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David Kato Kisule                                                  
1964 - 2011

A minutes' silence was observed at 
the beginning of the DROI meeting of 
7 February in memory of David Kato, 
Advocacy and Litigation Officer of 
Sexual Minorities Uganda, 
assassinated on 26 January 2011.  

David Kato testified before the 
Subcommittee on Human Rights on 
attacks against the LGBT community 

in Uganda in November 2010. 

Heidi Hautala issued a joint statement together with 
the Co-President of the ACP Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly, and the Co-Presidents of the Intergroup 
on LGBT Rights in the European Parliament.

President Buzek also issued a statement calling for 
investigation into the death of Ugandan gay rights 
activist David Kato 

Hearing on the right to water and sanitation 
24 January 2011

Jointly with the Committee on Development

Catarina de Albuquerque, UN Special Rapporteur 
considered that a resolution adopted last October 
by the UN Human Rights Council represented a real 
breakthrough as it recognised the right to water as a 
basic human right. Naturally this particular right is to 
be protected in the context of raising public health 
standards confronting climate change and respect 
for economic and social rights. 

A number of Members felt that the EU could lead 
the way in linking its development policy to the 
need to respect the right to water. According to 
the co-chair of the hearing, Mr Deva, the debate 
raised more questions than answers. 

Uganda in view of the presidential 
elections - 24 January 2011

Jointly with the Committee on Development

Edward Scicluna Chief Observer of the EU 
Election Observation mission, opened the 
discussion on the human rights situation in 
Uganda in view of the presidential elections on 18
February.  The EEAS, and Maria Burnett from 
Human Rights Watch (via video l i nk  from 
Kampala) also took part and highlighted a number 
of disturbing developments in relation to the 
freedom of the media.  The Ugandan 
Ambassador, H.E. Stephen Kapimpina Katenta-
Apuli, stated that in his view the media was 
becoming 'out of control' and argued that whilst 
the legislation proposed making homosexual 
relations a capital offence has not been 
withdrawn, it has not been a priority in parliament 
and external pressure was therefore futile.  

The hearing, co-chaired by Heidi Hautala and Eva 
Joly, was an excellent example of DROI-DEVE-
ELOBS cooperation.

South of Sudan - 24 January 2011
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Jointly with the Committee on Development

Véronique De Keyser, Chief Observer of the EU 
Election Observation Mission for the Southern 
Sudan Referendum, was present for the discussion 
as was Mariya Nedelcheva, Chair of the EP election 
observation delegation.  Almansour Nooruddein of 
the Embassy of Sudan and Dr. Francis Nazario 
from the South Sudan Liaison Office also took part.  
All speakers confirmed this was an inspiring and 
dangerous moment for all the people of Sudan, both 
North and South.  Border issues remained 
unresolved and the rights of Northerners living in 
the South and vice-versa remain quite unclear.  In 
Sudan there is no national human rights 
commission, whilst in the South such a body does 
exist and the representative of South Sudan insisted 
that this new country will be based on the rule of law 
and human rights.

President Buzek also issued a statement on the 
developments in Sudan.

Workshop on torture and secret 
detentions: the UN perspective and the role 
of the EU - 25 January 2011

Two extremely well informed 
speakers took part in the 
workshop, Professor Manfred 
Nowak, former UN Special 
Rapporteur for torture and Julia 
Hall, Amnesty International.   

Focus was placed on the new 
evidence on state complicity in 
the US renditions programmes 
which has emerged via Wikileaks, as well as from 
the criminal or parliamentary proceedings in some 
countries (in Europe and around the world). 

Prof. Nowak 
and Ms. Hall 

notably 
stressed the 
role the EP 
could play in 

putting 
pressure on 
EU states to 

ensure
accountability and transparency in relation to 
complicity with the illegal renditions programme.  
During the discussion most MEPs emphasised the 
need to have a meaningful follow-up to the Fava 
report.

Carlos Coelho, former chair of the Temporary 
Committee on the alleged use of European 
countries by the CIA for illegal activities (TDIP) 
requested follow-up to the recommendations of 
the FAVA report.

Link to the EP press release on this item.

Report back on the ad hoc delegation to 
Tunisia - 3 - 6 February 2011

Joint discussion b e t w e e n  DROI, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
Delegation for Relations with the Maghreb 
countries (DMAG)

In the words of the Prime Minister of Tunisia, this 
was the first parliamentary delegation he had 
received since taking office a few days earlier.  It 
was also the first high level political delegation 
from the EU.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/view/en/press/press_release/2011/2011-February/press_release-2011-February-9.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201102/20110203ATT13147/20110203ATT13147EN.pdf
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Heidi Hautala, Chair of DROI opened the discussion 
underlining the importance of coordination of 
international assistance to the Tunisian economy
and to the process of democratisation, emphasizing 
that Tunisia still faces enormous challenges.

Pier Antonio Panzeri, co-chair of the ad hoc 
delegation referred to the delegation's press 
release, the sense of isolation he felt when the 
delegation visited the Prime Minister.  He spoke of 
the uncertainties of the electoral process, the 
registration of parties and mentioned the invitation 
received from the Foreign Minister to observe the 
elections.  

Ms. Hautala joined those calling for an international 
donors' conference and suggested that Tunisia be 
added to the list of countries announced by the 
HR/VP as pilot countries to test the EU's ability to 
promote democracy.

Simon Busuttil went on to add that he had felt hope 
and hopelessness, fear and liberation and that the 
EU's job was now to help the Tunisian people.  

An emotional note was struck by the leader of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network, 
Kamel Jendoubi, a Tunisian who has been in exile 
for the last 17 years.  He encouraged members to 
maintain their interest in Tunisia and not to be too 
concerned by some kind of Islamic threat.  

Press release  "Europe must show Tunisia that 
democracy pays"

On 8 February a press conference was given by 
José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra, Chair of 
the ad hoc delegation to Tunisia, Pier Antonio 
Panzeri, Co-Chair and Heidi Hautala, together 
with President Buzek, on the outcome of the 
delegation's visit. To hear the press conference 
click here.

Human Rights Council                                  

A DROI delegation of 3 members: Heidi Hautala, 
Laima Liucija Andrikienė and Jörg Leichtfried 
attended the 16th Session of the Human Rights 
Council in Geneva on 16-18 March 2011.  
Feedback on this delegation will be presented at 
the DROI meeting of 13 April 2011.  

7 February
In advance of the delegation visit, members of 
DROI were presented with a study on "the 
European Union and the review of the Human 
Rights Council"

The study commissioned by DROI was presented 
to members by its author, Dr. Karen Smith, 
Reader in International Relations at the London 
School of Economics.  In her short but critical 
presentation examining the internal and external 
effectiveness of the EU in the Human Rights 
Council, Dr. Smith pointed out that the HRC tends 
to be driven by North/South bloc politics and that 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201102/20110207ATT13239/20110207ATT13239EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201102/20110207ATT13239/20110207ATT13239EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20110207IPR13247+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Search.aspx?sort=EDD&rows=5&p=1
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the EU languishes under a number of weaknesses.  
However, the EU has been active with regard to the 
on-going HRC review-process which could result in 
improvements to the process of the Universal 
Periodic Review.  Recommendations in the study 
include proposals for a larger, well-resourced EU 
Delegation in Geneva, taking a more prominent 
role, better "feed-in" with Brussels on the positions 
the EU Delegation takes in Geneva.  On the 
question of "enhanced status" for the EU, she was 
not recommending that the EU disappeared as a 
bloc but stressed that the role it played in sparking 
automatic opposition in the HRC was unhelpful.

Engelbert Theuermann, Chair of the Council's 
Working Group on Human Rights (COHOM) agreed 
that what happens in Geneva must be part and 
parcel of EU foreign policy.  Innovative approaches 
and a further improvement to co-ordination were 
needed, and COHOM had a key role to play in this 
respect.  It was important for the EU to "engage 
strongly" with individual HRC member states and for 
the EU to "be heard with many voices ...".

Follow up to the Goldstone report on the Gaza 
conflict and the UNHRC report on the Gaza 
flotilla incident, 7 February

Linnea Arvidsson, of the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) informed members about both the 
Goldstone report on the Gaza conflict and the 
UNHRC report on the Gaza flotilla incident.  In 2010 
a new independent committee was established to 

monitor the investigations of the Goldstone Report 
findings and the High Commission for Human 
Rights would report to the UNHRC in March on 
the flotilla incident.

NGO representatives, Daragh Murray, Palestinian 
Centre for Human Rights and Miri Weingarten, 
Jewish-Israeli activist, described investigations 
undertaken by parties involved in Cast Lead 
Operation as lacking internationally recognised 
criteria: promptness, independence and 
impartiality.  The fact that these are exclusively 
military investigations results in lack of 
transparency.

Exchange of views with Engelbert 
Theuermann, Chair of COHOM                      
7 February 2011

The newly appointed 
Chair of the Council 
Working Group on 
Human Rights, Engelbert 
Theuermann presented 
an outline of his 
approach to the 
management of COHOM.  
He will seek a close 
relationship with the 
European Parliament on 
human rights and 

confirmed his willingness to come regularly to 
DROI if invited and inform members in detail 
about specific COHOM outcomes.  His priorities 
included continuing current work on the 
rationalisation of EU Guidelines and the 
establishment of human rights strategies for third 
countries, and on reviewing EU human rights 
pol icy.   His speech closely reflected the 
expectations set out in last December's 
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Andrikiene report and we well received by members 
as the potential start of an effective DROI/COHOM 
alliance.

Study on human rights in Russia, 
including human rights consultations                  
28 February

The study, commissioned by DROI, was presented 
by Dr. Richard Youngs, author of the study.  In his 
study Dr. Youngs focussed on perceptions by civil 
society, which called for three improvements: the 
establishment of clear objectives; for the results of 
the Consultations to feed into higher level political 
dialogue; and for linkages to be made with the 
financial instruments of the EU.  He also stressed 
that the European Parliament should call the EU 
institutions for greater accountability regarding 
eventual failings in these three areas, which were 
part of original EU commitments.  

H.E. Ambassador Chizov, Russian ambassador to 
the EU, conveyed Russia's moderate satisfaction 
with the consultations, and reiterated opposition to 
having non-diplomats attend the talks on the 
Russian side.

Dr. Kionka, EEAS, agreed with most of the study's 
conclusions on the need to reform the consultations, 
but disagreed with the option of calling them off.  
Björn Engesland of the Norway Helsinki Committee 
drew attention to Russia's lack of willingness to 
improve its human rights record and challenged 
both sides to improve the format and effectiveness 
of the consultations.  

Caste-based discrimination in South Asia    
28 February

The hearing, which 
was structured into 
two parts, took place 
with the participation 
of the Committee on 
Development and the 
Delegations for 
relations with India 
and with South Asia.  

During Part I, 
Global/country level 
perspective, Rikke 
Nöhrlind, International 
Dali t  Solidarity Network presented the global 
incidence in the world, and from India, Manjula 
Pradeep of the Navsarjan Trust, addressed the 
issue of caste and gender, focusing on the 
discrimination of Dalit women and young girls in 
India.  India's ani-discrimination laws have not 
proved to be effective.

Part II focused on European and International 
Action.  Antti Korkeakivi, UN OHCHR chief of 
Indigenous Peoples and Minorities section and 
Maria Lensu, from the EEAS human rights 
directorate, listed the many projects developed at 
local and regional level, on child labour, 
education, health, as examples of what can be 
successful in terms of small scale intervention.  

Discrimination based on caste was recognised by 
all speakers as a human rights violation of civil, 
political, economic and social and cultural rights.
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Developments in Egypt                                       
28 February

Co-chaired with Fiorello Provera, Vice-chair of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Mário 
David, Chair of the Mashreq Delegation

Members were briefed by two invited experts on the 
state of political reform process in Egypt: Mr El 
Figiery, board member of the Cairo Institute for 
Human Rights and Dr. Ayman Nour, chairman of an 
opposition party in Egypt, former prisoner of 
conscience and opposition candidate against ex-
President Mubarak.

Mr El Figiery 
focussed on civil 
society desiring a 

parliamentary 
system, not a 
presidential one, 
and that a much 
longer time frame 
would be needed 

to ensure genuine transition and deep-rooted 
reform.  He also stated that many political detainees 
were still in prison.

Dr. Ayman Nour, 
appearing via video 
conference, urged 
caution in relation to the 
military regime.  He 
agreed that the 
transition would need at 
least 18 months, more 
interaction of different 
players and the 
involvement of normal 
citizens, not only from 
the army and its hand 
picked representatives.  

A new constitution was needed and a proper 
reform committee had to be set up.  In his view 
the current reform proposal did not ensure real 
change.  

Members asked about the possibility of election 
observers and the ways the EU could assist the 
transition.

Press release :  DROI discussion

Migration situation regarding Libya          
3 March 2011

DROI held an 
extraordinary meeting 
on 3 March on Libya 
and its neighbouring 
countries, with a focus 
on the evolving 
migration challenges 
brought about by the 
current situation.  This 
meeting was proposed 
by the International Organisation for  Migration 
Brussels' office.

Laurence Hart, Chief of the IOM Mission in Libya, 
presented the situation on the ground and the 
growing challenges of migration flows coming 
from Libya across the borders of neighbouring 
countries (notably Tunisia).  According to his data, 
there are thousands of migrants still awaiting 
authorisation to enter Tunisia and there is an 
urgent need to decongest the border area which 
lacks adequate facilities to host large numbers of 
people.  Funding is obviously needed but material 
assets are an immediate necessity.

Ana Gomes, AFET rapporteur on the EU-Libya 
framework agreement opened the debate, 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20110228IPR14444+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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emphasizing the need to protect vulnerable people, 
stressing the conditions of detained illegal migrants 
coming from south Sahara countries.

Heidi Hautala asked Mr Hart to give an opinion on 
the opportunity to send an EP delegation to Libya 
and he agreed to put the secretariat in touch with 
experts in the field who could advise on the right 
moment to go to possibly Benghazi.

Ethiopia and the use of development aid                                                          
14 March 2011

DROI held an exchange of views jointly with DEVE, 
and with the association of the EU-ACP Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly, on the human rights 
situation in Ethiopia and the use of development 
aid.  

The discussion focussed on EU follow-up (EU is 
one of the major donors) and the serious allegations 
made by Human Rights Watch in its report of 
October 2010.  According to HRW development aid 
is used by the government and the ruling party as a 
political weapon to abuse human rights.  Ethiopia is 
now the world's second largest recipient of foreign 
development aid and the discussion showed that 
the European Commission and the EEAS are not 
envisaging any independent assessment of the use 
of development aid, without any government 
interference.  

It was suggested by Louis Michel, co-chair of the 
EU-ACP JPA, and Nirj Deva, Chair of the 
Committee on Development, that HRW, DEVCO 
and the Ethiopian Government cooperate directly in 
a way that reflects the need to have guarantees that 
aid is not used for domestic political purposes.  It 
was also proposed by Mr Deva to "repeat the 
exercise" later in the year to see if such a trilogue 
had been instituted.

Iran                                                              
14 March 2011

In association with the Delegation for 
Relations with Iran

Given the recent developments in Iran and the 
region, the Subcommittee decided it would be 
timely to hold a discussion on the human rights 
situation in Iran.

Dr. Rouzeh Parsi of the European Institute for 
Security Studies, and Dr. Aaron Rhodes from the 
International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran 
gave presentations on the international situation in 
Iran and an analysis of what events in the region 
mean for Iran, and how the EU could be more 
effective in addressing them.

Questions put by the members ranged from the 
role of Iran as a possible stabilising element in the 
region and its possible role in the revolutions 
taking place in the neighbourhood, moves by the 
US to remove the MKO from the list of proscribed 
organisations, how to persuade Iran to change its 
behaviour, and the controversy surrounding the 
EP delegation visit to Iran.  Dr. Parsi saw such a 
visit as a good move, though drew attention to the 
fact that such visits are often manipulated.  Dr. 
Parsi also considered the opening of an EU 
Delegation in Tehran (as called for in the recently 
adopted Belder report) as vital.
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Ms. Claudia Gintersorf, EEAS, stressed that the EU 
has been active in approaching the Iranian 
government.  In terms of specific actions, the option 
of blacklisting officials was "under active 
consideration" and Iran would be on the agenda of 
the next Foreign Affairs Council.  

Palestinian Prisoners in custody in Israel                                
15 march 2011

Jointly with the Delegation for Relations with the 
Palestinian Legislative Council

Mr Issa Qaraqe, the Palestinian Minister of 
detainees and ex-detainees affairs addressed the 
meeting, stressing that the treatment of Palestinian 
detainees in Israeli custody is first and foremost a 
humanitarian issue.  The Minister cited a number of 
concrete issues: detainees are moved around 
between facilities; disregard for children's rights; 
administrative/arbitrary detention; long duration of 
sentences; limited visiting possibilities; torture and 
ill-treatment.  Resolving the current situation of 
Israeli impunity as regards these alleged human 
rights violations is moreover a prerequisite for 
peace.

Brigadier General Dan Avimeir, and Major Naftali 
Smulowitz of the Israel Prison Service insisted on 

their full accordance of the detainees' rights within 
both Israeli and international law.  The prison 
system helps enforcing the law while providing for 
the prisoners' needs and respecting their rights.  

Members then raised a number of further issues, 
including the situation of detained children.  The 
possibility of sending an EP fact finding mission 
with full access to the prison facilities and 
detainees to the Palestinian territories, in order to 
obtain more information, was also considered.  Mr 
Qaraqe supported this idea.

Implications for the EU Human Rights 
Policy of the events in the Arab World     
15 March 2011

The discussion was opened by the deputy 
Secretary General of the EEAS, Maciej  
Popowski, who stated that the Jasmine 
revolutions have caught all "off guard" and that the 
events are a clear call for freedom.  The EU's 
immediate response was humanitarian assistance 
and recommended a new approach to "smart 
conditionality" with assistance linked to 
democratic progress and with measurable 
benchmarks.  

Experts from FRIDE, ECFR and the Euromed 
Human Rights Network followed with ideas for a 
new strategy towards the Arab world, emphasising 
the need to be consistent.

Members also raised the following issues: the new 
partnership for mobility, on new activities with 
FRONTEX, how will the responsibility to protect 
be implemented in Libya, EEAS position on the 
constitutional referendum in Egypt, and how can 
we ensure a better engagement with civil society?
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Human Rights in Libya and Yemen          
23 March 2011

DROI, jointly with AFET and in association with the 
Delegation for Relations with the Mahgreb 
Countries and the Arab Mahgreb Union, as well as 
with the Delegation for Relations with the Arab 
Peninsula, decided to hold this extraordinary 
meeting so that Members could receive a very up-
to-date briefing on the human rights situation in 
Libya and Yemen from the International Federation 
for Human Rights (FIDH), given the latest disturbing 
developments.

Libya

Mr Khaeri Giuma Aboushagour of the Libyan 
League for Human Rights reported that in different 
villages and towns people were being killed on a 
daily basis and he asked the EU to give more 
support.  Members discussed the full 
implementation of UNSC Resolution 1973 could at 
some point mean that air raids were insufficient.  It 
was suggested that the EU position in the UN could 
at least be that the International Court would be 
commissioned to investigate all crackdowns and 
that the EU could send observation and 
documentation missions for the ICC.  The question 
of sub-Saharan refugees in Libya was also raised.  
It was also highlighted that once the military phase 
ends an enormous reconstruction effort will be 
needed in a country without any pre-existing 
political or constitutional order.

Yemen

Mr Ezzadine Al Asbahi, Director of the Human 
Rights Information and Training Centre in Yemen 
addressed the meeting.  The news was very bleak, 
with reports of people being killed emerging on an 

hourly basis.  Peaceful demonstrations by young 
people were being met with extreme and 
deliberate force aimed at killing and not just 
"scaring away" protesters.  What Yemen now 
needed from the EU was a much stronger 
position, a vision of Europe that supports justice 
and human rights.   Mr Al Asbahi was very 
optimistic about support from the EP and said that 
human rights activists in Yemen were looking
positively at the position taken by the EU, but that 
time was of the essence.  

Members were unanimous in their concern about 
events in Yemen and stressed the importance of 
the EU working together and acting more 
stringently than had been the case with Libya, 
making it clear that the EU had to be consistent in 
its principles and approach to all cases.  
Questions were asked on how the EU could best 
intervene.

Current Reports and Opinions

 Draft report on the EU external policies 
in favour of Democratisation 
2011/2032(INI), rapporteur Véronique De 
Keyser

Consideration of draft report : 14 April 2011

 Draft opinion to the LIBE committee on 
the proposal for a regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Council Regulation (EC) No. 
2007/2004 establishing a European Agency 
for the Management of Operational 
Cooperation at the External Borders of the 
Member States of the European Union 
(FRONTEX), rapporteur: Barbara 
Lochbihler
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Deadline for tabling amendments: 27 October at 
12 noon
Second discussion in DROI: 10 January 2011
Vote in AFET: 13 January 2011 - adopted
Vote in LIBE:  16 March (Orientation vote)
Plenary: tbc

Human Rights related resolutions/texts 
adopted in plenary in February and March 
2011

February I, Brussels

 European Parliament legislative resolution 
of 3 February 2011 on the Council position 
at first reading with a view to the adoption of 
a regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council amending Regulation 
(EC) No. 1889/2006 on establishing a 
financing instrument for the promotion of 
democracy and human rights worldwide 
(16446/1/2010-C7-0427/2010-2009/0060B 
(COD))

February II, Strasbourg

 Situation in Egypt
 Rule of Law in Russia
 Uganda: the murder of David Kato
 Border clashes between Thailand and 

Cambodia
 Yemen: the death penalty against juvenile 

offenders, notably the case of Muhammed 
Taher Thabet Samoum

March I, Strasbourg

 Southern Neighbourhood, and Libya in 
particular, including humanitarian aspects

 EU approach towards Iran

 16th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council (Geneva, 28 February-25 
March 2011)

 Pakistan - murder of Shahbaz Bhatti, 
Minister for Minorities

 Belarus, in particular the cases of Ales 
Michalevic and Natalia Radin

 Situation and cultural heritage in Kashgar 
(Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, 
China)

Link to resolutions

UPCOMING EVENTS IN DROI

 DROI delegation to the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva (16-18 March)

 Indigenous issues in view of the UNPFII 
from 16-27 May in New York

 Human rights in Laos in view of the 
general elections of 30 April 

 Burma, developments since the liberation 
of Aung San Suu Kyi

 Press Freedom, including protection of 
journalists in armed conflict situations

Next DROI Meetings in 2011

Wednesday, 13 April, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 14 April, 09h00-12h30
Monday, 2 May, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 26 May, 09h00-18h30
Tuesday, 14 June, 15h00-18h30
Wednesday, 15 June, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 30 June, 09h00-12h30

LINKS

EP LIVE

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/publicationsCom.do?language=EN&body=DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-video?language=en
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Europarl TV

Studies on human rights

http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies.do?language=EN
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