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MONDAY  3 OCTOBER 2011 
15H00 - 18H00 (PUBLIC MEETING) 

BRUSSELS 
ALTIERO SPINELLI BUILDING 

ROOM 3G2 
 

1. ADOPTION OF DRAFT AGENDA  
The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members 
on 21 September 2011 and is in the dossier for this 
meeting.  

2. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman wishes to make the following 
announcements: 
 
2.1 Languages available: 

BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, 
IT, LT, NL, PL, RO and SV. 
 
 

2.2 Webstreaming: 
Members are informed that this CONT 
meeting will be webstreamed on the following 
link:  
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 

 
Please be aware that each time a speaker 
activates the microphone to make an 
intervention, the camera will be automatically 
directed to the speaker. 
 
 

2.3 Electronic voting cards:   
The electronic voting system will be used for 
the vote scheduled during this meeting and 
Members are reminded to bring their 
electronic voting card. 
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*** ELECTRONIC VOTE *** 
 

3. 2009 DISCHARGE: EU GENERAL 

BUDGET, COUNCIL 
 CONT/7/06027 
 Rapporteur: Crescenzio Rivellini 
 Administrator responsible: Rudolfs Verdins 
 Adoption of draft report 
 
 
On 10 May 2011 the European Parliament adopted 
a decision in which it postponed granting the 
Council discharge for the implementation of its 
budget for the financial year 2009. 

On 21 June 2011 the Hungarian Presidency stated at 
CONT coordinators meeting  that, according to the 
article 319 of the TFEU, the 2009 annual discharge 
procedure had been concluded by the closure of 
accounts on 10 May 2011. The Council Presidency 
and CONT positions were reconfirmed when the 
Chairman and Rapporteur Mr Rivellini met 
Ambassador Tombiński in Strasbourg on 
13 September 2011. The Polish Presidency was not 
available for CONT meeting of 22 September 2011. 

The draft report was discussed in CONT on 14 July 
2011. Five amendments were received and emailed 
to Members (after verification by the Directorate for 
Legislative Acts) on 12 September 2011. 
Subsequently the Rapporteur has tabled four oral 
amendments (which will be included in the voting 
list). 
 
The voting list will be circulated as soon as 
possible.  
The debate and vote in plenary is scheduled for 24-
27 October 2011 part-session (week 43). 
 
For background documents on the Council 
discharge 2009, please see CONT's website: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committee
s/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CO
NT 
 
 
 
 
 

4. 2009 DISCHARGE: EUROPEAN 

POLICE COLLEGE 
 CONT/7/06026 
 Rapporteur: Georgios Stavrakakis 
 Administrator responsible: Elena Mainardi 
 Adoption of draft report 
 
 
On 10 May 2011 the European Parliament adopted 
a decision in which it postponed granting the 
discharge to CEPOL for the implementation of its 
budget for the financial year 2009.  
 
Mr Stavrakakis' draft second Report was sent to 
Members on 1 August 2011.  
 
The Rapporteur welcomes the measures taken by 
the CEPOL to tackle its deficiencies in response to 
Parliament's request for action and notes that its 
success lies with the merits of the new management 
and governance of CEPOL. Mr Stavrakakis 
welcomes, in particular, the following actions duly 
taken in time to respond to Parliament's requests:  
1. the revision of the Financial Regulation of 

CEPOL by introducing a derogation concerning 
the exclusion for tender with regard to the 
selection of educational experts 

2. the assurance from the Court of Auditors and 
from the IAS that the CEPOL's Multiannual 
Action Plan for 2010-2014 gives an overview of 
the status of its different milestones and that 
CEPOL is progressing according to its targets;  

3. a report on the application by CEPOL of the 
procurement manual for the period covering 1 
July 2010 - 1 July 2011. 

 
16 amendments were tabled to the draft second 
Report. 
 
The voting list will be circulated as soon as 
possible. 
Adoption in plenary: plenary session October II 
 
The draft second Report, the EP's Resolution on 
2009 discharge to CEPOL, the Court of Auditors' 
reports and other relevant information (including 
annual reports, final accounts etc.) can be found on 
CONT's website at the following link:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committee
s/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CO
NT 
 

5. 2009 DISCHARGE: EUROPEAN 

MEDICINES AGENCY 
 CONT/7/06014 
 Rapporteur: Georgios Stavrakakis 
 Administrator responsible: Elena Mainardi 
 Adoption of draft report 
 
 
On 10 May 2011 the European Parliament adopted 
a decision in which it postponed granting the 
Council discharge for the implementation of its 
budget for the financial year 2009 to EMEA. In 
particular, EP raised serious concerns about the 
Agency's replies to significant issues, such as the 
management of procurement procedures and the 
implementing procedures regarding the 
identification and management of conflicts of 
interest for its staff and experts.  
 
Mr Stavrakakis' draft second Report was sent to 
Members on 1 August 2011.  
 
The Rapportuer received a letter from the Chair of 
the Agency's Management Board of 17 June 2011 in 
which he stated that the Agency has taken actions to 
address the 2009 shortcomings. He also took note of 
the documents and annexes received by the Agency 
in response to Parliament’s abovementioned 
resolution. 
 
Mr Stavrakakis notes, however, that the Agency 
should continue to inform the discharge authority on 
the results of the actions requested. 
 
24 amendments were tabled to the draft second 
Report. 
The voting list will be circulated as soon as 
possible. 
Adoption in plenary: plenary session October II 
 
The draft second Report, the EP's Resolution on 
2009 discharge to EMEA, the Court of Auditors' 
reports and other relevant information (including 
annual reports, final accounts etc.) can be found on 
CONT's website at the following link:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committee
s/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CO
NT 
 
 

6. MODERNISATION OF CUSTOMS 
 CONT/7/05950 
 Rapporteur for the opinion: Bart Staes 
 Administrator responsible: Urszula Mojkowska 
 Adoption of draft opinion 
 
 
CONT Committee is responsible for an opinion to 
the own-initiative report by the Committee on 
Internal Market and Consumer Protection on the 
Modernisation of Customs.  
The draftsman, Mr Staes, stresses that customs 
duties are an important part of EU’s traditional Own 
Resources. In this context he points out to the 
necessity of efficient prevention of irregularities and 
fraud in the area customs, which not only secures 
the protection of the Union’s financial interests, but 
also has important consequences for the Internal 
Market.  
Furthermore, the draftsman underlines the 
importance of interoperable communication and 
information exchange systems at the level of 
Member States and the Commission, deploring the 
very slow progress in this respect. Special attention 
is drawn by the draftsman to the simplified customs 
procedures, accounting for over 70% of all customs 
procedures, and to proper risk analysis. 
The draft opinion was sent to Members on 
25 August 2011.  
It is available in all language versions at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_201
4/organes/cont/cont_20110922_0900.htm 
 
4 amendments were received by the deadline of 2 
September 2011. They were sent to Members on 7 
September 2011. The amendments are available in 
all language versions at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_201
4/organes/cont/cont_20110922_0900.htm 
 
The draft voting list will be circulated as soon as 
available. 
 
The vote in IMCO is scheduled for 17/10/2011. The 
indicative date of the plenary vote is 14/11/2011. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/editoDisplay.do?language=EN&id=2&body=CONT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20110922_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20110922_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20110922_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20110922_0900.htm
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*** END OF ELECTRONIC VOTE *** 
 
 

7. BUDGETARY CONTROL OF EU 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
AFGHANISTAN 

 CONT/7/05014 
 Rapporteur: Jens Geier 
 Administrator responsible: Christoph Nerlich 
 Consideration of draft report 
 
 

Following the obervations made by Pino Arlacchi in 
his own-initiative report on a "new strategy for 
Afghanistan", CONT decided to take up this matter 
and to draft an own-initiative report on the 
"budgetary control of EU funds in Afghanistan". 
Mr. Jens Geier was nominated Rapporteur for the 
S&D Group. The report has five sections each with 
distinct recommendations. 

Section 1 discusses the benefits and drawbacks of 
the different funding channels the Commission 
potentially has when delivering aid to Afghanistan. 
It is recalled that currently no direct budget support 
is granted to Afghanistan. The report notes, 
however, that budget support remains the most 
appropriate channel to foster capacity building 
which is why it argues that the Commission should 
be invited to consider sectoral budget where 
appropriate with rigorous and well-defined 
conditions. This should be handled in the most 
transparent way possible. 

Section 2 recalls observations of audit work in 
Afghanistan. The report not only reiterates the audit 
work of the European Court of Auditors but also 
findings of US audit organisations. It calls on the 
Commission to remedy the weaknesses identified. 
Furthermore, it calls on the Commission to insist on 
the establishment of full financial and operational 
independence of the Control and Audit Office of 
Afghanistan.  

This section also deals with the accountability of 
EU funds channelled via UN Agencies to 
Afghanistan. It recalls the fact that EU institutions 
lacked appropriate access to internal reports and 
notes that such access has been granted recently. It 

argues that a more far-reaching approach appears 
adequate and calls for common audit standards. 

Weaknesses in coordinating of aid are discussed and 
deplored in Section 3 of the report. Although some 
improvements are visible, the Commission should 
further strengthen coordination with Member States 
and the donor community in general.  

Reporting to Parliament and stakeholders in general 
is analysed in Section 4. The report recalls that this 
issue has already been identified in another own-
initiative report of CONT and the Commission has 
not yet put in place an operational reporting 
strategy. 

The report concludes with Section 5 on future 
challenges for the country in view of the withdrawal 
of troops, the impact on the Afghan economy and 
the unstable security situation in Afghanistan.  

It is recalled that the deadline for amendments is 
7 October 2011, 12h00. The vote in Committee will 
take place on 10 November and the vote in plenary 
is scheduled for the December session. 

 
 

8. STUDY ON "WHAT ARE THE 

IMPLICATIONS OF THE CURRENT 
LEGISLATION FOR COST-
EFFECTIVENESS AND QUALITY 
CONTROLS IN STRUCTURAL FUND 
SPENDING? WHAT ROLE FOR 
PERFORMANCE AUDITING?" 

 CONT/7/05666 
 Rapporteur: Jens Geier 
 Administrator responsible: Jean-Jacques Gay 
 Presentation of the study by Roland Blomeyer and Rolf 

Bergs of Blomeyer & Sanz  and exchange of views 
 
 

The study was managed by the Policy Department 
of Directorate D of DG IPOL and carried out by 
Blomeyer & Sanz.  

The EU policy on economic and social cohesion 
applies to the areas in difficulty where major socio-
economic disparities between the Member States 
and between the regions persist. With the 27 
Member States and limited financial resources, 
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there is significant and growing political debate 
over the policies and functioning of the Structural 
Funds. The study evaluated the cost-effectiveness of 
actions in different Member States, analysed the 
value-for-money aspect, the sustainability and long-
term benefits of actions and evaluated control 
mechanisms and audit effectiveness in Member 
States.  

The present study has been prepared between 
December 2010 and end of August 2011 for the 
European Parliament's Committee on Budgetary 
Control, and focuses on the audit arrangements for 
the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund (SCF), 
as well as related recommendations.  

 
 

9. CONT DELEGATION TO KOSOVO 

AND FORMER YUGOSLAV 
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA    
(15 - 17 JUNE 2011) 

 CONT/7/05892 
 Chairman: Bart Staes 
 Administrator responsible: József Blaszauer 
 Presentation of the report on the delegation  
 
 
The Committee on Budgetary Control sent a 
delegation to Kosovo and the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia with the aim of exploring 
the following items: 
 

 to observe the use of EU funds, in particular the 
state of implementation of the Instrument for 
Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) by the 
European Commission and to assess the EU's 
contribution to the development of both 
countries; 

 to assess the effectiveness of EU support in both 
countries; 

 to discuss the fight against fraud and corruption 
in both countries; as well as 

 to look at the experience with the European 
Union Rule of Law Mission (EULEX) in 
Kosovo. 

 

For the information of the Members of the 
Committee, the Chairman's report from the 
delegation visit was sent to CONT Members on 
27 September and will be in the dossier. 
 
The draft report was established on the basis of 
consultations with and contributions from the 
participants in the delegation. This report will be 
considered adopted following its presentation in 
CONT. 
 
 

* 
*    * 

 
 

18H00 - 18H30 (IN CAMERA) 
 
 

10. COORDINATORS' MEETING  
 (IN CAMERA) 
 
 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Committee on Budgetary 
Control will take place in Brussels on: 
 
 Monday, 10 October 2011, 15.00 – 18.30 
 Tuesday, 11 October 2011, 9.00 – 12.30. 
 
 


