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EU must cut red tape to improve absorption of structural funds, MEPs say

The Commission needs to simplify rules and procedures in order to enable the 
poorest regions in the EU to access and efficiently use all funds allocated to regional 
development. Error rates can be reduced without hampering absorption. 

In a resolution drafted by Michael Theurer (ALDE, DE) on "Absorption of Structural and 
Cohesion Funds: lessons learnt for the future cohesion policy" and adopted by a large 
majority on Tuesday, 12 July, MEPs of the Committee on Regional Development ask the 
Commission to put more emphasis on payments for delivery of results rather than checking 
inputs by member states.

Single audit principle

Controls should focus on detecting frauds rather than chasing formal irregularities, they 
believe. Moreover, the Committee asks to strengthen proportionality between the volume of 
support and control requirements and to improve the coordination of audit activity by 
applying the single audit principle to turn Cohesion policy into a truly performance-oriented 
and cost-efficient tool.

Improve administrative capacity

The Committee suggests setting up a EU-wide cooperation program based on twinning 
regions with high and low absorption rates to facilitate dissemination of best practices. 
Finally, the MEPs highlight the importance of multi-level governance and the partnership 
principle in managing structural and cohesion funds. 

Background

Several Member states faced difficulties in absorbing EU-funds dedicated to regional 
development. At the beginning of 2011, absorption rates for the current programming period 
2007-2013 varied between 11% and 44 % per country. The complexity of rules on EU and 
national level causing errors and delays has been enhanced by the impact of the global 
economic recession and subsequent insufficiency of national resources to co-finance 
projects.
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