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EU Regional funding: MEPs welcome benefits of short-term strategic reporting 

Strategic reporting by Member States on the implementation of cohesion policy 
programmes and projects offers a new analytical instrument to assess progress 
during early stages of the programming period. While improving transparency, the 
2010 report points major differences between Member States. On 26 January MEPs of 
the Committee for Regional Development kicked off a debate on fine-tuning of the 
reporting tools and new opportunities to boost efficiency and absorption rates in 
regions lagging behind.

To Miroslav Mikolasik (EPP, SK) who prepares Parliament's own-initiative report, the 
Commission's very first strategic report shows overall satisfactory results despite difficult 
socio-economic circumstances. 27,1 % (93,4 bn. Euro) of available EU resources were 
allocated to selected projects as per September 2009, with two thirds of the funding 
dedicated to Lisbon earmarking projects. But progress varies significantly between the most 
developed (9) Member States, showing a rate of 40 %, and 4 Member States reporting less 
than 20 % of selection rate. Certain areas seem to face particular delays in project 
selection, such as the rail and energy sector, digital economy, social inclusion, governance 
and capacity building, Mikolasik pointed out.

Enchanced visibility
On the other hand, the draftsman highlighted higher absorption of environmental projects 
under European Territorial Cooperation programs: "'This is a positive development 
suggesting a clear added value of cross-border, transnational and interregional 
cooperation."

MEPs agreed that the exercise has proven beneficial to provide timely evidence of on-going 
implementation and an incentive to improve the quality of performance half-way. Yet, to 
guarantee comparability, Member States should use the same core indicators in future 
strategic reporting (2012), they added.

Extra work, extra benefits
Riikke Manner (ALDE, FIN) pointed out that different documented implementation strategies 
offered a great potential for peer reviewing, learning and exchanging good practice between 
Member States, while Elisabeth Schroedter (Greens, DE) warned not to add extra 
bureaucratic burdens on regional and national authorities. She would rather favour an in-
depth strategic examination at the end of the programming period, she said, whereas Karin 
Kadenbach (S&D, AT) considered short intermediate reporting as a potentially useful 
steering instrument.

Background
The Communication from the Commission ‘Cohesion Policy: Strategic Report 2010 on the 
implementation of the programmes 2007-2013’ is a first analysis of the implementation 
process of the operational programs to check whether legislation and community strategic 
guidelines have been properly applied by the Member States when implementing their 
National Strategic Reference Frameworks and operational programs. For the report 



published in March 2010, Member States were required (but no always able) to provide the 
Commission with data extracted in 9/2009.

In the chair: Danuta-Maria Huebner  (EPP, Poland)

Press Contact:

Michaela FINDEIS 
Brussels : + 32 2 28 31141
Mobile : + 32 498 98 33 32
Strasbourg : + 33 3 88 174005

michaela.findeis@europarl.europa.eu


	2011.01.27_EU Regional funding - MEPs welcome benefits of short-term strategic reporting.doc

