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Towards a common framework for EU research and innovation
 
The European Parliament approved today its position on the Commission's Green Paper
about the common strategic framework for EU research and innovation funding. Members
propose duplication of the budget for research and innovation as of 2014 and new
approaches to increase the participation of SMEs and of some Member States and regions
underrepresented in research and innovation programmes.
 
"Research, innovation and development are not a minor area; we are talking about the third
largest layer of the European budget, beyond agriculture and cohesion. It's a key area for
economic growth that creates jobs and in particular quality jobs", says rapporteur Marisa Matias
(GUE/NGL, PT) during plenary debate ahead of the vote.
 
Common strategic framework
 
In a resolution adopted by show of hands, MEPs approved the changes proposed by the
European Commission, to be introduced in the post-2013 EU budget, to bring together the current
research framework programme (FP7), the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework
Programme (CIP) and the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) within a common
strategic framework. 
 
However, EU research funds and programmes and the Structural and Cohesion funds have
different aims and, as such, should be kept separate, they insist.
 
Duplication of EU budget for research and innovation as of 2014
 
In order to reach the Europe 2020 objectives and form the appropriate response to the current
economic crisis, EU money for research and innovation programmes for the next financial period
should be doubled as of 2014 (excluding the financing within the Structural Funds and the
European Investment Bank). Public and private expenditure on research and development should
also make an effort reach the target of 3% of GDP at European and national level.
 
In the future, large-scale European investment projects (ITER, Galileo, Global Monitoring for
Environment and Security) should be funded outside the Research Framework Programme,
creating autonomous budget lines for them. This should guarantee a transparent and reliable
financing structure whilst limiting their potential for cost over-runs. They should also be partially
funded through the issuing of project bonds by the European Investment Bank.
 
Increasing the participation of some Member States and regions and of SMEs
 
While EU funding for R&D has been increasing, scientifically and technologically more developed
EU Member States are still to absorb the greatest slice of resources, perpetuating the under-
representativeness of some Member States and their regions, both in terms of funding and of
participation.
 
MEPs call for new approaches to assist underperforming regions and Members. This new
approach could include, for example activities aimed at : modernising universities, purchasing
scientific equipment, transferring technology, supporting start-ups and spin-offs and building-up
networks of excellence and clusters.
 
To further increase the participation of SMEs, incentives for small entrepreneurs could be soft
loans, which are reimbursed in the event of success, comprehensive funding for the seed and
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start-up phase, easier access to risk and venture capital and greater participation in the setting of
the research agendas.
 
Access to European research programmes could be made easier, for example by setting up a
single contact point, establishing a principle of "one project, one document" and setting up a forum
for exchanges of good practice, MEP say.
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