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Questions to the Parliament's administration in view of the preparation of the 2009 
discharge report on the European Parliament: 

 
 
 
 
1. PAYMENT OF SOCIAL ALLOWANCES TO STAFF MEMBERS 
 
The Court found1 that in 16 cases out of 30, information available to EP's services, in order to 
ensure that allowances provided for by the Staff Regulations are paid to staff in compliance 
with relevant Community regulations and national legislation, was not up-to-date. It exists 
therefore a risk of making incorrect and undue payments if the circumstances of the individual 
have changes. According to the Court, staff should be requested to deliver at appropriate 
intervals documents confirming their personal situation. In addition, Parliament should 
implement a system for the timely monitoring and control of these documents. 
In its replies Parliament's administration affirmed that it proceeds to a regular verification of 
the situation of its agents. From 2010 this verification became automated (via the 'fiche 
électronique') which enables an - at least - annual verification of the agents' personal and 
administrative data. 
How many personal files had to be corrected in 2009 following verification and what 
amounts had to be recovered? 
 
 
2. ORGANISATION AND FUNCTIONING OF POLITICAL GROUPS 
 
In its Annual Report2 the Court found the specific EP rules on the use of budget item 4000  
(political groups) does not require the establishment of its own internal audit function and 
only one group has appointed its internal auditor. According to the Court the functional 
independence of political groups does not justify that regulatory provisions on the internal 
audit function are not applied as regards the use of funds by political groups. Moreover the 
Court found that the specific provisions allowing groups to carry-over to the succeeding 
financial years unused appropriations without having to justify them do not comply with the 
Financial Regulation. 
- What concrete measures does Parliament' administration intend to take in order to 
ensure conformity with the applicable rules of the Financial Regulation and in 
particular the budgetary principle of annuality? 
 
 
3. STANDARD FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 
Article 8 of the Internal Rules on the Implementation of the European Parliament's Budget 
states that: "A standard financial statement shall be drawn up for all proposals for decisions 
by the Bureau, the Conference of Presidents and the Quaestors and requests for authorisation 

                                                 
1 Point 9.14 of the 2009 Annual Report, OJ C 303 of 9 November 2010, p.199 
2 Points 9.15 and 9.16 of the 2009 Annual Report, OJ C 303 of 9 November 2010, p.200 
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submitted by other parliamentary bodies (committees, political groups) or the Secretariat-
General that have budgetary implications."  
The absolute respect of this requirement seems to be one of the conditions for ensuring 
respect for the principles of sound financial management and for the carrying out of ex ante 
and ex post verification.  
- Were decisions and requests with budgetary implications taken or submitted in 2009 
without the corresponding standard financial statement and if yes which decisions and 
requests and for which amounts? 
 
 
4. IMPLEMENTATION OF OUTSTANDING 2009 INTERNAL AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
By the end of 2010 what is the state of implementation for the outstanding 2009 
recommendations of the Internal Audit Service?  
 

Has the reports by the Authorising Officers by delegation on the state of play as to the 
implementation of the open actions, foreseen for October 2010, been finalized? If so, will 
the Secretary General forward this report to the Committee? (Bart Staes) 

 
 
5. CARRY-OVERS  
 
According to Article 9 (2a) of the Financial Regulation, differentiated commitment 
appropriations and non-differentiated appropriations not yet committed at the close of the 
financial year may be carried over in respect of amounts corresponding to commitment 
appropriations for which most of the preparatory stages of the commitment procedure have 
been completed by 31 December. Such amounts may then be committed up to 31 March of 
the following year. 
In its replies to the questionnaire last year, the D5 Audiovisual Centre (Line 2140) and the 
Visitors' Centre (Line 3243) were mentioned as non-automatic carry-overs from 2008 to 2009 
and gave reasons why the appropriations carried over could not be used before the deadline of 
31 March 2009. 
Were all the 2009 appropriations carried over to 2010 in accordance with Article 9 (2a) 
used before 31 March 2010? In any cases where such appropriations were not used 
before 31 March could the administration give full information as to which cases and the 
reasons why? 
 
 
6. MOPPING-UP TRANSFERS 
 
Has the "mopping up" procedure taken place from the financial year 2008 to 2009 and 
from 2009 to 2010? If yes, what amount did it concern and for what purpose were the 
transferred funds used? Would it be possible to have an overview of the amounts 
concerned and the destination of the amounts "mopped up" by year since the financial 
year 2004? 
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7. PLACES OF WORK 
 
What is the overall cost of "Luxembourg", of having it as one of the three working 
places of the EP? Or, at least, could the Committee receive exact figures on how many 
missions were undertaken, by how many staff members and for how many euros in 
2009, between Luxembourg and Brussels? On the basis of which written document has it 
been agreed to always have a certain percentage of EP staff based in Luxembourg? Who 
signed it?  
 
In 2009 the Parliament held two sessions in Brussels due to the repair of the ceiling in 
the Strasbourg Hemicycle. How much money did the EP save by staying in Brussels for 
these two sessions? (Christel Schaldemose) 
 
Does the Secretary-General know what the cost of part-sessions in Strasbourg was to 
Parliament in 2009? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
8. DEROGATIONS FROM AND EXCEPTIONS TO THE APPLICABLE RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
Could the Committee receive updated statistics (an overview by area of activity) on the 
derogations as regards the applicable rules and regulations for 2009? How many 
budgetary transactions (commitments and payments) were executed in 2009? Are there 
DGs for which the percentage of derogations was particularly high in 2009 as compared 
to previous years and as compared to the total number of transactions? Should this be 
the case, what was the reason for these high percentages? What were the cases of 
derogation implying the highest financial amounts? 
 
 
9. ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
Currently each DG (and the Legal Service) is preparing its own Annual Activity Report. 
However, there is no overall Activity Report for the Institution as a whole1.  
Would the Secretary-General not consider issuing a more readable, consolidated version 
(a summary) of the Annual Activity Reports, as it is the case for other institutions2? 
 
Moreover, Article 8 of Internal Rules (on the Implementation of the EP budget) requests 
Authorising Officers by delegation (AODs) to report to the Principal Authorising Officer by 
delegation (PAOD), on the performance of his/her duties by providing three reports during the 
year (one in the spring, the second one on 15 June and a third one on 15 October) in addition 
to the annual activity report produced for the previous year. The aim of these is to report to 
the PAOD, on the performance of the duties of the AODs. 
In the Secretary-General's opinion, could not this reporting burden be lessened with the 
view of simplification, so that the DGs would prepare only one version of their Annual 
Activity Report? However, it is understood that this simplification in the AODs' reporting 

                                                 
1 as the Report on Budgetary and Financial Management cannot be considered as such 
2 The Commission is adopting every year a summary of the annual reports of its DGs (referred to in Articel 60(7) of the Financial 
Regulation) and called the "Synthesis of the Commission's management achievements". 
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obligations would not affect their obligation of keeping the Principal AOD informed about 
any substantial transactions likely to have financial implications for the budget and about any 
significant event that might jeopardise the sound management of appropriations or prevent the 
objectives set from being achieved. 
 
 
10. RISK-MANAGER 
 
Could the Secretary-General provide the Committee with a clarification as regards to 
the mission, mandate and framework of the newly established Risk Manager? 
 

Considering the fact that the recently  nominated risk manager should be fully effective 
as soon as possible , would the Secretary General not consider to provide this manager 
with adequate staffing by redeployment of existing staff instead of waiting till the 2011 
budget will provides the staff needed? (Bart Staes) 

 
 
11. EXTERNALISATION VS. INTERNALISATION 
 
Some 990 people work in the area of security as external staff within DG PRES. In addition, 
several hundreds of external consultants or other external service providers work for 
Parliament, in particular within DG INLO and DG ITEC. It has been recognised for some 
time that Parliament's services might suffer from an imbalance between in-house and external 
specialists resulting in a certain degree of overdependence on external expertise in some 
areas. On the other hand, further externalisation or outsourcing of other activities such as the 
external translation for certain texts could save costs provided that a good quality of 
translation can be maintained. Does the administration have up-to-date statistics as to how 
many external service providers / consultants are offered offices within Parliament's 
premises, differentiated between occasional and permanent offices? What level of 
responsibility does external staff have in Parliament? Could the Parliament's 
administration give an overview analysis as to what would be a cost-effective balance 
between internal staff and external staff in each area of parliamentary activity?  

How many square meters and how many offices in the EP buildings are used as working 
places or offices for non Parliament personnel (i.e. lobbyists, travel agencies, security 
staff, private companies etc.)? Do these groups pay some kind of rent for using the 
facilities and the space in the Parliament buildings? What cost does the 
Parliament bear for them? (Christel Schaldemose) 

 
 
12. SECURITY 
 
What was Parliament's budget for security in 2009? What are the statistics for 2009 and 
2010 as compared to 2007 and 2008 as regards the number of declarations of theft and 
of investigation reports following a complaint? How many staff are on duty in 
Strasbourg outside the session-weeks? Are the on-the-spot checks carried out on the 
actual presence of security agents? 
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Does security staff in the Parliament's places of work have comparable training? What 
are the main qualifications required for training for persons hired as security staff in 
the three work places? If there is a difference - what is the extra expenditure for the 
Parliament to ensure the same level of security in Brussels as well as Strasbourg and, is 
the same level of security, in fact, obtained? (Christel Schaldemose) 

What were Parliament's total security costs in 2004, 2008 and 2009? How many 
surveillance cameras are installed on the individual sites? Which firms have supplied 
Parliament, to date, with surveillance cameras and software? What was total 
expenditure on cameras in 2004, 2008 and 2009? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 

 
 
13. PREVENTION OF A POSSIBLE H1N1 FLU OUTBREAK 

Could the Secretary-General provide a full overview of all costs related to the 
prevention of a possible outbreak of the H1N1 flu within the premises of the EP? (Bart 
Staes) 

 
 
14. VOLUNTARY PENSION FUND 
 
How much is the deficit of the pension funds for Members? What are the plans to cover 
the deficit? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
Recently President of the MEPs private pension found Mr. Balfe stated during a 
meeting with the CONT coordinators, that Parliament's Bureau decides about the 
investments of the pension fund. Contrary to this, Parliament's administration claims 
that such decisions lie with them. Who actually makes the decisions about the 
investments of the pension fund? (Søren Bo Søndergaard) 
 
What profit/loss in euros has been made by the Members' voluntary pension fund, and 
what is the corresponding percentage, in relation to the capital investment, both in each 
year of its existence and overall? What proportion has been accounted for by bonds, 
stocks and other forms of investment in each year? What stocks, bonds and other forms 
of investment are currently included in the fund's portfolio, and what is the total value 
of each in euros? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
How high was the actuarial deficit of the Members' voluntary pension fund in 
Luxembourg at year-end 2009, and is there a more up-to-date figure? How is it being 
ensured that, in line with Parliament's political decisions, any actuarial deficit is not 
borne by the taxpayer and/or EU institutions?  
(Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
15. POLITICAL PARTIES AND FOUNDATIONS AT EU LEVEL 
 
With regard to the financing of campaigns by the political parties: Which party activities to 
support the European elections were paid for by the EU budget? What was the number 
of staff employed by the political parties? What is the trend? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
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Could the administration provide the House with an overview of the activities of 
political foundations funded? Could this also be done for the political parties funded? 
(Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
With regard to European political parties and European foundations there are no on-
the-spot checks in place yet. The explanation given explains that there have been no 
irregularities so far. However, most effective control can be only given by developing a 
programme of ex-post controls in order to obtain assurance and ensure full 
transparency. Do you intend to develop such a programme of ex-post controls? (Jens 
Geier) 
 
 
16. STAFF ISSUES 
 
What is the absolute number of posts assigned to the task of 'policy coordination' and 
'administrative support' (as defined in Commission's annual staff screening reports)? 
What is its percentage in relation to the overall number of posts? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
How many posts were filled by people who have not passed a relevant competition over 
the last 7 years? Are there EP officials who at the same time work for other EU 
institutions?  
 
How many new posts have been created for staff originating from pre-accession 
countries and what are their main tasks (per country)? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
How many new posts were created in 2009 at the level of the committee secretariats and 
what is their distribution (per secretariat)? How many posts were created elsewhere? In 
which Directorates General, for which tasks and at what grade? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
With regard to the financial support for so-called skiing holidays for children in the 
framework of the support of social and cultural activities of employees, it is important to 
know, whether skiing (or any other) trips for employees' children are still paid and if so, 
what the proportional support for different income categories is? (Jens Geier) 
 
Does Parliament organise team-building seminars for its staff? What was the cost of 
such seminars in each of the years 2004, 2008 and 2009? What seminars took place, on 
what terms, and when, in 2004, 2008 and 2009? Who organised and ran each such 
seminar? 
(Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
17. MEMBERS' PRESENCE 
 
What was the presence per days of Members in 2008 in comparison to 2009? (Ingeborg 
Grässle) 
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Would it be possible for the Secretary General to commission an internal study with the 
aim of finding an alternative to the Members signatures (an electronic signature), thus 
enabling the administration a more efficient system of controlling presence? 
 
As in previous years, the following information is requested: In each of the years 2007, 
2008 and 2009, how many Members signed the central attendance register on a Friday 
during a part-session week in Strasbourg, broken down by month, and, to the extent 
possible, what are the available figures for 2010? What are the equivalent figures for 
Brussels (i.e. for all Fridays on which the register could be signed)? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
18. PARLIAMENTARY ASSISTANCE ALLOWANCE 
 
What amount for parliamentary assistance was available to Members in 2009? What 
amount was disbursed to Members, and what amount was not used and therefore kept 
by Parliament? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
In 2008 and 2009, how much was reimbursed to Parliament by Members, from the 
parliamentary assistance allowance, and how many Members made such 
reimbursements? In how many instances was OLAF involved - whether or not it 
received reports from Parliament departments or individuals? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
19. ADVISORS IN CABINETS 
 
In 2009, what costs, with a breakdown for both presidencies, were accounted for by 
external and special advisers, etc. for the President's Cabinet and by the President of 
Parliament himself? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
In 2009, what costs, with a breakdown for both secretaries-general, were accounted for 
by external and special advisers, etc. for the Secretary-General's Cabinet and by the 
Secretary-General of Parliament himself? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
20. OLAF CASES 
 
In how many cases, in 2009 and 2008, did Parliament's Administration call in OLAF in 
connection with suspicions cast on Members? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
21. ASSISTANTS' STATUTE 
 
How many members of Parliament make use of the Bureau's decision exceptionally 
sanctioning the employment of family members as assistants? (Ingeborg Grässle)  
Is there a list of Members available using this derogation? For how long will this 
derogation be maintained? 
 
What are the administration's experiences with the new regulation (Statute of 
Assistants)? What were the improvements? What is the administration's increase in 
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staffing related to the introduction of the new regulation? Are such needs within the 
limits assumed by the EP administration at the time of the legislative proposal? 
How did the travel expenses of the assistants change following the entry into force of the 
statute? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
If assistants fill in a mission form claiming to travel by their own car, and simply get a ride in 
a colleague's car, and if they give 20 euro to the driver for a one-way trip, they can make 240 
minus 40 is 200 euro per session. Put differently, a serious check by auditors would prevent 
this possible misuse, which amounts to thousands, if not tens of thousands or more euro of 
misspent money. How many working hours went into auditing the ways how assistants 
travelled in the second half of 2009, i.e. since accredited assistants have a statute?  
 
 
22. NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS 
 
What was the budget for the non-attached Members' secretariat in 2004, 2008 and 
2009? In 2009, how many staff did the non-attached Members' secretariat comprise, and 
in what pay grades? How many support staff, and in what pay grades, does the head of 
the non-attached Members' secretariat have, and what staff in what pay grades are 
assigned to which delegations? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
As is the case for the political groups, a number of posts are available to the non-
attached Members too. What staff budget is available to the non-attached Members, and 
who takes decisions on it? What is the comparable budget for the political groups? Can 
an up-to-date overview be submitted on the number of posts for the non-attached 
Members, broken down by function group (AD etc.)? On the basis of what criteria are 
posts assigned to individual non-attached Members? Who decides in this connection, 
and on what basis? Why are there no "rules of procedure" or some sort of statute for 
the non-attached Members? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
23. PRIVILEGES OF FORMER MEMBERS, PRESIDENTS ETC. 
 
Would it be possible to get an overview of all kind of privileges (both in terms of 
material, services etc.) enjoyed by former Members of Parliament, former group 
chairmen, former Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the Parliament and former general 
secretaries of the Parliament?  (Søren Bo Søndergaard) 
 
 
24. MAIL SERVICE 
 
On 1 April 2009, the Bureau discussed the issue of the Mail Service, remarking in particular 
that the working conditions and methods needed to be improved.  
What were the weaknesses found and how did DG PRES tackle them? 
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25. KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
 
What progress has been made on this issue in 2009 and what is the state of 
implementation of and schedule for this project? 
 
 
26. TRANSPORT OF MEMBERS 
 
Can it be confirmed that in 2009 the Parliament awarded Biribin Limousines a contract 
worth €5.25m for transporting MEPs around Strasbourg in chauffeur driven cars? 
(Søren Bo Søndergaard) 
 
What was the cost of Parliament's limousine service at each site in 2004, 2008 and 2009? 
How many limousine service journeys were made in 2004, 2008 and 2009? What 
kilometrage was covered by limousine service vehicles in 2004, 2008 and 2009? In 2004, 
2008 and 2009, what were the 10 longest limousine-service journeys made and what was 
the point of departure and destination in each case?  (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
What are the current and planned rules and budgets for off-setting the CO2 emissions 
resulting from Members' and EP officials' travels by airplane? What has been used for 
such purpose from the 2008, 2009 and 2010 budgets? 
 
How many hybrid cars was Parliament owning in 2009 and 2010? Are there concrete 
plans to purchase more hybrid cars in the near future? 
 
In 2009 a contract was awarded for ballistic protection for the Members for a total of EUR 
53.880,00. Could the Secretary General report on how many times and for how many 
Members this equipment was used? (Bart Staes) 
 
Taxi fares are reimbursed to Members.  In the current parliamentary term, broken 
down by year, what has been the total reimbursed for taxi fares? What has been the 
highest and lowest amount? 
(Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
27. OFFICIAL TRAVEL BY STAFF AND BY MEMBERS 
 
What is the amount of money spent under the rules for reimbursement of travel 
expenses of MEPs until the end of the 6th parliamentary term? What is the amount 
spent from the beginning of the 7th term to the end of 2009? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
What is the position of the House with regard to the shared use of chartered aircraft by 
several MEPs for travelling to and from the Parliament's places of work? How does the 
administration ensure that third parties are not being transported on board of such 
aircrafts at Parliament's expense? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
Did the introduction of the new system of reimbursement result in additional staffing 
needs? Are such needs within the limits assumed by the EP administration at the time of 
the legislative proposal? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
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Can Parliament provide an overview of the missions which have been undertaken by its 
staff at, or extending into or beyond, weekends? In this connection, can the following 
detailed information be provided on each mission carried out: the staff member's 
nationality, place of origin, department, place of employment and destination, the means 
of transport chosen, the date of the outward and return journeys, and the cost and 
necessary purpose of the mission? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
Many airlines make it possible to collect air miles through frequent-flyer programmes. Are 
officials and other servants expressly prohibited from using air miles earned on missions 
for private travel purposes? Are Members expressly prohibited from using air miles 
earned on missions for private travel purposes? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
What was the total cost of travel in 2004, 2008 and 2009, broken down, in each case, into 
officials, Members, assistants and other servants? What was the total cost of flights in 
2004, 2008 and 2009, broken down, in each case, into officials, Members, assistants and 
other servants? What was the total cost of rail travel in 2004, 2008 and 2009, broken 
down, in each case, into officials, Members, assistants and other servants? What was the 
total cost of per-kilometre allowances in 2004, 2008 and 2009, broken down, in each 
case, into officials, Members, assistants and other servants? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
What was the total cost of business class flights in 2004, 2008 and 2009, broken down, in 
each case, into officials, Members, assistants and other servants? What was the total cost 
of economy class flights in 2004, 2008 and 2009, broken down, in each case, into officials, 
Members, assistants and other servants? What proportion of the total number of flights 
was accounted for by business class flights in 2004, 2008 and 2009, broken down, in each 
case, into officials, Members, assistants and other servants? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
In the current parliamentary term, how many missions have been undertaken by 
officials, parliamentary assistants and other servants, broken down by year, between 
Parliament's three sites, and what has been the cost? What proportion of these journeys 
has been made by rail, by car and by air (both economy and business class)? (Martin 
Ehrenhauser) 
 
Since the new Statute for Members of the European Parliament came into force, 
Members have been reimbursed only for actual costs and have no longer received lump-
sum payments. 
How much was spent under the lump-sum arrangements from January to July 2009 in 
the old parliamentary term? How much was spent from July to December 2009 in the 
new parliamentary term? 
If possible, the figures should be broken down into: 
1) 'journeys home' - to home countries - which are mainly weekly; 
2) travel to group meetings away from Parliament's three working places; 
3) delegation travel, especially interparliamentary delegation travel, including Eurolat 
and ACP-EU; 
4) special budget (invitations to other Member States or non-EU states). 
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In 2009, until July, how much did Members reimburse in surpluses from their lump-
sum travel allowance, and how many Members made such reimbursements? (Martin 
Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
28. PROTOCOL 
 

In 2009 around 40.000 EURO was spent for gifts made of gold, silver or an other metal. 
Could the Secretary-General indicate the type and the average price for these gifts? To 
whom where they given? (Bart Staes) 

 
 
29. COMMUNICATION 
 
Could the Secretary-General inform the Committee of the breakdown by main action 
areas of the total amount for communication with citizens in 2009? 
 
 
30. INFORMATION AND TELECOMMUNICATION (IT) 
 

In Parliament's estimates of revenue and expenditure for the financial year 2011, EUR 5 
million is earmarked for a project to improve Members' IT mobility. What projects of this 
kind were carried out in 2004, 2008 and 2009? Is the Secretary-General aware of plans 
to acquire Apple iPads as part of that project? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 

In connection with a written question to the Commission, it has emerged that a total of 1049 
iPhones have been acquired for Commission officials. Have Parliament officials also been 
issued with iPhones? Have many such telephones have already been purchased, broken 
down by directorate-general, year and price? How many telephones from other 
manufacturers were acquired during the same period and, in each case, what was the 
price? How many SIM cards for service issue telephones are currently active? What are 
the key criteria for assigning a service issue telephone to an official? What are the key 
criteria for assigning an iPhone to an official as a service issue telephone? Is private use 
of these devices allowed? What telephony and data service providers does Parliament 
make use of? In 2004, 2008 and 2009, what was the average cost of telephony and data 
services in connection with iPhones and other mobiles? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 

As the Secretary-General sees it, what costs would arise in order to expand Members' 
profile pages to include all amendments tabled by Members, including in committees? 
(Martin Ehrenhauser) 

What did telephone costs total in 2009 - and, to the extent possible, what are the figures 
for 2010 - broken down by working place (Brussels, Strasbourg and Luxembourg) and 
as a proportion of the total cost of Members' offices, with Members' office telephone 
costs also being expressed as a proportion of the cost of all other connections? (Martin 
Ehrenhauser) 

According to the viewing figures of EuroparlTV, the special election website has attracted 2.5 
million people in the first half of 2009. What measures have been undertaken to promote 
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EuroparlTV in advance of the elections in June 2009 and what improvements have been 
drawn from the experience of the use of this special election website? (Jens Geier) 

What was the exact number of direct viewers of EuroparlTV? 

How many unique clients, visits and visitors has www.europarltv.europa.eu had in each 
month of its existence? Does the Secretary-General regard the latest figure of 15.6 
million viewers as a serious basis for measuring usage, in particular since visitor totals 
for individual months have been added together and it has to be assumed that there has 
been multiple counting of unique visitors. What usage metrics are used by EuroparlTV's 
analytics service, sitestat.com? Are the usual on-line usage metrics 'unique clients', 
'unique visits' and 'unique visitors' used? Is the Secretary-General prepared to make all 
the data established by sitestat.com available to the Committee on Budgetary Control? 
If not, why not? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 

 
 
31. CODE OF MULTILINGUALISM 
  
What is DG TRAD's judgement of the quality of external translations? How much is 
spent by Parliament on translations which have to be corrected owing to poor 
quality?  
 
What are the recent developments with regard to multilingualism? E.g. How many 
pages have been translated in 2009? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
Could the Committee be provided with the reports on the respect of the Code of 
Conduct on Multilingualism during 2009? 
 
To what extent are set phrases which repeatedly occur in written declarations, for 
example, automatically translated by computer program, or are there plans to automate 
such translations, and what progress has been made to date with regard to this 
development? If not, why not? What were Parliament's interpretation costs in each of 
the years 2004, 2008 and 2009? What was the total number of interpreter hours in each 
of the years 2004, 2008 and 2009? What was the cost to Parliament of both in-house and 
external translation in each of the years 2004, 2008 and 2009? Between 2004 and 2009, 
how many pages in total were translated by Parliament and by outside firms? Speeches 
have to be transcribed for publication. Who carried out the transcription, and what 
were the costs, in each of the years 2004, 2008 and 2009? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
32. GREEN PARLIAMENT 
 
What was Parliament's paper consumption (in tonnes and in terms of cost (EUR)) in 
each of the years 2004, 2008 and 2009? What potential does Parliament see for 
economising on its own paper consumption in the interests of sustainability? (Martin 
Ehrenhauser) 
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33. PARLIAMENT'S BUILDINGS 
 
What were the European parliament's payments for the 'crèche' (kindergarden) in 
2009? How many children of Members/ Staff/ assistants were enrolled in the 'crèche' 
during 2009? Did the parents of these children participate in the costs, and if so, how 
much? 
 
How much did the new lifts in the Parliament in Brussels and their installation cost? 
What will be the added value? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
With regard to the financing of the KAD-building in Luxembourg: Could the 
administration provide a presentation of the decision-making-process and the financing 
(including due date for instalments / tranches)? What staff will the KAD building 
accommodate? (Ingeborg Grässle) 
 
What does the Secretary-General expect to be the precise cost, in EUR, of extending and 
modernising the Konrad Adenauer Building in Luxembourg? What will be the square 
meterage of the new building? What square meterage is currently available for officials 
in Luxembourg? How many officials will work in that building? How many officials 
worked in Luxembourg in 2004, 2008 and 2009? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
What was the total cost of the setting-up of Parliament's Washington liaison office in 
2009 and 2010? 
 
What was the reason behind a nearly 500% increase in budget item 2 0 0 1 (annual lease 
payments) from 20081 to 20092? 
 

Notes with satisfaction that the Belgium government has finally paid back to the Parliament 
the amount advanced by its budget for "The Dalle" and other construction cites, in casu 86 
million Euro. Could the Secretary General provide an overview from which budget lines 
this amount was advanced in the past and explain why in accordance with Article 18 of 
the Financial Regulation this amount was booked as "assigned revenue" now put in 
reserve for the purchase of new or already rented buildings? Does this mean that when 
the Parliament purchases buildings which are owned by Belgium public authorities, on 
which Parliament has to pay 33% above market price when they are purchased directly 
from the public owner like in the case of the Treves 1 building, that a substantial extra 
amount out of the total sum reimbursed flows back to the Belgium state? (Bart Staes) 

Regarding the future purchase and long-term lease of buildings, it is essential to take the 
development of the housing market into account in order to estimate the costs. Has such a 
market study been conducted, where external advisors were involved, and what are the 
outcomes with regard to the development of the housing market at the three places of 
work and the corresponding costs of future purchases and long-term leases of buildings 
used by the European Parliament? (Jens Geier) 

 

                                                 
1 final appropriations of EUR 2 443 630 
2 final appropriations of EUR 15 074 099 
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Parliament's meeting rooms are occasionally used by other organisations, such as the 
Economic and Social Committee, or by groups for hearings. How much revenue has been 
generated for Parliament in the current parliamentary term, to date, from renting out 
facilities, broken down by event and organiser? How often, in what instances and on 
what grounds have Parliament facilities, e.g. meeting rooms, been made available free of 
charge to other institutions, organisations or firms / outside partners? (Martin 
Ehrenhauser) 
 

As for the discharge for 2008, a detailed overview is requested, for 2009, of the running 
costs of the information offices, broken down by office in each Member State. (Martin 
Ehrenhauser) 

 
 
34. 2009 ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
 
According to Parliament's administration in its the replies to the 2008 discharge questionnaire, 
the cost of the 2009 election campaign from the 2008 budget was EUR 16,3 million.  
- How much money was used for the 2009 election campaign, or preparing for it, in the 
2009 budget? 
 
 
35. PARLIAMENT'S PRIZES 
 
Could the administration provide the Committee with exact figures on the total cost of 
all the prizes awarded by Parliament in 2008, 2009 and 2010? 
 
In 2008 the total cost of the prize was of 297 500 euro. In 2009 this figure was of 338 000 
euro (+13,6%). In 2008, 131 Members took the time to see the films and vote for their 
personal favourite. In 2009, they were 164, out of 736 MEPs. 
What were the corresponding figures in 2010? 
 
Could it be confirmed that Parliament spent 250.000 euro in 2009 for the LUX film 
prize? (Søren Bo Søndergaard) 
 
 
 
36. VISITORS' GROUPS 
 
What costs arose in 2004, 2008 and 2009, broken down by country and group, in 
connection with inviting groups of visitors? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
37. VISITORS' CENTRE 
 
What was the projected budget and timescale for the Visitors' Centre when it had been 
accepted by Parliament's political authorities? At the present moment (November 2010), 
the scheduled opening date is September-October 2011.  
What is the total budget likely to be spent for the whole project? Which amounts were 
spent in 2009 on this project? 
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38. HOUSE OF EUROPEAN HISTORY 

Could the Secretary General provide a full overview of all amounts being spent and 
committed until now for the House of European History and to which budget lines these 
amounts were charged, included reimbursements for experts and bureau Members, if 
any. Could he also indicate how many (internal) staff, including contract agents, has 
been deployed for this project? (Bart Staes) 

 
What were the costs caused indirectly or directly by the House of European History in 
2009? What is, if existing, the financing scheme for the budget years 2010 and 2011? 
(Jens Geier)  
 
 
39. FITNESS CENTRE 
 
A fitness centre is operated in Parliament in Brussels and also in Strasbourg. Can the 
Secretary-General provide the following information?  
What annual subsidy has Parliament provided for each fitness centre since its inception? 
How many users have the fitness centres had since their inception, broken down by year 
and centre? How many users has each centre gained or lost, each year, since its 
inception? What profit or loss have the fitness centres made since their inception, 
broken down by year and site? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
40. CATERING 
 
What is the cost of providing beverages for each committee meeting, each meeting of 
coordinators and each meeting of the Conference of Presidents and other meetings? 
How are these costs calculated? What was the total number of beverages provided in 
2009, and what was the total cost? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
What was the revenue from, and cost of, Parliament's bars, canteens and restaurants in 
2004, 2008 and 2009, broken down by year and site? What was the Parliament budget 
subsidy for bars, canteens and restaurants in 2004, 2008 and 2009? Outsiders on the 
premises, as well as lobbyists, benefit from the subsidised prices, since no special prices 
are set for them. Is Parliament planning to end this practice and make subsidised meals 
and beverages available to staff only? If not, why not? (Martin Ehrenhauser) 
 
 
 


