
Press release - 07.07.2011

2012 - European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations

Maintaining the vitality of older people, enhancing their social participation and removing 
the barriers between generations should be in focus of activities all over the EU during the 
European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations, scheduled for next 
year. 

Year 2012, designated as European Year of Active Ageing, should promote the vitality and dignity 
of all, says the Parliament in the resolution adopted on Thursday by 557 votes in favour, 33 
against and 15 abstentions. Rapporteur heading negotiations with the Council was Martin 
Kastler (EPP, DE).

Purpose and activities

European Year shall facilitate the creation of a sustainable active ageing culture, based on a 
society for all ages and on solidarity between generations. National, regional and local authorities 
as well as social partners, businesses and civil society should promote "active ageing" and do 
more to mobilise the potential of the rapidly growing population in their late 50s and above. 

This should be done through conferences and events, information campaigns, exchange of 
information and good practices, but also by commissioning surveys and studies, focusing on 
social and economic impact of active ageing.

Active ageing - better quality of life

More should be done to enable elderly people to realise their potential for wellbeing and 
participate in society, while providing them with adequate protection, security and care when they 
need it. Active ageing means creating better education and lifelong learning, age-friendly working 
conditions, supporting the role of older people in family life and their active participation in society.

Concrete steps

The European Union and Member States should cease the opportunity of the European Year as a 
framework for concrete action to develop innovative solutions and policies. Age-management 
strategies related to employment and work, through specific activities should be therefore among 
the priorities in the future.

MEPs want the actions in 2012 to raise awareness, stimulate the debate and lead to concrete 
steps with impact on citizen's lifestyles. Europeans today are leaving longer and healthier lives 
than ever before, but this also confronts the society with a number of challenges, in particular in 
the area of employment and social protection. Eurostat's demographic projections expect a 
decrease of about 6.8% (20.8 million) of people in working age by 2030. Thus, only two people of 
working age (15-64) will have to support one retired person (over 65), compared to a ratio of four 
to one today. 

Financing

European funds for the implementation of the European Year are at least 5 million Euros, of 
which 2.3 million will be used from the budget 2011 to fund communication activities and EU 
conferences for the European Year, and at least EUR 2.7 million, will be reserved in a budget line 
in the draft budget 2012.
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