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MONDAY 24 JANUARY 2011 
15H00 - 18H30 (PUBLIC MEETING) 

 

1. ADOPTION OF DRAFT AGENDA  
The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members 
on 13 January 2011 and is in the dossier for this 
meeting.  

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 

CONT MEETINGS 
The dossier contains minutes of the meeting of 
30 November - 1 December 2010, emailed to 
CONT Members on 17 January 2011.  
 
If no objections are received before the end of the 
meeting, these will be deemed approved. 
 
 

3. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman wishes to make the following 
announcements: 
 
 
 
3.1 Languages available: 

BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, 
IT, LT, NL, PL, RO and SV. 
 
 
 

CCOOCCOOBBUU  IINNFFOO  
  

CCoommmmiitttteeee  oonn  BBuuddggeettaarryy  CCoonnttrrooll  
  

MEETING  
MONDAY 24 JANUARY 2011 

MEETING
15h00 - 18h30 public meeting 

 TUESDAY 25 JANUARY 2011 
9h00 - 12h30 and 15h00 - 17h30 public meeting 

17h30 - 18h30 Coordinators' meeting  -  in camera 
 

BRUSSELS 
ROOM ASP 1G3 
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3.2 Webstreaming: 
Members are informed that this CONT 
meeting will be webstreamed on the following 
link:  
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 

 
Please be aware that each time a speaker 
activates the microphone to make an 
intervention the camera will be automatically 
directed to the speaker. 
 
 

4. EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS 

SPECIAL REPORT N° 9/2010 - 
"IS EU STRUCTURAL MEASURES 
SPENDING ON THE SUPPLY OF 
WATER FOR DOMESTIC 
CONSUMPTION USED TO BEST 
EFFECT?"  

 CONT/7/04142 
 Rapporteur: Tamás Deutsch  
 Administrator responsible: József Blaszauer 
 Exchange of views and consideration of a working 

document in the presence of the Member of the 
European Court of Auditors responsible, Massimo Vari 

 
 
The European Court of Auditors' Special Report 
9/2010 is available on the CONT website: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committee
s/publicationsCom.do?language=EN&body=CONT 
The rapporteur's working document was emailed to 
Members on 17 December 2010 in the original 
language (EN). Other language versions are 
published on CONT's website as they become 
available.  
During the meeting the rapporteur will present his 
working document, in which he addresses the 
findings of the Court and proposes 
recommendations to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of EU spending in the area of water 
supply projects.  
 
All language versions of the final working 
document including rapporteur's conclusions are 
available on the CONT website:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/org
anes/cont/cont_20110124_1500.htm 
 
 

5. EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS 

SPECIAL REPORT N° 10/2010 
ON SPECIFIC MEASURES FOR 
AGRICULTURE IN OUTERMOST 
REGIONS AND THE SMALL 
AEGEAN ISLANDS 

 CONT/7/04143 
 Rapporteur: Elisabeth Köstinger  
 Administrator responsible: Roger Brawn 
 Exchange of views and consideration of a working 

document in the presence of the Member of the 
European Court of Auditors responsible, Hubert Weber 

 
 
Between 1989 and 1993, the Council adopted 
specific measures for agriculture in the outermost 
regions of the European Union (the French overseas 
departments, the Canary Islands, the Azores and 
Madeira) and on the smaller Greek islands of the 
Aegean in order to deal with the particular situation 
facing these regions. 
 
The Commission's strategy for the outermost 
regions, encompasses three objectives: reducing the 
accessibility deficit, increasing competitiveness, and 
strengthening regional integration. 
 
In 2006, the specific measures were reformed. The 
Commission concluded that management of the 
system was too rigid, and thus limited the ability of 
EU action to provide a timely response to the needs 
of the outermost regions in a manner suited to their 
specific problems. As a result, the new approach has 
given priority to greater regional participation, 
decentralisation and flexible decision-making, on 
the basis of programmes presented by the Member 
States for approval by the Commission. 
 
The Court's audit examined the support programmes 
designed by the Member States for the financial 
years 2007, 2008 and 2009. 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/publicationsCom.do?language=EN&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/publicationsCom.do?language=EN&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20110124_1500.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20110124_1500.htm
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The rapporteur's recommendations are set out in her 
working document which was e-mailed to Members 
on 17 December 2010 and can be found on the 
CONT website at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committee
s/publicationsCom.do;jsessionid=2892C04051DB1
C1460E8B123194E0552.node1?language=EN&bod
y=CONT. 
 
 

6. FOLLOW-UP OF THE 2008 

REFUSAL DISCHARGE TO THE 
EUROPEAN POLICE COLLEGE 
(CEPOL) 

 CONT/7/04255 
 Rapporteur: Véronique Mathieu  
 Administrator responsible: Elena Mainardi 
 Exchange of views in the presence of  

- the CEPOL Director, Ferenc Bánfi,  

- the Member of the European Court of Auditors 
responsible, Eoin O'Shea, and 

- the Head of the Commission's Internal Audit Service, 
Brian Gray. 

 
 

On 7 October 2010 the European Parliament refused 
for the first time the discharge to an Agency 
(CEPOL). It was found unacceptable that CEPOL - 
established as an agency in 2006 - did not yet meet 
the standards of good administration and that at 
least four more years (until 2014) are deemed 
necessary to reach such standards.  

Following Annex VI, article 5, paragraph 2(b) and 
paragraph 3 of the EP Rules of Procedure, a formal 
proposal to close CEPOL's accounts for the year in 
question must be submitted by CONT committee at 
a subsequent part-session at which the Director of 
the College will be invited to make a statement.  
 
On 30 November 2010 the CONT Members decided 
to have a further exchange of views before voting 
on a formal proposal on the closure of CEPOL's 
accounts to be submitted to plenary. 
 
 

* 
*    * 

TUESDAY 25 JANUARY 2011 
9H00 - 12H30 (PUBLIC MEETING) 
 
 
 

7. 2009 DISCHARGE: EU GENERAL 

BUDGET, SECTION III - 
COMMISSION 

 CONT/7/03660 
 Rapporteur: Jorgo Chatzimarkakis 
 Administrator responsible: Bent Adamsen 
 Exchange of views with the Secretary-General of the 

European Commission, Catherine Day, in the presence 
of the Member of the European Court of Auditors 
responsible, Louis Galea 

 
 
Some useful links: 
 
Members' are kindly informed that the basic 
documents for the exchange of views with the 
Secretary-General of the European Commission can 
be consulted as follow: 
 
- the Synthesis Report 2009 at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/
cont/201008/20100817ATT80030/20100817ATT80
030EN.pdf 
 
- the Annual Report to the Discharge Authority on 
internal audits carried out in 2009 at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/
cont/201009/20100902ATT81028/20100902ATT81
028EN.pdf 
 
 
 
- The ECA's 2009 Annual Report at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/
cont/201011/20101117ATT95715/20101117ATT95
715EN.pdf 
 
- The 2009 Annual Activity Reports of the 
Commission's Directors-General at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/
cont/201011/20101117ATT95715/20101117ATT95
715EN.pdf 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201101/20110112ATT11618/20110112ATT11618EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201101/20110112ATT11618/20110112ATT11618EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201101/20110112ATT11618/20110112ATT11618EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201101/20110112ATT11618/20110112ATT11618EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201008/20100817ATT80030/20100817ATT80030EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201008/20100817ATT80030/20100817ATT80030EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201008/20100817ATT80030/20100817ATT80030EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201009/20100902ATT81028/20100902ATT81028EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201009/20100902ATT81028/20100902ATT81028EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201009/20100902ATT81028/20100902ATT81028EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201011/20101117ATT95715/20101117ATT95715EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201011/20101117ATT95715/20101117ATT95715EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201011/20101117ATT95715/20101117ATT95715EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201011/20101117ATT95715/20101117ATT95715EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201011/20101117ATT95715/20101117ATT95715EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201011/20101117ATT95715/20101117ATT95715EN.pdf
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- The Commission's follow-up to the 2008 
Discharge as adopted in April 2010 by the European 
Parliament at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/
cont/201011/20101119ATT96408/20101119ATT96
408EN.pdf 
 
The 2009 discharge timetable with the deadlines for 
forwarding written questions and the "practical 
arrangements for the questioning of Commissioners 
in the 2009 discharge procedure" was emailed to 
Members on 13 October 2010. The "practical 
arrangements" are attached to this newsletter for 
convenience. 
 
 
On the procedure: 
 
In accordance with the established tradition today's 
hearing will proceed as follows: 
 
- Introduction by the European Court of Auditors 

(Chapter 9, Commission) 
 
-  Short reply (5 minutes max.) to this introduction 

by the Secretary-General  
 
-   The EP rapporteur will put questions and 

Secretary-General/Court replies (ping-pong 
system for all questions).  

 
 Other EP Members will question the Secretary-

General or the Court (ping-pong system). 
 
- This first round of questions could be followed 

by a second round of questions by the rapporteur 
and then by other EP Members. 

 
-   If necessary the floor could be given to the Court 

for additional remarks. 
 
- Closing remarks by the EP rapporteur. 
 
In accordance with the timetable for the discharge 
procedure, the written questions for this meeting 
were sent to the Commission on 13 January 2011 
and emailed to Members on the same day. 
 
 

In conformity with the "practical arrangements", 
written answers to these questions are expected 
from the Commission at the latest 24 hours before 
the meeting. 
 
 

8. 2009 DISCHARGE : EIGHTH, 
NINTH AND TENTH EUROPEAN 
DEVELOPMENT FUNDS (EDF) 

 CONT/7/03688 
 Rapporteur: Bart Staes 
 Administrator responsible: Jean-Jacques Gay 
 Exchange of views with the European Investment Bank 

(EIB), in the presence of Tamsyn Barton, Director 
General for Operations outside the European Union 

 
Ms Tamsyn Barton will present to CONT the 2009 
Investment Facility Annual Report. 
 
Parliament's resolution of 22 April 2008 on the 
2006 annual report of the EIB (Rapporteur: Mr 
Audy) as well as, more recently, the 2008 EDF 
discharge resolution (Rapporteur: Ms Ayala 
Sender)  called for an information session to be held 
on at least an annual basis between the EIB and 
CONT concerning the execution of the European 
Development Fund (EDF) investment facility, in 
parallel with the EDF discharge procedure.  
 

This is the first opportunity for such an information 
session to be organised on the investment facility 
which represented EUR 863 million in terms of 
signed commitments and provided assistance to 29 
development projects in the ACPs (African, 
Caribbean and Pacific countries) and OCTs 
(Overseas Countries and Territories). 

In accordance with the timetable for the discharge 
procedure, the written questions (original version) 
for this meeting were sent to the EIB on 11 January 
2011 and emailed to Members on the same day. 
 
In conformity with the "practical arrangements", 
written answers to these questions are expected 
from the EIB by 20 January 2011 at 16h00. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201011/20101119ATT96408/20101119ATT96408EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201011/20101119ATT96408/20101119ATT96408EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201011/20101119ATT96408/20101119ATT96408EN.pdf
http://www.bei.org/about/structure/organisation/services/entity/opsb/index.htm
http://www.bei.org/about/structure/organisation/services/entity/opsb/index.htm
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9.EIB ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2009 
 CONT/7/04370 
 Draftsman: Jean-Pierre Audy 
 Administrator responsible: József Blaszauer 
 Consideration of draft opinion in the presence of 

Dominique de Crayencour,  Director of Institutional 
Affairs of EIB 

 
 
Following the CONT report on the EIB's 2008 
annual report (Rapporteur: Mr Deutsch), the 
Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
(ECON) is drafting a report on the EIB annual 
report for 2009. CONT decided to deliver an 
opinion on this ECON report and Mr. Audy was 
appointed draftsman. 
 
His draft opinion, inter alia, reiterates Parliament's 
call for the EIB to be subject to prudential 
regulatory supervision and proposes that such 
supervision be either: 
i) exercised by the European Central Bank on the 
basis of Article 127(6) of the Treaty (TFUE); or 
ii) failing that and on the basis of a voluntary 
approach by the EIB, carried out by the European 
Banking Authority or an independent auditor. 
 
The draft opinion was emailed to Members on 17 
December 2010 in the original language (FR) and 
on 12 January 2011 in EN. Other language versions 
are published on CONT's website as they become 
available. 
 
ECON, as the main committee, is planning to adopt 
its report at its meeting of 15 March 2011 (Plenary: 
4-7 April 2011). Given ECON's timetable, the 
proposed deadline for amendments is 12h00 on 
Tuesday 1 February 2011. The adoption in CONT 
is scheduled for the meeting of 28 February 2011. 
 
 

10.2009 DISCHARGE TO THE 

AGENCIES 
 Rapporteur: Georgios Stavrakakis 
 Administrator responsible: Elena Mainardi 
 Exchange of views in the presence of representatives of 

the following Agencies:  
- European Police College (CEPOL) 

 - European Medicines Agency (EMEA) 

  
 in the presence of the Member of the European Court of 

Auditors responsible, Eoin O'Shea, and the Director of 
the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work 
(EU-OSHA), currently responsible for the coordination 
of the Agencies' network. 

 
 
The number of decentralised agencies subject to 
discharge has constantly grown over the last few 
years and is now 22 plus 5 new Joint Undertakings.  
 
The rapporteur's proposal is that the discussion in 
CONT at this stage should focus on two agencies: 
CEPOL and EMEA. For this reason these two 
agencies are invited for this meeting. 
 
On the procedure: 
 
First, the responsible Member of the European 
Court of Auditors, Mr Eoin O'Shea, will be invited 
to present the main findings on CEPOL and EMEA.  
 
The Directors of CEPOL and EMEA will then be 
called on to give a brief presentation not exceeding 
5-7 minutes and answer questions from the 
rapporteur and other Members. 
 
The Court of Auditors may be invited to answer 
questions where relevant. The Commission's 
Internal Audit Service will also be present. 
 
The Court of Auditors' reports and other relevant 
information (including annual reports, final 
accounts etc.) can be found on CONT's website at 
the following link:  
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committee
s/editoDisplay.do;jsessionid=10E8B368D52712E45
9B2C408231D6209.node2?language=EN&id=2&b
ody=CONT 
 
Mr. Stavrakakis' draft reports will be discussed at 
the CONT committee meeting on 3 March 2011. 
The deadline for amendments has already been set 
for Monday, 7 March 2011 at 12h00. Adoption in 
CONT is scheduled for 28 March 2011 and the vote 
in plenary for the session of 9-12 May 2011. 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do;jsessionid=10E8B368D52712E459B2C408231D6209.node2?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do;jsessionid=10E8B368D52712E459B2C408231D6209.node2?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do;jsessionid=10E8B368D52712E459B2C408231D6209.node2?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do;jsessionid=10E8B368D52712E459B2C408231D6209.node2?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
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* 
*    * 

 
 

TUESDAY 25 JANUARY 2011 
15H00 - 17H30 (PUBLIC MEETING) 
 
 

11.2009 DISCHARGE: EU GENERAL 

BUDGET, SECTION III - 
COMMISSION 

 CONT/7/03660 
 Rapporteur: Jorgo Chatzimarkakis 
 Administrator responsible: Bent Adamsen 
 Exchange of views with the Member of the European 

Commission responsible for Research, Innovation and 
Science, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, in the presence of 
the Member of the European Court of Auditors 
responsible, Harald Noack 

 
 
Some useful links: 
 
Please refer to item 7 
 
On the procedure: 
 
The discussion will be structured following the 
same order of interventions as for earlier hearings.  
 
In accordance with the timetable for the discharge 
procedure, the written questions for this hearing 
were also sent to the Commission on 13 January 
2011 and were emailed to Members on the same 
day. 
As was the case for the previous hearing, written 
answers to these questions are also expected from 
the Commission at the latest 24 hours before the 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12.PROPOSAL FOR A REGULATION 

OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
AND OF THE COUNCIL ON THE 
FINANCIAL RULES APPLICABLE 
TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET OF THE 
UNION  
COM(2010)0815 

 Rapporteur for BUDG: Ingeborg Gräßle 
 Rapporteur for CONT: Crescenzio Rivellini  
 Administrator responsible: Urszula Mojkowska 
 Exchange of views 
 
 The two earlier proposals concerned on the one 
hand, the triennial revision of the Financial 
Regulation (COM(2010)260) and, on the other 
hand, the revision of the Financial Regulation were 
discussed in CONT committee following their 
presentation by the Commission, are now 
withdrawn.  
The European Commission adopted on 
22 December a new proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on the 
financial rules applicable to the annual budget of the 
Union COM(2010)0815 replacing the two earlier 
proposals. The proposal merges and replaces two 
earlier Commission proposals on the revision of the 
Financial Regulation in a single text and under a 
standard legislative format (no recast).  
 
According to Article 322 paragraph 1 of the Treaty 
on the Functioning of the European Union, the 
proposal falls under the ordinary legislative 
procedure.  Parliament's Rules of Procedure (Annex 
VII, point IV and V) stipulate that the Committee 
on Budgets and the Budgetary Control Committee 
are called upon to work closely together when 
examining any modification to the financial 
regulation. The application of Rule 51 of 
Parliament's Rules of Procedure was requested by 
both Committees for the two earlier proposals (as 
well as for the third proposal COM(2010)85 aiming 
at amending the Financial Regulation in line with 
the creation of the European External Action 
Service, with regard to which the two committees 
held a joint vote on 28 September 2010).  
Rule 51 will also be requested for the new proposal.  
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Accordingly the procedure with joint meetings of 
committees and a joint vote will take place. 
Pursuant to that rule, the rapporteurs concerned 
shall draw up a single draft report, which shall be 
examined and voted on by the committees involved 
at joint meetings held under the joint chairmanship 
of the committee chairs concerned. 
 
Moreover a working group was established by the 
two rapporteurs, Ingeborg Gräßle (BUDG) and 
Crescenzio Rivellini (CONT). The working group 
meets regularly in order to discuss the many issues 
covered by the ongoing reform of the financial 
rules. 
 
 
 

* 
*    * 

 
 

13. COORDINATORS' MEETING 
(IN CAMERA) 

 
 

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meetings of the Committee on Budgetary 
Control will take place in Brussels on: 
 
 Thursday, 27 January 2011, 9h00-12h30, 
 Thursday, 10 February 2011, 9h00-12h30   
 
 

* 
*    * 
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DRAFT TIMETABLE 
for the discharge procedure for the financial year 2009 

as of 29 November 2010 
 
 

2010 

 
Presentation of ECA Annual Report before CONT 
 

 
9 November am (Bxl) 

 

Presentation of ECA Annual Report before the Plenary 
 

11 November am (Bxl) 
 

Hearings with Commissioners 
 
Commissioners Lászlo Andor     - Employment, Social 
Affairs and Inclusion, and Johannes Hahn   - Regional 
Policy 
 
Deadline for forwarding qs, if any, to rapporteur1:17/11/10
Deadline for forwarding qs to Commission: 19/11/10 

30 November pm 
 

 
Commissioner Dacian Ciolos    - Agriculture and Rural 
Development 
 
Deadline for forwarding qs, if any, to rapporteur:17/11/10
Deadline for forwarding qs to Commission: 19/11/10 

 
1 December am 

 
 
 

(1December pm)2 
 

2011 

Hearings with Commissioners  
 
Commissioner Andris Piebalgs - Development 
Commissioner Androulla Vassiliou - Education, Culture, 
Multilingualism and Youth 
 
Deadline for forwarding qs, if any, to rapporteur: 14/12/10
Deadline for forwarding qs to Commission: 16/12/10 

13 January am 
 

 
Secretary-General of the Commission Catherine Day 
 
Deadline for forwarding qs, if any, to rapporteur: 11/01/11
Deadline for forwarding qs to Commission: 13/01/11 

25 January am 
 

                                                 
1 Bearing in mind that a hearing by definition is an oral procedure it is recalled that 
written questions for written reply in principle should be limited to technical and 
complex issues to which an oral explanation would be too time-consuming. 
2 Meeting in the Budget Committee 
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Commissioner Máire Geoghegan-Quinn   - Research, 
Innovation and Science 
 
Deadline for forwarding qs, if any, to rapporteur: 11/01/11
Deadline for forwarding qs to Commission: 13/01/11 

 
 

25 January pm 

 
Deadline for sending draft reports to translation 

Parliament + Other Institutions 19 January 

Commission + EDF + Agencies 7 February 

Discussion of draft reports in committee 

Parliament + Other Institutions 10 February am 

Commission + EDF (+ Presentation Council' 
Recommendations) 

28 February pm 

Agencies 3 March am 

Deadline for amendments  

Parliament + Other Institutions 17 February 

Commission + EDF + Agencies 7 March 

Adoption in committee 

Parliament + Other Institutions  22 March 

Commission + Agencies + EDF 28 March pm 

Fallback meeting in case of problems with adoption or vote 31 March am 

Deadline for tabling discharge reports 8 April 

Adoption in plenary (Strasbourg) 9-12 May (week 19)3 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
3 Article 145 of the Financial Regulation: "The European Parliament, upon a recommendation from 
the Council acting by a qualified majority, shall, before 15 May of year n+2 give a discharge to the 
Commission in respect of the implementation of the budget for year n". 
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30/11/2010 

2009 DISCHARGE 
 

Practical arrangements for the questioning of Commissioners in the 2009 
discharge procedure 

 
1 Timetable 
 

 As attached 

2 Questions 
 In general, written questions for written answer before the hearing are 

not expected. However, there may be written questions on matters 
which are technical or very specific, so as to allow preparation of 
replies by the Commissioner.  

 Written questions will be submitted to the Commission 6 working days 
before the hearing. Written answers will be provided by the 
Commission to the committee 24 hours before the meeting at the 
latest. Both questions and answers will be in English as much as 
possible. 

3 Duration of the hearing 
 Approximately 60 minutes per Commissioner.  

4 Seating arrangements 
 The Commissioner and 1 aide will sit on the podium, together with the 

Member of the Court. Alternatively, the Commissioner and his or her 
services and cabinet (max. 10) may sit in the body of the room.  

5 Procedure during the hearing  
 Introduction by the European Court of Auditors, which submits its 

findings according to its annual and special reports. (max. 7 minutes) 

 The Commissioner may make a brief presentation of the Commission's 
replies to these findings (5 minutes max.) (No general statement). 

 The EP rapporteur puts question and Commissioner / Court replies. 
The rapporteur seeks the Commissioner’s view but Commissioner’s 
staff can reply to certain questions, if needed. 

 Other EP Members question the Commissioner or the Court. 

 This first round of questions could be followed by a second round of 
questions by the rapporteur and then other EP Members, if time allows. 

Possibly winding up comments at the end by EP rapporteur, Court, 
Commissioner or Chair. 
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COCOBU meeting of 24 January 2011 

For further information and meeting documents please consult the CONT committee's homepage on: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20110124_1500.htm 
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6 After the hearing 
 Copies of CDs in OR will be provided by CONT secretariat to 

Commission within two working days at the Commission's request.  

 Treatment of confidential documents: Annex I of the Framework 
Agreement applies. 

 Supplementary documents asked for during the hearing should be 
provided to the rapporteur within five working days, when possible. 

7 After the hearing 
 These practical arrangements for the conduct of the hearings have no 

influence on possible informal meetings between the rapporteur and 
Commissioners/Commission staff. 
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