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Radio spectrum: MEPs reach deal with Council Presidency
 
A deal on an ambitious EU radio spectrum policy, designed to stimulate mobile
broadband use and boost economic growth, was approved by the Council of
Ministers on Friday. It was negotiated by Council representatives and Industry,
Research and Energy Committee MEPs.
 
In May 2011, the European Parliament approved plans to speed up the development
of mobile broadband for all, using radio spectrum freed up by the switchover from
analogue to digital TV.
 
The allocation of radio frequencies is a matter for national authorities, not the EU, but
rules on how to divide up the spectrum among internet providers and users need to be
agreed at EU level.
 
The "Radio Spectrum Policy Programme" is a crucial building block in creating a
single digital European market.
 
800 MHz band to be freed for wireless broadband by 2013
 
Under the deal, EU countries would have to make the 800 MHz frequency band
available for wireless broadband services by 1 January 2013. "This will set up a pan-
European telecommunications market where new services can create opprtunities and
growth for a 500 million consumer market", said rapporteur Gunnar Hökmark (EPP,
SE).
 
At least 1200 MHz for mobile data traffic
 
At least 1200 MHz should be allocated to mobile data traffic, after 2013 but before
2015, as requested by Parliament. “This means that Europe will be in the forefront of
future internet and broadband developments”, said Mr Hökmark..
 
Furthermore, the Commission should assess, no later than 1 January 2015, whether
there is a need to harmonize additional spectrum bands in order to manage the
exponential growth in wireless data traffic.
 
The Council also endorsed an amendment by MEPs to widen the scope of an
inventory of the existing spectrum between 400 MHz and 6 GHz in order to identify
where efficiency could be improved and ensure that the exponential growth in wireless
data traffic can be met by future reallocations.
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Next steps
 
The informal compromise, negotiated by Industry, Research and Energy Committee
MEPs and the Council of Ministers' Polish Presidency, still needs to be backed by the
Industry, Research and Energy Committee on 10 November and later by Parliament
as a whole.
 
Procedure: co-decision, first reading
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