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Dear President BRESSO and Commissioner HAHN, 
Dear Minister BIENKOWSKA, 
Dear President BARROSO 
Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is an honour for me to address you at this biggest forum on Regional Policies in the 
world. But also a pleasure to welcome you here to the European Parliament. You are 
gathered here not just as politicians, scholars and representatives working in 
Brussels, but also as a voice of Europe's regions. Today is your day.  
 
Cities and regions are as close to the European citizens and their concerns as we 
aim to be at our level in the EU. 
 
It is at local and regional level that Europeans engage. It is the place where our 
hearts truly beat and where we can be ourselves in our own identity. United as 
Europeans in our own diversity at home. I am from Gliwitz, Silesia, Poland, Europe 
depending on where I am. And proud to be so.  
 
Europe and European Policies become real for citizens when they affect local and 
regional levels. But it is a two way street - European Policies also become effective 
when they start at local and regional level. As Parliamentarians we know how 
important regional policies are.  
 
This year the cohesion policy programming is coming to its last two years. Only last 
week the legislative package on future regulations of cohesion policy has been 
presented in the European Parliament by Commissioner HAHN.  
 
For the first time, as a Parliament, we are on equal footing with the Council for the 
entire package. And we have done our homework. We believe that it is precisely at 
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local and regional level that policies and policy changes matter. Because it has the 
most immediate impact and can make a true difference. 
 
Dear Friends, 
In the current economic crisis every citizen is important, each business is necessary 
and each territory is crucial. It is the regions and the cities which need to deliver 
growth.  
 
I know that some governments want to freeze the budget of the Union until the end of 
the decade. This could be tempting. But I think it would be wrong for three reasons: 
 
1) The EU regional policy is an investment vehicle. More money is actually leveraged 
thanks to the nature and prioritisation of an EU project than the original Euro spent.  
 
2) A working regional policy helps to diminish the reliance of an underperforming 
region. It increase its competitiveness, lowers unemployment and improves both the 
supply and demand side of the production cycle.  
 
3) Regional policy is one of the few genuine European policies. It helps to create a 
sense of identity and belonging. We are all Europeans no matter which region we 
come from.  
 
This economic and financial crisis has shown some of the weaknesses of our 
economies - low productivity; high public debt; large fiscal deficits. But also structural 
unemployment; continuing barriers in the internal market and low labour mobility. 
 
We in the European Parliament believe that our structural policy is making a major 
contribution towards overcoming the crisis by addressing some of these weaknesses. 
The core components of the Europe 2020 strategy - like education, energy, 
environment and employment - are already integral to cohesion policy.  It is oriented 
towards innovation and towards removing differences. It strongly encourages 
upgrade in infrastructure, regional innovations and environmentally sustainable 
growth. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The new regional policy should build on previous expertise. But we should also 
address some of the shortcomings of recent years. I believe three principles should 
guide us in our efforts to strike the balance between continuity and change for the 
post-2013 cohesion policy: less priorities, a simpler system and a clear European 
dimension: 
 
We should prioritize and limit the number of goals and be determined in their pursuit. 
Regional policy must help to fulfil the Europe 2020 targets. It will be essential to fine-
tune the relations between the Common Agricultural Policy and Regional Policy to 
avoid any overlap and waste of financial and human resources. 
  
We need a more user-friendly funding system and better communication which would 
make the allocation of the funds more effective and transparent.  
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We believe that a strong and well-financed EU regional policy is a condition sine qua 
non for achieving social, economic and territorial cohesion. The European dimension 
of regional policy is not up for discussion. The European Parliament has clearly 
stated that it would oppose any attempts at re-nationalise regional policy. 
 
The European Parliament supports and will always support a strong regional policy 
for Europe. But the success of our strategy depends on the commitment of all of us. 
And on ownership by national, local and regional authorities and social partners.  
 
I look forward to the conclusions of your debates. Enjoy this day. Your day. Thank 
you. 
 


