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MEPs urge Commissioner Hahn to unveil the future funding principles of EU 
Cohesion Policy 
Regional Development

The Commission needs Parliament's full support to be able to build on past cohesion 
policy successes by safeguarding an "equivalent budget" beyond 2013, regional 
policy Commissioner Johannes Hahn told the Regional Development Committee on 9 
December. Mr Hahn noted MEPs' concerns about the future funding architecture and 
periodicity, new sanctioning mechanisms and better involvement of regional and 
local authorities.

Following the publication of the 5th Cohesion Report on 10 November, the informal 
ministerial meeting in Liège on 22 and 23 November and the debate preceding the 2009 
budget discharge, Commissioner Hahn was invited by Parliament's Regional Development 
Committee to present his priorities for the future cohesion policy.

Mr Hahn stressed out that regional policy will play a central role in achieving the goals of 
the EU 2020 Strategy, through a more result-orientated approach. The Commission will 
strengthen control mechanisms but also simplify application procedures and project 
assessment. He also acknowledged the need for stronger capacity building at regional and 
local levels in order to accelerate the projects and further reduce error rates.

At present, Member States seem reluctant to accept new "conditionality" rules for  funding 
and also oppose EU - rather than national - reallocation of funds returning to the 
"performance reserve". But local specificities will definitely be taken in account, said Mr 
Hahn, who advocated performance targets per region. Although he felt it was "too early" to 
go into detail, he promised that even in the event of a reduced budget for 2007-2013, cuts 
would be made in a proportional way, not excluding any region. 

Speaking for the EPP group, Lambert van Nistelrooij (NL) insisted that regions and urban 
communities are not yet sufficiently involved in the process of redesigning EU cohesion 
policy. "We need clarity about the regulations we can expect", he added, wondering 
whether regional and cohesion funds would remain separated.

Constanze Krehl (S&D, DE), said that her group was firmly opposed to the idea. 
Furthermore, "regional funding should never be taken hostage by economic policy issues 
opposing Member States and the Commission", she said.

For Ramona Nicole Manescu (ALDE, RO), conditionality rules should not be misused to 
reinforce e.g. the stability pact. Otherwise "regions will be punished for errors made at 
national level", she warned. 

The ongoing consultation process and a "Cohesion Forum" scheduled for February will 
provide input for a Commission report and translate into a Common Strategic Framework by 
the end of 2011, Hahn said. In the meantime, the Commission is to table financial 
regulations on structural funds at the end of the summer, said Mr Hahn. 
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