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19.04.2011: Members of the EP Employment committee visiting Warsaw

A delegation of the European Parliament Employment and Social Affairs 
committee visited Warsaw on 18 and 19 April in the context of the Polish 
Presidency, which will take place during the second semester of 2011. The 
delegation discussed the priorities of the Polish Presidency with relevant 
ministers, members of the Sejm and the Senate and representatives of the social 
partners.

MEPs met Mr Radosław Mleczko, Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Policy, Ms. 
Elżbieta Bieńkowska, Minister of Regional Development, Members of the Committees on 
Family and Social Affairs of the Sejm and the Senate.

Deputy Minister of Labour Mleczko stressed the importance attached to the promotion of 
family and expressed willingness to work for a solution on the issue of maternity leave. 
The reform of pensions and workers mobility are expected to be important issues during 
the presidency while the Minister expressed support for the negotiations of the social 
partners on the thorny dossier of the working time directive.

Minister Bieńkowska highlighted the role structural funds play as a tool for economic 
growth and for the implementation of the EU 2020 strategy. She referred to the positive 
experience of Poland in combining ERDF and ESF funds. The Minister underlined the 
importance attached to the new framework for the structural funds and expressed 
support for the role and autonomy of the ESF.

Chairwoman Berès, acknowledged the role played by the ESF as a tool helping to match 
skills to jobs and in promoting administrative capacity building. She recognised the work 
done by Poland in this field and called for strengthening the link between the ESF and 
the EU 2020 targets on combating social exclusion and poverty. She invited the 
presidency to demonstrate the EU’s solidarity with Mediterranean countries that are in 
transition towards democracy and stressed that “it is not only an issue of money but of 
capacity building, such as social dialogue”.

The delegation led by the Chair of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee
Pervenche Berès (S&D, FR) was composed by the political group coordinators Csaba 
Öry (EPP, HU), Alejandro Cercas (S&D, ES), Gabriele Zimmer (GUE/NGL, DE) as well 
as Raffaele Baldassarre (EPP, IT) and Danuta Jazlowiecka (EPP, PL).
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