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THURSDAY 27 JANUARY 2011 
9H00 - 12H30 (PUBLIC MEETING) 

 
 

1. ADOPTION OF DRAFT AGENDA  
The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members 
on 14 January 2011 and is in the dossier for this 
meeting.  
 
 
 

2. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman wishes to make the following 
announcements: 
 
 
3.1 Languages available: 

BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, 
IT, LT, NL, PL, RO and SV. 
 
 

3.2 Webstreaming: 
Members are informed that this CONT 
meeting will be webstreamed on the following 
link:  
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 

 
Please be aware that each time a speaker 
activates the microphone to make an 
intervention the camera will be automatically 
directed to the speaker. 
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3. PROTECTION OF THE 

COMMUNITIES' FINANCIAL 
INTERESTS – FIGHT AGAINST 
FRAUD – ANNUAL REPORT 2009  

 CONT/7/04352 
 Rapporteur: Cătălin Sorin Ivan  
 Administrator responsible: Urszula Mojkowska 
 Consideration of draft report 
 
 
At its meeting of 28 September 2010, the 
Committee on Budgetary Control decided to draw 
up a report on the following document: Report from 
the Commission to the Council and the European 
Parliament: Protection of the European Union's 
financial interests - Fight against fraud - Annual 
Report 2009 (COM(2010)0382). Cătălin Sorin Ivan 
was appointed rapporteur. 

 
The rapporteur regrets that the Commission’s report 
does not provide information on the estimated level 
of irregularities and fraud in individual Member 
States, as it concentrates on the level of reporting. It 
is therefore not possible to have an overview of the 
actual level of irregularities and fraud in the 
Member States and to identify and discipline those 
with the highest level of irregularities and fraud. He 
calls on the Commission to take all necessary steps, 
including the use of its right of legislative initiative, 
in order to ensure compliance by Member States in 
their reporting obligations with a view to providing 
reliable and comparable data on the level of 
irregularities and fraud. 
 
The rapporteur further deplores the deficiencies in 
the collection of traditional own resources while 
welcoming the successful outcome of investigations 
carried out by OLAF in this area and the successful 
outcome of the joint customs operation Diabolo II. 
He welcomes the agreements the European Union 
and its Member States have concluded with tobacco 
manufacturers to combat the illicit tobacco trade. 
 
In addition the rapporteur expresses his concern at 
the Court of Auditors’ finding that payments for the 
year 2009 in agriculture were affected by material 
error and that the supervisory and control systems 
were generally, at most, partially effective in 
ensuring the regularity of payments. He deplores the 

poor situation regarding the overall recovery rate in 
this policy group. 
 
The rapporteur is deeply concerned at the fact that 
payments for the year 2009 in cohesion policy were 
found by the Court of Auditors to be affected by 
high material error and is not satisfied with the 
current recovery rate for this policy area. 
 
With regard to the pre-accession funds, the 
rapporteur expresses his deep concern at the fraud 
rate in Bulgaria for the Special Accession 
Programme for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(SAPARD), and finds unacceptable the very low 
recovery rate for suspected fraud in that area. 
 
The rapporteur welcomes the introduction in 2009 
of the Irregularity Management System (IMS), an 
application developed and maintained by OLAF, 
and the positive developments it has brought about. 
He calls upon the Member States to fully implement 
the IMS and to further improve their reporting 
compliance 
 
The draft report was emailed to Members on 18 
January 2011 in the original language (EN). Other 
language versions are published on CONT's 
website. 
 
The deadline for amendments was set for 
Wednesday 2 February 2011 at 12h00.  
The adoption in CONT is scheduled for 28 February 
2011 and the vote in plenary for the session of 23-
24 March 2011. 
 
 

4. STUDY ON "IMPROVING 

COORDINATION BETWEEN THE 
EU BODIES COMPETENT IN THE 
AREA OF POLICE AND JUDICIAL 
COOPERATION: MOVING TOWARD 
A EUROPEAN PROSECUTOR 

 CONT/7/04656 
 Rapporteur: Luigi de Magistris  
 Administrator responsible: Fabia Jones 
 Presentation of the study by Frank Staelens (Deloitte) 

and exchange of views 
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The contract for this study was awarded to Deloitte 
Bedrijfsrevisoren/Réviseurs d'Entreprises following 
a reopening of competition among the holders of the 
framework contract for the provision of expertise in 
the field of Sound Financial Management and the 
Fight Against Fraud. The study was e-mailed to 
Members on 20 January and placed on the website 
of the Policy Department of Budgetary Affairs 
(http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/po
ldeptd/pid/1517) and Parliament's e-studies page 
(http://www.europarl.europa.eu/studies). The study 
will be presented by Frank Staelens of Deloitte.  

Article 86 of the Lisbon Treaty states that "The 
Council by means of regulations adopted in 
accordance with a special legislative procedure may 
establish a European Public Prosecutor Office from 
Eurojust". Under this special legislative procedure, 
Council shall act unanimously after obtaining the 
consent of the European Parliament1. To help form 
its opinion, it is essential that the European 
Parliament considers both the role of the European 
Public Prosecutor, and the impact its creation would 
have on existing bodies carrying out relevant 
activities in the field. In addition to Eurojust, other 
relevant European bodies currently active in the 
field include OLAF and Europol. 

The Lisbon Treaty introduces the possibility of 
creation of a European Public Prosecutor in part 
three (Union Policies and Internal Actions), Title V 
(Area of Freedom, Security and Justice), Chapter 4 
(Judicial Cooperation in Criminal Matters) of the 
Treaty. Although activities carried out in this area 
fall within the competence of the LIBE committee, 
CONT is also involved because of its responsibility 
for the protection of the financial interests of the 
Union, as defined in article 325 of the Lisbon 
Treaty2. 

Moreover, the Lisbon Treaty allows for a 
strengthening of measures in the field of the 
prevention of and fight against fraud, corruption and 
organized crime affecting the financial interests of 
the Union. Adoption of measures concerning the 

                                                 
1 In the absence of unanimity in the Council, a group of at least nine Member 
States may proceed with enhanced cooperation on the basis of article 329(1) 
of the Lisbon Treaty. Authorisation to proceed with the enhanced cooperation 
shall be granted by the Council, on a proposal from the Commission and after 
obtaining the consent of the European Parliament. 
2 See, for example, European Parliament resolution on the Commission Green 
Paper on criminal-law protection of the financial interests of the Community 
and the establishment of a European Prosecutor, OJ C62E, 11.3.2004, p. 191. 

application of national criminal law or the national 
administration of justice, which was explicitly 
excluded from the scope of Article 280.4 TEC, is 
now allowed under Article 325.4 of the Lisbon 
Treaty. This implies significantly enhancing the role 
of OLAF. 

Against this background the study examines the 
activities of the various bodies currently active in 
the field of criminal-law protection of the financial 
interests of the Union, considering how they are 
currently organised and how they might be 
reorganised in the event of the creation of a 
European Public Prosecutor. 
 
 

5. THE EFFICIENCY AND 

EFFECTIVENESS OF EU FUNDING 
IN THE AREA OF 
DECOMMISSIONING NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANTS IN THE NEW 
MEMBER STATES 

 CONT/7/03329 
 Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu  
 Administrator responsible: Rudolfs Verdins 
 Consideration of draft report 
 
The report deals with the effectiveness and 
efficiency aspects of three ongoing nuclear power 
plant (NPP) decommissioning programmes, – 
Ignalina in Lithuania, Bohunice in Slovakia and 
Kozloduy in Bulgaria. In all three cases the 
countries committed themselves to close and 
decommission their old Soviet nuclear reactors on 
fixed dates, while the EU committed to provide 
assistance alleviating the financial burden. All 
programmes are making progress, however, several 
projects have experienced delays, and the 
programmes will require considerable time and 
resources before the decommissioning of these 
NPPs will be completed.  
 
The draft report was sent to Members on 17 January 
2011. Other language versions are published on 
CONT's website as they become available. It is 
proposed to set the deadline for amendments at 
12h00 on Wednesday 3 February 2011, and to 
adopt the report in the committee on 3 March 2011. 
 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/poldeptd/pid/1517
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/poldeptd/pid/1517
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/studies
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6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meetings of the Committee on Budgetary 
Control will take place in Brussels on: 
 
 Thursday, 10 February 2011, 9h00-12h30, 
 Monday, 28 February 2011, 15.00-18.30.   
 
 

* 
*    * 


