
 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy - 23.11. 2011

 
Low carbon economy: More focus on energy efficiency and

renewables, says Energy Committee
 
Energy Committee adopted today its formal opinion on the Roadmap for moving to a
competitive low carbon economy in 2050. Among committee's proposals is giving more
emphasis on renewable energy and technologies and ensuring a coherent policy for
energy efficiency.
 
European Commission presented in March a roadmap for moving to a low carbon economy,
including possible actions up to 2050 which could enable EU to deliver greenhouse gas
reductions in line with the 80 to 95% target agreed. Commission's communication stresses that
electricity will play a key role in the low carbon economy whilst it estimates that power sector has
the potential of reducing its emissions by 93 to 99% by 2050.
 
Environment Committee is the lead committee for this dossier while Energy Committee, as an
attached committee (its amendments will be tabled straight to a plenary vote and will not be
voted by Environment Committee) adopted its position today.
 
Renewable energy and new technologies
 
MEPs acknowledge the progress already made in the field of renewable sources of energy
thanks to the binding targets set for 2020 and ask for the setting of new binding targets for 2030.
They stress that meeting targets in national renewable energy action plans is crucial for the
achievement of EU targets for 2050 and consider that "Commission should take measures if the
national targets are not met".
 
China's dominant position in renewable technologies is also highlighted in the text. China is the
world leader in terms of installed wind farm capacity; Chinese and Indian producers are among
the top ten wind turbine producers and China and Taiwan currently manufacture most of the
world's photovoltaic panels. Energy Committee calls on the Commission and Member States to
take steps to promote the eco-efficient development and production in the EU of these
technologies.
 
Energy efficiency
 
MEPs recall that the non-binding target for energy efficiency (20% by 2020) will not be met
according to current estimations and call for "rapid action, greater ambition and stronger political
commitment". They say that "binding targets should not be excluded" as energy efficiency can
lead to job creation, economic savings and increased security of supply.
 
Meeting the objectives for 2050
 
The text stresses that meeting the objectives set for 2050 could lead to a reduction in
consumption and containment of energy price volatility thus providing competitive energy prices
for consumers and businesses. A sustainable low carbon economy represents a great
opportunity towards bringing the crisis to an end in terms of economic growth and increased
employment, particularly in green jobs.
 
Next steps
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The vote in Environment Committee is expected to take place in January and the plenary vote
will most likely take place in March.
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