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UPCOMING EVENTS IN DROI

Hearing on Human Rights in Mexico 
On 8 November from 3-4pm, the Subcommittee will 
hold a hearing on the human rights situation in 
Mexico with a special focus on the situation in 
Oaxaca. The recent attack against human rights 
defenders will also be discussed

Exchange of views on the upcoming evaluation 
of the EU Common Position on Cuba 
On 8 November from 4-4.30pm a brief exchange of 
views is planned with the representatives of the EU 
institutions on the discussion on the revision of the 
EU position on Cuba.

Joint meeting with the Committee on Women's 
Rights and Gender Equality
A joint DROI/FEMM event is scheduled to take 
place on Monday, 8 November, (from 4.30 p.m. to 
6.30 p.m.). The first part of the event will consist of 
a presentation of a study that has recently been 
completed for DROI, entitled "Implementation of EU 
Policies following the UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325". This will be followed by a debate 
on the resolution 1325 (Women in armed conflict)
and the European Union, to which some external 
experts have been invited to participate (possibly 
from UN, Council, Commission and NGOs).

SAKHAROV PRIZE 2010

Laureate 2010

During the plenary session of 21 October in 
Strasbourg, President Buzek announced the 
winner of the 2010 Sakharov Prize as Guillermo 
Fariñas.  Mr Fariñas, a 48 year old doctor of 
psychology, independent journalist and political 
dissident, was nominated in the name of all those 
who fight in Cuba for freedom and human rights. 
He will be invited to the award ceremony in 
Strasbourg on 15 December.

Candidates nominated for the 2010 prize:
The following 9 candidates were nominated for the 
2010 award: online activists "Access", Syrian 
human rights lawyer Haytham Al-Maleh, an Israeli 
NGO "Breaking the Silence"*, Cuban Doctor 
Guillermo Fariñas*, Sahrawi human rights 
advocate Aminetu Haidar, Eritrean journalist Dawit 
Isaak, Ethiopian politician Birtukan Mideksa*,
Vietnamese priest Father Thadeus Nguyên Van 
Ly and "Open doors" - an international group 
supporting persecuted Christians 
* Short-listed candidates

For the European Parliament's webpage on the 
Sakharov Prize click here.

DROI Delegation to Beslan (Russian 
Federation) 30 August - 3 September 2010

The delegation, comprising 3 members: Heidi 
Hautala, Laima Liucija Andrikienė and Thijs 
Berman, was established on the basis of an 
invitation from a number of NGOs in North Ossetia 
and concerned the 6th anniversary of the Beslan 
school siege which began on the morning of 1 
September 2004 and ended with the death of over 
330 people just after 1 p.m. on 3 September.  
Over 150 were school children.
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Moscow
Prior to visiting Beslan the delegation visited 
Moscow where a special meeting was arranged with 
the 2009 Sakharov Prize winners Memorial.

On 31 August the delegation attended a hearing 
during the ongoing t r i a l  of Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev. The 
defendants and the many activists observing the 
trial clearly appreciated the presence of MEPs on 
this occasion   Ms. Andrikienė highlighted the 
delegation's grave concerns following their 
attendance in the court room.

In the evening, the delegation observed events in 
Triumfalnya Square where human rights defenders 
regularly attempt to hold peaceful rallies, exercising 
their rights under Article 31 of the Russian 
constitution regarding freedom of expression.  The 

delegation was quite shocked by the enormous 
police presence and the rough manner used. 
There were a number of arrests.  A senior police 
authority in Moscow also stated that if necessary 
the MEPs themselves could also be arrested! 
Jerzy Buzek, President of Parliament issued a 
statement in support of the delegation and the 
demonstrators:

"The disproportionate reaction of the Russian 
police and special forces against the democratic 
fundamental right of freedom of assembly is 
worrying. I call on the Russian authorities to 
immediately release all detained peaceful 
demonstrators."

Beslan
From 1-3 September the delegation was in the 
North Caucasus and attended a number of 
events in Beslan, visiting families of the 
bereaved and the newly built school.  The 
delegation was present at 1 p.m. on Friday 
when the school bell was rung especially to 
commemorate the moment when so many 
people lost their lives.  With sadness the 
delegation learned that even after six years since 
the tragedy took place, key questions remain 
unanswered.  Most of the mothers did not know 
where the bodies of their children were.  Thijs 
Berman described this as shocking and stressed 
that the Russian authorities "have failed to show 
any respect to the families and victims".
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Heidi Hautala underlined that a full investigation 
must be carried out.  

For the President of Parliament's statement on the 
Beslan tragedy please click here.

Ingushetia
In cooperation with the UNHCR and Memorial, the 
delegation was able to visit Ingushetia, meeting with 
human rights defenders who provided confirmation 
of the ongoing violations of human rights.  The 
delegation witnessed the terrible conditions in which 
the internally displaced people from Chechnya are 
living.

Human Rights Council - 13 September

At the DROI meeting of 13 September, Michel 
Tilemans, Chair of COHOM, explained the 
procedure for the review of the functioning of the 
HRC, informing that the key phase of the process 

will be next year in New York in the run up to the 
UNGA.  He described the EU's approach as both 
ambitious and realistic stating that the Council is 
not really delivering on its initial mandate.  In 
particular, insufficient attention was paid to 
specific country issues, a fact that Mrs Pillay had 
highlighted only the day before in Geneva.  It was 
agreed that the UPR system was working well but 
efforts were needed to protect the role and 
independence of the various special rapporteurs 
and to strengthen the input by the High 
Commissioner.  Mrs Hautala summed up by 
suggesting that a plenary debate at the beginning 
of 2011 would enable Parliament to update its 
view in advance of the March 2011 annual 
meeting of the HRC, to which it would be 
appropriate once again to send a DROI 
delegation.

EU-NGO Forum - 13 September

On 13 September DROI also held an exchange of 
views on the Forum held in Brussels in July and 
attended by hundreds of NGOs as well as 
representatives from the EU institutions.  The 
Forum centred on four main topics: death penalty, 
economic and social rights, regional human rights 
mechanisms and consistency between EU's 
internal and external policies.

The importance of human rights in the framework 
of bilateral trade agreements was discussed and 
Mr Howitt stated that the S&D group was 
undertaking a special reflection on this aspect and 
called on other groups to do the same.

Cuba - 13 September

Four of the recently released Cuban political 
prisoners were warmly welcomed to the DROI 
meeting of 13 September.  The prisoners were 
released in July 2010 as part of a group of 32 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/view/en/press/press_release/2010/2010-September/press_release-2010-September-3.html
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Cuban dissidents.  For DROI they are especially 
important as the prisoners include family members 
of the 2005 Sakharov laureate Ladies in White.

Normando Hernández and Alfonso González, two of 
the group, referred to over 100 political prisoners 
still in jail and opposed any revision of the EU's 
common position on Cuba.  They also described the 
deplorable prison conditions.  

Colombia - 13 September

On 13 September a study was presented to DROI 
members on the human rights situation in Colombia, 
drafted by an independent consultant, Juan Pablo 
Corlazzoli, formerly of the UNHCR office in Bogota, 
and with a great deal of experience in human rights 
in conflict and post conflict situations.  Mr Howitt 
challenged the study's more positive findings whilst 
Mr Obiols supported the study's main conclusions 
that there were signs of clear improvement in the 
situation as compared with recent years.  The 
author promised to look at the questions raised by 
Mr Howitt before finalising his document. Reference 
was made to the widely reported activities of the 
Colombian Intelligence Service (DAS) which 
included monitoring of contact between NGOs and 
the Subcommittee.  

The Chair drew attention to the practical proposals 
contained in the study concerning regular contact 
between the European and Colombian parliaments 
on the issue of human rights.

H.E. Carlos Holmes Trujillo García, Ambassador of 
Colombia to the EU welcomed the discussion and 
the study.

***

During the Enlarged Bureau of 30 September, Mr 
Howitt requested that the Chair meet with President 
Buzek to see what had been done regarding the 
Colombian Secret Service espionage operations, 

reportedly concerning DROI activities (following 
her letter dated May 2010).

Human Rights in Burma/Myanmar in view 
of the forthcoming general elections - 30 
September

At its meeting of 30 
September, DROI held a 
public hearing on 
Burma/Myanmar. 
Experts and NGO 
speakers explained that 
the elections set for 7 
November were planned 
to comment the military 
hold of power in a new 
constitutional 
framework.  They called 
on the EU to maintain 
and refine sanctions, to 
support an independent UN Inquiry Committee 
into Crimes against humanity and to encourage 
dialogue between the regime and the opposition.  
Numerous examples of horrendous ongoing war 
crimes were provided.    Local NGOs also 
provided input stating the need for the EU to 
deepen dialogue with the current regime.  An 
ECHO Mission to Burma is expected in the 
coming weeks and the Commission is looking for 
"dialogue" opportunities.  It was clear that after 7 
November and the possible, but not certain, 
"liberation" of Aung San Suu Kyi, a new strategy 
by the EU may well be necessary.
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Regional Commission for Truth Seeking 
and Truth Telling about War Crimes and 
Other Serious Violations of Human Rights 
(RECOM) - 30 September

On 30 September DROI held an exchange of views 
with representatives from RECOM - a multinational 
NGO network dedicated to the objectives of truth 
and reconciliation.  It is encouraged by the 
Commission as part of its strategic approach to the 
Western Balkans.  The EU and EP support were 
welcomed but the ambivalent approach of the 
national parliaments concerned remained 
disappointing.  Mr Eduard Kukan, Chair of the EP's 
delegation for relations with Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo, led 
the discussions for this part of the meeting.

Argentina - 30 September

This discussion, held in DROI on 30 September was 
introduced by Dr Daniel Eduardo Rafecas, Federal 
judge from Argentina, and centred on the theme of 
resisting impunity for crimes against humanity.  H.E. 
Mr Jorge Remes Lenicov, Ambassador of Argentina 
to the EU also took part in the discussion together 
with Luis Yáñez-Barnuevo García, Chair of the 
MERCOSUR delegation. Reference was made to 
the Mothers of the Plaza Mayor and the need to 
convict criminals even decades after the end of 
dictatorship.

Public Hearing on the Death Penalty on 
the occasion of the World Day Against the 
Death Penalty  - 14 October, 9.30-10.45

The Chair introduced this hearing, pointing out that 
the death penalty worldwide represents one of the 
main objectives of the EU's human rights policy and 
recalled the latest documents adopted by the EU 

institutions on the occasion of the 10 October 
World Day Against the Death Penalty - EP 
resolution of 7 October;  statement by President 
Buzek.  Dr. Clive Stafford Smith, Director of 

Reprieve, presented a 
study on EU citizens 
on death row. He 
pointed out the value 
of a coordinated 
approach to protect 
EU nationals and the 
Mexican embassy 
presented the Mexican 
experience in assisting 
their nationals, notably 
in the U S .  The 
Mexican government 
provides the most 
assistance to its 

nationals on death row and has established the 
Mexican Capital Legal Assistance Program. Mr
Chenuil-Hazan of World Coalition Against The 
Death Penalty stated that in general there is a 
decrease in executions worldwide, but some 
countries have recently broken their moratorium 
and restarted with executions (such as Japan). Mr 
Tilemans, Chair of COHOM informed members 
about the next UNGA resolution, stressing that the 
key word of the UNGA resolution will be 
transparency as there is a lack of data on the 
number and modalities of executions (notably in 
China).  He also emphasized that the death 
penalty issue is one of the key fields during 
bilateral negotiations with third countries.  Ms. 
Arnault of the European Commission pointed out 
that the death penalty issue is one of VP/HR 
Ashton's priorities.  Concerning the assistance of 
EU nationals, they proposed to have a 
coordinated "one stop shop" within the EEAS.

Following the hearing Heidi HAUTALA - Chair of 
the Subcommittee on Human Rights - Ana 
GOMMES and Sarah LUDFORD held a press 
conference with the participation of Dr. Clive 
Stafford Smith on EU assistance to EU nationals 
on death row.  To see the conference click here.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-0351+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-0351+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/view/en/press/press_release/2010/2010-October/press_release-2010-October-13.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/vod/player?eventCode=20101014-1200-SPECIAL&language=en&byLeftMenu=researchotherevents&category=SPECIAL&format=wmv#anchor1
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Human rights in Iran - 14 October

The Chair introduced Mohammad Mostafaei, 
lawyer of Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani to the 
members of DROI, reminding them that Ms. 
Ashtiani was condemned to stoning and 99 lashes 
"after an unfair trial in a language which she could 
not understand".  

Mr Mostafaei described Iran as a country with a 
"generalised lack of freedom" where "even blogging 
is considered a crime which is punished with a 
death sentence".  He went on to explain that Iranian 
law greatly undermines human rights, with stonings, 
arbitrary detentions, executions of minors and 
massive executions.  He asked those countries in 
which human rights are respected to work together 
and added that "human rights are more important 
than the nuclear issue".  

Press release on Mr Mostafaei's appearance in 
DROI.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon - 19 
October, Strasbourg

In a joint meeting with AFET/DEVE/DROI members 
held an exchange of views with UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon on Tuesday.

Human Rights in Turkey - 25 October

The guest speakers, including Andrew Gardner 
from Amnesty International and Ms.Hülya Usterci, 
from Human Rights Foundation of Turkey, gave a 
comprehensive presentation on the human rights 
situation in Turkey.  The main concerns raised were 
the continued use of torture and ill treatment of 
prisoners, impunity, freedom of expression and 

conscientious objection.  The European 
Commission provided an assessment on progress 
over the last twelve years, indicating several 
improvements.  Hélène Flautre (Chair of the 
delegation to the EU-Turkey JPC) and Ria 
Oomen-Ruijten (rapporteur on Turkey) also 
participated in the debate.

Situation of prisons in Syria and Lebanon -
25 October

Members heard from Nadim Houry, Human Rights 
Watch, and from Iyas El-Maleh, a human rights 
activitist from Syria in exile (and the son of 
prisoner El-Maleh, nominated for the Sakharov 
Prize 2010).  Prisoners in Lebanese detention 
facilities were faced with over-population, bad 
sanitary conditions, lack of adequate health care -
with torture and ill-treatment also taking place in 
interrogation centres.  In Syria, in addition to poor 
conditions, there are extensive reports on the 
systematic use of torture and ill-treatment by the 
authorities.  Numerous individual cases were 
mentioned and Frieda Brepoels, who will be 
travelling to Lebanon for an IPM next week, 
announced she would raise these issues on the 
spot.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/015-86240-281-10-41-902-20101008STO86188-2010-08-10-2010/default_en.htm
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Kazakhstan - 25 October

The exchange of views focused on looking 
objectively at the pledges of Kazakhstan and to get 
an understanding whether the country has lived up 
to these pledges in the run-up to the OSCE 
chairmanship.  Members were informed that in fact, 
the Kazakh government has failed to meet the 
pledges made in 2007 and it was further indicated 
that the government tried to impede the civil society 
conference parallel to the OSCE Summit in 
December.  Dr Adriana Berg from Human Rights 
Watch and Jacqueline Hale from the Open Society 
Institute took part in the debate as well as Ainur 
Kurmanow, Chairman of the Human Rights 
Organisation Talmas, and Alla Nedefova of 
Resisting Justice.

Mr Marat Beketayev, Executive Secretary of the 
Ministry of Justice, Kazakhstan also spoke.

Turkmenistan - 26 October

The discussion on Turkmenistan was designed to 
enhance reflection regarding the AFET procedure 
on ratification of the PCA agreement with the 
rapporteur, Norica Nicolai, being fully involved in the 
debate.  

The debate focused on human rights violations in 
Turkmenistan and the EU's approach to them.  In 
particular it emerged that in spite of the assurances 
given to the Europe Parliament at the time little had 
changed since ratification of a previous interim 
agreement.   

The European Commission argued that the PCA 
would provide an adequate legal framework for an 
engagement in order to permit some more positive 
impact in the country, whereas NGO 
representatives insisted that a final assent by the 
EP would legitimise an oppressive regime.  MEPs 
discussed the possibilities to conciliate both 

approaches through the establishment of further 
benchmarks and assessment mechanisms.  Ms. 
Hautala considered this a test case for the 
European Parliament's new Lisbon powers.

Reports and Opinions

Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 
2009 and the European Union's policy on the 
matter 2010/2202(INI), rapporteur: Laima 
Liucija Andrikienė.
Deadline for tabling amendments: 7 October
First discussion in DROI: 15 July
Second discussion in DROI: 30 September
Consideration of amendments in DROI: 25-26 
October
Vote in AFET: 9 November
Plenary: 15 December

Draft opinion to the LIBE committee on the 
proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending 
Council Regulation (EC) No. 2007/2004 
establishing a European Agency for the 
Management of Operational Cooperation at the 
External Borders of the Member States of the 
European Union (FRONTEX), draftsman: 
Barbara Lochbihler

Deadline for tabling amendments: 27 October at 
12 noon
Second discussion in DROI: 29 November
Vote in AFET: 1 December
Vote in LIBE:  9 December
Plenary: tbc

HR related resolutions adopted in plenary
in September and October 2010

 Human rights in Iran - the case of Zahra 
Bahrami and Sakineh Ashtiani
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 Kenya: the failure to arrest President Omar 
al-Bashir of Sudan;

 Situation of the Roma people in Europe
 Human rights in Syria, the case of Haythan 

al-Maleh
 Failures in protection of human rights and 

justice in the Democratic Republic of Congo
 World Day against the Death Penalty
 Cambodia, in particular the case of Sam 

Rainsy
 Implemented reforms and developments in 

the Republic of Moldova
 North Caucasus, in particular the case of 

Oleg Orlov
 Forced evictions in Zimbabwe

Link to resolutions

Upcoming Issues

 Human rights in Sri Lanka, Western 
Balkans, China, etc.

 Follow-up to the UN reports on secret 
detentions and torture

Next DROI Meetings in 2010

Monday, 8 November, 15h00-18h30
Monday, 29 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 30 November, 9h00-12h30
Monday, 6 December, 15h00-18h30

LINKS

EP LIVE

Europarl TV

Studies on human rights

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/publicationsCom.do?language=EN&body=DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-video?language=en
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies.do?language=EN
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