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The previous meetings of the Committee on International Trade took place on:

January: Tuesday 25 January 2011, 15.00 – 18.30 and Wednesday 26 January 2011, 9.00 – 12.30 and 
15.30 – 18.30. The following items were discussed: agenda.

February: Monday 7 February 2011, 15.00 – 18.30. The following items were discussed: agenda.

INTA Meeting of January 25 & 26, 2011

1. Exchange of views with the Hungarian Presidency on their priorities in Trade matters
Exchange of views

János Martonyi, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Hungary, representing the President-in-
Office of the Council, addressed INTA on the priorities of the Hungarian Presidency in the area of 
International Trade Policy. The exchange of views focused on the implementation of the renewed trade 
policy of the Europe 2020 Strategy, the WTO accession talks of Russia and the progress in the bilateral 
free trade negotiations underway with India, Singapore, Ukraine and Canada. The debate also touched on 
trade preferences for the Western Balkan, on the future of the General System of Preferences and the EU's 
Raw Materials Strategy, which are of particular interest to INTA Members.

2. State of play of ongoing trialogue negotiations
Exchange of views

INTA's Chairman, Vital Moreira, gave an overview of the Ordinary Legislative Procedure dossiers that are 
ongoing or have been concluded, namely: the EU-Korea Bilateral Safeguard Regulation, were on 19 
December 2010, for which a compromise text was found between the INTA delegation and the Belgian EU 
Presidency, the Regulation on the extension and amendment of Council Regulation 1215/2009, introducing 
exceptional trade measures for countries and territories participating in or linked to the European Union's 
Stabilization and Association process, with regards to which INTA expects to hold a second trialogue 
meeting in the coming days; the ICI regulation, and the Export Credits-file, in which first trialogue talks 
were held on 12 January 2011 with a view to reaching a first reading agreement. 

3. Emergency autonomous trade preferences for Pakistan
Exchange of views

INTA held an exchange of views with the Commission on the emergency autonomous trade preferences 
for Pakistan to discuss the state of play of the waiver request at the WTO and the expected outcome. The 
Committee decided to postpone the vote on this Ordinary Legislative Procedure file until the situation of 
the waiver request in WTO in Geneva becomes clearer.

PROCEDURE PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: William (The Earl of) Dartmouth (EFD) Exchange of views: 9/11/2010 & 25/1/2011
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Consideration of a draft report: 1-2/12/2010
Procedure: 2010/0289 (COD) - INTA/7/04282 Deadline for AMs: 9/12/2010, 18.00
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: tbc

Foreseen plenary session: tbc
Related documents may be found here.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/oj/853/853632/853632en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/oj/855/855739/855739en.pdf
mailto:William.dartmouth@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Andre.corrado@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5879342
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4. Future European international investment policy
Consideration of draft report

5. Transitional arrangements for bilateral investment agreements between Member 
States and third countries

Consideration of amendments
The Committee considered both the draft report on Future European international investment policy (K. 
Arif, S&D), and the 184 amendments tabled by Members to the draft report on transitional arrangements 
for bilateral investment agreements between Member States and third countries (C. Schlyter, Greens/EFA).

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Kader Arif (S&D) Exchange of views: 02/12/2010
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Consideration of a draft report: 25-26/01/2011
Procedure: 2010/2203(INI) - INTA/7/03376 Planned deadline for AMs: 02/02/2011 (12:00)
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 16/03/2011

Planned adoption in plenary: April 2011
Related documents may be found here

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Carl Schlyter (Verts/ALE) Exchange of views: 30/08/2010
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Consideration of a draft report: 2/12/2010
Procedure  2010/0197(COD) - INTA/7/02444 Deadline for AMs: 20/01/2011 (12:00)
Lead committee: INTA Consideration of AMs: 25-26/01/2011 & 3/3/2011

Planned adoption INTA: 16/03/2011
Planned adoption in plenary: April 2011

Related documents may be found here

6. Votes 

1) Relations of the European Union with the Gulf Cooperation Council
Rapporteur: Mário David (EPP)

in favour against abstentions
Draft opinion as amended 15 2 10

2) Community regime for the control of exports of dual-use items and technology
Rapporteur: Jörg Leichtfried (S&D)

in favour against abstentions
Commission proposal as amended 21 0 6
Draft legislative resolution 21 0 6

3) Unlocking the potential of cultural and creative industries
Rapporteur: William (The Earl of) Dartmouth (EFD)

in favour against abstentions
Draft opinion as amended 7 1 19

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/yourMep/view.do?name=arif&partNumber=1&language=EN&id=28137
mailto:Martti.kalaus@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5872232
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/yourMep/view.do?name=schlyter&partNumber=1&language=EN&id=28139
mailto:Martti.kalaus@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5863842
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4) Establishment of a financing instrument for cooperation with industrialised countries 
(amendment of Regulation (EC) No 1934/2006)
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL)

in favour against abstentions
Draft recommendation 24 2 0

5) Bilateral safeguard clause in the EU-Korea free trade agreement
Rapporteur: Pablo Zalba Bidegain (EPP)

in favour against abstentions
Draft legislative resolution 25 0 2

7. Agreement between the EU and Morocco establishing a dispute settlement 
mechanism

8. Dispute settlement mechanism applicable to disputes under the trade provisions of 
the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an association between the EC and 
Jordan

9. Settlement mechanism applicable to disputes under the trade provisions of the Euro-
Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association between the EC and Egypt

Consideration of draft recommendations
The Committee considered these three similar draft reports together. The Rapporteurs, G. Cutas, E. 
Menéndez del Valle and G. Susta (all S&D), proposed three reports that are in favour of Parliament's 
consent to the Dispute Settlement Mechanisms with Morocco, Jordan and Egypt respectively. The 
Rapporteurs welcomed the creation of these mechanisms, expressed their hope that they would lead to 
more commercial stability in the region and called on the Commission to ensure that the implementation is 
effective.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: George Sabin Cutaş (S&D) Exchange of views: 25-26/10/2010
Responsible administrator: Andre Corrado Consideration of a draft report: 25-26/01/2011
Procedure 2010/0181(NLE) - INTA/7/03248 Planned deadline for AMs: 28/1/2011
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA:  15-16/03/2011 (tbc)

Planned adoption in plenary: April 2011 (tbc)
Related documents may be found here.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Emilio Menéndez del Valle (S&D) Exchange of views: 25-26/10/2010
Responsible administrator: Andre Corrado Consideration of a draft report: 25-26/01/2011
Procedure 2010/0173(NLE) - INTA/7/03250 Planned deadline for AMs: 28/1/2011
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 15-16/03/2011 (tbc)

Planned adoption in plenary: April 2011 (tbc)
Related documents may be found here

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Gianluca Susta (S&D) Exchange of views: 25-26/10/2010
Responsible administrator: Andre Corrado Consideration of a draft report: 25-26/01/2011
Procedure 2010/0229(NLE)- INTA/7/03567 Planned deadline for AMs: 28/1/2011
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 15-16/03/2011 (tbc)

Planned adoption in plenary: April 2011 (tbc)
Related documents may be found here.

mailto:%20Georgesabin.cutaş@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:%20Andre.corrado@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5860742
mailto:%20Emilio.menendezdelvalle@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:%20Andre.corrado@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5860752
mailto:%20Gianluca.Susta@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:%20Andre.corrado@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5868142
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10. Repeal of Council Regulation (EC) No 1541/98 on proof of origin for certain textile 
products

Exchange of views
INTA held its first exchanges of views on the proposal for the Repeal of Council Regulation (EC) No 
1541/98 on proof of origin for certain textile products. The Rapporteur, Mr Zahradil (ECR), expressed his 
position, which endorses the proposal of the Commission. Mr. Zahradil also circulated a Working 
Document in which he expresses the context of the regulation and his views in more details. 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Jan Zahradil (ECR) First exchange of views: 25-26/01/2011
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Planned consideration of a draft report: 15-16/3/2011
Procedure: 2010/0272(COD)- INTA/7/04188 Planned deadline for Ams: tbc
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 12-13/4/2011

Planned adoption in plenary: June 2011
Related documents may be found here.

11. Innovation Union: Transforming Europe for a post-crisis world
First exchange of views

For more information kindly see point 2 of the Meeting of 7 February 2011.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Inese Vaidere (EPP) First exchange of views: 25-26/01/2011
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Consideration of a draft opinion: 7/2/2011
Procedure: 2010/2245(INI) - INTA/7/04348 Consideration of Ams: 3/3/2011
Lead committee: ITRE Adoption INTA: 15-16/3/2011

Planned adoption in plenary: May 2011
Related documents may be found here.

12. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 55/2008 introducing autonomous trade 
preferences for the Republic of Moldova

First exchange of views
The Committee held an exchange of views regarding the Commission's proposal to amend Regulation (EC) 
No 55/2008 and decided to accept the proposal without amendments under the simplified procedure
according to Rule 46(1). The adoption of the report in plenary is currently scheduled for March II plenary 
session in Brussels.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D)
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus

Consideration and adoption of draft report under 
simplified procedure: 26/01/2011

Procedure: 2010/0318(COD) - INTA/7/04496 Planned adoption in plenary: March II 2011
Lead committee: INTA

Related documents may be found here.

13. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations
The Committee held in camera exchange of views with João Aguiar Machado, Deputy Director-General, 
DG Trade, on the State of Play on International Trade Negotiations. The exchange of views touched upon 
the latest DDA developments, the state of play of negotiations with India, Mercosur, and Ukraine and other 
international issue concerning trade.

mailto:Jan.zahradil@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Andre.Corrado@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5877842
mailto:Inese.vaidere@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Heikki.Suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5880322
mailto:vital.moreira@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Martti.kalaus@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5883122
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14. Trade Defence Instruments
Exchange of views

The Committee had an exchange of views with Stefaan Depypere, Director of the Commission's TDI 
service, on the latest developments regarding Trade Defence Instruments. The debate concerned the 
increase of cases against the Union and the state of play with some on-going investigations. The 
importance of the TDI instrument in ensuring a level playing field between operators was also emphasized. 
Questions were raised on how to ensure reciprocity in public procurement and whether the TDI directorate 
has instruments to enforce this. Mr Depypere stated that the increase of cases against the Union is partly 
due to the "erga omnes" principle. The Commission is in constant discussions with third countries as to 
how to target measures in order to avoid collateral damage, and to use specific duties instead of ad valorem 
duties whenever possible.  In respect of reciprocity of public procurement Mr Depypere said that each case 
will be considered on its own merits, and that TDI is not directly involved in this discussion. He also gave 
a brief overview on cases such as glass fibres, ceramics, footwear, wide area networking modems and the 
recent panel report on fasteners.

15. U.S.-EU Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC)
Exchange of views

The Committee held an interesting exchange of views regarding the last Transatlantic Economic Council 
(TEC) meeting that took place on 17 December 2010 in Washington. The general presentation by 
Commission on discussions held and specific agreements reached was followed by a discussion with INTA 
Members on TEC and EU-EU trade relations.

16. EU market access to third countries: latest developments
Presentation by the Commission

INTA held an exchange of views with the Commission on current issues regarding the EU's market access 
to third countries. The debate focused on barriers to trade in the ceramics sector, on the Halal regulation, 
and the cosmetics regulation, Decree 45/2009 in Indonesia, the Argentina legalisation of certificate of 
origin for textiles and clothing, Brazil's certification standards for steel and new import license 
requirements of Vietnam.

17. Delegation to Hungary 29-30 November 2010
Presentation of the mission report

Mr Vital Moreira, Chairman of INTA, presented the mission report of the committee delegation to 
Hungary (Budapest) that took place on 29-30 November 2010. Prof. Moreira gave a detailed account of the 
meetings and the visits that the delegation held.
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INTA Meeting of February 7, 2011

1. Further macro-financial assistance for Georgia
Exchange of views

The Committee held an exchange of views regarding the Commission's proposal for further macro-
financial assistance for Georgia and decided to accept the proposal without amendments under simplified 
procedure Rule 46(1). The adoption of the report in plenary is currently scheduled for March II plenary 
session in Brussels.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D)
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus

Consideration and adoption of draft report under 
simplified procedure: 7/2/2011

Procedure: 2010/0390(COD) - INTA/7/05022 Planned adoption in plenary: March II 2011 
Lead committee: INTA

Related documents may be found here.

2. Innovation Union: Transforming Europe for a post-crisis world
Consideration of draft opinion

INTA considered the draft opinion to ITRE report on Innovation Union: transforming Europe for a post-
crisis world. The draft opinion flagged out that internationalisation and innovation are key drivers for 
competiveness and growth and are crucial to the EU 2020 strategic goals. The Rapporteur, I. Vaidere
(EPP) pointed out that attention should be paid to eco-compatible and low-carbon production as well as to 
protection of IPRs. The draft opinion suggests also to enforce the single European patent and to efficiently 
monitor problems related to technology transfer.

Calendar

3. The external dimension of social policy, promoting labour and social standards and 
the European Corporate Social Responsibility

Consideration of draft opinion
The Rapporteur, T. Saïfi (EPP) presented her draft opinion, building on the closely related reports adopted 
last year by INTA. She underlined the importance for increased cooperation between multilateral actors in 
this field, stressed the inclusion of a CSR clause in FTAs, and called on the Commission to also propose 
actions adapted to SMEs. During the discussion the discussion, several members contested the current 
voluntary approach to the EU policy on CSR while others were of the opinion that CSR will only work on 
a voluntary basis.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Tokia Saïfi (EPP) Consideration of a draft opinion: 7/2/2011
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero Deadline for Ams: 14/2/2011, 18.00
Procedure: 2010/2205(INI) - INTA/7/03811 Planned adoption INTA: 15-16/3/2011
Lead committee: EMPL Planned adoption in plenary: June 2011 (tbc)

Related documents may be found here.

mailto:%20Vital.moreira@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:martti.kalaus@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5892672
mailto:%20Tokia.saifi@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Helena.Halldorf@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5872292
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4. A Single Market for Enterprises and Growth
Consideration of draft opinion

INTA Committee considered the draft opinion by J. Andrés Barea (S&D) to IMCO's own-initiative report 
on a Single Market for Enterprises and Growth. The report deals with Chapter 1 of the Commission's 
Communication Towards a Single Market Act - for a highly competitive social market economy to be 
adopted by the end of 2012 in the context of the 20th anniversary of the single market. The rapporteur 
highlighted that, in order to achieve sustainable growth in the single market, important trade issues ought 
to be addressed, such as binding social and corporate responsibility clauses, investments, public 
procurement, intellectual property rights, and geographical indications or ex ante impact assessment studies 
before Mode 4 agreements. Such matters were mentioned in the draft opinion and developed through 
amendments.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Josefa Andrés Barea (S&D) Consideration of a draft opinion: 07/02/2011
Responsible administrator: Mercedes Rodriguez Deadline for Ams: 14/02/2011, 18.00
Procedure: 2010/2277(INI) - INTA/7/04601 Planned adoption INTA: 03/03/2011
Lead committee: IMCO Planned adoption in plenary: March-II-2011

Related documents may be found here.

5. Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the EU and Iraq
First exchange of views

INTA started its work on its opinion to Parliament's consent to the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 
between the EU and Iraq, for which AFET is the lead Committee. The Rapporteur welcomed the PCA, 
especially its Trade and Investment chapter on which INTA's opinion will be focusing. Mr. Menendez de 
Valle, (S&D) also underlined that Iraq would need full support from the EU in order to make the best out 
of this agreement. The Chairman also commented on the fact that INTA's role in the procedure does not 
reflect the extent of the trade component of the PCA.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Emilio Menéndez del Valle (S&D) Consideration of a draft opinion: 03/03/2011
Responsible administrator: Andre Corrado Deadline for Ams: 04/03/2011, 18.00
Procedure: 2010/0310(NLE) - INTA/7/04460 Planned adoption INTA: 15-16/03/2011
Lead committee: AFET Planned adoption in plenary:  May2011

Related documents may be found here.

6. Developments regarding the KOR-US and KOR-EU FTAs and Korean CO2 Legislation 
Exchange of views with the Commission

In view of its vote on the Draft recommendation on the proposal for a Council decision concluding the Free 
Trade Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Korea, INTA held an exchange of 
views with the Commission's Chief negotiator of the agreement, on recent developments regarding the 
Korea-US FTA as well as the Korean draft legislation on CO2 emissions. The Commission briefed the 
Committee on the Korean draft regulations for motor vehicle average fuel economy standards, greenhouse 
gases emission standards and their application and management sets ambitious objectives for CO2 
emission reduction and for fuel efficiency. While the Commission pointed to the fact that this draft law 
provides an important contribution to the limitation of emissions of greenhouse gases, several Committee 
Members requested the Commission to avoid that these draft measures constitute a significant non-tariff 
barrier to trade in a sector of crucial importance for trade relations between the EU and Korea. In addition, 
the Commission informed INTA about its analysis of the Korea-US FTA, particularly with regard to the 
concessions made by Korea to the US automotive sector.

mailto:%20josefa.andresbarea@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:%20Mercedes.rodriguez@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5884622
mailto:emilio.menendezdelvalle@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Andre.corrado@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5882412
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7. EBO Network Resource Centre Proposal
Exchange of views with the Commission

The Committee held an exchange of views with the Commission on the European Business Organisations 
Network and their proposal for creating a Network Resource Centre. The EBO network presents itself as 
the sole network representing European business interests within third countries and extends in more than 
23 countries over 4 continents. Given that INTA is about to start its considerations on the EU annual 
budget for 2012, the Commission was asked to present the EBO activity and to comment on the project 
proposal.

8. Votes

1) Free Trade Agreement between the EU and the Republic of Korea
Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR)

in favour against abstentions
Draft recommendation 21 4 0

9. Agreement between the EU and Morocco concerning reciprocal liberalisation 
measures on agricultural products and fishery products

Presentation of the Legal Opinion
INTA held an in camera meeting with Ricardo Passos, Director of the Legal Service, following the 
Committee's request for a legal opinion on the implications of the Agreement between the EU and 
Morocco concerning reciprocal liberalisation measures on agricultural products and fishery products on the 
territory of Western Sahara. The Committee decided to seek further clarification from the European 
Commission on the matter.

Back to Content
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade will take place on Thursday 3 March 2011, 
15.00 – 18.30. The following items are foreseen on the draft agenda.

1. Scheme of generalised tariff preferences (GSP)
Votes

INTA will vote on the so-called Roll-over Regulation; a proposal to extend the duration of the GSP-
regulation by two more years, until 31 December 2013. The vote was originally scheduled for 26 January, 
but was postponed, in order to be able to take into account new legal proposals by the Commission 
aligning the Common Commercial Policy to the Ordinary Legislative Procedure.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) Exchange of views: 28-29/09/2010
Responsible administrator:  Helena Halldorf Romero Consideration of a draft report: 01-02/12/2010
Procedure: 2010/0140(COD) - INTA/7/03027 Planned deadline for AMs: 9/12/2010
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 03/03/2011

Planned adoption in plenary: March II 2011
Related documents may be found here

2. The Single Market for Enterprises and Growth
Votes

INTA will vote on the draft opinion by Ms. Josefa ANDRÉS BAREA to IMCO's own-initiative report on a 
Single Market for Enterprises and Growth for which 47 amendments have been tabled. 

Calendar

3. Exchange of views with Commissioner Karel De Gucht, Commissioner for Trade, on 
the trade dimension of the novel food regulation

The novel foods regulation has far reaching implications, including on international trade. Commissioner 
De Gucht will hold an exchange of views on the issue with INTA Members, in particular on the 
implications that restrictions on agricultural products entering the internal market might have on the 
foreign trade policy of the EU. 

4. Partnership and Cooperation Agreement: EU-Iraq
Consideration of draft opinion

Following the first exchange of views on the EU-Iraq PCA, INTA will consider the proposal of Rapporteur 
Emilio Menendez del Valle (S&D) to AFET's Report. This dossier has reached the European Parliament 
under the Consent procedure and Parliament can only give, or withhold, its Consent. Mr. Menendez del 
Valle, however, will be supplementing his draft opinion with a Short Justification in order to express his 
views on this PCA. The adoption in Committee is foreseen for March 16, 2011.

Calendar

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/oj/858/858563/858563en.pdf
mailto:%20Helmut.scholz@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:helena.halldorf@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5857092
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5. Innovation Union: Transforming Europe for a post-crisis world
Consideration of amendments

INTA will consider the amendments to the draft opinion to ITRE report on Innovation Union: transforming 
Europe for a post-crisis world. INTA's draftsperson is Mrs Vaidere (EPP). Altogether 36 amendments have 
been tabled covering, among others, coherence between innovation and other community policies, such as 
trade and industrial policies, scientific cooperation, social challenges, job creation and sustainable 
development.

Calendar

6. Transitional arrangements for bilateral investment agreements between Member 
States and third countries

2nd consideration of amendments
The Committee will continue its work on the dossier by holding a second consideration of the amendments 
tabled by the Members to Mr Schlyter's report.

Calendar

7. The EU as a global actor: its role in multilateral organisations
Exchange of views

INTA will hold a first exchange of views on its opinion to AFET's own-initiative report on EU as a global 
actor and its role in multilateral organisations, in particular after the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty. 
INTA is the committee responsible for relations with the WTO.

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE
Rapporteur: Jörg Leichtfried (S&D) First exchange of views: 3/3/2011
Responsible administrator:  Helena Halldorf Romero Planned consideration of a draft opinion:15/3/2011
Procedure: 2010/2298(INI) - INTA/7/04796 Planned deadline for AMs: 22/3/2011, 18:00
Lead committee: AFET Planned adoption INTA: 12-13/4/2011

Planned adoption in plenary: May 2011
Related documents may be found here

Back to Content

mailto:%20Joerg.leichtfried@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:helena.halldorf@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5888692
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations

Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds 
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement.

Libya Negotiations suspended. More info

Singapore 6th negotiating round is tentatively foreseen for April 2011

Malaysia 2nd round will take place in Kuala Lumpur 1-4 March 2011

3rd round is planned in Brussels for the week of 16 May 2011

Canada 7th round is foreseen for 11-15 April 2011

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission
For more info please see: http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations/

State of Play on Trade Defence Instruments

All three TDI cases against Huawei to be dropped despite findings of state support?

Three TDI cases were opened against the Chinese IT giant Huawei in June last year. In this exceptional 
proceeding, the Commission deployed its heavy-calibre arsenal comprising safeguard, anti-dumping and 
anti-subsidy instruments. Option N.V., the Belgian producer of modems, unexpectedly withdrew its anti-
dumping and anti-subsidy complaints in October last year, after striking a deal with Huawei. Subsequently, 
the safeguard case was terminated in January, due to Belgium withdrew its request for the investigation. In 
addition, the Commission is now allegedly terminating the ongoing anti-dumping and anti-subsidy 
investigations. The findings of the investigations so far are said to show presence of state support, but 
remain unclear as to if this support is countervailable.

For more see

http://uk.reuters.com/article/2011/02/04/uk-eu-china-telecoms-idUKTRE71368K20110204?pageNumber=1
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/02/17/eu-trade-modems-idUKBRU01131820110217?type=companyNews

New TDI cases 2011

Four new proceedings were initiated by 28. February 2011,  comprising three anti-dumping and one anti-
subsidy proceeding

 Sodium cyclamate, P.R. China, (AD),
 Polyethylene terephthalate, Oman and Saudi Arabia, 16.2.2011 (AS)
 Polyethylene terephthalate, Oman and Saudi Arabia, 16.2.2011 (AD)
 Oxalic acid, India and the People's Republic of China, 26.1.2011 (AD)

TDI Report 2010

On 31 December 2010, there were 124 anti-dumping and 11 countervailing measures in force. 
Furthermore, there are undertakings in force from 7 countries covering 11 products. At the end of 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/119453.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations/
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2011/02/04/uk-eu-china-telecoms-idUKTRE71368K20110204?pageNumber=1
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/02/17/eu-trade-modems-idUKBRU01131820110217?type=companyNews
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December, 57 investigations were on-going.
A total of 50 investigations were initiated in 2010, out of which 18 new investigations (including 3 anti-
subsidy investigations)

13 provisional measures were imposed (of which 4 anti-subsidy), involving imports from 6 countries and 
covering 9 products. 9 definitive measures were imposed (of which 3 anti-subsidy), involving imports from 
4 countries and covering 7 products; the Commission accepted undertakings offered by exporters in 1 case.

18 new investigations initiated:
 Zeolite A powder, Bosnia & Herzegovina (AD)
 Melamine, P.R. China (AD)
 Coated fine paper, P.R. China (AD)
 Coated fine paper, P.R. China (AS)
 Stainless steel bars, India (AD)
 Stainless steel bars, India (AS)
 Open mesh fabrics of glass fibres, P.R. China (AD)
 Ring binder mechanisms, Thailand (AD)
 Ceramic tiles, P.R. China (AD)
 Wireless wide area networking modems, P.R. China (AD)
 Tris (2-chloro-1-methylethyl) phosphate, P.R. China (AD)
 Fatty alcohols and their blends (AD)
 India, Indonesia and Malaysia
 Seamless pipes and tubes of stainless steel, PR China (AD)
 Wireless wide area networking modems, PR China (AS)
 Vinyl acetate U.S.A. 
 Graphite electrode systems P.R. China 

One safeguard investigation initiated:
 Wireless wide area networking modems, P.R. China.

For more, see the most recent Commission Report on TDI measures 01-12/2010:
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2010/january/tradoc_145673.pdf

For a full listing and further details of investigations, please see: 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/tdi/index.cfm

WTO Dispute settlement - Recent developments

At the end of January the WTO ruled that Boeing has benefited from illegal US government subsidies that 
have distorted market competition. In June 2010, the WTO ruled that Airbus had also benefited from 
illegal aid in the form of repayable loans.

The Commission welcomed the findings of the panel. "This solid report sheds further light on the negative 
consequences for the EU industry of these U.S. subsidies and provides a timely element of balance in this 
long-running dispute,” trade commissioner De Gucht said in his statement.

According to the Financial Times, spokesman for Ron Kirk, the US trade representative, said the US was 
“confident that the WTO will confirm the US view that European subsidies to Airbus dwarf any subsidies 
that the US provided to Boeing.”

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2010/january/tradoc_145673.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/tdi/index.cfm


15

General overview of cases - Recent developments:

 Deadline for appeal in EU – Fasteners from China extended to 25 March 2011.
 EU – bananas: The European Parliament gave its consent to the settlement agreement on 3 February.
 US - Large Civil Aircraft (Boeing) – the Panel issued the final report to the Parties on 31 January. 
 EU – Footwear (China) - The second panel hearing took place on 25-26 January.

For more see: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2007/may/tradoc_134652.pdf

For a full list of cases and details, see: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/wtodispute/search.cfm?code=1

The Steering Group of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO

The Steering Group is continuing to prepare for the upcoming 2011 Annual Session of the Parliamentary 
Conference on the WTO, which will take place in Geneva on 21 and 22 March. 

In the constituent meeting on 16 February of the 18-Member ad-hoc delegation to the session, Mr Paul 
Rübig presented his discussion paper for the theme "Multilateralism in the midst of the rising tide of 
bilateral and regional trade pacts", and Mr Helmut Scholz his paper on "Rebalancing the rules of the 
multilateral trading system in favour of the poor". 

Members also had the opportunity to discuss the draft outcome document, prepared by the Co-chairs of the 
EP Steering Group, Prof Vital Moreira and Mrs Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl.

Delegation to the CARIFORUM — EU Parliamentary Committee

For its first ordinary meeting on 1 February, the delegation had invited 
Commissioner de Gucht to give an update of the current state of play 
regarding the implementation of this first full Economic Partnership 
Agreement. The Commissioner recalled that the CARIFORUM-EU Joint 
Council held its inaugural meeting in May 2010, and that throughout the 
year, Caricom, Cariforum and the EU institutions worked to start getting the 
joint EPA institutions up and running. 

The Commissioner then cited four challenges to implementation on the Cariforum side: delays in 
confirming the names of EPA appointees (coordinators, committee representatives and arbitrators); the 
sometimes tense relations between the Dominican Republic (DR) and its Caricom neighbours; the situation 
in Haiti; and the need for effective monitoring of the agreement's impact. Members were interested to 
know more about capacity building and further measures for effective monitoring.

The meeting was also well attended by Ambassadors of the region, who had all been invited.

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2007/may/tradoc_134652.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/wtodispute/search.cfm?code=1
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Meetings held during weeks 3-7

 18 January 2011, Meeting with Ms. Ágnes Vargha, Hungarian Presidency Chair of Coreper I and 
Mr. Péter Györkös, Chair of Coreper II for an exchange of views on the Hungarian Presidency.

 24 January 2011, Meeting with Carlos Braga - Director and Special Representative for Europe, 
External Affairs Vice-Presidency of the World Bank, for an exchange views on prospects for 
multilateral trade, and bilateral trade between the EU and developing countries in the months ahead 
and the role of the European Parliament in this area.

 25 January, Meeting with the Ambassador of Japan to the EU, for an exchange of views on trade 
relations EU-Japan and the upcoming INTA delegation to Japan.

 8 February 2011, Meeting Mr Adrian van den Hoven and Mr. Christian Feustel (BusinessEurope)
- discuss general trade policy and investment policy.

 9 February 2011, Meeting with the Deputy Head of Mission of the Australian Embassy and 
Mission to the European Union, for a discussion on trade relations between UE and Australia.

 17 February 2011, Meeting with Hubertus Erlen from the BDI/BDA, the German Business 
Representation, for a general discussion on trade related issues.

Briefing notes and studies by the Policy department December 2010-February 2011

Delivered 

 Internal Briefing "EU/India economic relations"
 Internal Briefing on Trade Growth and World Affairs: a comment
 Internal Briefing on "Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC)
 Internal Briefing on GCC

Briefings are available internally here. Studies are available publicly here.
Pending
 Workshop on Commission's Communication "Open Europe"
 External study on reform of GSP+
 Internal Briefing on certain aspects of UN Firearms protocol (follow-up / revised version)
 External study on ACTA Impact Assessment (Part I: Feb 2011; Part II: Mar 2011) 
 External Briefing on Raw materials
 External Study on Relations commerciales UE-Chine: état des lieux et perspectives
 Internal Briefing on Taiwan
 Internal Briefing on Singapore
 Internal Briefing on Japan
 Internal Briefing on Canada
 External Briefing on EXIM Bank of China
 External study on l'impact de la globalisation sur l'emploi et les politiques sociales dans l'UE

http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/poldeptexpo
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studiesCom.do?body=INTA&language=EN
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Workshop

The future of the EU Trade Policy
INTA is organising, in cooperation with the Policy Department of DG EXPO, a Workshop under the title 
"the Future of the Union's Trade Policy", which will take place in the European Parliament, Brussels, on 15 
March 2011, from 9.00-12.30 hrs, in the room PHS P4B001. The Workshop is in connection to the 
Commission's Communication on "Trade Growth and World Affairs". The distinguished panellist 
will have debates on two main topics:

-"a Critical assessment of the Communication "Trade, Growth and World Affairs" and the EU Common 
Commercial Policy", will be discussed by Prof. Francesco Granell (Barcelona) and Director Fredrik Erixon 
(ECIPE); and 

- "Specific aspects of the Commission's Communication", including the coherence between the Union's 
Industrial and Trade Policies, the role of bilateral FTAs, and the place of the EU in the future global 
trading system, will be discussed by Dr. Jacques Pelkmans (CEPS), Dr. Stephen Woolcock (LSE) and Dr. 
Juergen Matthes (IdW).

The workshop will be chaired by professor Moreira, the Chair of the INTA committee, with the presence 
of Daniel Caspary, the INTA Rapporteur on "the Union's New Trade Policy under the EU2020 Strategy". 

EP Press releases

EU-South Korea free trade agreement passes final hurdle in Parliament       
Press release - External/international trade - 17-02-2011

Having pushed through a strong safeguard clause to protect European industry and received guarantees 
from Seoul that the new Korean legislation on car CO2 emission limits would not be detrimental to 
European car makers, the Parliament today gave its consent to the most ambitious trade agreement the EU 
has ever negotiated. 

MEPs recommend go-ahead for free trade accord between EU and South Korea       
Press release - External/international trade - 07-02-2011 

Having pushed through a strong safeguard clause to protect European industry and received guarantees 
from Seoul that the new Korean legislation on car CO2 emission limits would not be detrimental to 
European car makers, the EP International Trade Committee recommended on Monday that Parliament 
give the green light to ratification of the most ambitious trade agreement the EU has ever negotiated. 

Library Briefings

Access to medicine in developing countries: the impact of EU trade policy (FR)/ Library Briefing by Marta 
Latek and Cornelia Vurtz, 10 February 2011, 7 p.
"Strengthened border controls have enabled seizures of drugs in transit to developing countries. Civil 
society groups criticise this policy, as it could have a negative impact on production and trade in generic 
drugs."

For more, see: Library Briefings

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20110216IPR13769+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20110207IPR13238+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/rep/09-Briefings/2011/110135REV1-Access-Medicines-FINAL.pdf
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/rep/09-Briefings/2011/110135REV1-Acces-Medicaments-FINAL.pdf
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=109


18

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan) 

Assessing prospective trade policy: methods applied to EU-ACP economic partnership 
agreements / Oliver Morrissey (editor), Routledge 2011, 239 p.

"This volume not only assesses EPAs and the impact on ACP countries, but also provides 
guidance for ACP negotiators in future negotiations and provides an evaluation of methods used 
to analyse the impact of trade reforms."

Food crises and the WTO: world trade forum/ Karapinar, Baris; Haberli, Christian, 2010, 365 p. 

"This book investigates the relevance of the WTO's Doha Round at times when both the food and 
financial crises are affecting developing countries. Bringing together leading experts in economic 
development, trade and law, it sheds new light on the role of international agricultural trade and 
the WTO in food security."

The international dimension of EU competition law and policy/ Papadopoulos, Anestis S., 
Cambridge University Press 2010, 331 p.
"This book examines the position taken by the EU in four distinct categories of international 
agreements which are devoted to competition or include competition provisions. In particular 
with regard to bilateral enforcement cooperation agreements, bilateral free trade agreements, 
plurilateral-regional agreements and the long negotiations for the adoption of a multilateral 

competition regime."
Source: EP Library

Databases 

Export Helpdesk / Commission DG Trade
Online service providing information for exporters interested in supplying the EU market. 
Detailed information/data on  Import tariffs,  Trade statistics, Preferential arrangements (EPAs, 
GSP, FTAs etc.) and Requirements and Taxes

Library weekly newsletter on International Trade 

The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up.
-----------

For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade
Contact - Nils Hammarlund, Ext. 42871

Important Meetings and Events

WTO events

21-22 March Annual Session of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO
5-7 April WTO: Trade Policy Review Body — Australia

Events Calendar 2011

Upcoming Summits and Events

4-5 March PA-UfM Plenary, Rome
24-25 March European Council
15-20 April 124th IPU Assembly, Panama

For more info click here

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=162785
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=162785
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=163649
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=164716&q=
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/index_en.html
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/display.cfm?page=it/it_Introduction.html&doctype=main&languageId=EN
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/display.cfm?page=st/st_Introduction.html&docType=main&languageId=EN
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/display.cfm?page=cd/cd_Introduction.html&docType=main&languageId=EN
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/display.cfm?page=rt/rt_Introduction.html&docType=main&languageId=EN
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=30260&policyAreaId=5
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=5
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/events_e/events_e.htm#march
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/events_e/events_e.htm#march
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/xppc/rolling_calendar_2011.pdf
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Useful links

INTA Links:
List of INTA Members
INTA Website

EU Links: 
European Commission - Trade Europe
European Council
Hungarian Presidency

Other Links
Business Europe
WTO
Documents and publications

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2011

The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade will take place on Tuesday 12 April 
2011 (15.00-18.30) and Wednesday 13 April 2011 (09.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30) in Brussels. The annual 
calendar can be found here. 

Back to Content

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/membersCom.do?language=EN&body=INTA
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/10;%20jsessionid=1FED70050435C2F6B7217DE671ABDEBD
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-institution.aspx?lang=en
http://www.eu2011.hu/
http://www.eu2011.hu/
http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp
http://www.wto.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/documents-and-publications/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/inta/calendar_2011.pdf
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