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Under the co-chairmanship of Mr. Pawel Kowal (ECR, Poland) and Mr. Borys Tarasyuk 
(Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense, Ukraine) the sixteenth meeting of the EU-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Cooperation Committee was held in Brussels on 15-16 March 2011. 
The Committee exchanged views with Ambassador Konstantyn YELISIEIEV on behalf of 
the Government of Ukraine and with Mr Miroslav LAJČAK, Managing Director, 
Responsible for Europe and Central Asia, on behalf of the European External Action 
Service and the European Union.

The Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (PCC):

The state of play of relations between Ukraine and the EU:

1. Welcomes the results of the latest EU-Ukraine Summit of 22 November 2010 in 
Brussels as stated in the Joint Press Statement by Mr. Viktor Yanukovych, President 
of Ukraine, Mr. Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council and 
Mr. José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission;

2. Recalls that the relations between Ukraine and the EU are based on common values 
and a common history and that the EU has acknowledged and welcomed European 
aspirations of Ukraine; notes that further deepening of the relationship between 
Ukraine and the EU will be determined by the implementation of reforms and further 
focus on common values;

3. Takes note of the Resolution of the European Parliament on Ukraine adopted on 
25 November 2010 in which it was emphasized that, pursuant to Article 49 of the 
Treaty on the EU, Ukraine may apply for membership of the EU like any European 
state that adheres to the principles of freedom, democracy, respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms and the rule of law;

4. Calls for a dynamic continuation of the negotiations on EU-Ukraine Association 
Agreement, which are to lead to the conclusion of an ambitious and innovative 
agreement based on the principles of political association and economic integration; 
shares the wish already expressed by both sides to make the finalization of the 
negotiating process by the end of 2011 possible;



5. Takes note of the latest round of negotiations on the deep and comprehensive free 
trade area in Kyiv on 7-10 February 2011; emphasizes the need of deepening of co-
operation between Ukraine and the EU in the trade and economic sphere as integral 
part of the future Association Agreement; encourages both sides to work closely 
together  towards a mutually acceptable compromise on the remaining issues within 
the DCFTA negotiations; 

6. Stresses the need to take into account the transitional costs of preparing for 
implementation of the DCFTA, bearing in mind the impact both of reductions in 
revenue linked to tariff cuts, and enhanced VAT collection from increased trade 
flows. Reiterates the need for adequate financial and technical assistance in the run-
up to entry into force of the agreement and DCFTA.

7. Warmly welcomes the endorsement of the Action Plan on visa liberalization for 
Ukraine at the Ukraine-EU Summit November 2010; welcomes the adoption by the 
Ukrainian authorities of the National Plan on the implementation of the Action Plan; 
looks forward to the implementation of the Action Plan which will gradually lead to 
establishing of the visa free regime between Ukraine and the EU as soon as possible, 
when all conditions and requirements will be met by Ukraine;

8. Invites Ukraine to swiftly adopt the legislation required to fulfill the first set of 
benchmarks listed in the Visa Liberalization Action Plan; calls on the Commission 
and also the Council to support the eventual shift to the evaluation of the second set 
of benchmarks 

9. Notes with satisfaction that the local border traffic regimes between Ukraine and 
Hungary, Poland and Slovakia within the relevant bilateral agreements are well 
functioning and emphasizes the need to further facilitate the conditions for border 
crossing by persons residing in the border area;

10. Reiterates its call for extension of the local border traffic regime between the EU 
Member States and neighboring countries, particularly, with regard to Ukraine, and 
for an amendment of the Regulation (EC) No 1931/2006 of the European Parliament 
and the Council of 20 December 2006 laying down the rules on local border traffic at 
the external land borders of the Member States as well as for amendments to the 
provisions of the Schengen Convention to extend the border area at least to 50 
kilometers; 

11. Further reiterates the importance of introducing a joint border control between 
Ukraine and neighboring EU Member States and welcomes the European 
Commission’s amendments to the Schengen Border Code (Annex VI) laying down 
the provision permitting the conclusion of bilateral agreements concerning joint 
border checks on road traffic;

12. Welcomes the accession of Ukraine to the Energy Community Treaty as of 1 
February 2011; believes that active and responsible membership of Ukraine in the 
Energy Community will bring the country closer to the European Internal Energy 
Market; 



13. Believes that, along with the implementation of the Joint Declaration of March 2009 
on the modernization of Ukraine’s GTS the recent accession of Ukraine to the 
Energy Community Treaty will deeply interconnect energy cooperation between 
Ukraine and the EU and effectively strengthen security of energy supply to Ukraine 
and the EU;

14. Points out that on April 2011, Ukraine commemorates the 25th anniversary of the
Chornobyl tragedy; supports the efforts of the Ukrainian authorities that have been 
implemented to counter the consequences of the catastrophe and raising more 
international awareness of the tragedy, in particular, through convening the 
Chornobyl Summit, International Pledging Conference and International Scientific 
Conference in Kyiv on 19 and 20-22 April 2011 respectively; welcomes therefore the 
intention of the President of the European Commission to pay a visit to Kyiv to take 
part in the Chornobyl Summit in Ukraine on 19 April 2011; 

15. Decides to create a Working Group to discuss the local and regional reform in 
Ukraine, which should report to the PCC at its next meeting;

Internal developments in Ukraine:

16. Welcomes the consensual statements by the Ukrainian Government and political 
opposition on Ukraine’s aspirations with regard to European integration and its 
ambition to become an EU Member State; notes that this aim continues to be 
supported by almost all actors on the Ukrainian political stage; calls on the Ukrainian 
authorities to establish a common forum to coordinate Ukraine’s political position 
vis-à-vis the European Union, consisting of politicians from both the ruling coalition 
and the opposition;

17. Stresses that on its road towards the European integration Ukraine should implement  
essential systemic reforms in due time which are in need for bringing the country 
closer to the European norms and standards, including  further consolidation of 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law;

18. Calls for Ukraine to implement a number of important reforms, in particular 
constitutional, electoral, judicial, administrative, budget, tax and pension reforms, 
which, upon their implementation, would bring the country closer to the European 
Union;

19. Takes note of the Presidential Decree of 21 February 2011 providing for the 
establishment of the Constitutional Assembly which is to prepare amendments to the 
Constitution of Ukraine that has to serve the purposes of human right protection and 
effective governance and thus calls for the constitutional process to be carried out in 
an inclusive manner and with the engagement of European expertise;

20. Emphasizes the need to strengthen the credibility, stability, independence and  
efficiency of Ukrainian institutions, thereby guaranteeing democracy and the rule of 
law and promoting a consensual constitutional reform based on the clear separation 
of powers and effective checks and balances between state institutions; 



21. Calls for Ukrainian leadership to exert due efforts to enhance the electoral system 
and to improve electoral practice in Ukraine; takes note of the amendments to the 
Constitution of Ukraine adopted on 1 February 2011 which provide for the next 
regular parliamentary elections to be carried out in autumn 2012; hopes that the 
Ukrainian authorities shall use the time till the next parliamentary elections to 
thoroughly draft an Electoral Code in a unified and comprehensive manner with the 
engagement of European expertise and will ensure that it will be in force well before 
the elections; 

22. Hopes for the conducting of the judicial and criminal justice reform in Ukraine in 
order to provide independence of  the  judicial branch of power,  transparency and
impartiality of justice, accessibility for fair courts to all citizens, where judges’ action 
correspond to European and international standards;

23. Underlines the importance of the administrative reform providing for better use of 
civil servants and allowing to avoid redundancy of portfolios, as well as transferring 
power from the center to the regions in order to ensure a higher efficiency of public 
administration and local self government;

24. Takes note of the adoption, on 1 February 2011 of the National Action Plan for 2011 
on the implementation of economic reforms in 2010-2014 entitled ‘Wealthy Society, 
Competitive Economy, Effective Government’; 

25. Takes note of the necessity to fight against corruption in Ukraine and the 
investigations against officials of both the current and the former government of the 
country; calls for impartial, non-selective pursuit over all those responsible, which 
will help to eradicate the harmful phenomenon of corruption which erodes the basis 
of political stability and economic growth;

26. Underlines the need to strengthen efforts of the Government of Ukraine to improve 
business and investment climate in the country with a view to making full use of the 
future DCFTA with the EU as well as ensuring dynamic economic growth;

Cooperation in the common neighborhood between Ukraine and the EU:

27. Takes note of the recent developments in the Southern and Eastern dimensions of the 
European Neighborhood;

28. Referring to the recent initiative of minister of foreign affairs of some EU Member 
States to shift EU funds from east to south, emphasizes that both dimensions are of 
great importance for the EU. Expresses its convictions that Ukraine, aspiring for 
membership and carrying out systemic reforms in line with EU requirements, is to be 
high on the EU agenda;

29. Regrets the cancellation of the ministerial meeting on the strategic review of the
European Neighborhood Policy scheduled for February 2011 as well as the 
postponement of the Eastern Partnership Summit originally planned in May 2011 in 
Budapest; stresses that today, even more than before, the EU engagement with its 
neighborhood, especially within the Eastern Partnership, is needed;



30. Welcomes the debates in the European Parliament on the ENP strategic review and 
believes they will provide for greater engagement of the EU with Eastern Europe in 
terms of mutual comprehensive market access, progressive visa liberalization, energy 
integration  and European cohesion in terms of regional development;

31. Further believes that the ENP review process would emphasize the Article 49 of the 
Treaty on EU, which may be applied for those European neighbors of the European 
Union that are pursuant to article 49 and adhere to the principles of freedom, 
democracy, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and the rule of law;

32. Recalls that some positive developments had been observed in Belarus in the run-up 
to the presidential elections of 19 December 2010 and therefore regrets even more 
the events, which occurred in their aftermath, especially the use of force against the 
opposition during protest manifestations after presidential elections, which have 
compromised the progress witnessed before;

33. Takes note of the Council Conclusions on Belarus of 31 January 2011 and thus calls 
on the Belarusian authorities to free and rehabilitate the political prisoners as the 
most urgent confidence-building measure with a view to reanimating the process of 
normalization of relations between the EU and Belarus;

34. Welcomes the support by the Parliament of Ukraine of the earliest possible launch of 
the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly as the parliamentary dimension of the Eastern 
Partnership, and calls for the European Parliament and all five partners of the 
Euronest PA to continue a pro-active engagement towards Belarus, to pave its way 
for a full-fledged participation in the Euronest PA, which remains welcome once the 
democratic conditions set in the rules governing the works of Euronest PA will be 
met;

35.  Notes that there is no alternative to friendly, constructive and mutually-beneficial 
relations between Ukraine and Russia;

36. Calls on the officials of EU Members States to refrain from actions and statements 
which do not correlate with the true status of ensuring the rights of national 
minorities in Ukraine;

37. Reiterates the importance of strengthened cooperation in the area of foreign and 
security policy and stresses in particular the value of close cooperation in the regional 
framework, notably in the context of the 5+2 process for the Transnistrian settlement.
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