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A delegation MEPs from the Employment and Social Affairs committee in 
Copenhagen on 24 and 25 November to discuss the priorities of the Danish EU 
Presidency

A delegation of MEPs from the Employment and Social Affairs committee were in 
Copenhagen on 24 and 25 November in the context of the Danish Presidency 
which will come into office during the first semester of 2012. Structural funds, 
quality jobs for young persons and a new health and safety strategy at work, were 
among the priorities discussed.

MEPs met with Minister for Employment, Mette Frederiksen, and Minister for Social 
Affairs and Integration, Karen Haekkerup, the Confederation of Danish Employers, the 
Danish Confederation of Trade Unions and Members of Parliament committees.

Structural funds and programmes in the field of social policy

The new proposals on the European Social Fund (ESF), the European Globalisation 
Adjustment Fund (EGF) and the Programme for Social Change and Innovation for the 
period 2014-2020, in the current economic and budgetary context, were among the 
priorities discussed. The committee has planned to adopt its first-reading before the 
summer. MEPs welcome the establishment of a 25% of the total cohesion funds 
allocated to the ESF, the simplification of the funds and their link to the Europe 2020 
objectives. However, they expressed grave concerns regarding macroeconomic 
conditionality, establishing a tighter link between cohesion policy and economic 
governance, which would impose a double penalty on regions and people already in 
difficulties. On the European Globalisation Fund they referred to the imbalance between 
the amount of funds allocated to farmers and those allocated to employees affected by 
globalisation or the economic and financial crisis.

Health and safety at work

MEPs called for a new health and safety strategy at work after 2013 and discussed a 
directive aiming at protecting workers from electromagnetic fields whilst taking into 
account concerns expressed by some stakeholders, in particular in the health sector 
using MRI (magnetic resonance technology). The committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs has planned to adopt the legislation before the end of April 2012, date of entry 
into force of the outdated Directive from 2004.

Youth employment

The eradication of poverty, by meeting the EU 2020 target, and the fight of youth 
unemployment were also at the centre of issues that need to be addressed by the 
Danish presidency. MEPs called the Presidency to promote at European level the 
linkage between investment in vocational training, education and quality jobs for young 
persons.

The delegation led by the Chair of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee 
Pervenche Bérès (S-D, FR) is composed by the political groups coordinators Csaba Öry 



(EPP, HU),  Alejandro Cercas (S-D, ES) as well as Csaba Sógor (EPP, RO), Ole 
Christensen (S&D, DK) and Emilie Turunen (Greens/EFA, DK)
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