
Employment and Social Affairs

12.09.2011: Implementation of the Working Time Directive in the field of road 
transport: state of play

MEPs insisted on the implementation of the Working Time Directive on road transport 
activities - which foresees the inclusion of self-employed drivers in the scope of the 
legislation- and on road safety concerns, in a debate with Commissioner Kallas and the 
Polish Presidency.

Vice-President Kallas announced that so far 14 Member States (Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Slovakia, 
Slovenia and Romania) fully implemented the 2002/15/EC Working Time Directive on road 
transport activities, in a debate with MEPs from the Employment and Social Affairs committee, on 
Monday evening. 

Among the other 13 Member States, more information is expected for some of them; some have 
shown reluctance in implementing the legislation and letters of notice in the framework of the 
infringement procedure will be sent to them later this month, said the Commissioner. 

Alejandro Cercas (S&D, ES) and Elisabeth Schroedter (Greens/EFA, DE) asked the Commission 
why it hasn't produced a handbook of best practices to help Member States to implement the 
legislation. "The Commission has been criticized for elaborating all kind of rules", stated Mr 
Kallas.

"Additional burden and bureaucracy, in particular on SMEs" are the reasons why some Member 
States have been reluctant in implementing the Directive, replied Siim Kallas to questions by 
Marian Harkin (ALDE, IE) and Elisabeth Lynn (ALDE, UK).

Road safety

According to Commissioner Kallas, Tadeusz Jarmuziewicz, Secretary of State in the Ministry of 
Infrastructure, in the name of the Polish Presidency and Edit Bauer (EPP, SK), the initial 
rapporteur, there is no clear evidence that including the self-employed drivers would have an 
impact on road safety. The Commissioner cited another existing EU Regulation on road transport 
that lays down provisions on driving time and rest periods.

On the other side of the argument, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier (EPP, FR) insisted that the road 
safety concerns should be taken into account. Pervenche Berès (S&D, FR), Chairwoman of the 
committee also reminded that the argument of road safety is crucial for the Employment and 
Social Affairs committee and said that the committee will have a close look on infringement 
procedures to ensure that the legislation is properly implemented.

Background

With 368 votes in favour, 301 against and 8 abstentions, the European Parliament rejected, in 
June 2010, the Commission's proposal aiming at exempting self-employed drivers from the 
2002/15/EC working time directive on road transport industry. MEPs who rejected the 
Commission's proposal had cited health and safety and road safety concerns plus the need for 
fair competition in the industry. Then, the Commission withdrew its proposal and Member states 
had to implement the Directive.

According to the legislation, self-employed divers are subject to the same rules as employed 
drivers on loading and unloading, assistance to passengers, cleaning and maintenance and 
police and customs formalities. The EU law lays down an average limit of 48 hours a week which 
can rise to 60 hours a week provided it does not exceed the average of 48 hours a week over a 
four-month period. 

In the Chair: Pervenche Berès (S&D, FR)
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