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The previous meetings of the Committee on International Trade took place on Tuesday, July 12 and 
Wednesday, July 13, 2011 and on Wednesday, August 31, 2011. 
 

Meeting of July, 12-13 

1. State of play of ongoing trialogue negotiations 

Exchange of views

The Committee held a brief exchange of views to consider recent developments regarding dossiers that are 
subject to ongoing trialogues in view of reaching an agreement at Parliament's first reading stage of the OLP: 
Regarding the Iacolino report on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
implementing Article 10 of the United Nations’ Firearms Protocol and establishing export authorisation, 
import and transit measures for firearms, their parts and components and ammunition (COD/2010/0147), a 
third meeting on 28 June reached an overall compromise. Regarding the Moreira Report on the Proposal for a 
regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1215/2009 introducing exceptional trade measures for 
countries and territories participating in or linked to the European Union's Stabilisation and Association 
process (2010/0036(COD)), the third meeting of the trialogue on 11 July 2011 did reach a consensus. On 12 
July, a first trilogue meeting was held on transitional arrangements for bilateral investment agreements 
between Member States and third countries (BITs regulation, 2010/0197(COD)).  

2. Polish Presidency priorities 
 
The Members held a forward-looking exchange of views with Polish Deputy Prime Minister Waldemar 
Pawlak on the Polish Presidency's priorities in the field of trade as well as the legislative cooperation during 
the second half of 2011. The priorities are strengthening of the Eastern and Southern Partnership, concluding 
the DDA and progressing on the FTAs, in particular Ukraine.  
 

3. Votes 

1) Recommendation to the Council and Commission concerning the negotiations of the EU-
Moldova Association Agreement 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 20 0 5 

4. Scheme of generalised tariff preferences 
1st exchange of views

INTA held its first exchange of views on the legislative proposal to revise the EU Generalised System of 
Preferences. The rapporteur, who at large welcomed the Commission proposal, also indicated areas for further 
discussion, such as the criteria for eligibility, product coverage, and specific proposals related to the GSP+ 
and the duration of the regulation. He also stressed that the objective of the proposal should be to help poor 
countries, which was further underlined by other speakers, who underlined that this is an instrument for 
poverty reduction. Other aspects raised in the debate were the regional consequences this proposal can have, 
as well as the expressed linked to unfair trade practises and raw materials. 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP) Exchange of views: 12/7/2011 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero  Cons of a working document: 11/10/2011 
Procedure: 2011/0117(COD) - INTA/7/06028 Cons. of a draft report: 8/12/2011 
Lead committee: INTA Planned deadline for Ams: 16/12/2011 (tbc) 
 Planned adoption INTA: February 2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-12 (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here. 

5. Regional Convention on pan-Euro-Mediterranean preferential rules of origin 

2nd exchange of views

INTA held its second exchange of views on this file. The first exchange of views was held in 2010. This 
Convention gathers diagonal cumulation of origin in a single legal instrument and supersedes the existing 60 
different bilateral agreements on Rules of Origin. This greatly simplifies the rules of origin for the Euromed 
Area making them more manageable and applicable. The Convention covers the Southern Mediterranean 
countries as well as EFTA and the Balkans. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Emilio Menéndez del Valle (S&D) Exchange of views: 12-13/7/2011 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado  Cons. of a draft report: 11/10/2011 
Procedure: 2010/0093(NLE) - INTA/7/02793 Planned deadline for Ams: tbc 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: tbc 
 Planned adoption in plenary:  tbc 

Related documents may be found here

6. Trade in agricultural and fishery products between the EU and Palestine 

Consideration of draft recommendation

INTA considered the draft report proposed by Ms. Koppa's proposal for this consent file. The rapporteur 
proposed that the Committee should give its consent to this agreement in view of the much-needed positive 
impact that it would have on the Palestinian State and in view of sending out the correct political signals. A 
debate concerning the political aspects of this file followed. 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Maria Eleni Koppa (S&D) Exchange of views: 21/6/2011 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Cons. of a draft report: 12-13/7/2011 
Procedure: 2011/0042(NLE) - INTA/7/05515 Deadline for Ams: 15/7/2011 (tbc) 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 31/8/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-II-11 (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here

7. Parliament's position on the 2012 Draft Budget as modified by the Council - all sections 

Consideration of draft opinion

INTA considered the draft opinion on the 2012 Draft Budget, presented by the rapporteur Peter Šťastný. The 
rapporteur stressed the need for Parliament to monitor the use of the EU budget to fulfil the Commission's 
commitments, inter alia regarding Macro-Financial Assistance (MFA), the Industrialised Countries Instrument 
(ICI) and Trade-related Assistance, in particular Aid for Trade. In addition, he welcomed a swift agreement 
between Parliament and Council on the Commission proposal on the ICI+ and a need for a framework 
regulation on MFA. The rapporteur urged to ensure the proper functioning of the Union's external business 
centres and also invited the Members to support the proposed preparatory action for launching a cost effective 
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coordination platform aiming to help European businesses in fast growing third countries. Points put forward 
were largely supported. Members raised concerns regarding the suggested changes regarding budget remarks 
on Fair Trade and financing if the ICI/ICI+. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Peter Šťastný (EPP) Exchange of views: 15/3/2011 & 21/6/2011 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Cons. of a draft opinion: 12-13/7/2011 
Procedure: 2011/2020(BUD)- INTA/7/05133 Deadline for Ams: 5/8/2011, 18.00  
Lead committee: BUDG Adoption INTA: 31/8/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here. 

8. Amendment of certain regulations relating to the common commercial policy as 
regards the procedures for the adoption of certain measures  

Exchange of views
The Committee held an in camera exchange of views on the proposal for amending certain regulations 
relating to the CCP with regard to the procedures for the adoption of certain measures (so-called Trade 
OMNIBUS I). The proposal addresses all CCP regulations that contain provisions for implementing measures 
which escape the former Comitology system. These sui-generis measures must be aligned to the post-Lisbon 
system of delegated (Art. 290 TFUE) and implementing (Art. 291 TFUE) acts. The Committee discussed the 
requested legal opinion of Parliament's Legal Service. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl (EPP) Exchange of views: 12-13/7/2011 
Responsible administrator: Andreas Maurer Planned cons. of a draft report: 11/10/2011 
Procedure: 2011/0039(COD) - INTA/7/05563 Planned deadline for Ams: 17/10/2011 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 22-23/11/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Dec-11/Jan-12 

Related documents may be found here

9. Votes 

1) Exceptional trade measures for countries and territories participating in or linked to the EU's 
Stabilisation and Association process 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Compromise amendment  25 0 1 
Draft legislative resolution  25 0 1 

2) International Tropical Timber Agreement, 2006 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation  25 0 1 

3) Agreement between the EU and Norway concerning additional trade preferences in agricultural 
products 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NLG) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation  24 1 1 

 5

mailto:%20peter.stastny@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5893772
mailto:Godelieve.quisthoudt-Rowohl@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Andreas.maurer@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5902472


4) Global Economic Governance 
Rapporteur: Yannick Jadot (Greens/EFA) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 17 5 5 

10. State of implementation of the EU Strategy for Central Asia 

Consideration of draft opinion

INTA listened to a presentation by rapporteur Niccolo Rinaldi, who presented his draft opinion for the AFET 
INI report regarding the state of the implementation of the Central Asia strategy. The rapporteur highlighted 
the importance of education, structural reform allowing for more room for SMEs and preparing the ground for 
a possible future WTO membership of the countries of Central Asia. So far only Kyrgyzstan has joined the 
WTO. Good governance, respect for rule of law and fight against corruption are key elements according to the 
rapporteur. 

 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE) Exchange of views: 21/6/2011 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg  Cons. of a draft opinion: 12-13/7/2011 
Procedure: 2011/2008(INI) - INTA/7/05004 Deadline for Ams: 15/7/2011  
Lead committee: AFET Planned adoption INTA: 22/9/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-II-11 (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here

11. Trade for Change: EU Trade and Investment Strategy for the Southern Mediterranean 
following the Arab Spring revolutions 

Hearing
As part of its work on its own-initiative report entitled "Trade for Change: The EU Trade and 
Investment Strategy for the Southern Mediterranean following the Arab Spring Revolutions", 
INTA organised a public hearing on July 13. The panel was made up of four external experts 
covering both the EU as well as the Mediterranean countries and comprised Dr. Amany Asfour, 
President of the Egyptian Business Women Association in Egypt, Mr. Fernando Puerto, Director 
of the Delegation to the EU of the Consejo Superior de Cámaras, Prof. Moncef Cheikh-Rouhou, 

Economist from Tunisia and Mr. Eric Berglof, Chief Economist and Special Adviser to the President at the 
EBRD. The Commission and EEAS were represented by Mr. Ignacio Garcia Bercero, Director at DG Trade 
and Ms. Madeleine Majorenko from the ENP Division of the EEAS.  
 
The presentations touched on the necessity of economic improvement in Arab Spring countries in order to 
enhance democracy and on how EU trade and investment policy could and should be best used in order to 
improve the situation in the Southern rim of Mediterranean in general. The first-hand experiences recounted 
by the Tunisian and Egyptian experts were particularly appreciated. 
 

12. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations  
In camera

INTA held its regular in camera exchange of views with Mr Jean-Luc Demarty, the Director General of DG 
Trade, on the state of play of international trade negotiations, focusing mainly on the latest developments in 
WTO (DDA, Trade Policy Review, Pakistan Waiver), trade negotiations with MERCOSUR, and the FTA 
negotiations with Ukraine. 
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13. Exchange of views on the latest round of CETA negotiations  
In camera

The Committee held an in camera exchange of views with Mr Steve Verheul, Canada’s Chief Trade 
Negotiator for CETA, on the 8th round of negotiations (that took place in Brussels on 11-15 July). This is the 
first time INTA had the chance to have in the meeting chief negotiators from both sides and this led to a 
substantial and direct discussion on Parliament's concerns, and on the Canadian perspectives to outstanding 
issues.  

14. Agreement between the EU and Morocco concerning reciprocal liberalisation measures 
on agricultural products and fishery products 

1st exchange of views
INTA held a first exchange of view on this file, involving political representatives from both parties to the 
agreement. Mr. Aziz Akhenouch, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Kingdom of Morocco spoke on 
behalf of the Moroccan Government while the Commission was represented by Mr. José Manuel Silva 
Rodriguez, Director-General of DG Agriculture and by Mr. Pierre Vimont, Secretary General of the EEAS. 
The exchange of views attracted considerable attention from the media due to the political sensitivity of the 
file. Rapporteur José Bové expressed his views and his concerns during the debate in particular with regards 
to the impact of the agreement on the Western Sahara region. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: José Bové (Greens/EFA)) Exchange of views: 12-13/7/2011 & 22/9/2011 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Planned cons. of a draft report: 22-23/11/2011 
Procedure: 2010/0248(NLE) - INTA/7/03836 Planned deadline for Ams: 25/11/2011, tbc 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 20/12/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jan-12 (tbc)  

Related documents may be found here

15. Extension of the provisions of the EC-Uzbekistan Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement to bilateral trade in textiles 

 
Following the exchange of views with experts in the previous meeting, the committee held its second 
exchange of views. The rapporteur, George Cutas, informed the Committee of its wish not to give the consent 
to the EU Uzbekistan textile protocol for the moment due to the alleged use of forced child labour in the 
cotton production in Uzbekistan. Instead he proposed to present a draft interim report to the committee to be 
considered next meeting. There seemed to be consensus on this issue in the Committee.  
 
Such an interim report on the basis of Rule 81.3 of the Rules of Procedure of the European Parliament allows 
the committee to adopt a resolution containing recommendations to Council and Commission. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: George Sabin Cutaş (S&D) Exchange of views: 21/6/2011 &12-13/7/2011 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg  Cons. of a draft recommend.: 31/8/2011 & 19/9/2011  
Procedure: 2010/0323(NLE) - INTA/7/04519 Planned deadline for Ams: 22/9/2011 (tbc) 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 11/10/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-I-11 

Related documents may be found here

 7

mailto:%20jose.bove@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Andre%20Corrado@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5872582
mailto:georgesabin.cutas@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Leon.peijnenburg@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5883602


16. State of play of the negotiations on the Doha Development Agenda 
Consideration of draft motion for resolution

It was decided that the motion for resolution to wind up the debate following a Commission Statement on the 
state of play of the Doha Round, now scheduled on the Plenary agenda of 12 September, will be tabled by 
INTA. Deadline for amendments was set at 2 August at 18.00. The vote will take place on 31 August.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Cons. of draft motion for resolution: 12-13/7/2011 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf Romero Deadline for Ams. 2/8/2011, 18.00 
Procedure: INTA/7/06426 Adoption INTA: 31/8/2011 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: September I  

17. Additional Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association 
between the EC and Israel on an Agreement between the EC and Israel on Conformity 
Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACAA) 

Exchange of views
INTA started the procedure on the Additional Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an 
Association between the EC and Israel on an Agreement between the EC and Israel on Conformity 
Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACAA), for which Vital Moreira, Chairman of INTA, is 
rapporteur, with a first exchange of views. The debate aired different point of views on the political 
implications of the politically-sensitive dossier. The rapporteur announced a second exchange of view to 
allow for a more in-depth debate to take place.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Exchange of views: 12-13/7/2011 & 19/9/2011 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Planned cons. of a draft report: tbc 
Procedure: 2009/0155 (NLE) - INTA/7/02427 Planned deadline for Ams: tbc 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: tbc 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc  

Related documents may be found here

18. Modernisation of public procurement  
Consideration of draft opinion

Please see point 1 of the Meeting of 31 August. 

Meeting of August 31 
 

1. Modernisation of public procurement 
Consideration of draft opinion

Due to a heavily charged agenda on July 12 it was decided to hold a consideration of amendments to allow for 
a more in depth debate on this Opinion. Rapporter Kader Arif expressed his appreciation for the contributions 
of the other Members and for the spirit of compromise in which the work on this opinion was carried out. A 
total of 37 amendments were originally tabled but following compromises the final number of amendments 
was reduced to 24. IMCO, which is the lead Committee, is expected to vote on the Initiative report on 19 
September 2011. 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Kader Arif (S&D) Exchange of views: 21/6/2011 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Cons. of a draft opinion: 13/7/2011 & 31/8/2011 
Procedure: 2011/2048(INI) - INTA/7/05507 Deadline for Ams: 15/7/2011  
Lead committee: IMCO Adoption INTA: 31/8/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-II-11 (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here 

2. Extension of the provisions of the EC-Uzbekistan Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement to bilateral trade in textiles 

Consideration of draft recommendation

The rapporteur, George Cutas, presented his draft interim report to the agreement. He proposed to adopt an 
interim report containing a motion for resolution with recommendations to Council and Commission to 
improve the situation in Uzbekistan, by ending the (alleged) use of forced child labour. The rapporteur wants 
amongst others that Council and Commission convince the Uzbek authorities to allow an independent ILO 
observer mission in the country during the cotton harvest in order to establish the facts. So far Uzbekistan has 
refused such a mission. Until such a mission has taken place the rapporteur wants the Commission to start the 
investigation of the withdrawal of the GSP rights of Uzbekistan.  

Calendar

3. Votes 

1) Modification of concessions in the schedules of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania in the 
course of their accession to the European Union (EU-Australia agreement) 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation 27 0 0 

2) Modification of concessions in the schedules of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania in the 
course of their accession to the European Union (EU-Argentina agreement) 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation 26 0 1 

3) Modification of concessions in the schedules of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania in the 
course of their accession to the European Union (EU-New Zealand agreement) 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation 25 0 1 

4) Trade in agricultural and fishery products between the EU and Palestine 
Rapporteur: Maria Eleni Koppa (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation 27 0 0 
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5) State of play of the negotiations on the Doha development Agenda 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft motion for resolution 26 1 1 

6) Modernisation of public procurement 
Rapporteur: Kader Arif (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 23 2 2 

7) Parliament's position on the 2012 Draft Budget as modified by the Council - all sections 
Rapporteur: Peter Šťastný (PPE) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 23 0 5 

4. Recommendations to the Council, the Commission and the EEAS on the negotiations 
on the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement 

Exchange of views
As negotiations of a free trade agreement are heading towards conclusion, this first exchange of views gave 
the opportunity for the rapporteur to express its support to the agreement, while making a first assessment of 
the reach and possible impact of that agreement. The recommendations to the negotiators of the European 
Commission and to the Council will be further developed in the draft opinion to be made public in early 
September. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Paweł Zalewski (EPP) Exchange of views: 31/8/2011 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Cons. of a draft opinion: 22/9/2011 
Procedure: 2011/2132(INI) - INTA/7/06437 Planned deadline for Ams: 23/9/2011, 18.00 
Lead committee: AFET Adoption INTA: 11/10/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-I (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here

5. Recommendations to the Council, the Commission and the EEAS on the negotiations of 
the EU-Georgia Association Agreement 

Consideration of draft opinion

Negotiations of the free trade agreement between the EU and Georgia have not yet started since preconditions 
for starting negotiations have not yet been fully satisfied by the Georgian government. Nevertheless it appears 
for the rapporteur that Georgia, which has long undertaken deep economic reforms, could benefit from more 
recognition of its efforts. Thus the rapporteur will certainly insist in its draft opinion on the possibility to 
fasten the opening of trade negotiations with Georgia. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Laima Liucija Andrikienė (EPP) Exchange of views: 31/8/2011 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Cons. of a draft opinion: 19/9/2011 
Procedure: 2011/2133(INI) - INTA/7/06438 Planned deadline for Ams: 22/9/2011, 18.00 
Lead committee: AFET Adoption INTA: 11/10/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-I (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here
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6. Delegation to Poland 
Presentation of the mission report

 
The Chairman reported back from the INTA delegation to Warsaw on 27-28 June, in order to discuss the 
priorities of and the preparations for the Polish Presidency. Meetings had been held at the highest level with 
the Polish Government and Parliament including with Mr Pawlak, the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr 
Dowgielewicz, the State Secretary for European affairs and economic policy, Mr Nogaj who is chairing the 
TPC Committee etc.  

Back to Content 

 11



 
 

 
 

The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade will take place on Monday, September 19, 2011, 
from 15.00-18.30 and on Thursday, September 22, 2011, from 09.00-12.30. The meetings will be 
webstreamed, except for in camera items. 
 
 

Meeting of September 19 
 

1. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
Exchange of views

The Committee will hold a brief exchange of views on three dossiers that are currently on the agenda of so-
called trialogue meetings under the ordinary legislative procedure: Regarding the Iacolino report on the 
proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council implementing Article 10 of the United 
Nations’ Firearms Protocol and establishing export authorisation, import and transit measures for firearms, 
their parts and components and ammunition (COD/2010/0147), a fourth meeting on 6 September 2011 
reached a final agreement. The Committee will vote on the adoption of the compromise. Regarding the report 
on proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the application of certain 
guidelines in the field of officially supported export credits (COD/2006/0167), the vote on the first reading 
agreement took place in plenary on 13 September. The reached agreement will dramatically improve the 
transparency of this so far obscure and intransparent instrument. Regarding the report on the Proposal for a 
regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1215/2009 introducing exceptional trade measures for 
countries and territories participating in or linked to the European Union's Stabilisation and Association 
process (2010/0036(COD)), a third meeting was held on 11 July 2011 and reached agreement on an overall 
compromise. 

2. Implementation of Article 10 of the United Nations Firearms Protocol and establishing 
export authorisation, import and transit measures for firearms, their parts and 
components and ammunition 

Votes
INTA will vote on the compromise amendment of Mr. Iacolino regarding proposal for a regulation 
implementing Article 10 of the United Nations´ Firearms Protocol and establishing export authorisation, 
import and transit measures for firearms, their parts and components and ammunition. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Salvatore Iacolino (EPP) First exchange of views: 28-29/9/2010 
Responsible administrator: Andreas Maurer Consideration of a draft report: 1-2/12/2010 
Procedure 2010/0147(COD) - INTA/7/03116 Deadline for Ams: 4/2/2011 
Lead committee: INTA Consideration of Ams: 15-16/3/2011 
 Planned adoption of Compromise Ams: 19/09/2011 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-II 

Related documents may be found here
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3. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations 

In camera

INTA will hold its regular in camera exchange of views with Mr Jean-Luc Demarty, the Director General of 
DG Trade, on the state of play of international trade negotiations, focusing mainly on the latest developments 
regarding India, Mediterranean countries, Eastern Partnership (including Ukraine) and Singapore. 

4. Additional Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association 
between the EC and Israel on an Agreement between the EC and Israel on Conformity 
Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACAA) 

Second exchange of views
INTA will hold a second exchange of views on this politically-sensitive file. Parliament received the official 
consultation from the Council in 2010. 

Calendar

5. Recommendations to the Council, the Commission and the EEAS on the negotiations of 
the EU-Georgia Association Agreement 

Consideration of draft opinion
This consideration of draft opinion will give an opportunity for the rapporteurs to expand on what should be 
the timing and the objectives of trade agreement with Georgia, whose economy is strongly dominated by its 
agricultural sector. Shadow rapporteurs and DG Trade will also have the opportunity to react to the content of 
the draft opinion and to express their views on whether Georgia can meet fast and in satisfactory manner 
preconditions for entering negotiations. 

Calendar

6. Extension of the provisions of the EC-Uzbekistan Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement to bilateral trade in textiles 

Second consideration of draft interim report

The Commission will report on the results of its meeting with the Uzbek embassy earlier in the month. Then 
the Committee will have its second exchange of views, including a presentation by the Uzbek embassy. The 
deadline for amendments for the adoption of the draft interim report is 22 September at 18.00. 

Calendar

Meeting of September 22 

1. State of implementation of the EU Strategy for Central Asia 

Votes

INTA will vote on the opinion for AFET on the implementation of the 2007 EU Central Asia strategy. In this 
opinion INTA presents its response to the 2010 Joint Progress Report of the European Commission and the 
Council and looks in the future regarding the EU-Central Asia relations. 40 amendments have been tabled to 
this opinion. 

Calendar
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2. Trade and investment barriers 
Consideration of draft report

The Committee will consider Mr Sturdy's (ECR) draft report on trade and investment barriers, that INTA 
decided to draw up in relation to the 'Trade and Investment Barriers Report 2011' from the Commission. 
INTA's draft report deals mostly with the issue of non-tariff barriers (NTBs), which have been identified as a 
hindrance to free access to partner countries’ markets.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR) Consideration of a draft report: 22/9/2011 
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Planned deadline for AMs: 23/09 (18:00) 
Procedure: 2011/2115(INI) - INTA/7/05859 Planned adoption INTA: 11/10/2011 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: November 2011 (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here. 

3. Recommendations to the Council, the Commission and the EEAS on the negotiations on 
the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement 

Exchange of views

The rapporteur Mr Zalewski will present the draft opinion which supports the conclusion of this agreement as 
a strong political signal and as an economic gain, while making recommendations for further improvement and 
for an efficient implementation of the agreement. Since a round of bilateral negotiations between the EU and 
Ukraine, maybe the last, is to take place on the same week, INTA Members can hope to receive from the 
European Commission very fresh piece of information regarding the outcome of the agreement. 

Calendar

4. Modernisation of Customs 
Consideration of draft opinion

INTA will consider a draft opinion to IMCO's own-initiative report on modernisation of customs. Rapporteur 
Cristiana Muscardini believes modernisation measures such as interoperable computer systems are needed and 
that they will help facilitate trade. Presenting her draft opinion, the rapporteur is expected to touch on 
divergences in customs controls in the EU27 and express a need to step up their harmonisation. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (EPP) Cons. of a draft opinion: 22/9/2011 
Responsible administrator: Hannariikka Nieminen Deadline for Ams: 23/9/2011  
Procedure: 2011/2083(INI) - INTA/7/05877 Planned adoption INTA: 11/10/2011 
Lead committee: IMCO Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-11(tbc) 

Related documents can be found here 

5. Agreement between the EU and Morocco concerning reciprocal liberalisation measures 
on agricultural products and fishery products 

Second exchange of views
The high-profile first exchange of views which brought together the parties involved in the agreement at a 
political level. INTA will now be organising a second exchange of views which is meant at bringing together 
stakeholders and to give them the opportunity of addressing Members directly on the pros and cons of this 
bilateral agreement. This is a dossier of particular political sensitivity, particularly in view of the fact that the 
AGRI Committee of the European Parliament has adopted an opinion against the consent of Parliament.  

Calendar
 

Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 

 
 
Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 
 

East African Community 12-16 September, Zanzibar, Tanzania 

India  12-14 September, Brussels 

Ukraine 19-23 September, Brussels 

Singapore 10-14 October, Brussels (tbc) 

Canada 17-21 October, Ottawa 

Malaysia 18 - 21 October, Brussels  

  
Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info 

WTO Dispute settlement - Recent developments 

 
 
Latest DSU developments as of   September 2011 
 
 China - Measures Related to the Exportation of Various Raw Materials: On 31 August 2011 China 

appealed the Panel Report; 
 Canada – Measures relating to the Feed-in-Tariff Program. On 11 August 2011 the EU requested 

consultations with Canada; 
 China – Definitive anti-dumping measures on x-ray scanners: On 25 July 2011 the EU requested 

consultations with China; 
 Philippines- Discriminatory Taxation of Spirits: On 15 August 2011, the panel report was circulated to 

WTO Members; 
 EU – Beef Hormones: On 29 July 2011 Canada repealed the trade sanctions in this case; 
 EU - Definitive Anti-Dumping Measures on Certain Iron or Steel Fasteners from China: On 15 July 

2011, the Appellate Body issued its report. At its meeting on 28 July 2011, the Dispute Settlement Body 
("DSB") adopted the Appellate Body Report. The European Union requested to discuss with China a 
reasonable period of time (RPT) in which to implement the recommendations and rulings of the DSB in 
this dispute in a manner that respects its WTO obligations. 

For more info 
Full list of cases and details

State of Play on Trade Defence Instruments 

 
 
State-of-play on TDI cases as at 31 August 2011 
 
On 30 August 2011, there were 130 anti-dumping and 11 countervailing measures in force. Furthermore, there 
are undertakings in force from 8 countries covering 12 products. At the end of June, 50 investigations were 
on-going. 
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A total of 19 investigations were initiated, split up as follows: 
 
 14 new investigations, of which 3 anti-subsidy;  4 expiry reviews, 4 interim reviews, of which 1 anti-

subsidy, 1 other review and 2 anti-circumvention investigations 
 
 9 provisional measures were imposed involving imports from 6 countries and covering 7 products, 10 

definitive measures were imposed (of which 2 anti-subsidy), involving imports from 4 countries and 
covering 10 products;  

 
 5 new investigations (of which 2 anti-subsidy) were terminated without the imposition of measures. 
 
 
List of new proceedings initiated by 31 August 2011 
 
 Oxalic acid, (AD) India and the P.R. China, 26.01.2011 
 Polyethylene terephthalate (PET), (AD), Oman and Saudi Arabia, 16.02.2011 
 Sodium cyclamate P.R. China, (AD), 17.02.2011 
 Soy protein products (certain concentrated) P.R. China, (AD), 19.04.2011 
 Stainless steel fasteners P.R. China (AD), 13.05.2011 
 Certain seamless pipes and tubes of iron or steel ( AD), Belarus, 28.6.2011 
 Woven and/or stitched glass fibre fabrics (AD),  P. R. China 28.7.2011  
 Tartaric acid (AD), PR China, 29.7.2011 
 Aluminium radiators (AD) P.R. China, 12.8.2011 
 Polyethylene terephthalate (PET), (AS), Oman and Saudi Arabia 16.02.2011 
 Stainless steel fasteners P.R. China (AS), 13.05.2011 

Full report 

Full listing and further details of investigation 

The Steering Group of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO 

 
In its meeting on 14 September, the Steering Group of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO, will mainly 
discuss the upcoming ad-hoc delegation to attend the WTO Public Forum, which will take place on 19-21 
September 2011 at the headquarters of the WTO in Geneva. Under the title “Seeking answers to global trade 
challenges” more than 40 seminars will take place, and around 1500 participants are expected. The European 
Parliament, together with the Inter-Parliamentary Union, will organise a panel at the Forum, with the title 
"Trade in natural resources - curse or blessing? A parliamentary perspective". 
 

Meetings held during weeks 28  

 
 July 12, 2011, Meeting with the Canada Europe Roundtable for Business (CERT), for an exchange of 

views on the ongoing negotiations of the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement between 
Canada and the EU.  
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Briefing notes and studies by the Policy department - July - August 2011  

 
Delivered 
 
 External briefing note on EXIM Bank in China 
 External study "effects of international trade and globalisation on jobs and social policies in the EU" 
 
Pending 
 Internal briefing note on Taiwan 
 Internal briefing note on Singapore 
 Internal briefing note on Japan 
 External study on AA Central America 
 External study on Trade Agreement with Colombia and Peru 
 Internal briefing note on New GSP Regulation 
 Internal briefing on EPAs: state of play 
 External study on public procurement 
 Workshop (round table) on Ukraine (20 October 2011) 
 External study on SMEs and International Trade 
 External study on Trade and Development  
 External note on SME and Euromed 
 

Library Briefings 

 
Vers un Parlement des Nations Unies?/ Marta LATEK, 8 July 2011, 4 p.  

"Le projet d'Assemblée Parlementaire des Nations Unies se trouve depuis une dizaine 
d'années dans le débat sur la réforme du système onusien. Ancrée dans les théories de la 
démocratie transnationale, l'idée est soutenue par plusieurs réseaux réunissant des ONG ainsi 
que des personnalités politiques et académiques. 

 
New grounds for banning GM crops/ Maria Terese VAN OEL, 1 July 2011, 2 p.  

"European consumers have been reluctant to accept genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in food 
production. The Commission has proposed amended rules that would give the Member States new grounds 
for banning the cultivation of GMOs on their territory" 

 
For more, see: Library Briefings 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 

The Trade Impact of European Union Preferential Policies : An Analysis Through 
Gravity Models/ De Benedictis, Luca ; Salvatici, Luca, Springer Berlin, 2011, 229 p.  

"The book investigates the EU preferential trade policy and, in particular, the impact it had on 
trade flows from developing countries. It shows that the capability of the "trade as aid" model 
to deliver its expected benefits to these countries crucially differs between preferential 
schemes and sectors. The evidence produced in the book is extensively applied to the analysis 
of the EU preferential policies with substantial suggestions for future improvement."  
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Governing the World Trade Organization: Past, Present and Beyond Doha/ Cottier, Thomas; 
Elsig, Manfred, Cambridge University Press, 2011, 348 p.  

"WTO stands at a crossroads. While its current rules, supported by a strong dispute settlement 
system, have provided some buffering against the negative effects of the financial crises, its 
negotiation machinery has not produced any substantial outcomes since the late 1990s. Based on 
rigorous scholarship, this volume of essays offers critical readings on the functioning of the 
system and provides policy-relevant ideas that go beyond incremental redesign but avoid the trap 

of romantic scenarios. " 

 

Building global democracy? : civil society and accountable global governance/ ed.: Scholte, Jan 
Aart, Cambridge University Press, 2011, 397 p. 

"The scale, effectiveness and legitimacy of global governance lag far behind the world's needs. 
This path-breaking book examines how far civil society involvement provides an answer to 
these problems. Does civil society make global governance more democratic? " Includes.: "Civil 
society and the WTO: contesting accountability", "Structuring accountability: the Asia-Europe 
meeting" and "Civil society and the World Fair Trade Organisation" 

 

Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 
The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. 
 
For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade  
Contact - Nils Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 
 

Press releases 

 
More trade between EU and the Palestinian Authority  
Press release - 31-08-2011  
 
MEPs in the International Trade committee today unanimously recommended that the European Parliament 
should consent to a pending agreement between the EU and the Palestinian Authority of the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. The deal sets out further trade liberalisation for agricultural and fisheries products.  
 
 

Important Meetings and Events 

 
WTO events 

 
14-16 September Trade Policy Review Body — India 
19-21 September  WTO Public Forum 2011  
24-26 September 2011 Annual Meetings of the World Bank Group and the International 

Monetary Fund 
28-30 September Trade Policy Review Body — Mauritania and Republic of Guinea 
 

Events Calendar 2011 
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Upcoming Summits and Events 

 
 
14-15 September EU-South Africa Summit, Pretoria 
15 September 1st EuroNest PA, Strasbourg 
20 September 2011 Dual Use Exporter Conference, Brussels 
29-30 September Eastern Partnership Summit , Warsaw 
3-4 October EU-Brazil Summit, Brussels 
25-26 October EU-China Summit, Brussels 

For more info click here
 

Useful links 

 
INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  
INTA Intranet 
INTA Internet 

 
EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade Europe 
European Council 
Council of Ministers  
Polish Presidency 
 

Other Links 
WTO 
Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2011 

 
The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade will take place on Tuesday, October 11, 
2011 (09.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30) in Brussels. The annual calendar can be found here.  
 

Back to Content 
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