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EU Cohesion policy to focus on urban areas

Improving the quality of life in European cities and unlocking the potential of urban 
areas are major objectives of EU Cohesion policy, say MEP of the committee on 
Regional Development in a hearing with international experts and officials from the 
Commission.

Social exclusion and segregation, parallel societies, demographic ageing, increasing energy 
costs – Europe’s cities face a growing number of challenges at the beginning of the 21st 
century. With 73 % of the EU population living in urban areas, these issues need to rank 
higher on the European agenda. To fuel the debate around the initiative report on 
"European Urban Agenda and its Future in Cohesion Policy" to be tabled by Oldřich Vlasák 
(ECR, Czech Republic), the EP committee on Regional Development held a public expert 
hearing on "The place of Europe’s towns and cities in Cohesion policy" on 1 December.

Tackling urban challenges

European cohesion policy should put new emphasis on urban areas, said Professor Ivan 
Tosics of the Metropolitan Research Institute, Budapest. He advocated an integrated 
approach covering economics as well as social and environmental issues. Its main 
objectives should be "accessibility and a good living environment", according to his 
collegue, Professor Ludek Sýkora from Charles University, Prague. Both experts agreed 
that measures should be developed in close cooperation of larger players with local 
authorities and the local population. "This is crucial for the sustainability of larger projects", 
underlined Daniel Mouqué from the Commission’s DG REGIO in his presentation of the 
evaluation report on the Urban Community Initiative 2000-2006. 

Integration policies and potential workforce

Experts also called for social inclusion and integration measures rather than assimilation 
policies to tackle the growing problem of parallel societies in European cities and towns. 
MEP Peter Simon (S&D, Germany) stressed that it is necessary to set up European support 
schemes for migrants to guarantee better formation and access to the labour market and 
unlock a huge potential of workforce. These urban dimensions of a future cohesion policy 
as pointed out by the experts, need "targeted actions on areas suffering from depravation, 
bottom-up approaches, improved urban mainstreaming and increased networking", said 
Vladyslaw Piskorz from DG REGIO.

Regarding the issue of communication and cooperation between cities, MEPs agreed that 
the example of the German metropolitan region proves that cities are able to successfully 
cooperate with each other.

Large-scale benefits of urban improvement

Benefits of cohesion policy targeted at cities reach far beyond the urban context. Experts 
agreed that urban development plays a key role in economic growth: "Smart, sustainable, 



inclusive growth can only happen through smart, sustainable, inclusive cities", underlined 
Paul Bevan, Secretary General of Eurocities. Cities could act as real "economic drivers", 
helping the local economy to develop on a larger scale, added Bevan.

Apart from economic benefits cities could also become key players in tackling demographic 
and climate change challenges. Karima Delli (Greens/EFA, France) called for the role of 
"sustainable towns as main actors in the urgent climate situation especially with regard to 
energy saving and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.”

Financing in times of crisis

At the same time, Joachim Zeller (EPP, Germany) pointed to the "chronic under-financing of 
city development funding" and highlighted the need to focus on results of projects in a 
pressured financial context. In order for the EU to play a stronger role in the development of 
cities, MEPs called upon EU officials to improve communication and networking with people 
who do the set-up of programmes and help cities actually to apply for EU funding. 

In the chair: Danuta-Maria Huebner  (EPP, Poland)

Contact:

Michaela FINDEIS 
Brussels : + 32 2 28 31141
Mobile : + 32 498 98 33 32
Strasbourg : + 33 3 88 174005

michaela.findeis@europarl.europa.eu


	2010.12.02_EU Cohesion policy to focus on urban areas.doc

