
 
MORE EUROPE - Culture in EU’s External Relations – A Civic Initiative 
 
MORE EUROPE – this sounds like a strange paradox in times of crisis; yet, it is the only answer. 
MORE EUROPE – this is what citizens expect according to all polls: Europe needs to shape 
globalization actively, and in a sustainable way, instead of being torn into it. MORE EUROPE – this 
also means speaking with one strong voice – to finally develop a clear foreign policy; and to act 
‘European’ in it, following our values, aware of our experience, in dialogue, as partners. MORE 
EUROPE – this means also more interaction and communication between people and peoples and 
media of all societies of all continents; listening, sharing and inspiring in mutual relations; nurturing 
diversity, and reinforcing cooperation. Many problems can only be solved together. Let us use our ‘soft 
power’! (MORE) EUROPE has a lot of soft power to offer and strong values to project/to spread. It 
embraces culture,  arts, people to people relations, the ability to critique, and to imagine a  common 
‘wealth’, a better future for all. EUROPE needs a modern public and cultural diplomacy.  
 
Yet, in ‘real life’ processes take time. Time Europe doesn’t have when it comes to economy, 
efficiency, democracy, trust, coherent foreign relations, security, soft power. What will be the outcome 
of the respective EP’s Culture Committee’s Report? Of the Agenda for Culture Pillar three? Of the 
many conferences and expert groups on culture in external relations?  
 
Civil society organisations and national cultural institutes have taken the initiative. We believe 
that culture – in its broadest sense – plays an important role in ‘soft power policies’. Cultural relations 
are fundamental drivers of economic, social and sustainable human development. They play a crucial 
role in strengthening civil society capacity and reinforcing democratisation processes, conflict 
prevention/reconciliation, they build trust, and pave the way for intercultural cooperation in difficult 
settings. We believe that modern diplomacy requires new thinking and skills to face change. A new 
European approach towards external relations, based on the promotion of fundamental values, two-way 
dialogue. To this regard,  the recognition of the role of civil society is urgently needed.  
 
MORE EUROPE is a cultural civic initiative whose objective is to highlight and reinforce the role 
of culture in the EU’s external relations. Its main features are: 

 highly visible research-based public debates and an advocacy/media campaign in Brussels 
as well as in EU Member States; 

 active advocacy for more and coherent cultural cooperation in the EU´s external relations 
policies: we advocate for appropriate structures, instruments and resources, for 
responsible and visible coordination within the European institutions: the European External 
Action Service (EEAS), DG Education and Culture,  development cooperation (DEVCO) and 
others; 

 building of a resource bank of best practices to illustrate the role and potential of culture in 
advancing European foreign policy goals going beyond traditional cultural diplomacy; 

 development of (thematic) focus and an initial geographical approach to culture in the EU’s 
external relations. 

MORE EUROPE will be launched at a high profile event in Brussels on 8th December 2011. It will 
continue with a series of public debates and media partnerships until December 2012. 
 
Partners 
The public-private alliance consists of foundations, civic networks and national cultural institutes. Core 
by now: European Cultural Foundation, Fritt Ord Foundation, Goethe Institute (coordination point), 
British Council, Institut Français, Danish Cultural Institute, Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen/IFA. We 
expect new and more partners to join soon. Sana Ouchtati is managing the process for the alliance 
that seeks cooperation with others like the European Policy Centre (EPC) and debate houses and 
networks. EUNIC, the EU network of national institutes for culture is a key liaison partner. 
Contact: Sana.Ouchtati@bruessel.goethe.org 
 
Patrons: MORE EUROPE is going to be supported by a range of wise personalities as patrons. Franz 
Fischler, former Commissioner, was the first to join.  
 
Gottfried Wagner, advisor, Contact: gottfried.wagner7@gmail.com  
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