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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Is concerned that the Court of Auditors found the supervisory and control systems for 
external aid and development to be merely partially effective in ensuring the regularity of 
payments and that payments were affected by material error; is concerned that errors in 
some final payments found by the Court of Auditors were not detected by the 
Commission and that the Commission does not monitor the extent to which the 
Humanitarian Procurement Centres are used by partners; welcomes the fact that the 
number of transactions affected by error (13 %) was less than half the number in previous 
years, however, underlines that efforts need to be made towards a further reduction of this 
percentage;

2. Notes that "weaknesses identified during regular audits of the partners’ systems are not 
always addressed ... in a timely manner"1 by DG ECHO; accordingly, urges DG ECHO to 
bolster its monitoring and follow-up capacity; 

3. Calls on the Commission to integrate environmental aspects more comprehensively into 
development projects, including budget support programmes, and to evaluate 
environmental mainstreaming in development cooperation; regrets that these 
shortcomings may be due to staff shortages and looks forward to progress with the advent 
of the European External Action Service; 

4. Calls once again for greater involvement of parliaments and consultation of local civil 
society in partner countries when drawing up and reviewing Development Co-operation 
Instrument (DCI) Country Strategy Papers; 

5. Urges the Commission to help partner countries develop parliamentary control and audit 
capacities and to increase transparency and public access to information, in particular 
when aid is provided via budget support, in line with the provisions of Article 25(1), 
point (b), of the DCI Regulation2, and invites the Commission to report regularly on 
progress achieved; 

6. Calls once again on the Commission to demonstrate that it has spent at least 20 % of 
development aid on basic and secondary education and basic health, including safe access 
to water and sanitation; further suggests that impact assessments accounting for this 
spending should be thoroughly carried out in order to maximise the effectiveness of the 
programmes undertaken; 

7. Invites the Commission to place greater emphasis on women's health in developing 
countries in general, and improving maternal health in particular, as this is the area where 

                                               
1 Court of Auditors' annual report on the implementation of the budget (2010/C 303/01), p. 144, paragraph 

6.42.
2 Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 

establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation (OJ L 378, 27.12.2006, p. 41.).
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the Millennium Development Goals targets are furthest from being met;

8. Highlights that development aid mechanisms should be also aimed at promoting wealth 
creation and supporting small and medium-sized enterprises, since wealth creation 
remains a crucial tool in alleviating poverty; recalls that an estimated EUR 800 billion is 
lost annually from developing countries through illicit capital flows, prevention of which 
could prove decisive in alleviating poverty and achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals;

9. Appreciates that United Nations' organisations often possess specific experience and 
expertise not readily found elsewhere; expresses concern, nonetheless, that the 
Commission does not convincingly demonstrate beforehand whether the choice of a UN 
organisation is in fact more efficient and effective than other ways of delivering aid1; 
calls on the Commission to implement a more transparent and objective process for 
selecting aid implementation channels; 

10. Urges the Commission to ensure better visibility for Union-funded activities overseas.

                                               
1 Court of Auditors' Special Report No 15/2009 on 'EU assistance implemented through United Nations 

organisations: decision-making and monitoring'.
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