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Increase territorial cooperation to abolish mental frontiers

In a report adopted earlier this week, the Committee on Regional Development 
highlights the potential of territorial cooperation to strengthen the European 
integration process. MEPs request earmarking of 7 % of the Cohesion policy 
spending 2014-2020 for cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation 
programmes to tackle common challenges and strengthen bonds across national 
and regional borders. To increase their efficiency, related funds should be allocated 
on programme-by-programme basis, MEPs suggest.

"European territorial cooperation (ETC) can become the experimental laboratory of 
European integration which is citizen-friendly, competitive, visible and concrete", said Marie-
Thérèse Sanchez-Schmid (EPP, FR) after the Committee had adopted her own-initiative 
report by an overwhelming majority on Tuesday 22 March.

But ETC funds should be allocated on a programme-by-programme basis, MEPs believe, 
based on clear EU criteria, to provide an even better strategic, integrated response to the 
needs and specificities of a territory across national borders, overriding national "I-want-my-
money-back" mentalities. The INTERREG III ex-post evaluation report for the period 2000-
2006 already offered convincing evidence of the added value generated by cross-border 
initiatives for the European integration process.

Raising the "Objective 3" share from 2,5 to 7%
Established as "third objective" of European Cohesion Policy in 2007, territorial cooperation 
has proven its attractiveness and future potential, Sanchez-Schmid explained, with demand 
exceeding supply by a factor of 10 when calls for proposals in the area of interregional 
cooperation are launched. But with a share of roughly 8,5 billion Euro, it represents only 
2.5% of the overall budget of regional policy for the period 2007-2013 - not enough to cope 
with the challenges to be mastered through the EU2020 Strategy initiatives. The Committee 
asks for at least 7 % of the regional development budget to be allocated to objective 3 for 
the next period.

"At a time when rough budgetary negotiations are coming, when each euro spent at 
European level must prove its added value, we cannot miss the chance to strengthen 
territorial cooperation", said the rapporteur. 

Focus on cross-border
The Committee advocates retaining the current structure of Objective 3, with an emphasis 
on the cross-border (next to transnational and interregional) component allocated at least 
70% of the territorial cooperation budget. For coastal and maritime regions, MEPs call on 
the Commission to review the geographical limit of 150 km set for cross-border cooperation 
programmes.

Furthermore, the Commission should simplify and adapt the rules of territorial cooperation 
through a separate regulation and facilitate the establishment of European Groupings of 
Territorial Cooperation (EGTC). With regard to territorial cooperation involving neighbouring 



non-EU countries, MEPs aks for more effective coordination of policy instruments such as 
the European Neighbourhood Policy, Pre-Accession  Assistance or the European 
development Fund. Incentive measures should be engineered to involve regional 
operational programmes in cross-border or transnational priority projects like Trans 
European Networks (TEN-T) and for implementing macro-regional strategies. 

Last but not least, the Committee on Regional Development invites the Commission, by the 
start of the next programming period, to come up with a large-scale media and awareness-
raising campaign for border regions on the benefits of territorial cooperation.

The report "Objective 3: A challenge for territorial cooperation - the future agenda for cross-
border, transnational and interregional cooperation" will be discussed and adopted by the 
plenary in April or May 2011. 
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