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EU-funding for nuclear research

 
Parliament adopted this week four reports on the extension of the Euratom
Framework Programme for nuclear research and training activities for the next two
years (2012-2013). MEPs called for more attention to be given to nuclear safety
research whilst they proposed a reduction to the budget allocated to fusion energy
research.
 
The Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) limits the
duration of research and training programmes to 5 years and thus the present legislation
will expire at the end of 2011. The Euratom Framework Programme determines the overall
budget for direct and indirect actions, sets the objectives and specifies the instruments for
supporting them. The aim of the current proposal is to extend the Euratom programme in
order to align it with the end of the current Multiannual Financial Framework 2007-2013
and continue in this way the EU-funded research and training activities during the two
remaining years (2012-2013).
 
Jan Březina (EPP, CZ) who is the rapporteur for all four reports said that "the future is in
research rather than the simple use of nuclear energy" adding that "there is a need to
ensure that scientific knowledge is used and financed".
 
The new decision falls under the consultation procedure meaning that Parliament is only
consulted on an optional basis. Council is set to adopt its final position by the end of this
year.
 
Reducing the maximum amount by € 460 million
 
Parliament adopted today Energy Committee recommendations for reducing the maximum
amount for the implementation of the Euratom Framework Programme by € 460 million.
Commission proposes a maximum amount for the implementation of the Framework
Programme (2012-2013) of € 2 560 270 000 of which € 2 208 809 000 should be invested
in fusion energy research. Parliament suggests the amount allocated to ITER project
should only be € 1 748 809 000 stressing that an agreement on additional funding of ITER
should solely come from transfers of unused 2011 margins of the Multiannual Financial
Framework without any redeployments from the 7th Research Framework programme.
"We should not endanger one of the largest research programmes in the world (...) but
financing ITER cannot happen on the expense of other important research activities within
the EU" said Carl Haglund (ALDE, FI).
 
More research on nuclear safety
 
MEPs have tabled many amendments on Commission's proposal calling for more research
in the field of nuclear safety. Improvement of security aspects should be prioritised given
the possible cross-border impact of nuclear incidents, Parliament says, and additional
research work is necessary in order to reassure Union citizens that the safety of nuclear
facilities based in the EU meets the highest international standards.
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LINKS
Adopted texts will be available here (click on 15.11.2011 and 17.11.2011)
 
Video recording of the debate (click on 16.11.2011)
 
Profile of the rapporteur, Jan Březina (EPP, CZ)
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