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STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK FOR EU RESEARCH AND INNOVATION: LESS RED-
TAPE AND MORE MONEY FOR SMALL BUSINESSES 
 
The Industry, Research and Energy Committee on Wednesday adopted its position 
on the Commission's Green Paper about the common strategic framework for EU 
research and innovation funding. Members propose duplication of the budget for 
research and innovation, focus on societal challenges, simplified application 
procedure and access to funds and creation of an SME-Bank to help small 
entrepreneurs in their research and innovation activities. 
 
MEPs call for a "tidier shop": a clear definition of the overall funding system and for a 
tighter integration of research, education and innovation. In order to reach the Europe 
2020 objectives and form the appropriate response to the current economic crisis, EU 
money for research and innovation programmes for the next financial period should be 
doubled as of 2014 (excluding the financing within the Structural Funds and the 
European Investment Bank. Public and private expenditure on research and 
development should also make an effort reach the target of 3% of GDP at European and 
national level. 
 
In the future, large-scale European investment projects (ITER, Galileo, Global Monitoring 
for Environment and Security) should be funded outside the Research Framework 
Programme, creating autonomous budget lines for them. This should guarantee a 
transparent and reliable financing structure whilst limiting their potential for cost over-
runs. They should also be partially funded through the issuing of project bonds by the 
European Investment Bank. 
 
Resolution stresses that Europe has an obligation to make use of its great potential in 
research, technology and innovation to contribute to solutions to the global societal 
challenges, defined in 3 clusters: 

- demographic changes in an ageing society, a growing world population, 
neglected diseases, food security, urbanization, mobility and migration; 

- transition to a sustainable management of scarce resources, including water, 
land use and soil management, mitigation of climate change, preservation of biodiversity, 
renewable energies, energy efficiency and energy security, critical raw materials; 

 - a strong, stable and equitable economic base, broader education and training 
of fundamental and applied knowledge in all disciplines from social sciences and 
humanities, through other domains such as biological and medical sciences. 
 
Seventh Framework Research Programme has a relative low participation of certain 
Member States and shows a research and innovation performance gap between 
European regions, despite the efforts to enhance their capacity with Structural Funds. 
MEPs call for new approaches to assist underperforming regions and Member. 
Commission should maximise synergies between financial instruments to develop a 
multi-fund approach, while respecting their different objectives. Cohesion instruments 
could strengthen the development of excellence and capacity building by a better 
compatibility with research and innovation policies at regional level, which will allow a 
stairway of excellence to be developed. 
 
 



Key element for simplification of the European research funding management is to shift 
from the current control-based to a more trust-based and risk-tolerant approach, which is 
of particular benefit for small- and medium-sized enterprises. Suggested measures, such 
as an increased margin of tolerable risk of error, acceptance of usual accounting 
practices, the use of lump sums and flat rates, and simplification of the application and 
contractual procedures, should be assisted by the shortening of the time-to-contract to 
maximum 6 months and a significant reduction of the time-to-grant and time-to-pay, and 
more flexibility for participants in how they organise and manage their projects and chose 
their partners.  
 
Access to European research programmes could be made easier, for example by setting 
up a single contact point, establishing a principle of ‘one project, one document’ and 
setting up a forum for exchanges of good practice. Members also criticise the current 
lack of transparency and information on upcoming calls for proposals for research 
projects, which results in researchers and institutes being unable to properly prepare 
themselves and therefore impedes their participation; 
 
Special attention should be made to the SMEs. Namely, in the framework for funding 
EU's innovation policies there are not enough instruments that respond to their specific 
needs. Members propose a creation of an EU SME Programme as a specialized branch 
of the EIB for SME innovation projects. Additional incentives for small entrepreneurs 
could be soft loans, which are reimbursed in the event of success, comprehensive 
funding for the seed and start-up phase, easier access to risk and venture capital and 
greater participation in the setting of the research agendas. 
 
Report, drafted by Marisa MATIAS (GUE/NGL, PT), was adopted by 46 votes in 
favour, none against and 4 abstentions. Plenary vote is scheduled for a late 
September session in Strasbourg. 
 
In the Chair: Herbert REUL (EPP, DE) 
 
 
Contact: 
 
Janez Vouk 
Press Officer 
Tel. 0032 2 283 10 53 (bxl) 
Tel: 0033 3 881 74897 (str) 
Mobile: 0032 498 983 337 
E-mail: indu-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 

This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the 
European Parliament. It is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive 
record of proceedings. 

 
 

 

mailto:indu-press@europarl.europa.eu

