
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

STATEMENT
OF THE COMMITTEE ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS AND OVERSIGHT OF THE EUROPEAN FUNDS

TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

After  the  discussion  on  the Proposal  for  a  Regulation  of  the  European Parliament  and of  the  Council 
amending Regulation  (EC)  No  562/2006 of  the  European Parliament  and of  the  Council  establishing  a 
Community Code on the rules governing the movement of persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code) 
and  the  Convention  implementing  the  Schengen  Agreement,  the  Committee  on  European  Affairs  and 
Oversight of the European Funds (CEAOEF),  expresses the following statement, which is to be sent to the 
European institutions: 

1.  CEAOEF  considers that  the proposed amendments will  clarify the existing texts and will 
contribute  towards   practical  problems  solving  which  have  occured  in  the  process  of  the 
Schengen  Borders  Code implementation.  Furthermore,  a  concrete  legal  framework  is  being 
established for bilateral agreements with  neighbour countries for the execution of joint border 
checks of the road and railway traffic. The Regulation has a direct effect and at this stage its 
adoption does not require an amendment to the Bulgarian Legislation. The above- mentioned 
opinion comes in support to the Bulgaria’s Council of Ministers position. According to it, the 
Republic of Bulgaria expresses a principal approval of the Proposal for Regulation. 

2. The Proposal for Regulation is in full compliance with the subsidiarity principle, established 
in article 5, paragraph 3 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) because the objectives in the 
proposed  Regulation  cannot be sufficiently achieved by the Member States but can rather be 
better achieved at EU level. 
    The  Proposal  for  Regulation  is  in  compliance  with the  principle  of  proportionality, 
established in article 5, paragraph 4 of the TEU, because it does not exceed what is necessary to 
achieve  the  objectives  of  the  Treaties and  does  not  create  an  additional  administrative  or 
financial burden. 

3. In the spirit of parliamentary diplomacy,  CEAOEF works actively in order for Bulgaria’s 
Schengen Area accession to be successfully finalized. This is a national cause of wide political 
unanimity and sinergy among all political parties in the country.  In this regard, with the joint 
initiative of CEAOEF and the Foreign Policy and Defense Committee (FPDC), in mid-January 
2011 the National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria adopted a Decision for the elaboration 
of Parliamentary Foreign-political Activities Program In Support to the Bulgarian Accession to 
the Schengen Area. It is to be implemented within the indicative time framework “February- 
April”  2011.  The  Program  consists  of  initiatives,  measures  and  actions  of  the  Bulgarian 
Parliament  in support to our country’s accession to Schengen. It is based upon the following 
milestones: 

• Actions  in  the  framework  of  the  cooperation  between  the  national  parliamentary 
committees on european affairs and foreign policy of the Schengen Agreement Member-
States;



• Actions  in  the  framework  of  the  parliamentary  Friendship  Groups  and  international 
delegations of the Schengen Agreement Member-States;

• Actions in the framework of the cooperation between the National Assembly and the EU 
institutions,  particulary  the  European  Parliament  and  the  different  political  families 
within;

• Actions  related  to  conducting  a  public-information  campaign  for  the Schengen topic 
popularization in the Bulgarian society and covering our country’s progress towards the 
fulfillment of the technical criteria with the civil sector and media participation;

• The Government is to provide information on regular basis about Bulgaria’s progress on 
the fulfillment of  the Schengen Area accession criteria;

In relation to the Program implementation, CEAOEF observes concrete, visible results.
 

4. CEAOEF underlines that the Schengen Area is above all an area of trust. In this regard, the 
Bulgarian Parliament is a warrant for the excersing of double democratic control- by the MPs 
and by the civil  society at  every stage of Bulgaria’s  Schengen membership preparation.  An 
important  part  of  it  is  the  Schengen  Facility  implementation.  CEAOEF  reports  100  % 
contracting rate and full absorbtion of the European funds.  

5. The  Bulgarian  Authorities  are  convinced  that  Schengen  is  not  a  privilege  but  a  great 
responsibility,  building  a  strong  and  stable  border  to  ensure  the  security  and  safety  of  all 
European  citizens.  Keeping  the  pace,  Bulgaria  has  taken  all  necessary  steps  to  fulfill  the 
technical criteria in compliance with the Schengen acquis. This fact garantees our preparedness 
to be a reliable external EU border.



NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

PARLIAMENTARY FOREIGN-POLITICAL АCTIVITIES PROGRAM IN SUPPORT 
TO THE BULGARIAN ACCESSION TO THE SCHENGEN AREA

/according to Decision of the National Аssembly of 14.01.2011 /

The  Program consists  of  initiatives,  measures  and actions  of  the  Bulgarian  Parliament   in 
support to our country’s accession to Schengen. It is based upon the following milestones: 

1. Actions  in  the  framework  of  the  cooperation  between  the  national  parliamentary 
committees on european affairs and foreign policy of the Schengen Agreement Member-
States;

2. Actions  in  the  framework  of  the  parliamentary  Friendship  Groups  and  international 
delegations of the Schengen Agreement Member-States;

3. Actions in the framework of the cooperation between the National Assembly and the EU 
institutions,  particulary  the  European  Parliament  and  the  different  political  families 
within;

4. Actions  related  to  conducting  a  public-information  campaign  for  the Schengen topic 
popularization in the Bulgarian society and covering our country’s progress towards the 
fulfillment of the technical criteria with the civil sector and media participation;

5. The Government is to provide information on regular basis about Bulgaria’s progress on 
the fulfillment of  the Schengen Area accession criteria;

Initiatives planned for February 2011

11.02.2011
Participation of the Chairwoman of the Committee on European Affairs and Oversight of the 
European Funds in  the  COSAC session – a  Chairpersons’  forum of  the  Committees  on 
European Affairs to the national parliaments;

11.02.2011
Meeting of Bulgarian MPs with Meeting of Ms. Cecilia Malmström, EU Commissioner for 
Home Affairs;

16.02.2011
Meeting of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defense with the Romanian Committee 
on Foreign Affairs  and adoption of a Common Declaration regarding the two countries’ 
Schengen accession candidacy;
  
22-24.02.2011
Meeting of the Committee on European Affairs and Oversight of the European Funds and 
the  Foreign  Policy  and  Defense  Committee  with  Carlos  Coelho,  EP  Rapporteur  on 
“Schengen” to the Committee of Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs /LIBE/;



Until the end of February 2011:
• Sending formal invitations to the Parliaments of the Schengen Agreement Member 

States;
• Preparation of a non-paper by the Government  which is to clarify what has been 

achieved, what is being done at the moment and what the plan is for future actions of 
the  country  for  meeting  the  Schengen accession  criteria.  The  document  must  be 
updated at least once a month and/or ad hoc when considerable changes occur. The 
document  must  be  forwarded  to  all  the  interested  MPs,  Committee  Chairs,  the 
Bulgarian members of the European Parliament, the Ministers and Deputy Ministers, 
as well as to the Bulgarian Ambassadors to the European Union Member States;

• Putting forward suggestions to the Parliaments of the Schengen Agreement Member 
States for visits of Bulgarian parliamentary delegations.

Initiatives planned for March/April 2011

08.03.2011
Public  lecture  of  the  French  Ambassador  under  the  aegis of  the  Atlantic  Club  in 
Bulgaria.  Committee on European Affairs  and Oversight  of the European Funds and 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee participation envisaged.

March/April 2011:

• Visits  of  parliamentary  delegations  from  the  Schengen  Agreement  Member 
States- dates to be confirmed;

Invitations sent in 2010:
• To Mr. Jean Bizet,  Chairperson of the Committee on European Affairs of the 

Senate of France;
• To Mr.  Pierre Lequiller, Chairperson of the Committee on European Affairs of 

the National Parliament of France;
• To Mr Gunter Krichbaum, Chairperson of the Committee on the European Union 

Affairs of the Bundestag of Germany;
• To the leaders of the Friendship-with-Bulgaria Group to the Senat of France;

• Presentation of information materials about Bulgaria’s accession to the Schengen 
Area to the European information corner visitors in the Bulgarian Parliament; 

• Promotion of the parliamentary initiatives about Schengen through the National 
Assembly press-centre and direct contact with Bulgarian media correspondents in 
the Schengen Agreement Member States;

• Organization  of  meetings  with  the  foreign  media  in  Bulgaria  as  well  as  the 
accompanying journalists on each visit within the Program, in order to provide 
correct information for the media coverage of the topic;

• Organization of interviews and taking the personal opinion of parliamentarians to 
be incorporated in major Bulgarian, European and international print media and 
televisions.



In the middle of March 2011:

Meeting of the Committee on European Affairs and Oversight of the European Funds and the 
Foreign  Policy  and  Defense  Committee with  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Schengen Agreement 
Member States, representatives of the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

In the middle of March 2011

Working visit of MPs from the Committee on European Affairs and Oversight of the European 
Funds  and  the  Foreign  Policy  and  Defense  Committee to  Border  Check  Point  ”Kapitan 
Andreevo” together with Ministry of Interior representatives;

Until the end of March/ the beginning of April 2011

Visit of Bulgarian parliamentary delegation to Brussels, including the following meetings:

• Meeting with the Bulgarian Members of the European Parliament;
• Meeting with Carlos Coelho, EP Rapporteur on “Schengen” to the Committee of Civil 

Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs /LIBE/ and the Shadow Rapporteurs from the 
different political families within the EP.




