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3-4 November 2011 - Delegation to Spain on the implementation of the 
European Globalisation Fund

A delegation of the Employment and Social Affairs committee of the EP visited Spain 3rd 
and 4th November to learn about the implementation and the results of the interventions 
supported by the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) up to € 32 millions. The 
visit was connected to the proposal for a new regulation on EGF for the period 2014- 2020, 
recently presented by the European Commission. 

The delegation visited the Ministry of Labour and Immigration, where it met the State Secretary, 
Ms María Luz Rodríguez and the social partners to talk about the EGF coordination at national 
level. The delegation also travelled to Catalonia, where the MEPs talked to the representatives of 
the Catalonian Occupation Service (SOC), the stakeholders and workers involved in the EGF 
project in the textile sector, which was approved by the EP in 2009. 

Pervenche Berès (S&D, France), Chair of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs said: 
"We came to Spain because it is a good example of the implementation of the European 
Globalisation Adjustment Fund. The visit in Spain and the possibility to speak directly to the 
workers who benefited from the EGF has proved the usefulness of the Fund and the need to 
continue with it in the new budgeting period 2014-2020".

"The European Parliament wanted to learn about the experience of Catalonia in the management 
of the fund and study how the targeted workers benefited from the EGF support. We have chosen 
to analyse a case in the textile sector which is suffering a lot from the effects of globalisation. EGF 
contribution allows social innovation as well as tailored and comprehensive support for individual 
workers over several months improving their employability and enabling them to return on the 
labour market. The involvement of social partners in the design and the implementation of the 
project turned out to be one of the essential elements, which should be strengthened in the 
future", declared Pervenche Berès.

The delegation of the Committee of Employment and Social Affairs of the European Parliament 
comprised the Chair of the parliamentary Committee, Pervenche Berès (S&D, France), and four 
other members: Heinz K. Becker (PPE, Austria), Alejandro Cercas (S&D, Spain), Jelko Kacin 
(ALDE, Slovenia) and Roger Helmer (ECR, United Kingdom). 

Background

What is the EGF?
With up to € 500 million available each year, the EGF helps workers, made redundant as a result 
of the adverse effects of globalisation or the crisis, to develop new skills and find new jobs. The 
EGF finances active labour measures and does not finance social protection measures such as 
pensions or unemployment benefits. 

The future of the EGF
The European Commission has recently presented a proposal for a new regulation of the EGF for 
the period of 2014 and 2020. The new proposal proposes to expand the scope of the 
interventions of this fund to cover the agricultural sector suffering from the adverse effects of trade 
agreements.
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