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TUNA SPECIES 
WORLD CATCH
TUNA comprise a number of oceanic species present in the 
Atlantic, Indian Ocean, the Pacific and the Mediterranean, 
although normally the consumers and the public in general 
considers Tuna as a single fishery. 
Each species has its own biological characteristics and 
commercial harvest levels and status of the stocks are different
for each species.



 Skipjack and Yellowfin tuna are among the stocks in better 
health and better managed in the world, Considered by 
scientists strong stocks and capable to support increases of 
current harvest levels (skipjack)

 Tropical tuna are species of medium or small sizes with 
rapid growth and short life: skipjack -60% world catch-2 
kgs average weight and 3-year life cycle; in comparison 
bluefin tuna over 600 kgs and 25-year

 High productivity.
 Very little vulnerability to overexploitation, not TAC in 
most cases. 

 No OVERFISHING in no way (Nothing to do with the bluefin 
tuna).

 In the Indian and Atlantic ocean European Purse Seine 
fleet contributes to the knowledge of these stocks by 
providing the best scientific and statistical information.
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STATE OF TROPICAL 
TUNA STOCKS



 All Conservation measures approved by RFMO 
transposed into EU legislation which are applied 
immediately.

 Maximum transparency of its fishing operations, under 
the EU fisheries agreements,.

 Satellite monitoring on all vessels (EU VMS and third 
countries VMS). 

 Provides detailed information on their fishing activity 
to the national authorities, RFMOS and scientific 
institutes.

 Perform sampling programs on each port to determine 
the composition and status of different species.

 All fleet embarks scientists observers under EU 
guidelines and also observers from coastal countries. 

 ALWAYS TRANSHIP IN PORT so there is close 
monitoring of catches and trade. 
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TROPICAL  EU TUNA FLEET OPERATES IN 
STRICT CONTROL FRAMEWORK



UE PURSE 
SEINE FLEET

No. Vessels 
2010

ATLANTIC 
OCEAN

24

INDIAN OCEAN 26

PACIFIC OCEAN 4

TOTAL 54 15% WORLD 
PS FLEET

SPECIES WORLD 
CATCH

ANABAC
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%

YELLOWFIN 1.140.359 58.810 5.1%

SKIPJACK 2.421.679 81.237 3.3%

TOTAL 4.215.152 146.271 3.5%

EU PURSE SEINE FISHING VESSELS AND 
CATCH



Evolution of EU Fisheries Agreements

EU PURSE SEINE FISHING 
AREAS



SOMALI PIRACY IN INDIAN OCEN (1)
•Unlike a merchant vessel, a tuna fishing vessel is very vulnerable 
because it cannot move for hours during fishing operations and 
because the stern ramp of the vessel used for sliding the skiff up and 
down allows pirates to board the vessel relatively easily, both 
through the stern and through the skiff. 
•Piracy attacks surged in 2008 as pirates expanded their range of
operations, with the use of mother ships, more than two thousand
miles of the Somali coast as well as to the East and South of Somalia, 
even inside the EEZs of Seychelles, Kenya and Tanzania, Arabian Sea, 
etc. 
•April 2005: first attacks on a Spanish tuna vessel. 
•20 April 2008: tuna purse seine vessel Playa de Bakio was hijacked 
some 240 miles off the Somali coast. 
•2 October 2009: Hijack of the purse seiner ALAKRANA in 
international waters. 
•29 October 2009: Hijack of the Thai Union 3 in international waters. 
•April 2008 – November 2011: more than 50 Attacks on purse seiners 
with 3 hijacks 



 IMPACTS IN FISHING: 

 1.1. Change and abandon of fishing grounds and change of fishing habits, Reduction in fleet  (52 PS 
vessels in 2007 and 33 PS in 2010). 

 1.3. Interdictions and limitations in port calls due to the carry of weapons on board.

 1.4. Risk of reefer hijacking with containers on board.

 1.5. Operations and limitations for the french fleet due to military instructions. (Work in pairs).

 IMPACTS IN RISK MANAGEMENT:

 2.1. Embarking military troops of private security teams on board.

 2.2. Strict administrative measures and control. Increased paperwork. Installation of protective 
measures on board (citadels) and application of best management practices (BMP)

 . ECONOMIC  IMPACT: 

 4.1. Cost of embarking private security teams. 

 4.2. Increase of freights (estimated 15-20%): reduction of availability of reefers, lost in markets: due to 
the lack of reefers willing to go through the Golf of Aden, some Mediterranean markets are no longer 
available.  

 Impacts in Indian Ocean coastal countries: lower catches (28% reduction of the European fleet catches) 
means lower fish availability for canneries in the Indian Ocean

 IMPACTS IN CREW: 

 3.1. Advance crew retirements, ocean change request, stress.

 3.2. Worsening of living conditions on board: Night dimness, interdiction to stay on deck at night.

 3.3. Fear affection captain’s fishing decisions.  Focus not 100% on fishing any more.

 3.4. Impact of news on crew’s families: nerves and tension.



PIRACY IN INDIAN OCEAN (2)



• Many African countries have developed tuna 
industries thanks to the tuna fleet and the EU 
fisheries agreements network: Ivory Coast, 
Senegal, Madagascar, Mauritius and 
Secyhelles.

• Tuna industry (fleet and processing) generate 
more than 50.000 employments in Africa.

• African countries benefit from duty free 
access to EU market, based on ACP and now 
EPA regulations.

• That imply the strict implementation of the 
Rules of Origin set up in the EPA.

• AFRICAN ACP canning factories get their own 
supply qualifying for duty free access to the 
EU mainly from the EU fleet operating in the 
Atlantic and Indian Ocean (French and 
Spanish).

THE TUNA INDUSTRY 
IN AFRICA
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INTERNATIONAL 
MANAGEMENT OF FLEET 

FAO Code of conduct for responsible and sustainable  
fisheries (1995) and in particular the International 
Action Plan for the Management of Fishing Capacity, 
2000: prevent or eliminate excess fishing capacity.

It is a voluntary code.

Its PRIORITY is t h e  MANAGEMENT OF FISHING 
CAPACITY IN CASES where already unequivocally 
exists OVERFISHING, WHICH IS NOT THE CASE for the 
tropical tunas. 

Management models from specific problematic 
fisheries such as Bluefin tuna are transposed to other 
different fisheries by ignorance or mere 
simplification.
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The European fleet has virtually no access to the Ocean Pacific, the 
largest production area tuna the world.

In the Atlantic ocean a considerable reduction of EU fleet has taken 
place.Catches on YF by EU PS have decreased significantly. Also SK / 
BE.

ICCAT has limited fishing effort  on yellowfin to 1992 harvesting 
levels, limitation which is complied by far by the EU fleet. There is 
also a limitation on the number of vessels 34 (year 2005) while the 
active EU PS fleet fishing in the Atlantic is 24 vessels. No management 
measures required for skipjack tuna.

Unlike other oceans, TROPICAL TUNA CATCHES BY EU FLEET IN THE 
ATLANTIC HAVE DECREASED NEAR 40% since the 90's. Considerable 
improvement of stocks.

TROPICAL TUNA FLEET 
CAPACITY IN THE 
ATLANTIC OCEAN
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STATUS OF TROPICAL TUNA SPECIES SATISFACTORY 
(FAO). Lack of concern for the skipjack and 
substantial improvement in Yellowfin.
30% REDUCTION OF EFFORT AND CATCHES OF 
YELLOWFIN TUNA AND SKIPJACK IN RECENT YEARS. 
PS and LL have left the ocean due to the Somali 
piracy. 
The IOTC has frozen fishing capacity of the PS fleet 
since 2006, exception for development plans by 
coastal countries.
There are only 40 purse seiners but about 4,000 other 
gears vessels operating in IO. Difficulty to estimate 
the fishing capacity.  

TROPICAL TUNA FLEET 
CAPACITY IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN
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 Based on incorrect premises: OVER EXPLOITATION OF 
ALL FISHERY RESOURCES. This is not the case of 
tropical tuna (the European Commission itself tends to 
apply this diagnosis to all European fisheries without 
distinction: proposed CFP reform for 2013).
 EMPHASIS ON REDUCING OR FREEZING FLEET EMPHASIS ON REDUCING OR FREEZING FLEET 
CAPACITY OF THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES CAPACITY OF THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES (Kobe III 
Recommendation), countries which are usually the 
most compliant with RFMOs management measures.

 Mask expropriation of historical fishing rights and 
promote transfer of fleet to emerging countries 
without any guarantee of compliance. FOSTERING THE FOSTERING THE 
FOCs FLAGFOCs FLAG.

CRITICS TO CURRENT 
MANAGEMENT  MODELS
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COMPETITIVE DISADVANTAGES E.U. / FOREIGN 
VESSEL

The cost of running a EU vessel due to the implementation of the highest 
operation standards (social, sanitary, fishing, corporate, etc) constitute a 
significant competitive disadvantage for EU tuna operators in relation with 
third country operators, mainly from Asian countries and South America 
(Taiwan, Korea, Philippines, etc). The current cero (0) custom tariff for 
imports of tuna raw material from these countries into the EU market 
represents an unfair advantage and should be eliminated to protect the 
extractive industry, but in the meantime it is imperative  to mantain 
financial compensation for producer organizations (EU Market Regulation 
104/2000).



 Besides the increasing pressure from NGOs, EU Tropical Tuna Purse seine fishery is 
the most sustainable and the operator fully cooperate with the RFMOs and will go 
beyond the sustainable environment criteria and will work the social and economic 
sustainability in the ACP region.

 Although the bycatch of the EU PS fleet is one of the lowest in all fisheries, tuna 
industry is making efforts to coordinate and improve their actions towards the 
minimization of the impact of tuna fishing in the environment. 

 The fleet is engaged in numerous research initiatives and collaboration with the 
scientific bodies (AZTI, IEO, IFREMER, ISSF) to mitigate possible adverse effects of 
current techniques and to explore solutions: new design of FADs, MADE European 
project, EcoFaD, Selectun, 

• European organizations are members of the International Sustainability Seafood 
Foundation (ISSF) Vessel Committee.

• ACTIONS THROUGH:
• ISSF COMITMENTS.
• RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY PROJECTS TO REDUCE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

SUSTAINABILITY OF THE EU 
TOPICAL TUNA INDUSTRY

BEST 
FISHING 
PRACTICES



 APPLY A SINGLE MODEL FOR MANAGING CAPACITY TO ALL FISHERIES AND 
OCEANS IS A SIMPLIFICATION.

 At present TROPICAL TUNA STOCKS are HEALTHY especially in the 
oceans where the European fleet operates (Atlantic and Indian).

 The European fleet has been reduced significantly since 90s (no 
overcapacity in the European PS fleet and do need a constant renewal).

 EU FLEET HAS A VERY STRICT REGULATORY AND TRANSPARENT 
FRAMEWORK. FISHING PRACTICES APPLY HIGHEST STANDARD IN THE 
WORLD FOR SUSTAINABLE FISHING. In contrast high operating costs due 
to the implementation of the highest operation standards.

 The EUROPEAN UNION NEEDS INPUT OF RAW MATERIAL FROM 
SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES for canning factories (consumption of 700,000 
tons in Europe and the Spanish industry in 2009 produced 354,000 tons).

 The maritime and auxiliary industry (Shipyards) is deeply rooted in 
Spain and creates a good number of jobs.

CONCLUSIONS 



•Promote the long term sustainability of the tropical tuna with 
measures that favor the CONTINUITY AND RENEWAL of tuna fleets 
operating under the highest standard for sustainable fishing, 
registered in countries WITH A CERTIFIED RECORD of COMPLIANCE 
with RFMOs CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES.
•In the European context, EU must design a POLICY SPECIFIC TO THE
TROPICAL TUNA SEGMENT, with measures that favor the continuity of 
this fleet under European flag and its presence in external waters 
with MORE and functional FISHERIES AGREEMENTS. 
•Remove EU general policy regarding new entries of tuna fishing 
vessels, subjected to the capacity and quotas existing for the EU 
fleet in each RFMO. 
•FTAs and EPAs signed by EU with countries of other regions, like the 
Pacific, threathens the viability of EU and ACP African countries in the 
short and medium term.
•The European commercial policy must be coherent with the EU 
sustainability fishery policies. GLOBAL SOURCING FOR PNG MUST BE 
URNGTLY REMOVED.

RECOMENDATIONS



THANK YOU
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