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Interregional cooperation programs illustrate high added-value of European 
cohesion policy

Michel Lamblin, Program Director of INTERREG IVC, and Jean-Loup Drubigny, Head 
of URBACT Secretariat, gave an overview on their respective program features and 
achievements to the members of the Committee on Regional Development in a mini-
hearing on 12 July.  Both programs successfully act as catalysers to build networks 
of public authorities from different regions, teaming up for concrete thematic 
projects and transferring best practice. 

INTERREG IVc's main objective is to contribute to the improvement of regional policies 
through the exchange of experience, strategies and good practices within two main priority 
areas: innovation and the knowledge economy, and environment and risk prevention. It 
enables cooperation between regional and local authorities from all 27 member states, 
Norway and Switzerland. As much as 84 % of all NUTS2 regions are involved. The program 
accounts for 321 mio. Euro (out of a total of 8,7 bn. Euro dedicated to the objective 3, 
territorial cohesion) in the current period.

Learning from other regions' errors and successes
“Our goal is to improve regional development policies by learning from other regions, 
avoiding their errors and reproducing their success stories”, explained Lamblin. The high 
co-financing rate (up to 85 % for regions in the convergence category, 75 % to the others) is 
due to the cross-border nature of the projects and partly explains INTERREG’s popularity. 
1360 projects and 14 000 candidates responded to the first two calls, 1 out of 8 (i.e. 122 
projects) were approved, involving 1330 partners. A decision will be made on applications 
submitted in the final call in December or January. 

High number of innovation and technology transfer projects
The thematic orientation of INTERREG IVc is determined by the Lisbon agenda and the EU 
2020 Strategy, with innovation and technology transfer projects being the most popular, 
followed by SME entrepreneurship and projects related to energy and transport networks 
and climate change, Lamblin reported. 

Matching more-experienced and less-experienced regions is a key factor to INTERREG's 
success. 99 % of the projects are involving communities from both competitiveness (54,8 
%) and convergence (43,5 %) regions. 1100 “Best practices” have been registered so far 
and 29 already transferred within the first 41 projects. He expects 200 operations to be 
successfully concluded over the programming period.

Impact measures need to be extended
Lamblin explained that INTERREG is almost victim of its success. Given the high number of 
applications, a major part of the INTERREG management workforce is dedicated to the 
selection process, and not enough can be done to measure the projects’ impact on the long 
run. He recommends that more attention should be paid to the long-term outcomes in order 
to illustrate, through concrete examples, the European added-value to regional and local 
development and the long-term impact on citizens' life. Also, INTERREG should focus even 



more on thematic priorities laid down in the EU 2020 Strategy, and include themes such as 
governance and administrative capacity building.

Connecting urban authorities and actors
URBACT II is an exchange and learning programme promoting sustainable and integrated 
urban development according to the priorities set out in the Lisbon Strategy and the 2007 
Leipzig charter. Beneficiaries are public (or delegated) bodies, i.e. cities, regional and 
national authorities and universities and research centres from all over the EU, Norway and 
Switzerland. 

The head of the URBACT secretariat Jean-Loup Drubigny stressed out the perfect balance 
with 50 % of the cities situated in “Convergence” areas and 50 % in the “Competiveness” 
areas. 29 thematic networks and one working group have been set up so far, involving 280 
European cities (450 expected at completion) ranging from capitals (17) to smallest towns 
of 10-15.000 inhabitants. Most participating cities range in the category of small towns with 
100 000 - 250 000 inhabitants. The budgetary envelope is close to 70 Mio. Euro allocated 
through three calls (the last one will follow in December 2012). Project partners are co-
financed by the ERDF at a rate of 80 % (convergence) and 70 % (competitiveness). 

The "Urbact method" - committed to concrete actions
The thematic focus lies on employment (growth & jobs) and social cohesion. Each network 
includes 6 to 12 partners who have to elaborate a work program, a communication strategy 
and a budget. The diversity of project themes ranges from fighting early school leaving, 
scientific parks, electric vehicles in town, alternative mobility plans etc. They have to be 
completed within 30 months after a 6 months development phase closely monitored by the 
supervision committee of URBACT. “The Urbact methodology aims at developing 
excellence and delivering concrete results within short time“, said M Drubigny. "Each city 
has to commit to a local action plan involving local action groups and partners.” 

Austerity hits cities hard
The local plan itself is not financed by URBACT, he recalled, and budgetary constraints 
start showing first negative effects, e.g. in participating Greek cities. The issue deserves 
stronger consideration for the future set-up and success of the program, he explained.
Specific projects addressing one of the seven priority areas under "Regions for Economic 
change" get special support through the “fast track” labelling. This experience should be 
continued during the next financing period, Drubigny said. 

Inspiring working experiences
A half-way evaluation allowed adapting the program to the EU 2020 strategy. Experience 
shows that the URBACT working methodology itself is an extremely valuable learning 
experience for all partners involved and should be reinforced. “They are not only meeting 
and having a drink, they are learning by working together and gain a lot of inspiration from 
this experience”, he said. Some partners really changed their working and management 
methods. In the future, local politicians should be more actively targeted and involved in the 
process.

MEPs questioned the program directors on the criteria for funding and selection and 
insisted that the communication and dissemination process should be enhanced to give a 
maximum of visibility to the results and to illustrate that regional policy is investment policy 
in everyday citizen's life. 

In the chair: Danuta Hübner (EPP, PO), Michail Tramopoulos (Greens, GR)
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