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Galileo public regulated service
 
"Public regulated service" of the Gallileo satellite programme will be
restricted to government-authorised users who will have to comply with
strict security standards, set by the Commission. On Thursday, members
of the Parliament's Industry, Energy and Research Committee endorsed the
compromise text of draft decision which was negotiated beforehand with
the Council.
 
The European satellite navigation programme Galileo will provide five services:
open, commercial, safety-of-life, search-and-rescue and the public regulated
service (PRS). PRS is one of 3 initial services which could start in 2014 onwards,
but will be restricted to government-authorised users for sensitive applications,
such as critical infrastructure, transport, defence, security and emergency
services. Because they need a high level of precision and reliability, PRS will use
powerful, encrypted signals.
 
General public will not have access to PRS - it will be restricted exclusively to EU
institutions, Member States and, by special authorisation, to EU agencies, non-
member countries and international organisations. Use will be subject to security
approval procedures, monitored with encryption keys and receiver approval.
 
Conditons of use
 
Draft decision makes a clear distinction between PRS participants,  such as the
Member States, the Council, the Commission, the External Action Service (also
EU agencies, non-member countries and international organisations) and the
PRS users, who are companies, authorities and persons authorised by the
participants to manufacture, own or use a PRS receiver.
 
Potential uses of the PRS are left to the Member States' discretion, but they will
have to comply with the common minimum standards, set by the European
Commission. The Commission will also be responsible for updating standards
and technical requierments and monitoring their compliance.
 
Participants will have to appoint a Competent PRS Authority to manage and
supervise all authorised users. They will be grouped, get their acces rights
determined and will get PRS keys.
 
Manufacturers of receivers will have to get a sceurity accreditation and export of
the equipment or technology will be restricted through the PRS authority.
Accreditation will be reviewed every 5 years.
 
Next steps
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Committee adopted the compromise text unanimously with 38 votes in favour.
Plenary vote is scheduled for September.
 
In the chair: Herbert Reul (EPP, DE)
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This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the European
Parliament.
 It is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive record of proceedings.
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