, is fully exploited; the European Parliament stands ready to 
support the process;

15. Condemned all forms of violence and insisted on solving all problems through dialogue;
particularly condemned the attempt of the assassination of MP Peter Miletic as an attack 
on democracy and right of free political expression;

On economic and social policies

16. Underlined the consequences of the financial crisis on Serbia; noted a positive IMF 
evaluation of the country’s macroeconomic policies and called on the authorities to do 
their utmost to protect the vulnerable groups in the society from the effects of the crisis 
and in this respect to take wise steps when introducing necessary budget cuts; called also 
to accelerate restructuring and privatising of public companies;

17. Called upon the Serbian authorities to undertake structural reforms in order to lift the 
country's economic potential, including the necessary abolishment of monopolies and 
cartels, diminishing the level of poverty and social exclusion, and the creation of the 
conditions for increasing employment: in particular called for full implementation of the 
Law on protection of competition and for the strengthening of the competitiveness;

18. Welcomed the Government's "Guillotine" project to remove bureaucratic obstacles for 
businesses but emphasised the continued need to reduce red tape and increase 
transparency; 

19. Expressed particular interest in the development of the Danube Strategy in order to 
improve connection and communication systems (covering in particular transport, energy 
issues and the information society), to preserve the environment, prevent against natural 
risks and to reinforce the socio-economical development;

20. Highlighted the need to continue work on legislative framework, which is conducive to 
the establishment of Public Private Partnerships and the issuance of concessions in order 
to modernise the country’s transport, energy and IT infrastructure;

On regional cooperation

21. Welcomed the Declaration on Srebrenica adopted by the Serbian Parliament as a 
significant step in the process of regional reconciliation; commended the participation of 
President Tadić at the "15th Anniversary of Srebrenica Genocide", as a further step in this 
direction;
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22. Welcomed increasing cooperation in the field of law enforcement with the neighbouring 
countries and in particular the agreement between Serbia and Croatia allowing for the 
extradition of the citizens of these countries suspected of war crimes and organised crime 
and the foreseen talks on the border demarcation between the two countries; encouraged 
the Serbian government to conclude similar agreements with other neighbours and 
welcomed the steps taken to this end by Serbia and Montenegro;  

23. Welcomed signing of the Protocol on the Initial Act of the Joint Railway Company  
"Cargo 10" between Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia; called for further efforts to improve 
the public transport and the road infrastructure, including the swift completion of 
Corridor X, but equally importantly the rail and water inland waterways transport; 
underlined the importance of an integrated transportation system for both economic 
development within Serbia  and to increase  the level of trade in the region;

24. Encouraged local and regional authorities to make better use of instruments allowing 
cross border cooperation with EU Member States in line with the European 
Neighbourhood Policy and the Danube strategy; 

25. Called on the authorities in the region to make further progress towards fully 
implementing the Sarajevo Declaration in order to resolve the problems of IDPs and 
refugees;

On human rights

26. Welcomed the efforts of the Serbian Government to ensure the institutional and legal 
framework guaranteeing human rights and basic freedoms and noted significant progress 
in respect to the implementation of international standards in the area of human rights 
protection; called upon the Government and all relevant stakeholders to undertake further 
efforts towards full implementation of the international standards adopted in this area.

27. Welcomed the constitution of the majority of national councils as the organs allowing 
minorities to take decisions in the field of education, culture, use of minority language 
and public information; expressed concern with regard to the complains on some 
irregularities in the process and the legal requirements for the councils; called upon the 
Government to further respond to them in good faith and in swift and confident manner; 

28. Welcomed the support of the Serbian authorities to the organisers of the Belgrade Pride 
as a strengthening of the freedom of expression and the freedom of assembly for all 
minority groups; 

29. Welcomed the efforts of the Serbian Government to establish the legal framework 
guaranteeing the freedom of speech but expressed concerns regarding attempts to control 
and interfere in the media sector; called upon the Government to ensure freedom and 
independence of the media in line with  EU standards, prevent attacks on journalists and 
stressed the need for proper prosecution by the judiciary of the perpetrators of such 
attacks; 

30. Expressed support for the RECOM initiative (Regional Commission for Truth Seeking 
and Truth Telling about War Crimes and Other Serious Violations of Human Rights in 
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the former Yugoslavia) and called for support for it from the authorities in Serbia and 
other countries concerned; 

31. Welcomed the Serbian Government's adoption of the National Strategy for the Improved 
Status of Women and Promotion of Gender Equality but was concerned that women 
continue to face discrimination in the labour market and any other sector in society.
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