
 
 

 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy - 21.10 .2011

 
EU energy infrastructure proposals
 
The need to identify energy projects of "common European interest" and to
accelerate procedures for authorising them, was highlighted in an Energy
Committee debate with Commissioner Günther Oettinger on Thursday, the day
after the Commission unveiled its proposal for a regulation on energy
infrastructure for the next decade.
 
The amount available for energy projects in Commission’s proposal for the next EU
multi-annual financial framework is € 9.1 billion, whereas the Commission itself says
that the EU needs to invest around €200 billion by 2020 to modernise its energy
networks.
 
To receive "common European interest" status, energy projects (e.g. power lines,
pipelines, facilities, and installations) must be located in "priority corridors" for
electricity, gas, oil and carbon dioxide, as listed in the Commission proposal.
 
To be eligible for EU funding, projects must prove that they are commercially not
viable but have a substantial impact on Europe's security of supply, Commissioner
Oettinger said.
 
The EU funding will be governed by the new legislative proposal on the Connecting
Europe Facility (CEF), which was also presented yesterday by the Commission. This
new legislative instrument will help allocate EU funds to energy, transport and
telecommunications projects.
 
Three-year deadline for authorising projects
 
Procedures for authorising common interest projects are to be accelerated and the
Commission proposes allowing a maximum of three years. Commissioner Oettinger
said that the three-year limit for authorisation procedures is feasible for all Member
States.
 
Mr Oettinger stressed that private investors are unable to commit funds when today's
procedures today can take over 10 years to complete. He also stressed that
Parliament's proposals (resolution of 5 July 2011) had been are incorporated in his
proposal. He described the current situation as an "historic challenge that Europe has
to face".
 
Spanish MEPs Pilar Del Castillo (EPP) and Francisco Sosa Wagner (NI) both
proposed that the Commission should take follow-up action and a set up a reliable
monitoring process to ensure that the three-year deadline is met. Konrad Szymanski
(ECR, PL), observed that these accelerated procedures could also be implemented for
other projects that have not been awarded "common interest" status.
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national governments to go on modernising their own networks. Zigmantas Balčytis
(S&D, LT) said that project bonds should be included in this proposal.
 
Next steps
 
This regulation falls under the co-decision procedure, so Parliament will decide on it
on an equal footing with the Council of Ministers. The time frame for its examination
will be decided when the Energy Committee appoints a rapporteur in November.
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LINKS
 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?
language=EN&body=ITRE
 
Commission's proposal on EU's energy infrastructure
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/infrastructure/strategy/doc/com_2011_0658.pdf
 
Commission's proposal on Connecting Europe Facility
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/president/news/speeches-
statements/pdf/20111019_2_en.pdf
 
Parliament's resolution on energy infrastructure priorities (05.07.2011)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-
2011-0318+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
 
Watch the recorded event (VOD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/vod/search-committees?
language=en
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