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Adoption of draft report

European statistics on tourism
Rapporteur: Mr Brian SIMPSON (S&D, UK)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first
reading

The Committee unanimously adopted Mr Simpson's 
draft report on a proposal for a Regulation, which 
aims to improve the framework for the collection of 
statistical information about tourism. The adopted 
report contains all 17 amendments put forward by 
the Rapporteur as well as 11 additional 
amendments.

Firstly, several amendments restrict the delegation 
of powers to the Commission by making the 
essential elements of the text, such as the 
definitions, the scope and the required information 
subject to the ordinary legislative procedure. In 
particular, the Committee adopted a new annex 
which lays down a number of statistical variables for 
one-day visits. Furthermore, a number of 
amendments align the provisions on delegated acts 
with the wording that was agreed between the 
institutions when adopting a Regulation on pet 
animals.

In addition, the Committee voted in favour of a 
provision requiring Member States to carry out pilot 
studies on Tourism Satellite Accounts (TSA) showing 
the effects of tourism on the economy and jobs, 
which would have to be evaluated by the 
Commission and, if necessary, followed up by a 
legislative proposal to introduce TSA on a mandatory 
basis. Finally, pilot studies would have to be carried 
out in order to develop a system for the compilation 
of data showing the effects of tourism on the 
environment.

The other adopted amendments include 
modifications to the Regulation's annexes, for 

instance by simplifying existing parameters 
regarding information about the purpose of trips and 
by adding new variables such as information on 
bicycle tourism, restaurant expenses and the 
accessibility of tourist accommodation for persons 
with reduced mobility. Another amendment 
introduces a new definition of same day visits. 
Finally, Members voted in favour of two new recitals 
on social tourism.

The Committee mandated the Rapporteur to 
negotiate with Council on the basis of the vote in 
Committee with a view to reaching an agreement at 
first reading.

The report was adopted by 34:0:0.

Timetable foreseen:
 Vote in Plenary: January 2011.

Adoption of draft opinion

Competition policy 2009
Rapporteur: Mr Michael CRAMER 
(Greens/EFA, DE)
Opinion to ECON Committee

The Rapporteur for opinion introduced the point by 
underlining the need for fair intermodal competition 
in the field of transport. He supported all three 
compromise amendments that relate to the 
completion of the internal transport market where 
fair competition is secured while respecting other EU 
policies, block exemption for maritime consortia of 
container liners and postal services.

During the debate, Members highlighted opening up 
markets in the railway sector, taxation, passenger 
rights, social standards and postal services. Some 
Members called for the proper implementation and 
enforcement of existing rules and non-discriminatory 
taxation of foreign companies. Regarding passenger 
rights, some Members criticised the proposal for 
equal compensatory conditions for all modes of 
transport. Instead of uniform percentage 
compensation rates for equal periods of time, they 
stressed the specificities of different transport 
modes. Therefore, they called for fair rather than 
equal compensation schemes. The need to ensure a 
high level of social standards in liberalised transport 
and postal services markets was also emphasised. 
Moreover, several Members called the Commission 
to provide overviews of State aid granted in the 
different transport sectors while others asked the 
Commission to come up with new State aid 
guidelines for ports.

The Commission welcomed the comprehensive 
nature of the draft opinion. In reaction to the views 
on the railways sector, it stressed that it favours the 
progressive opening and liberalisation of this 
market. It will evaluate the costs and benefits of 
competition in domestic passenger railways 
transport in 2011 before presenting new initiatives 
to facilitate further market opening. The Commission 
also pointed out that it publishes a twice-yearly 
scoreboard of State aid. It finally mentioned that a 
study will be launched in the coming months to gain 
better knowledge about port financing and to decide 
whether to adopt new guidelines in this field.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/tran/tran_7leg_meetinglist.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?/language=EN&body=TRAN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/usefulLinksCom.do;jsessionid=07BE378ED0A209D67A6354F8A169E550.node2?language=EN&body=TRAN
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During the vote, Members supported the 
compromises on the completion of the internal 
market and fair competition in the field of transport 
as well as the compromise on block exemption for 
maritime consortia of container liners. By contrast, 
amendments concerning postal services were 
rejected. 

The opinion was adopted by 27:3:7.

Timetable foreseen: 
 Vote in ECON Committee: 30 November 2010.

Presentation of draft opinion

European Urban Agenda and its future in 
Cohesion Policy
Rapporteur: Ms Anna ROSBACH (EFD, DA)
Opinion to REGI Committee

The Rapporteur presented her draft opinion stressing 
the importance of exchanges of best practice in 
order to improve mobility in urban areas. Other 
suggestions in Ms Rosbach's opinion deal with the 
need for integrated urban mobility plans, integrated 
ticketing and the importance of transport 
infrastructure. Ms Rosbach also underlined that the 
focus on urban areas in cohesion policy should not 
be at the expense of projects for less populated or
rural areas. 

In the subsequent debate, Members generally 
supported the content of the draft opinion. Most 
agreed that many problems in urban areas are 
transport-related and that urban mobility should 
have a greater weighting in cohesion policy. Several 
comments concerned links between TEN-T and 
urban mobility projects and the funds through which 
these two different kinds of projects should be co-
financed. The high share of road transport projects 
in cohesion policy compared to other modes of 
transport as well as the relation between EU action 
on urban mobility and the principle of subsidiarity 
were also discussed.

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 10 November 

2010
 Vote in TRAN Committee: 1 December 2010
 Vote in REGI Committee: January 2011.

Provisions for engines placed on the 
market under the flexibility scheme 
Rapporteur: Ms Olga SEHNALOVA (S&D, 
CZ)
Opinion to ENVI Committee

The Rapporteur presented her draft opinion on the 
proposal amending Directive 97/68/EC. This 
proposal aims at providing more flexibility to 
producers of non-road mobile machinery when it 
comes to the switch to more stringent engine 
emissions limits. As an offset to this flexibility, it is 
proposed that the draft measures would cease to 
apply on 31 December 2013. 

It was stressed during the debate that the sectors
concerned, especially construction and agriculture as 
well as small producers, have been heavily hit by 

the crisis and need more time to gather capital for 
investment in developing new technologies to 
comply with more stringent limits. Some Members 
were critical to the delay for the adoption of the 
proposal by the Commission and asked for a rapid 
reaction, as the more stringent emissions limits will 
be progressively introduced soon (starting already in 
2011).

The Rapporteur and some other Members also 
tackled the issue of effective market surveillance by 
mentioning that EU producers must struggle with 
imports of non-compliant machinery from third 
countries. The Commission informed Members that a 
new framework on market surveillance, introduced 
by Regulation 765/2008, will focus on its 
implementation in Member States.

Timetable foreseen: 
 Deadline for amendments: 16 November 

2010
 Vote in TRAN Committee: 25 January 2011.

Exchange of views

with Commissioner Kallas: Work 
Programme 2011

Vice President Kallas qualified the White Paper on 
the future of transport which he will present in 2011 
together with major policy papers on future energy 
and climate as the most important strategic 
document of the Commission for the years to come. 
Three pillars will be at the heart of this White Paper: 
Internal market, Innovation and Infrastructure.

The objective to complete the internal market in all 
transport modes in order to create a Single 
European Transport Area will need further actions in 
the road goods market. For the rail sector a 
Communication on rail market access, foreseen for 
2012, will review the rail market organisation and 
will also assess the possibility of opening up the 
market for domestic passenger transport. 

Another set of actions concerns the aviation sector: 
Vice president Kallas announced a Communication 
on passenger rights for all transport modes which 
may be followed up in 2012 by a legislative proposal 
for the revision of the air passenger rights 
Regulation. The main focus however lies on airports
with new legislative proposals on airport capacity, on 
the revision of the slot Regulation and of the ground 
handling Directive.

Furthermore, the Commission plans to present in 
2011 a package on e-mobility for all transport 
modes in order to better serve the citizens, improve 
the functioning of the internal market and increase 
safety. Proposals will touch upon e-maritime, the 
recast of the digital tachograph and a review of the 
situation of electronic tolls in the EU. 

A further main priority is the infrastructure 
development and innovation with the revision of the 
TEN-T Guidelines and a Strategic Transport 
Technology Plan. 2011 will be the starting point for 
the discussion on the funding and programmes for 
the next Financial Framework where the 
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Commissioner advocates a close cooperation with 
TRAN Members to get the funding right.

Another main priority for 2011 is the social maritime 
agenda outlining the necessity for promoting new 
quality jobs, proposing the enforcement of the ILO 
Convention with regard to safety and social aspects 
and the revision of the Directive on training of 
seafarers.

As always safety and security guidelines and 
measurable targets for all transport modes will play 
a crucial role. Commissioner Kallas announced a 
proposal on passenger ship safety, a comprehensive 
transport security policy for all transport modes and 
new legislation to establish a regulatory framework 
for the use of security scanners.

Members shared the Commissioner's views on the 
strategic importance of the White Paper but 
criticized the delay of its adoption. They welcomed 
his announcement of ongoing preparatory works on 
e-ticketing in the railways sector and on taking into 
account the social dimension of transport, in 
particular in the maritime sector. Members felt that 
this was largely overdue as well as the assessment 
of the implementation of passenger rights in 
different transport modes. 

A further bunch of questions and comments dealt 
with the aviation sector; Members voiced concerns 
about the implementation of the Single European 
Sky, on SESAR and the establishment of Functional 
Airspace Blocks where some Member States are 
quite reluctant to advance more rapidly. Regarding 
the recent terrorist threats in air cargo transport, 
Commissioner Kallas underlined the need to choose 
a common sense approach which is built on trust 
and a thorough risk assessment: to trust airports 
and companies that they fulfil their obligations for 
checking cargo and to rely on risk assessments 
where intelligence may play a role.

with Commissioner Damanaki on 
maritime policy

Commissioner Damanaki presented an overview of 
the Commission’s latest initiatives on the Integrated 
Maritime Policy (IMP) and the Work Programme for 
2011. Concerning the recently proposed Regulation 
establishing a programme to support the further 
development of an Integrated Maritime Policy with 
€50 million from 2011 to 2013, Ms Damanaki 
emphasised the need for this financial programme 
as it would allow the continuation and completion of 
existing actions undertaken by the European Union 
in accordance with the objectives set out in the 2007 
Action Plan on the IMP, the 2009 Progress Report 
and also with the recently adopted EP resolution.

For 2011 and beyond, she announced a 
Communication on maritime spatial planning 
accompanied by an impact assessment to explore all 
binding and non-binding actions envisaged for better 
use of the maritime space, a maritime sea basin 
strategy for the Atlantic, as well as a “blue growth”
and jobs Communication.

Members generally acknowledged the dynamic and 
ambitious approach towards the IMP and agreed 

that the integrated approach should be 
mainstreamed in all policies. 
Questions were raised regarding the co-financing of 
projects with third countries that have yet to ratify
UNCLOS and the way integrated maritime 
surveillance will be addressed under the proposed 
financial programme. On the first question she 
answered that the programme could not make co-
financing conditional on ratification of UN Convention 
on the Law of the Sea; on maritime surveillance, the 
Commissioner pointed out that the programme 
would be used for the collection and organisation of 
all data in order to provide more comprehensive and 
integrated information about the seas. Other 
questions were related to sulphur limits, ship 
breaking industries and the administrative burden 
for short sea shipping, but the Commissioner 
pointed out that these issues were the responsibility 
of Vice President Kallas.

with Commission on comitology (TAP-
TSI)

The Commission explained the Technical 
Specifications for Interoperability relating to 
telematics applications for passengers (TAP TSI). 
These are a set of standards covering shared
information on railway timetables, tariffs, carriage 
conditions, assistance to People with Reduced 
Mobility (PRM), ticketing and other harmonised
information for international travel. Through-
ticketing (cross-border rail tickets) and integrated 
ticketing (tickets for trips using several transport 
modes) and other applications can be developed at a 
later stage on the basis of these TSI. The TAP TSI 
will be developed in three phases, the phase of 
design which is currently being prepared, the phase 
of development and the phase of deployment. Their 
implementation will become reality around 2015-
2016 so that these applications are interoperable 
between Member States. In a further development, 
the TSI would then be extended to cover national 
services and links to other transport modes. 

Members expressed Parliament’s strong support for 
integrated ticketing and underlined the importance 
of Parliament’s participation in regulatory matters. 
They asked questions about the implementation 
procedure and obstacles to faster implementation.

The Commission explained the project governance 
structure involving not only stakeholders but also 
the European Railway Agency and the Commission 
and commented on the link between passenger 
information rights and the TAP TSI. According to the 
Commission, the timing is a consequence of the 
issue and the main delaying factor is not a lack of 
funding but rather a lack of cooperation between 
railway undertakings.

with EASA

The Committee had a lively exchange of views on 
the current activities and responsibilities of EASA. Mr 
Goudou, EASA's Executive Director, reported that 
the air accident rate in 2009 had been low although 
incident reporting to EASA had significantly 
increased. He then described EASA's consultative 
approach to rule formulation from air traffic 
management requirements to flight time provisions.
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The bulk of EASA's budget, €70 million, was derived 
from industry with €34 million coming from the EU
budget. The committee looking at the fees' structure 
would complete its work later this year but had 
already determined to minimise the burden on small 
enterprises. There were 574 agents and, as the 
Agency's responsibilities and commensurate 
workload increased, so would the need for staff. One 
area where this is already being felt is in air 
worthiness certification. The Agency had established 
a good working relationship with Eurocontrol whose 
technical advice and assistance was important.

There followed a wide ranging series of questions 
and observations from Members. Concerns were 
expressed about the appropriate level of staffing and 
funding for EASA. How did the Agency view the 
Committee's recent report on accident investigation? 
What lessons could be drawn from the Icelandic 
volcanic ash cloud incident? Were pilots with US 
licences, which were more easily obtained, flying in 
the EU without full reciprocal arrangements being in 
place? What was the general position on third 
country licensing? Did US co-pilots on commercial 
flights fly into Europe without type certification of 
the kind required of European co-pilots? 

More generally, was EASA drifting from safety to 
broader issues, including social questions, in its 
activities? Were provisions on flight crew medicals 
an example of this?

The Chairman raised the issue of IMC ratings in the 
UK and the costs of these to leisure flyers. He and a 
number of other Members insisted on the 
importance of sub part Q of the current EU 
operations Regulation on commercial flying time. 
This was a sound and very hard won agreement and 
it was important that no one side of industry, or one 
trade union group, had undue influence in altering it.

In reply, Mr Goudou said that airlines were also 
closely involved in the ongoing review of sub part Q. 
A general point he emphasised was that EASA did 
not make rules. It used the technical expertise to 
which it had access to draft rules which fed into the 
comitology procedure and were subject therefore to 
Commission, Member State and Parliamentary 
scrutiny. Rules on leisure pilot licences, currently 
before the comitology committee, were an example 
of this. In general, EASA facilitated the mutual 
recognition of licenses, but formal negotiations with 
third countries were a Commission remit. He would 
look into the matter of co-pilot type certification. On 
air accidents, EASA's role was an advisory one, but 
the Agency can take immediate action in certain 
instances and now had access to the necessary data.

The Agency was actively researching all aspects of 
the volcanic ash problem but much work remained 
to be done by meteorological and other actors. Fees 
and charges proposals, he insisted, were the 
outcome of a consultative procedure with all 
relevant stakeholders.

Finally the Commission representative spoke 
principally to confirm EASA's role in EU rule making.

Aviation security with a special focus on 
security scanners 
Rapporteur: Mr Luis DE GRANDES 
PASCUAL (EPP, ES)
Own-initiative report

The Rapporteur described the general context of this 
report: globalisation, terrorist actions and the 
necessity of a balance between security and civil 
liberties. On security scanners, the Rapporteur 
spoke in support of the Commission's 
Communication of June 2010. There should not be 
security at any price, he said. The report will be 
broader than scanners and focus on a holistic 
approach. 

Members agreed that security measures must 
respect civil liberties. Some Members questioned the 
proportionality of security measures for passengers 
compared to those for cargo, and for aviation 
compared to other modes of transport. Many 
Members stressed that security policy should be 
proactive and that resources should be available for 
adequate strategies and research. 

On security scanners, many Members agreed on a 
number of points: there should be European rules on 
their use addressing privacy and health concerns; no 
image storage; and no discrimination in subjecting 
passengers to scanner screening. Opinions were split 
about the efficiency and speed of scanners, the 
possible improvement of security and whether 
passengers should have the right to refuse being 
scanned. 

Members urged Council to make progress on the 
financing issue and some Members questioned the 
efficiency of air cargo security measures.

On international relations, Members insisted on the 
need for coordination and criticised some Member 
States’ tendency to follow US instructions
automatically. On liquids, Members questioned the 
Commission about the state of liquid scanner 
development. The question was raised as to whether 
only airports or the whole logistic chain should be 
subject to revised security measures.
LIBE Members participated in the debate.

The Commission replied that common rules are in 
place covering both passengers and freight. It 
insisted on the importance of a uniform approach to 
the issues of scanners, cargo, mail security,
financing and the international dimension. On 
security scanners, the Commission announced an 
impact assessment and subsequently a proposal for 
measures in 2011. On cargo, the Commission 
explained the harmonised rules in place, based on 
the secure supply chain concept. 

As a conclusion, the Rapporteur expressed his 
expectation that the Commission’s impact 
assessment on security scanners would identify 
solutions to many of the problems raised.  During 
the exchange of views with Commissioner Kallas, he 
also commented on the expiry of the liquid ban in 
2013 and the risk-based approach both in cargo 
screening and airport security.  

Timetable foreseen: 
 Draft report: 28 February 2011
 Vote in TRAN Committee: April 2011
 Vote in Plenary: May 2011.
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New report

Report:

Proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of 
the Agreement on certain aspects of air services 
between the European Union and the Republic of 
Cape Verde
Rapporteurship by rotation of Chair and Vice-Chairs

TRAN Committee meeting
30 November and 1-2 December, 
Brussels

Provisional agenda:

Tuesday, 30 November 2010, afternoon

 Urban agenda and its future in cohesion/ 
Rosbach 

 Cohesion policy programmes/ Kohlicek
 Tourism in Europe/ Fidanza

Wednesday, 1 December 2010, morning 

 Air services agreement West African Economic 
Union/ Koch (vote)

 Urban agenda and its future in cohesion/ 
Rosbach (vote)

 SURE Committee/ Simpson
 Air services agreement EC-Brazil/ Ticau

Wednesday, 1 December 2010, afternoon 

 Air transport agreement EC-Canada/ Ticau
 Mini-hearing on GNSS Applications/ Ticau

Thursday, 2 December 2010, morning

 ERA/ Simpson
 EMSA/ Simpson
 Road Safety/ Koch

TRAN Committee meetings 2011, 
Brussels

Monday, 24 January, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 25 January, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 25 January, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 26 January, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 28 February, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 14 March, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 15 March, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 15 March, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 16 March, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 16 March, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 11 April, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 12 April, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 12 April, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 13 April, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 23 May, 15.00-18.30

Tuesday, 24 May, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 24 May, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 25 May, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 25 May, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 20 June, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 21 June, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 21 June, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 11 July, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 12 July, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 12 July, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 13 July, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 13 July, 15.00-18.30

Tuesday, 30 August, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 30 August, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 31 August, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 31 August, 15.00-18.30

Thursday, 8 September, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 10 October, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 11 October, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 11 October, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 21 November, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 22 November, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 22 November, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 23 November, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 23 November, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 19 December, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 20 December, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 20 December, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 21 December, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 21 December, 15.00-18.30
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