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Boosting social economy

MEPs insist on the need to strengthen social economy at the EU level and to 
revise the Statute for a European Cooperative Society, in a resolution passed 
today in the Employment and Social Affairs committee.

Cooperatives and other social economy enterprises are part of the European social 
model and the single market, and therefore deserve strong recognition and support, 
underlines the resolution drafted by Sven Giegold (Greens/EFA, DE) and adopted with 
41 votes in favour, 2 against and no abstention.

EU policies in all areas need to recognise the specificities and added value of social 
economy enterprises, including cooperative enterprises through adapting legislation on 
public procurement, State aid and financial regulation, states the text.

Economic weight of cooperative societies, their crisis resilience and the values on which 
they are based show them to be relevant in the EU of today, MEPs say, and the 
Commission should devote more resources to the social economy.

Revising the Statute for a European Cooperative Society

MEPs regret that the Statute for Cooperative Society is not yet a success with only 17 
European Cooperative Societies established. "These stark figures show the Statute to be 
poorly suited to the circumstances of cooperative societies in Europe even though 
entrepreneurs have expressed an interest in setting up a European Cooperative 
Society", they say, calling therefore for a revision of the Statute. The new Statute must 
facilitate a further recognition of this type of company in the EU, stresses the resolution.

Employee participation

The Directive on employee participation should not be revised before the Statute and 
should address the specific needs of employees in cooperatives, including the option to 
be both owner and employee of the same enterprise, stresses the resolution.

The exchange of best practices between Member States should be fostered through the 
open method of coordination, in particular in the areas of taxations, loans, administrative 
burdens and business-support measures.

Procedure: own-initiative
Vote in plenary: December, Strasbourg
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