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A. INTRODUCTION

Madame Chairman, Honourable Members, Ladies and 

Gentlemen,

Fisheries and aquaculture are crucial questions that influence the 

life of millions of people by providing daily livelihood, 

employment and food that is high quality and easy available. 

Promoting their sustainable growth is one of the main challenges 

in Europe and across the world. Recognising it, the Hungarian 

presidency put this point also on a high level of its priority list.

It is a great honour for me, as Hungary assumes the Presidency

for the first time, to be here today to present our work 

programme to your Committee.

In coming here, I wish to underline the importance that I and the 

Hungarian Presidency attach to the constructive role which the 



European Parliament, and your Committee, in particular, plays in 

the legislative process for the fisheries sector. We already have 

one year of working together under the Lisbon Treaty behind us 

and I look forward to working closely with you to make good 

progress on legislative proposals during our Presidency. 

Before going into the details of the Presidency programme, I 

would like to thank my predecessor, Kris Peeters, for his excellent 

work. During his Presidency, agreement on three files with you 

under the ordinary legislative procedure was achieved, and he 

also guided the Council in agreeing three TAC and Quota 

Regulations. My thanks to him for this!

B. WORK PROGRAMME

We plan to have fisheries items on the Council agenda in April 

and June.

C. PRIORITIES

My main priorities will be the reform of the Common Fisheries 

Policy, making progress on multiannual management plans and 

continuing to implement the Lisbon Treaty with you on a variety 

of files.



CFP reform

CFP reform is clearly our main priority. The issues are well-

known. We now have to wait for the Commission's legislative 

proposals on the reform of the Basic Regulation and of the 

Common Market Organisation. The proposal on the successor to 

the European Fisheries Fund has slipped to the third quarter and 

will be for my Polish colleagues.

One theme in our Presidency is that the future of the EU will be 

defined by its most important common policies. The Common 

Fisheries Policy is one of these and the focus of its future is similar 

to that for the Common Agriculture Policy: preserving its values 

while facing new challenges. Our citizens also expect to have fish 

and fisheries products that are safe, of high-quality and 

sustainable.

The CFP is also more than just fisheries. It not only provides food 

but also has an impact on the marine environment. This is a 

challenge that is evolving and is part of a wider integrated 

maritime policy. The CFP also contributes to the preservation of 

the lifestyle in coastal communities, sustains and increases 

employment and helps to tackle certain demographic problems. 

These are the social and economic parts of the CFP that we need 

to keep in mind as we discuss the reform.



The Commission proposals are due in May and we will have an 

exchange of views on them at the Council in June. 

Multiannual plans

Another theme in our overall Presidency priority for a stronger 

Europe is responsibility towards future generations. This applies 

to fisheries too. We have to make sure that there are both fish and 

fishermen tomorrow. That is easier said that done when there are 

strong short-term pressures, especially now during the economic 

crisis. This was very visible in the TACs and quotas negotiations 

last month.

This is why multiannual plans are so important. They address the 

political problem of how to sell concrete short-term pain for 

uncertain long-term gain. They solve this by fixing a long-term 

objective and then getting there gradually in small steps that are 

acceptable, politically and economically, in the short-term.

We will therefore have a specific focus on long-term plans. On 

horse mackerel, you have voted an imaginative compromise for 

the harvest control rule. We will have to see how this goes down in 

Council and whether it can do the trick. It is no secret that there 

are different views inside the Council. We will work hard to try 



and reach a common view. However, the Commission has an 

important role to play here in helping to find an agreement, firstly 

inside the Council, and then between Council and Parliament.

Delegated powers is the element in finding a balance of powers 

between the institutions that is acceptable to all and operational in

a fast-moving sector like fisheries. Views inside the Council are 

evolving and it is not yet clear which way they will fall. Your 

position is known and we will have to respond to it.

On anchovy, the Council’s clear view is that the plan is not in line 

with the Treaty and should be withdrawn and replaced by one 

that is.

Our Baltic colleagues have been waiting for quite a long time now 

for long-term plans on salmon and on pelagics. They are 

important as their adoption would mean that all stocks in the 

Baltic bar one would be under long-term management. This 

would be a major achievement. 

The pelagic plan is particularly important. It is likely to be the 

first plan that takes a real ecosystem approach. It will take into 

account the interaction between species, especially between cod 

the carnivore, and herring and sprat the prey. It will allow you 

and us to take a view on whether we want an ecosystem 



dominated by cod or by sprat or whether we can find a balance.

We plan to have a policy debate on the Baltic salmon plan in April 

and on the Baltic pelagics plan in June.

Other files

We have inherited three other files from the Belgians. Each, in its 

own way, will bring us forward in our relationship in 

implementing the Lisbon Treaty. 

The first is to extend some transitional technical measures in the 

North Sea and Atlantic that will run out at the end of June. We 

will have to agree quickly, by March at the latest, in order to 

allow time for adoption and publication. Otherwise we face a legal 

vacuum. I am therefore very pleased to see that you are having a 

discussion on the proposal today.

The second is on transposing measures from the General Fisheries 

Commission for the Mediterranean. There have been different 

views on which elements should be delegated to the Commission. I 

hope we can bridge this gap to find agreement in first reading. 

However, you should be aware that the Member States concerned 

have strong views on this, so the Presidency's room for manoeuvre 

may be limited.



The third is the amendment for funding for the CFP and the Law 

of the Sea. I am pleased to see that you are voting on this today. 

This is fairly routine business and we should be able to wrap it up 

quickly.

Effort in Western waters

The other main issue we will be tackling during our Presidency is 

the effort regime in Western waters. This has two aspects. The 

first is the general Western waters effort regime agreed in 2003. 

The Commission has reviewed this and we will be having an 

exchange of views on it at the April Council.

The second aspect is effort for deep-sea species. This was split off 

from the general effort regime for Western waters in 2002. The 

Commission is proposing an amendment to the regulation on 

deep-sea effort. We will be having a policy debate on this, also at 

the April Council.



D. EXTERNAL ITEMS

On the external side, we face two main issues.

Several Fisheries Partnership Agreements and protocols are up 

for renewal. Most noticeable among these is the protocol for 

Morocco. We have yet to receive a proposal for a mandate from 

the Commission on this. I know there are strong views on this 

inside the Parliament especially as regards the Western Sahara. 

We will have to see what the Commission proposes.

A second issue is the Understanding with Chile on swordfish. You 

have chosen to vote on this in this Committee even before we 

formally asked you to consider it. I interpret this as you wanting 

to send an early political signal. We, in Council, support this 

Understanding which still has to be signed, as it is the first 

important step in cooperating with Chile in a field where 

cooperation was hitherto not possible.

Conclusion

As you can see, Madame Chairman, we have a heavy agenda in 

front of us. While all eyes will be focused on the CFP reform, we 

must not lose sight of making continued progress on long-term 



plans. They are an instrument that has really worked and we are 

seeing the fruits of their success. 

It is also up to us  to show the public that Council and Parliament 

are able to work together in the interests of the fisheries sector 

and of our citizens in our day to day work. I pledge you my 

support in these efforts and look forward to working with you on 

this.

Thank you for your attention.

Madame Chairman, I am happy to take any questions you might 

have.
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