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Expertise requested by the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
 

 
Studies 

 
Study 'Comparison of 
monetary policy strategies 
of major central banks' 
 
(April 2009) 

This study gives a comprehensive overview of the evolution of 
modern central banking strategies followed by a thorough debate of 
the monetary policy strategy of the European Central Bank. It 
compares the strategy of the ECB with that of eight other central 
banks (Federal Reserve, Bank of Japan, Bank of England, Riksbank 
of Sweden, Reserve Bank of New Zealand, Bank of Estonia, Czech 
National Bank, People's Bank of China). The authors suggest 
reforms in goals, institutional arrangements and monetary 
instruments of the ECB. Despite the comparative success of the euro 
as an international currency, the present financial crisis has 
uncovered some flaws in the functioning of the ECB. However, 
these can be put in order by drawing appropriate conclusions from 
the comparative analysis in this study.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25351 
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Study 'Accountability and 
transparency in central 
banking' 
 
(March 2009) 

The study discusses the relationship between accountability and 
transparency in central banking and the role and scope of 
parliamentary scrutiny. Special attention is given to the 
consequences of the current crisis for this area. For the authors, the 
current crisis shows that price stability alone is not sufficient for 
financial stability. They therefore argue that preserving financial 
stability should become a second primary objective for the European 
Central Bank (ECB), which should be given the appropriate tools to 
prevent the re-emergence of excessive credit creation and leverage. 
The study gives recommendations for the current situation as well as 
for the longer term. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24931 
Study 'The impact of the 
rulings of the European 
Court of Justice in the area 
of direct taxation' 
 
(March 2008) 

Over recent years, the influence of EC law on the Members States’ 
direct tax systems has drawn growing attention from European 
institutions, national governments, tax specialists and the media. The 
focus of this attention has been less on the adoption of European 
legislation in this area, than on the development of the case-law of 
the European Court of Justice in direct tax matters. The current 
study analyses in some detail the case law of the Court in direct 
taxation together with its impacts in the Member States tax systems. 
One of its central conclusions is that further progress towards a 
coordination of the national direct tax systems should be made in 
order to remove remaining obstacles to the achievement of the 
Internal market. The case-law method has various limitations, 
among which the fact that it is slow, expensive, often influenced by 
individual situations and thus not always predictable 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19994 

Study on 'Financial 
Supervision and Crisis 
management in the EU' 
 
( December 2007) 

This study analyzed the causes and effects of the crisis in the 
financial system and proposes solutions for supervisors and a crisis 
management system. The main contention in the study is to 
challenge the Originate, Rate and Relocate model in banking, as well 
as a lack of control on the systemic characteristics of the system. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19191 

Study on Hedge Funds and 
Financial Stability 
 
(November 2007) 

The role of hedge funds in the financial system is analyzed, and the 
study analyzes whether or not hedge funds contribute to market 
volatility. Different hedge funds are analyzed in the context, as well 
as the function and role played by prime brokers as suppliers of 
credit to hedge funds. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18659 

Study on Hedge Funds: 
Transparency and Conflict 
of interest 
 
(November 2007) 

The hedge fund industry has been at the forefront of the political 
agenda yet a reputation for secretiveness and rapid growth have led 
to the industry needing a detailed analyses which this study aims to 
do. Suggestions are made for regulators on how to achieve greater 
transparency and the possible effects are discussed. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18808 
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Study on Private equity 
and leveraged buy-outs 
 
(November 2007) 

The study looks at a range of questions related to the social and 
economic consequences of Private Equity and Leveraged Buy-Outs. 
The study seeks to add to the debate surrounding this topic to 
present arguments based on data collected by the HEC-INSEAD 
buy-out database which analyzes over 5000 transactions worldwide. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18809 

Study 'The implementation 
of the Integrated 
Guidelines during the 
2006/2007 policy cycle' 
 
(March 2007) 

The purpose of this study is to examine the implementation of the 
Lisbon strategy in the 2006/07 cycle. It offers an assessment of 
economic trends, assesses the procedures and the progress of the 
programmes at Community and Member State levels, considers 
options for development of the strategy and puts forward a series of 
recommendations. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16960 
Study 'The impact of the 
new Financial Services 
framework including a 
main report and detailed 
EU 27 country reports  
 
( March 2007) 

This study aimed to give an overview of the the EU 27 financial 
system looked like after completion of the Financial Services Action 
Plan implemented by the Commission from 1995 to 2005. A detailed 
country by country analysis complements the main report which 
summarises and provides an overview. Important directives such as 
Mifid and CRD are analyzed and their effects on the market 
commented upon. As the study was conducted at an early stage, 
some FSAP measures had not yet been implemented however the 
value of this study lies in its early appearance giving indicators of 
the market situation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16951 

Study 'The implementation 
of the Integrated 
Guidelines during the 
2005/2006 policy cycle' 
 
(September 2006) 

The Lisbon Strategy had ambitious objectives, however, the widely-
held view is that the strategy as launched at the European Council in 
Lisbon in 2000 failed to deliver. A re-launch was therefore agreed at 
the 2005 Spring European Council, and the different elements of the 
new strategy have been put into place over the remainder of 2005 
and early 2006. The 2005/2006 study therefore focuses on the 
content of the re-launched strategy and explains how the economic 
governance of the Union has been changed by it. The study gives 
clear conclusions and recommendations for Parliament. Among 
others, the author urges Parliament to intensify its efforts to raise the 
quality of public debate on economic reform and to mobilise other 
stakeholders. 
 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/
econ_2006_27_pe373.610.pdf  
Study 'Effects of the 
proposed directive on 
services in the internal 
market on tax collection 
and tax revenue in EU 
Member States' 
 
(February 2005) 

This study focuses on potential effects of the Services Directive on 
tax collection and tax revenue in the EU member states with regard 
to corporate income taxes (CIT), communal business taxes, and 
value added tax (VAT). The study concentrates on three focal 
points: First, potential implications for the place of value added 
taxation of cross-border transactions and VAT fraud. Second, 
potential implications for company taxation. And third, implications 
for the decision-making process in the area of taxation at the 
European level. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=8899  
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Monetary Dialogues 
 

Monetary Dialogue of Topics covered by the Monetary Experts Panel 
March 2009 1. Implications of the current crisis for euro zone 

enlargement 
2. What role for the ECB on financial market 
supervision? 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_27_pe416.219.pdf 

January 2009 1. Danger of deflation or stagflation? 
2. How to restructure the international financial 
architecture? 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_26_pe416.202.pdf 

December 2008 1. The rationale for and against expanding central 
bank eligible collateral in times of distress 
2.   Crisis management in the EU 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_04_pe408.586.pdf 

September 2008 1. How much inevitable US-euro area interdependence 
is there in monetary policy? 
2. Are we experiencing a new (and lasting) upward 
shift in inflation? 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_03_pe408.553.pdf 

June 2008 1. Safeguarding the General Support for Monetary 
Policy in Economic Distress 
2. International Role of the Euro 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_02_pe408%20542.pdf 

March 2008 1. Separating Price Stability and Lender of Last Resort 
Objectives 
2. Inflation Targeting 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_01_pe404.889.pdf 

December 2007 1. Impact of Globalization on Inflation 
2. Developments in the Real Estate Sector 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2007_07_pe404.895.pdf 

October 2007 1. The Implications of the Reform Treaty 
2. Criteria for Monetary Union Accession 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2007_06_pe385.668.pdf 

June 2007 1. Financial Stability and the Role of the Central Bank 
2. The Exchange Rate Policy of the ECB 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/pe385643_en.pdf 
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March 2007 1. Monetary Policy Transmission Channels in the EU 
and the USA 
2. Wage Setting and Price Stability 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/MoD_Compilation_Mar07.pdf 

December 2006 1. Productivity and Growth Potential: Monetary Policy 
in the EMU 
2. High M3 Growth and Low Inflation 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/pe382168_en.pdf 

October 2006 1. Diverging Competitiveness 
2. Hedge Funds and Financial Stability 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/10_OCT_monetary_dialogue_oct_06_briefing_papers_and_summary.pdf 

June 2006 1. Appointment of Central Bankers 
2. Number and Prioritization of Central Bank 
Objectives 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/MoD_Compilation_Jun06.pdf 

February 2006 1. New Member States Joining the Euro Zone 
2. ECB Interest Rate Policy and Expectations 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/sh
ared/poldepa/econ_monetary/MoD_Compilation_Feb06.pdf 

November 2005 1. Review of the Monetary Dialogue and the Working 
of the Monetary Panel of Experts 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/MoD_Compilation_Nov05.pdf 

September 2005 1. Divergencies in Macroeconomic Indicators in the 
Euro Area 
2. State of Convergence of New ERM II Members 
3. Rising House Prices 
4. Shifting the Tax Burden from Direct to Indirect Tax 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/MoD_Compilation_Sep05.pdf 

May 2005 1. Opinion on a Reformed Stability and Growth Pact 
2. Fiscal Indiscipline 
3. Euro Area Growth Rates vs. Non-Euro Area 
4. Conduct of Monetary Policy in the Main Areas 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/MoD_Compilation_May05.pdf 

February 2005 1. Excess Liquidity in the Euro Area 
2. Six Years of Single Monetary Policy 
3. The Price of Oil and Monetary Policy 
4. Effects of Enlargement on the Euro Zone  

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/MoD_Compilation_Feb05.pdf 
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Briefing notes 
 

Briefing note on 'Cross-Border Financial 
Institutions in the EU: Analysis of Total 
Assets and Ultimate Ownership' 
 
(July 2008) 

This briefing contains information and in-depth 
analysis of cross-border activity and systemic 
presence of the top 100 largest financial groups in 
the EU. In the tables and annexes is assembled 
both a differentiated presentation of the largest 
groups within EU 27 (Tables 1-5) as well as more 
country-specific analysis (Tables 6-8, Annex I). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=2215
1 

Briefing note on an 'Overview of EU rules 
applicable to EEA/EFTA countries in 
financial services, competition and 
taxation' 
 
(November 2008) 

An overview of the areas covered by the 
EEA/EFTA agreement and how the decision-
making process works, in the area of competence 
of the ECON Committee. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_24_pe408.579.pdf 

Briefing note on 'Hedge Funds' 
 
 
 
 
 
(August 2007) 

An overview of different types of Hedge Funds is 
given and the most common forms and techniques 
they use. The aim of the paper was to give first 
basic information to get acquainted with the topic. 
Explanations of the characteristics, investment 
strategies and market impact as well as existing 
regulation are given. The paper is completed by a 
glossary of frequent technical terms (annex I) and 
an overview on regulation of hedge funds in 
selected countries (annex II). 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/Briefing_Hedge_%20Funds_2007.pdf 
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Delegation briefings 
 

Delegation to Sweden: 
Economic and Financial Policy Briefing 
 
(April 2009) 

The report assesses the Swedish economy and 
attempts to reflect the priorities during the current 
crisis. It describes i.a. how the Swedish economy is 
hit by the global downturn. Remarks on financial 
services focus on the resilience of Swedish bank 
during the crisis. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2009_01_pe416.222.pdf 

Delegation to the Czech Republic: 
Economic Policy Brief 
 
(November 2008) 

The report summarises current developments in the 
Czech economy, covering the macroeconomic 
issues facing the Czech economy as well as a 
general overview on financial services. Remarks on 
the general economic situation concerning on 
inflationary pressures and the prospects for the 
euro adaption are followed by information on the 
taxation reform package 2007-2008. Information 
on financial services emphasise questions on cross-
boarder supervision. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_23_pe408.580.pdf 

Delegation to Russia: 
Economic Policy and Financial Services 
Brief 
 
(September 2009) 

The paper aims to provide a brief overview of the 
Russian economy, with a special focus on current 
events around the financial crisis, covering the 
macroeconomic causes and consequences as well 
as a general overview on financial services. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/environment/ec
on_2008_14_pe408.557.pdf 

Delegation to France: 
Economic Policy Analysis 
 
(May 2008) 

The report assesses the French economy focusing 
on macroeconomic issues such as monetary policy, 
labour market and competitiveness. Information is 
supplemented by remarks on taxation (French 
positions on EU tax policies) financial services, 
taxation and French views on industry and 
competition. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_08_pe404.900.pdf 

Delegation to Slovakia; en route to the 
Euro zone 
 
 
(April 2008) 

The report assesses the Slovak economy with a 
view to analyze Slovakia's entry into the Euro zone 
before the publication by the ECB and the 
Commission of a paper regarding the fulfilment of 
the convergence criteria. In the report an analysis is 
provided of compliance with the convergence 
criteria 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2008_06_pe404.892.pdf 

7

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/econ_2009_01_pe416.222.pdf
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/econ_2009_01_pe416.222.pdf
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/econ_2008_23_pe408.580.pdf
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/econ_2008_23_pe408.580.pdf
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/environment/econ_2008_14_pe408.557.pdf
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/environment/econ_2008_14_pe408.557.pdf
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/econ_2008_08_pe404.900.pdf
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/econ_2008_08_pe404.900.pdf
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/econ_2008_06_pe404.892.pdf
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/econ_2008_06_pe404.892.pdf


Delegation to Slovenia: Economic Policy 
Review 
 
(November 2007) 

The report assesses the political and economic 
situation after entry into the euro zone. On the 
topic of financial services, the insurance sector is 
covered. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/sh
ared/poldepa/econ_monetary/econ_2007_28.pdf 

Delegation to Japan: Economic Policy 
Review 
 
(October 2007) 

This report focuses on macroeconomic issues and 
financial services. On the economic side an 
analysis is made of the government debt as well as 
the fiscal problem in the aftermath of the 1990's 
depression. A part on financial services covers the 
issues of Japanese banks' bad debt portfolio and the 
big bang of the Japanese financial markets and its 
aftermath. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2007_21.pdf 

Delegation to Bulgaria: Economic Policy 
Review 
 
(September 2007) 

The report provides an assessment of the Bulgarian 
economy focussing on macroeconomics, financial 
services and the impact of corruption. Particular 
topics include some sections on growth, the trade 
deficit, inflation and fiscal policy. In financial 
services attention is placed on the fact that 
Bulgaria is dominated by foreign banks 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2007_23_pe385.661.pdf 

Delegation to Romania: Economic Policy 
Review 
 
(September 2007) 

The report focuses on macroeconomic issues, 
corruption and financial services. On the economic 
front a particular focus is dedicated to the strong 
domestic demand which is fuelling the current 
account deficit. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/econ_2007_22_pe385.660.pdf 

Delegation to Portugal: Lessons from the 
run-up to EMU membership and how 
to cope with it today  
 
(May 2007) 

The report aims to provide an assessment of the 
Portuguese economy focussing on macroeconomic 
issues, especially the lessons from the adjustment 
process toward euro adoption. Furthermore, other 
topical issues in the competence area of ECON, 
such as financial services, are addressed. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/Portugal_delegation_Jun07.pdf 

Delegation to China: Rebalancing 
Growth and Managing Transition 
 
(November 2006) 

The report provides a comprehensive analysis of 
the state of the Chinese economy at the end of 
2006. Apart from a general macroeconomic 
assessment, it includes analyses of crucial linkages 
with the European Union, most notably in trade 
and financial services.  

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/China_delegation_Nov06.pdf 
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Delegation to Germany: Macroeconomic 
Assessment 
 
(November 2006) 

In this report on the German economy, important 
policy challenges most notably in the 
macroeconomy rise to the forefront. The report 
addresses especially the German public finances 
and the state of the labour market, in addition to 
the traditional assessment of all policy areas with 
the competence of ECON.  

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/Germany_delegation_Nov06.pdf 

Delegation to Finland: Achievements and 
Challenges of the Finnish Economy 
 
(June 2006) 

In this report, the Finnish economy is analyzed in a 
comprehensive manner, taking most notably a 
historical perspective, attempting to understand the 
evolution of policies in this Northern-most EU 
Member State. All policy areas under the remit of 
ECON are analyzed. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/Finland_delegation_Jun06.pdf 

Delegation to Lithuania: On its Way to 
the Euro Area 
 
(November 2005) 

In this report, the Maastricht convergence criteria 
are described against the background of Lithuania’s 
(then) possible adoption of the euro. Some practical 
concerns in Lithuania as regards the adoption of the 
euro are described together with some measures 
designed to help Lithuania in the change-over. The 
report also highlights some important aspects 
regarding the financial services sector in Lithuania. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary
/Lithuania_delegation_Nov05.pdf 

 
 

 
Compilation of briefing notes 

 
Compilation on 'Economic Recovery 
Packages in EU Member States' 
 
(January 2009) 

Compilation of briefing papers analyzing 
economic recovery packages in EU Member 
States, written by ECON's panel of monetary 
policy experts, including also a contribution by 
Bruegel estimating the size (in % of GDP) of the 
fiscal stimuli in Member States, and comparing 
these to China and the US. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studiesCom/download.do?file=21415 
 
Compilation on 'Banking Rescue Measures 
in EU Member States' 
 
(January 2009) 

Compilation of briefing papers analyzing banking 
rescue measures in EU Member States in the face 
of the financial crisis written mainly by ECON's 
panel of financial services experts. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24288 
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Compilation of briefing papers by the 
Financial Services Panel on Hedge Funds 
 
 
(October 2007) 

ECON's financial services panel responded to two 
topics; one was regarding the regulatory and 
governance aspects for hedge funds, comparing 
the EU to other jurisdictions; and the second 
concerned risk issues related to hedge funds in 
view of the credit crunch impact and the rights of 
investors. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_
monetary/Financial_Services_Experts_Panel_Roundtable.pdf 

 
 

 
Workshop Reports 

 
Workshop compilation 'The Financial 
Crisis and its impact on Euro Adoption' 
 
(February 2009) 

Summary (presentations and briefing notes) of an 
ECON workshop organized to evaluate the ongoing 
impact of the financial crisis on the euro adoption 
strategies in New Member States of the EU. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24477 

Workshop compilation ' Consumer 
Protection' 
 
(January 2009) 

This workshop focussed on two issues: firstly, a look 
at whether financial institutions focussed too much on 
shareholder return and therefore disadvantaged 
consumer stakeholders and secondly, what measures 
might be available to consumers in the case of 
malpractice, and the role of supervisors. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24559 

Workshop compilation 'Credit Rating 
Agencies' and Briefing papers by the 
Financial Services Panel 
 
(December 2008) 

The workshop focussed on the European framework for 
credit rating agencies; supervision and enforcement as 
well as organisational requirements and operating 
conditions were discussed in the light of the proposal 
by the Commission to regulate credit rating agencies 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24555 

Workshop compilation 'Savings Tax 
Directive' 
 
(December 2008) 

The workshop concentrated on the review of the current 
and proposed regime of savings taxation in the 
European Union. Experts from the academia, European 
Commission, OECD, Member States and NGOs were 
heard. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24691 
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Workshop compilation 'The review of  
CRD'  and Briefing notes and Impact 
Assessment of the Commission's Impact 
assessment' 
(November 2008) 

The compilation presents the workshop presentations as 
well as briefings by the Financial Services Panel and an 
Impact Assessment on the CRD amendments as 
proposed by the Commission. Specific topics discussed 
in the briefing papers included a look at the retention 
charge in securitisation; a discussion on the proposed 
changes on hybrid capital and finally the liquidity  
freeze due to the credit crisis and the proposed changes 
in CRD. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24551 

Workshop compilation 'Review of 
UCITS' 
(September 2008) 

The workshop focussed on the proposed UCITS IV 
legislation; with special attention on the KII, the 
management passport, in the first part. The second part 
dealt with the future of UCITS as a trademark and the 
role of supervision. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/e
con_2008_12_pe408.560.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'The Financial 
Crisis' 
 
(June 2008) 

The workshop was particularly focussed on the context  
and causes of the financial crisis, looking closely at 
issues in risk management, corporate governance in 
financial institutions and then analyzing the role of 
central banks and supervisors as well as the proposals 
from the Financial Stability Forum to improve the 
market. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24555 

Workshop compilation 'Solvency II - 
Group Supervision' 
 
 
 
 
 
(4 June 2008) 

The concept of group supervision was one of the most 
discussed issues in the Solvency II proposal. The 
workshop looked at the planned rules first from a 
supervisory point of view focussing how a group 
supervisor and solo supervisors will communicate and 
work together under the new regime. Representatives of 
supervisors in favour and criticising the new approach 
discussed fears and opportunities. Secondly the issue of 
group support was addressed from the point of view of 
holding companies as well as subsidiaries. Legal status 
of the group support declaration and legal impediments 
to it were discussed as well as the enforcement and 
swiftness of the capital transfer itself. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/e
con_2008_09_ep408.561.pdf 
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Workshop compilation 'Valuation 
problems in Models for Solvency II' 
 
 
 
(26. March 2008) 

This short workshop focussed on the technical 
problem of valuation in models which is a basic issue 
not only in the rules for supervising banks and 
insurance companies but also a crucial point in the 
financial crisis. The first session therefore dealt with 
the financial crisis and how the volatility and the 
liquidity affect hybrid instruments. The second 
session looked at the impact on the balance sheet and 
focused especially questions rising up in the 
discussion of the Solvency II proposal. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/
econ_2008_07_ep408.585.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'A critical 
analysis of the workings of the 
Lamfalussy procedure' 
 
(January 2008) 

The workshop focussed on practical experiences 
using the Lamfalussy Procedure, as experienced by 
regulators and practitioners; looking in the first 
session at the interaction between Level 1 and Level 
2 and transposition issues, and gold plating; In the 
second session issues of regulatory convergence were 
discussed. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_
monetary/Workings_of_the_Lamfalussy_procedure.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'VAT - Current 
Issues of Interest' 
 
(January 2008) 

The two sessions of the workshop covered VAT 
fraud and VAT rates. The first session on VAT fraud 
included the analysis of the present situation as well 
as ways forward to fight VAT fraud more effectively. 
The second session discussed the rationale behind 
reduced and differentiated VAT rates in the single 
market and the current regime of derogations, taking 
into account, amongst others, the Commission 
communication of 5 July 2007  COM(2007) 380). 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/
econ_2007_24_pe400.993.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'Hedge Funds 
and Private Equity' 
 
(November 2007) 
 
 

This workshop was 'in camera' due to the sensitivity 
of the subject. The workshop had three themes; hedge 
funds and financial stability; transparency and 
conflict of interest and lastly private equity and 
leveraged buy-outs; the workshop was followed by a 
presentation of the three authors of the studies on 
Private Equity and Hedge Funds which are listed in 
the studies section in this listing above published in 
November 2007. 

As this workshop was in camera, the compilation is only available to MEPs and European 
Parliament employees, upon request to Policy Department A. 
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Workshop compilation 'Clearing and 
Settlement and Target2 Securities' 
 
(April 2007) 
 
 

This workshop was organized around three sessions, 
two of them dealing with the policy challenges and 
future design regarding Clearing & Settlement 
(C&S), one session on the framework, risks and 
regulation and another session on the views of the 
business and competition aspects. In a final session, 
the related issue of the proposed regime of Target2-
Securities was discussed.  

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/
pe385635_en.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'Solvency II' 
 
(February 2007) 
 
 

This workshop was the first in a series of workshops 
on Solvency II. It focused on a first assessment of the 
issues involved in all major areas and from as many 
perspectives as possible. Reconciling the needs of 
different industry segments, reinsurance &risk 
mitigation, supervision & audit as well as consumer 
issues were discussed at this very comprehensive 
workshop. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/
pe385640_en.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'FSAP on the 
integration of EU financial services, who 
is gaining from it?' 
 
(January 2007) 
 

The workshop focussed on the FSAP process after 
publication of the White Paper from the Commission. 
Issues raised were the benefits or not, of European 
integration: competition failures and market dominant 
positions as well as access to finance and consumer 
protection. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/
FSAP_WS_Jan07.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'IFRS IASB' 
 
(November 2006) 

The workshop focussed on governance issues and the 
role of the IASB and looked at neutrality and the 
structure of the IASB. Secondly the impact on SME's 
and competitiveness of IFRS rulings was examined. 
Lastly issues of transatlantic convergence, and 
consistence and comparability especially on the topic 
of fair value were also examined. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/
pe385629_en.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'Economic 
Impact of Rising Oil Prices' 
 
(June 2006) 

At a time of high and rising oil prices, this workshop 
discussed the macroeconomic and microeconomic 
consequences of rising oil prices as well as the 
implications for financial stability. Also, 
competitiveness and taxation and the geopolitics and 
security of supply aspects were on the agenda.  

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/
Oil%20Prices%20Workshop.pdf 
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http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/Oil%20Prices%20Workshop.pdf


 
Workshop compilation 'Damages Actions 
for Breach of EC Antitrust Rules ' 
 
(June 2006) 

The three sessions of the workshop included a discussion 
of the European Commission Green Paper on Damages 
Actions for the Breach of EC Antitrust Rules 
(COM(2005)672), followed by reactions to it from an 
academic perspective as well as a general discussion of 
the Green Paper against the background of cases and 
experiences from Member States. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/eco
n_Damages_Actions_compilation_final.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'Mortgage 
Markets' 
 
(February 2006) 

The workshop covered three fundamental aspects that 
need to be raised when looking at the possibilities of a 
European Mortgage market: funding aspects for European 
portfolios in banks (liquidity, choice of product for 
hedging, collateral and geographic issues), distribution 
aspects in the retail market (voluntary code of conduct, 
mutual recognition, EU standards) and lastly regulatory 
aspects (better enforcement, the euro mortgage, foreign 
lenders in national markets). 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/Mort
gages_and_Green_Paper.pdf 

Workshop compilation 'IMF' 
 
(November 2005) 

The workshop assessed the tasks, mission and 
effectiveness of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
in the light of the international policy challenges of the 
time. Also, the issue of voting power and European (EU) 
representation (single seaat) was debated by renowned 
experts. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/econ_monetary/IM
F_WS_Dec05.pdf 

 
 

On-going studies 
 

Study on an assessment of 10 years 
FSAP 
 
Delivery September/October 2009 

An assessment in the light of the current crisis of the 
FSAP process, what could be done to improve, what failed 
and what worked. There will be a focus on several 
significant directives. 

Legal study on shareholder voting rights 
 
Delivery September 2009 

This will be a legal study on the use of shareholder voting 
rights during the general assembly of company 
shareholders. In particular, the study will focus on voting 
behaviour of large activist shareholders. The aim of this 
study will be to identify all possible problems with voting 
behaviour of the various types of large activist 
shareholders. The possible consequences for stakeholders 
like minority shareholders and management should also be 
investigated. The analysis will be backed up by giving 
concrete examples in five case studies covering five 
different countries: Belgium, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. 
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A quantitative study on the economic 
consequences of shareholder activism 
 
Delivery September 2009 

The aim of this study will be to quantify the adverse 
effect of large shareholder activism on stakeholders, 
like minority shareholders and  management on the 
industry and on the wider economy. This will be done 
through an in-depth economic analysis, including 
recommendations on how to improve the current 
situation. The study will be backed up by giving 
concrete examples in five case studies covering five 
different countries: Belgium, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.  
 

Study on Clearing and Settlement in the 
EU 
 
Delivery July 2009 

An overview of the current Clearing and Settlement 
conditions, procedures comparing with the US and 
discussing issues such as central counterparty clearing 
and OTC markets. The study is intended provide a 
critical and empirical analysis of the current 
regulatory and supervisory framework of Clearing and 
Settlement; It will also analyze if current market 
conditions in the light of the financial crisis throw to 
light issues that have not been covered by the 
Voluntary Code of Conduct.  
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Directorate-General for Internal Policies of the Union 
Directorate for Economic and Scientific Policies 
Policy Department for Economic and Scientific Policies 

 

Studies for European Parliament's   
Employment and Social Affairs Committee  

Legislative period 2004 - 2009 
Managed by the Policy Department IPOL - Directorate A 

Your contact persons in the Policy Department are: 
Moira ANDREANELLI, tel.34101 

 

Expertises requested by the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 
 

 
Studies 

 
Report on the revision 
of the procedure 
for the integrated 
guidelines  
(March 2009) 
 

European Parliament has been more closely involved into the decision 
making process on Employment Guidelines through Art. 128 (2) TEU. 
However, the tight time schedule for EP's consultation on the 
Employment Guidelines does not allow other European Institutions to 
take into account its suggestions. The report explores solutions for the 
future to improve the process and strengthen the EP's right to be 
consulted on the employment guidelines in time. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26371 

Social situation of Roma 
and their improved access 
to the labour market in the 
EU 
 
(October 2008) 

The study was prepared to support an EP own initiative report of the 
same name (rapporteur Kósáná Kovács). An analysis of the legal status 
of the Roma minority demonstrates the differences across Member 
States: some are established as citizens, others considered as asylum-
seekers/refugees or even as illegal immigrants when they cannot provide 
birth certificates or identity documents. The study confirms that Roma 
suffer from direct and indirect discrimination that impairs their access to 
employment, education as well as to social and health care. EU 
programmes (e.g. Phare, ESF) that were addressed to better integrate the 
Roma community socially and in employment appear to have been more 
focused on education and infrastructure development, mostly with top-
down approach. Relatively less investment was made either in labour 
market integration or in health protection. Case studies of Finland, Italy, 
Romania and Spain provide an overview of national policies to integrate 
the Roma.  

 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=23375 
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Cancer and in general long-
term illnesses at the 
workplace 
 
(July 2008) 

The objective is to gain better understanding of barriers, but also 
facilitators enhancing reintegration for chronically sick and absent 
workers. Appropriate and transferable interventions and approaches can 
only be designed and developed by understanding the obstacles. Cancer 
has been addressed as a specific long-term illness to delimit and 
concretise issues and proposals. The study gives an overview of 
characteristics of national legislations supporting workers with long-
term illnesses to integrate in the labour market and to regain social 
inclusion. Different schemes applied by Member States are analysed 
with a focus on level and duration of social protection of sick workers. It 
analyses of workers' wage support and previous standard of living 
during and after sick leave as well as return-to-job problems, policies 
and forms of workers' integration. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22828 

New forms of physical and 
psychosocial health risks at 
work 
 
(September 2008) 

The aim of the study is to get better understanding of the implications 
and interactions of the physical and psychosocial risks related to work 
and the workplace in order to identify whether legislative actions should 
be considered, and, if so, in which specific areas and/or for which 
specific groups (for instance age, gender, vulnerable workers, self-
employed, etc.). Risks to workers' health, for example physical 
inactivity, work intensification, work-life imbalance, an increase in 
allergies, as well as the amplified use of dangerous substances (i.e. 
nano-particles, endocrine disruptors, electromagnetic fields, etc.) and the 
impact of global epidemics have been analysed in greater detail. 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=23111 

The impact of new forms of 
labour on industrial 
relations and the evolution 
of labour law in the 
European Union 
 
(July 2008) 
 

The aim of the study is to provide an overview of the most characteristic 
and common types of non-standard contracts in the 27 EU Member 
States based on existing research, statistics and a thorough labour 
market analysis. The impact of rapidly changing developments in the 
labour market and work organisation on labour law and collective 
agreements has been addressed as well as the concept of 'Flexicurity' by 
analysing the impact of non-standard contracts on the growing gap 
between the so-called “outsiders” and “insiders” of the labour market. 
Atypical employment relations were demonstrated by three national 
case studies focusing on flexibility and security in The Netherlands, 
self-employment in Poland and fixed-term work in Spain.  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=23224 

Health Care Financing in 
the context of Social 
Security  
 
(January 2008) 
 

Health systems in the European Union perform a vital social security 
function. They mitigate both health and financial risks and make a major 
contribution to social and economic welfare. In light of various cost 
pressures, the Council of the European Union has articulated the 
challenge facing the member states as the need to secure the financial 
sustainability of their health systems without undermining the values 
these share: universal coverage, solidarity in financing, equity of access 
and the provision of high quality health care. The aim of the study is to 
contribute to addressing this challenge by examining how strengthening 
the design of health care financing can help to secure health system 
sustainability. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=20111 
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Minimum income for social 
inclusion in the EU 
 
(2007) 
 

The study focuses on schemes that guarantee sufficient resources to 
citizens, independently from social contribution, as means of contrast to 
poverty and social exclusion. Each country scheme and its role in the 
system of economic supports has been analysed to identify key issues at 
stake for European policies in the fight against poverty, by considering 
that the EP has continuously stressed the role of minimum income as a 
key instrument to prevent and combat poverty. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19891 

Impact assessment of 
Certain Aspects of the 
Working Time Directive 
 
(2007) 

The current WTD sets a maximum weekly limit of 48 hours in average over 
four months, but there are derogations relating to specific occupations and 
industrial sectors. The European Parliament proposed and confirmed in its 
second reading to increase the reference period from the current four months 
to twelve months if certain conditions are respected and at the same time to 
phase out the existing Opt-Out option which is applied in certain member 
states. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=17551 

Employment potential of 
renewable forms of energy 
and increased efficiency of 
energy use 
 
(2007) 

Environment policies contribute to job creation and social inclusion in 
the EU. Studies show that environmental policy is not a job-killer but 
instead has neutral or even mildly positive impact on the number of 
people in work. Jobs are likely to be generated in renewable energies, 
created by energy saving, building insulation projects, simulations 
concerning the impact of changes in environmental policies on 
employment (expert working groups of the OECD). Improvements in 
energy efficiency through the better insulation of the existing housing 
stock have the potential to generate significant job opportunities for 
medium and low-skilled workers.  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=16451 

Impact assessment of EU 
Directives in the field of 
'information and 
consultation' 
 
(2006) 

The report reviewed the impact of European Community Directives in the 
field of information and consultation – notably the directive on collective 
redundancies (98/59/EC), the European works council directive (94/45/EC), 
and the information and consultation directive (2002/14/EC). The latter has 
the potential to significantly improve the quality of workplace relations, but 
its coverage depends on which of the two threshold options – 50 employees 
in undertakings or 20 employees in establishments – has been adopted by 
national legislation. The second option could leave up to 35% of employees 
in manufacturing and 60% of employees in services outside the scope of the 
legislation. The Works Council directive is established with over 750 
agreements in operation. The collective dismissals directive and the related 
transfers of undertakings directive seem to be well implemented in all MS. 
They have a volume of case law, which has covered, in particular the need to 
increase the severity of sanctions to deal with case of non-compliance. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=17333 
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Impact of accession on the 
labour market of new 
Member States 
 
(2006) 

The study gives an in-depth analysis of the effects of the accession of 
the ten new Member States on their own labour market. Having 
experienced an enormous transition during the 1990ies, the overall 
employment position in these countries was better than generally 
reported. However, employment problems are related to a divergence in 
economic activities - between regions and localities, skill groups, 
foreign and domestic firms. Starting points and therefore challenges for 
individual Member States vary a great deal, for example regarding 
income levels. Deregulation and access to foreign capital are considered 
as important elements but not sufficient on its own. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=17211 

The cost of childcare in the 
EU countries 
 
(2006) 

The study provides an overview of childcare policies for children aged 0 
to 6 years in 25 EU MS and case studies in S, D, F, I, UK, HU. Beside 
the statutory maternity leave, most EU Member States have introduced 
parental leave. Duration and size of benefits vary among Member 
States. Cash and tax benefits are further resources of family and 
childcare policies. Costs and availability of childcare facilities (public 
and private) have important impacts on women's employment as well as 
on fertility rate. Scandinavian countries and France have higher take-up 
rates compared with Southern and continental European Countries. 
Furthermore, mother's participation in the labour market reduces poverty 
risk for children. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=16471 (part1) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=16472   (part 2) 
Active labour market 
policies - delivering Lisbon 
 
(2006) 

The aim of the study is to analyse best practice examples of active 
labour market policies (ALMP) in EU Member States by focusing on 
sustainability of ALMP, its cost-effectiveness and ways of covering the 
start-up costs by respecting diversity among national labour market 
policies. The functioning of the labour markets can be improved by 
increased and better targeted expenditure on training and balanced wage 
systems. Continuous training, skills upgrading and education 
demonstrate highest degree of sustainability in the long run. On-the-job-
training, well-functioning public employment service and better skills 
forecast contribute to the cost-effectiveness of ALMP. Design and costs 
of programmes as well as measures for specific target groups need to be 
considered in start-up costs. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=16395 

Impact study on relocation, 
restructuring and viability 
of the European 
Globalisation Adjustment 
Fund: The impact on 
employment working 
conditions and regional 
development. 
 
(2006) 

This report provides an analysis of relocation and restructuring in 
Europe and assesses the viability of the European Globalisation 
Adjustment Fund (EGF). The study maps the extent of restructuring 
across Europe, considers the reasons why collective redundancies 
take place and examines the social and economic effects of 
redundancy. The report points to a range of policy options for the 
EGF and its added value beyond existing EU funding streams and 
instruments and beyond the national-level redundancy support 
mechanisms in place in many Member States. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=17215 
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Social repercussions of the 
opt-out from the provisions 
of the Working Time 
Directive 
 
(2005) 

The study provides information based on existing research and 
available statistical data on the consequences of long working hours 
on family life and it also analyses the effectiveness of the proposed 
reform in achieving reconciliation of work and family life and 
analyses the compatibility of the changes in the directive with equal 
opportunities policy. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=8931 

Inclusion of social 
elements in Impact 
Assessments 
2006 
 

The study reviewed if and how social elements are taken into account in 
Impact Assessments (IA) carried out by the European Commission 
before adopting legal acts and important communications to consider the 
effects of policy proposal in the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions. Quite a few Impact Assessments did not or only marginally 
consider social elements. Many IA cases are based on general 
statements and shared assumptions concerning the relations between a 
set of social and economic elements, without any identification of 
possible social indicators able to describe the impacts expected. The 
impacts described in the IA rarely appear “specific, measurable, 
accepted, realistic and time-dependent”; statistical data, evaluation 
reports from previous or similar programmes are not systematically used 
by the IA. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24572 

 
 

Briefing notes for hearings 
 

Future Financing of Social 
Security and Pensions 
 
(2008) 

To support an EP own-initiative report the briefing note examines fiscal 
challenges posed by public pension systems. It outlines which countries 
have reformed their pension systems since 1990 and which reform 
measures have been taken. These include increases in pension age, 
changes in the way benefits are calculated and smaller pension increases 
in retirement than in the past. The social impact of these reforms on 
future pension entitlements shows a clear trend to lower pensions for 
today's workers than for past generations. The study presents projected 
public pension expenditures for EU countries, so as to analyse fiscal 
impact of pension reforms. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21415 
 
Demographic future of 
Europe 
 
(2008) 

Two briefing notes for a hearing analyse whether the demographic 
situation in EU is as alarming as it is forecasted, as well as its impact on 
birth rate, immigration, economic imbalances as regards health and 
pension systems and the principle of solidarity. 
 

EN: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21831 
FR: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21425 
DE: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21829 
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Collective agreements and 
collective bargaining: 
analysis of the impact of the 
European Court of Justice 
rulings on Laval&Viking 
 
(2008) 

The rulings of the European Court of Justice on Laval and Viking, 
Rüffert and Luxembourg and their impact on collective agreements 
models of EU Member States are at the centre of the briefing note as 
well as their impact on the four freedoms, in particular on the balance 
between the freedom to provide services and collective actions of trade 
unions. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=20835 

'The non-discrimination 
directives' 
 
(2008) 

Two briefing notes examine the formal transposition of anti-
discrimination legislation and not their effective implementation into 
national law. However, Member States should not only transpose but 
also promote the activation of transposed directives by the different 
relevant actors. The briefing notes identify vagueness and flexibility 
as main deficiency to transpose and implement the Anti-
Discrimination directives. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17951 

Economic migrant workers 
 
(2007) 

For the discussion of the general framework directive on labour 
immigration and the proposal for a directive on the conditions of entry 
and residence of highly skilled workers the EP requested two briefing 
notes to examine whether migration is an answer to the Member States' 
ageing problems and to declining working-age population. It is 
suggested that Member States should focus on high-skilled workers or a 
mix of them including the low-skilled. Further issues, as whether quotas 
by economic sector are appropriate and the impact of different 
integration policies, were looked at. Labour and social policy rights for 
third country-migrants were examined as well. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24576 

New Strategy on Health 
and Safety at work 2007-
2012 
 
(2007) 

Two briefing notes on the 'New Strategy on Health and Safety at work 
2007-2012' focus on the comparability of data and statistics in 
occupational health and safety, implementation and simplification of 
OSH directives without reducing the level of protection, targeted 
measures and whether OSH legislation is applied at global level. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24580 

Green Paper 'Modernising 
Labour Law to meet 
challenges of the 21st 
century' 
 
(2007) 

Two briefing papers examine the Green Paper 'Modernising Labour 
Law to meet challenges of the 21st century', in particular the principle of 
flexicurity and ways to balance flexibility by guaranteeing security. 
Economically dependent and temporary agency workers need special 
rights and employers need to provide good and fair working conditions. 
Active labour market policies and life-cycle approach job are important 
to stay in employment or to get a job. It can be observed that all 
references in the Green Paper to collective agreements are in the spirit 
of what role might collective agreements play in promoting the flexible 
individual employment agenda 
 

Prof. Brian Bercusson: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16575 

Prof. Ton Wilthagen: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16571 
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On-going studies 
 

The Lisbon Strategy 2000-
2010: Analysis and 
evaluation of method and 
results 
 
(available in Autumn 2009) 
 

The objective of the study is to provide an overview of the development, 
implementation and results of the Lisbon Strategy in the field of 
employment and social policies for the period of 2000 until 2008. It will 
identify and analyse its strengths and weaknesses as well as its 
instruments and methods used. 
 
 

 
The link between job 
creation, innovation, 
education and training: 
assessment of policies 
pursued at EU level 
 
(available in Autumn 2009) 
 

The aim of the study is to assess the performance of the EU in 
supporting the development of the employment potential of innovation 
and in providing the necessary skills through suitable reforms in the 
education and training sector. It will identify policy weaknesses and 
suggest possible improvements that could help enhance the impact of 
European cooperation in these fields. 
 

 
Indicators on the quality of 
the working environment 
 
(available in Autumn 2009) 
 

The study will draw up a synopsis of existing quality indicators, focus 
on analysis of strengths and weaknesses of such indicators and 
investigate if robust data are available to ensure comparability between 
Member States. 

 
Analysis of 'Social Policy 
Agendas - development 
from the 1990ies to 2010' 
 
(expected in Autumn 2009) 

The study will provide an overview of Social Agendas since late 
1990ies, with a particular focus on the more recent generations of Social 
Policy Agendas by providing an inventory of activities/measure 
proposed by the EC and examine the influence of the European 
Parliament's work on these policy agendas. It should propose 
suggestions on how the EP could contribute to strengthen future Social 
Policy Agendas (post-Lisbon) by taking into account the changed 
economic situation. 
 

 
EU cooperation in the field 
of social inclusion  
 
(expected in Autumn 2009) 
 

The study will provide an analysis of the EU open method of 
coordination (OMC) process for social inclusion, in order to highlight 
strengths and weaknesses and to discuss proposals for improvement as 
emerging from academic debate and stakeholders' suggestions. Special 
attention will be paid to the present and possible future role reserved for 
the European Parliament.  
 

External dimension of 
social policy in the context 
of globalisation 
 
 

The launch of the study is expected in autumn 2009. 
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Occupational health and 
safety prevention activities 
as a cost factor 
 
 

The launch of the study is expected in autumn 2009. 
 

Consequences of the 
financial crisis on SMEs in 
relation to employment 

The launch of the study is expected in autumn 2009. 
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Expertise requested by the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
in the field of Environment 
 

 
Studies 

 
Welcome package  
 
(June 2009) 

Study prepared in the context of a "Welcome Package" for the 
newly elected MEPs in the next legislature 2009-2014. This 
study contains an overview of existing legislation, the Thematic 
policy review for the period 2004-2009, background notes for 
new Commissioner Hearings on Environment, a strategic 
Overview Maps (SOM) of implementation and review clause 
deadlines set within existing/agreed legislation. 

EN http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26671 
FR http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26673 
DE http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26675 

Land degradation and 
desertification 
 
(January 2009) 

This report sets out to provide an integrated picture of land 
degradation issues and actions within the EU. Findings from 
literature, academic research and policy analysis are brought 
together within this study, in order to explain: the extent of 
degradation to date in Europe and globally; policy responses to 
date in the EU and anticipated future evolution; and the nature of 
debate and implementation of the UN Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24833 

Linking the EU's Emissions Trading 
System to any future US emissions 
trading scheme 
 
(January 2009) 

Emerging trading schemes in the US offer the opportunity of a 
future trading link to the European Union emissions trading 
scheme. Interest in the benefits of such a link has prompted 
formal and informal cooperation across the Atlantic, including 
initiatives such as the International Carbon Action Partnership 
launched in October 2007 with the express aim of creating a 
“forum to discuss relevant questions on the design, compatibility 
and potential linkage of regional carbon markets”. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24368 
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International Forest Policy: 
Integrated climate and forestry 
policy options The implications of 
carbon financing for pro-poor 
community forestry: How do we 
design forest policy tools to jointly 
address climate change, 
environmental and development 
goals? 
 
(October 2008) 

The study addresses the integrated climate and forestry policy 
options in developing countries, focussing on the implications of 
carbon financing for pro-poor community forestry. Specifically, 
it considers the implications of carbon financing for pro-poor 
community forestry. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=23272 

The EU's emission reduction target, 
intended use of CDM and its +2°C 
 
 
(September  2008) 

The ultimate goal of the UNFCCC is to stabilise atmospheric 
concentrations of greenhouse gases (GHG) at a level that 
prevents dangerous human interference with the climate system. 
The 1995 Second Assessment Report from the IPCC, put 
forward evidence that the risk of severe climate change impacts 
would increase markedly beyond a temperature rise of 2°C 
above pre-industrial levels. Consequently the European 
Commission set 2°C as the EU's target ceiling. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22071 

Biofuels sustainability criteria. Relevant 
issues to the proposed Directive on the 
promotion of the use of energy from 
renewable sources {COM(2008) 30 
final} 
 
(June 2008) 

The proposed EU Directive setting a target of 10% biofuels in 
transport sector by 2020 has therefore raised a number of 
concerns. The concerns about sustainability are addressed within 
the proposed Directive through criteria related mainly to GHG 
emissions, but also to biodiversity and other environmental 
impacts. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=21931 

Study on 'Impact assessment of 
recycling targets in the waste 
framework directive'  
 
(May 2008) 

Following the Commission's proposal on Waste Framework 
Directive and Council common position, the European 
Parliament has proposed a set of amendments to establish 
industrial binding targets in 2nd reading. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=21011 

Workshop "Sustainable biofuel 
Production (sub) tropical countries" 
 
(June 2008) 

The workshop stressed the fact that there are very good 
preconditions for biofuel production in some tropical and 
subtropical countries and increasing production may for some 
developing countries offer the opportunity to increase exports 
and at the same time meet some of the internal energy demands. 
However, the willingness to invest may be constrained by issues 
of political stability or uncertainties regarding the demands for 
imports. Most importantly, questions of how to use the potential 
for production in a sustainable way need to be addressed. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=21582 
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Workshop "Effort sharing under the 
Climate Package - Assessing the role of 
the Clean Development Mechanism" 
 
(June 2008) 

The workshop explored the role of CDM under the proposed 
legislative climate package. A panel of prominent experts 
focussed on the contribution of CDM in meeting the EU targets 
and the global objective of maintaining climate change to +2°C 
compared to preindustrial levels, the quality and types of 
projects, and the link with the negotiations under the UNFCCC 
on an international agreement for after 2012. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=21435 

Workshop Assessing the Commission’s 
Proposal on 
Carbon Capture and Storage  
 
 
(May 2008) 

The Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) is a technology that 
some claim can provide a technical fix to buy the world time in 
its fight against climate change, but that others, e.g. Greenpeace, 
assert is a diversion from the important effort to increase energy 
saving and the use of renewables. The purpose of the workshop 
is to debate the legislation that is designed to enable the EU’s 
world leadership on CCS. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=21951 

Workshop "Future of the EU ETS" 
 
 
(May 2008) 

In January 2008 the European Commission (EC) presented an 
integrated Climate and Energy package to cut emissions for the 
21st Century, including proposals for specific targets on 
renewable energy (20% by 2020) and greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction (20% by 2020). A workshop was organised to debate 
this issue. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=21419 

Workshop Assessing the Commission's 
Impact Assessment on the 
"Communication on Water Scarcity 
and Droughts" 
 
(April 2008) 

Experts presented different aspects such as water management, 
scarcity and droughts, sustainable water resource management, 
the water scarcity and drought information system, how to cope 
with water scarcity and droughts. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=20299 

Workshop Mid-term review of the EU 
environment and health action plan 
(2004-2010) 
 
 
(March 2008) 

As highlighted in previous EP resolutions (mainly the one 
adopted on 23 February 2005) the Action Plan on Health and 
Environment (COM(2004)416) provides a powerful mechanism 
to illustrate the links between health problems and environmental 
pollution, and provide the rationale for EU Environmental policy 
that contributes to better health. 
Therefore, it is essential that the European Parliament continues 
to give a strong message about the political importance of the EU 
Environment and Health Action Plan. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19915 

Assessment of the mid-term 
achievements of the EU environment 
and health action plan (2004-2010) 
 
(March 2008) 

The objectives of this study are: to provide an independent 
assessment of the achievements of the Action Plan in order to 
give balanced views; and, subsequently, to provide information 
and recommendations which may improve and strengthen the 
European approach to integration of environment and health 
issues. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19791 
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Workshop Sustainability criteria for 
biofuels 
 
(March 2008) 

This workshop focuses on sustainability criteria for biofuels. 
Different stakeholders/experts debated this topic. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19931 

Water scarcity and droughts 
(Communication) 
 
 
(February 2008) 

The main topics addressed by this study are: economic effects of 
water scarcity and droughts, effects on ecosystems and public 
health, effects of climate change, water price policies in the 
Member States, integration of the issue into other policy areas, 
information availability for strategic decision-making, 
knowledge gaps, research and technology development related to 
efficient water use in industry/agriculture and private 
households, EU institutional roles for decision-making and the 
situation in neighbouring countries/areas. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19611 

Forest fires (causes and contributing 
factors in Europe) 
 
 
(February 2009) 

The study aims to provide a critical analysis of the causes that 
lead to the most relevant recent forest fires events in the EU, 
focusing in particular on Southern European countries. To do so, 
two case studies were developed, one the Portuguese forest fires 
of 2003 and 2005, and one on the Greek fires of 2007. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19989 

Impact assessment on Priority 
substances in water 
 
(February 2009) 

The impact assessment, requested in the context of Procedure 
2006/0129 (COD), highlights that water pollution represents a 
threat to economic development as well as to human health and 
to the environment. Therefore, the Parliament envisaged the need 
to reconsider the pollutants covered in the comitology, taking 
into account scientific and technical progress. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19391 

Workshop Assessing the Commission's 
Impact Assessment on 
the "Communication on Water Scarcity 
and Droughts"  
 
(February 2009) 

A workshop was organised on the Impact Assessment on the 
"Commission's Communication on Water Scarcity and 
Droughts". This was held in the context of an ENVI report on the 
abovementioned Communication published by the European 
Commission on 18 July 2007. A panel of 3 experts analysed and 
debated the Commission's presentation and subsequently 
answered Members' questions about the different policy options 
presented in the Impact Assessment. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19503 

Workshop C02 reductions from 
passenger cars 
 
(November 2007) 

During this workshop an overview of different stakeholders 
opinions (car manufacturers, environmental organisations and 
general public) and an independent assessment about the 
possibility to reduce CO2 emissions from passenger cars were 
presented. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18437 

Climate change impacts on Developing 
Countries - EU Accountability 
 
(November 2007) 

This report presents a summary of the impacts of climate change 
on developing countries and what the European Union can do to 
minimise the effects of climate change on the developing world 
through both mitigation and adaptation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18331 
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Assessment of the achievements of the 
6th Environmental Action Programme 
 
 
(October 2007) 

This study provides an independent assessment of the 
achievements of the 6EAP across all four of its ‘key 
environmental priorities’. In addition, this study also discusses in 
particular the role of the Thematic Strategies developed pursuant 
to the 6EAP as well as two of the main strategic approaches to 
meeting the environmental objectives identified in the 
Programme. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17992 

Alternative progress indicators to Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) as a means 
towards sustainable development 
 
 
(October 2007) 

Economic performance is generally being measured through 
GDP. However, GDP does not properly account for social and 
environmental costs and benefits. Therefore, in order to 
effectively measure 'progress, wealth and well-being', one must 
go beyond GDP. This study highlights the benefits and some of 
the shortcomings of GDP. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19990 

Workshop Fuel quality directive 
 
(July 2007) 

The amendments for the Fuel Quality Directive focus on two 
main topics: Air pollution and GHG emissions. This workshop 
focused primarily on the second subject, and in particular on two 
specific items: emission reductions and calculation methods for 
GHG emissions in the fuel chain, and the introduction of 
sustainability criteria in the directive. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/environment/pe385654_en.pdf 

Workshop on "Limiting Global Climate 
Change to 2°C: the way ahead for 2020 
and beyond" 
 
(July 2007) 

Climate Change is currently a hot topic and a big challenge, in 
particular for the European Union. Invited expert panels 
highlighted recent scientific findings on the possible impacts of 
climate change and the need for more stringent emission 
reduction measures. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17539 

Energy and the Structural and Cohesion 
Policies 
 
(June 2007) 

This note seeks to examine the implications, challenges and 
proposals that affect structural and cohesion policies in the 
context of current energy policy. The energy scenario 
surrounding structural and cohesion policies is a complex one 
that requires all synergies to interact in order to make European 
energy policy efficient and competitive and ensure that its supply 
is secure. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18098 

Workshop on "Inclusion of aviation 
emissions in the EU Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS)" 
 
(June 2007) 
 

Experts stressed that action needs to be taken and that inclusion 
of aviation in the EU ETS is the most cost-effective instrument 
available at the moment. The Council’s discussions were 
currently focussing on potential allocation methods for airlines 
under the scheme. Most national experts agree that the average 
benchmarking approach would be a good starting point. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17495 
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Co2 Reductions From Passenger 
Cars 
 
(June 2007) 

This study gives an independent assessment on the key question: 
what CO2 reduction targets are feasible to demand of car 
manufacturers for passenger cars in terms of engine, vehicle 
design technology and costs? The assessment presents potential 
cost savings for consumers due to lower fuel consumption and of 
environmental benefits due to less CO2 emissions. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17491 

Inclusion of Sustainability Criteria in 
the Fuel Quality Directive 
 
 
(June 2007) 

Directive 1998/70/EC relating to the quality of petrol and diesel 
fuels, better known as Fuel Quality Directive (FQD), is currently 
under revision. The ENVI Committee of the European 
Parliament (“the Environment Committee”) requested a study on 
the inclusion of sustainability criteria in the revised Fuel Quality 
Directive. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17223 

Nanomaterials in Consumer Products 
 
 
(April 2007) 

This report, describing a study on the use of nanomaterials in 
consumer products, discusses potential risks for human health 
and the environment due to the use of nanomaterials in these 
kinds of products. The main objective of the study is to analyse 
the adequacy of the current regulatory framework to address 
these potential risks. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16637 

Simplifying EU Environmental Policy 
 
 
(April 2007) 

This report examined the following questions in relation to the 
EU´s environmental legislation: 
•What are the criteria for assessing the range of issues 
encompassed by the term "simplification? 
•What current environmental legislation should be the priority? 
•What substance/outcomes of environmental legislation require 
simplification? 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16579 

Simplification of European Water 
Policies 
 
 
(April 2007) 

Over the past few years, extensive work has been done within 
the scope of the ‘Better Regulation’ Strategy to start and push 
forward a process of overall simplification of the regulatory 
environment in the EU. This briefing could identify some further 
simplification options in the field of European Water Policy. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16399 

End of Life Vehicles (ELV) Directive An 
assessment of the current state of 
implementation by Member States 
(March 2007) 

This report provides an assessment of various aspects of the ELV 
Directive that were of particular interest to the European 
Parliament’s ENVI Committee, on the basis of a series of case 
studies. It focuses in particular on transposition of the Directive; 
free take back and disposal arrangements; and the extent to 
which recycling targets were met. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16299 
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The Problem of Biodiversity Loss in the 
EU Evaluation of EU efforts towards 
achieving the objectives of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, 
2010 and beyond 
 
(January 2007) 

Since global biodiversity is in decline, the Heads of State have 
agreed on a stronger commitment i.e. ‘to halt the loss of 
Europe’s biodiversity by 2010’ (the Gothenburg European 
Council in 2001). To achieve this commitment, the Commission 
enrolled in several initiatives. It also provides a new ‘EU Action 
Plan to 2010 and Beyond’. This paper discusses the Commission 
efforts, in particular, the new Action Plan, towards the 
achievement of the target. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17531 

The Proposed Directive on Waste An 
assessment of the Impact Assessment 
and the Implications of the Integration 
of the Hazardous Waste Directive into 
the existing Waste Framework Directive 
 
(December 2006) 
 

The aim of this report was to undertake an assessment for the 
European Parliament of the following two aspects of the 
proposed DoW (the proposal to amend the waste framework 
Directive): the Impact Assessment of the proposed DoW and 
selected potential changes to hazardous waste law resulting from 
the integration of the HWD into the proposed DoW. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16307 

Status of Implementation of EU 
Environmental Laws in Italy 
 
 
(November 2006) 

The content of the study report is based on the following points 
regarding the “Status of implementation of EU environmental 
laws in Italy”: status of implementation of environmental laws in 
Italy: a general overview; infringements of procedures 
undertaken against Italy and which sectors/policies/specific 
pieces of legislation pose the most problems in Italy. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=13167 

Environment and Innovation: New 
Environmental Concepts and 
Technologies and Their Implications for 
Shaping Future EU Environmental 
Policies 
 
(October 2006) 

This report describes six emerging environmental concepts, 
which were selected during the scoping process and in particular 
at a meeting at the European Parliament in January 2006. The six 
environmental policy concepts are: ecological footprint, cradle-
to-cradle, dematerialization, eco-sufficiency, transition 
management and vulnerability. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12898 

Life: Activities and Functioning 
 
(September 2006) 

This study highlights the value for money of various 
programmes and actions financed under LIFE, to emphasise 
whether funds dedicated to their implementation have 
produced/not produced/not sufficiently produced the expected 
quantitative and qualitative effects and to give orientations to the 
future programmes within LIFE + 2007-2013. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9654 

Assessment of the EU Thematic 
Strategy on the Sustainable Use of 
Natural Resources 
 
(September 2006) 

The content of the study report was based on ten key questions 
addressed by the European Parliament regarding “The EC 
Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Natural Resources” 
(TSURE), Communication COM 2005/670 adopted by the 
European Commission (EC) on 21 December 2005. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12981 
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Proposed Air Quality Directive: 
Assessment of the Environmental 
Impact of Parliament's Amended 
Proposal 
 
(September 2006) 

This briefing considers three proposals for future European air 
quality legislation. It briefing reviews the environmental impacts, 
costs and benefits of three proposals for future European air 
quality legislation, as well as the practicalities of meeting the 
proposed limit and target values, such as through existing 
legislation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=13171 

Climate Change and Natural Disasters: 
Assessment of EU Measures to Tackle 
Forest Fires, in Particular the 
Contribution Made by Forest Focus 
 
(June 2006) 

This study presents a short overview of the varying levels of 
contribution that the EC Forest Focus Regulation, which applies 
to the period 1 January 2003-31 December 2006, has made in 
tackling forest fires. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12997 

Marine Thematic Strategy 
 
 
(May 2006) 

This briefing considers the following issues relating to the TS: 
the adequacy of the proposal with reference to marine 
conventions, emissions from marine and land sources, 
integration with the CFP, ICZM and marine protected areas, the 
degree to which it will deliver environmental benefits, a 
comparison with an earlier draft produced by DG Environment, a 
consideration of how endocrine disruptors have been taken into 
account the implications of the proposed use of comitology; and 
the use of the Commission impact assessment. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12992 

Reducing the Impact of Aviation on 
Climate Change - Economic Aspects of 
Inclusion of the Aviation Sector in the 
EU Emissions Trading Scheme 
 
(March 2006) 

This paper reflects the results of two studies (CE Delft, 2005 and 
ICF, 2006) analysing the effects of growth in international 
aviation for the EU ETS in any economic detail. The issues 
covered are those focusing on economic impacts of specific 
aspects of system design. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12885 

The Thematic Strategy on Air Pollution 
 
 
(March 2006) 

Thematic Strategy sets out actions that it claims will reduce the 
number of premature deaths in 2020 by 140,000 compared to 
2000. Accompanying the Strategy is a proposal for a Directive. It 
proposes that the air quality framework Directive be merged with 
its first three daughter Directives and the Decision on the 
exchange of air quality information into one piece of legislation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=13001 

The Adequacy of EU Action on Flood 
Protection, Focusing on the European 
Commission's Recent Proposal 
 
(March 2006) 

Flooding is probably the number one cause of economic losses 
from a natural event, and no region is safe from being flooded. In 
order to be better equipped to handle such disasters in the future, 
the European Commission has proposed a new directive on the 
assessment and management of floods. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12985 
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Assessment of Key Issues Likely to 
Emerge at the COP-MOP Meeting on 
Biodiversity/Biosafety to be Held in 
March 2006 in Curitiba/Brazil 
 
(February 2006) 

This Policy Brief gives an insight into the key issues likely to 
emerge at the eight meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP 8) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and 
the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as 
Meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 
(COP/MOP 3) to be held in March 2006, in Curitiba, Brazil. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12991 

Climate change and natural disasters : 
scientific evidence of a possible relation 
between recent natural disasters and 
climate change 
 
(January 2006) 

The devastating impact of recent natural disasters indicates that 
mankind is vulnerable to extreme weather events. This study 
underlines the scientific link between disasters and Climate 
Change and the EU response to Climate Change disaster risks. 
The key question is how do we reduce our vulnerability and 
prepare to cope with impacts? 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=22888 

Ban on Leaded Batteries: Analysis of an 
Amendment to Article 4 in the Council 
Common Position For Adopting A 
Directive On Batteries And 
Accumulators And Waste Batteries And 
Accumulators And Repealing 
 
(November 2005) 

This study was commissioned to provide additional information 
to the Environment Committee to assist with the decision on 
whether to support a ban on portable batteries with a lead content 
over 40ppm. It includes data on the portable battery market, the 
lead content of the different types of battery, the types of 
batteries that would be affected by a ban, the availability of 
substitutes and whether there are grounds for exemptions. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep_6leg/batteries.pdf 

A users’ guide to biodiversity indicators 
 
(November 2004) 

Following the adoption of the 2010 target at global, regional and 
EU levels, progress has been made in agreeing core sets of 
indicators for reporting and to support the achievement of the 
2010 target. Globally, within the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD), eight biodiversity indicators are considered 
ready for immediate testing while another 13 require further 
development. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/biodiversity_indicators.pdf 

Job Creation Potential of Clean 
Technologies 
 
(October 2004) 

This study analyses job creation potential of clean technologies. 
Economic areas were identified which are characterised by a 
strong impact of environmental policies. For each sector the 
study analyses the national backgrounds within the European 
Union and recent policy developments on the national and 
European level. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/job_creation_clean_technology.pdf 

Impact Assessment 
 
 
(April 2004) 

The systematic assessment of the significant likely impacts of a 
legislative or policy proposal is an acknowledged cornerstone of 
better regulation, and impact assessment (IA) procedures have 
now been established in many countries. There are many forms 
of impact assessment. Sustainability Impact Assessment (SIA) 
seeks to assess likely future effects of measures over a broad 
range of economic, environmental and social impacts; seeks 
identify ‘win-win’ situations, or where these are not possible, 
clarify trade-offs between competing priorities; and is as much 
concerned with calculating long-term environmental and social 
benefits as with short term economic costs. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/impact_assessment_brief.pdf 
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Briefing on the European Commission 
Communication on an action plan for 
stimulating technologies for sustainable 
development 
 
(April 2004) 

The Environmental Technologies Action Plan (ETAP) is 
designed to promote the development and the introduction into 
service of new sustainable technologies. It seeks to remove 
barriers to uptake, to ensure that the EU has a leading role in the 
development of 'clean' technologies globally and to engage with 
stakeholders in delivering its aims. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/environmental_technologies.pdf 

Briefing on the European Commission 
Proposal for a Directive on the 
protection of groundwater against 
pollution 
 
(January 2004) 

This proposal is for a Daughter Directive to the Water 
Framework Directive to establish criteria for the assessment of 
good chemical status and for determining trends in groundwater 
throughout member states. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/groundwater.pdf 

Prospects for the Implementation of 
Selected New and Future EU 
Environmental Legislation in the 
Acceding Countries 
 
 
(January 2004) 

This brief examines the prospects for implementation of the 
emissions trading Directive (2003/87) and proposals on an 
amended directive on packaging and packaging waste, on the 
management of waste from the extractive industries, on an 
amended bathing water directive, an amended detergents 
regulation and on an amended groundwater directive in the 
Acceding Countries. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/enlargement_acquis_2_brief.pdf 

Linking CDM & JI with EU Emission 
Allowance Trading 
 
 
(January 2004) 

The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) and Joint 
Implementation (JI) are two of the so-called flexible mechanisms 
of the Kyoto Protocol designed to allow its parties flexibility in 
achieving their quantified emission limitation and reduction 
commitments. On 23 July 2003 the Commission of the European 
Communities proposed a Directive linking CDM & JI on the one 
side and EU emission allowance trading on the other. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/flexible_mechanisms_brief.pdf 

The Fourth Air Quality Daughter 
Directive: Impacts and consequences of 
mandatory limit values 
 
(January 2004) 

The European Commission has presented a proposal for a 
Directive relating to arsenic, cadmium, mercury, nickel and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in ambient air. This 
proposal does not contain any mandatory limit values for the 
concentrations of the pollutants. This study assesses the impacts 
and consequences related to the EP tabled amendments which 
would introduce such limit values in the proposal for a Directive. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/air_quality_4th_daughter_directive_brief.pdf 

Progress in the Implementation of Five 
Environmental Directives in the 
Acceding Countries 
 
 
(December 2003) 

This brief examines the current state of implementation of the 
urban waste water treatment (UWWT) Directive (91/271), large 
combustion plant (LCP) Directive (2001/80), solvent emissions 
Directive (1999/31), landfill Directive (1999/13) and IPPC 
Directive (96/61) in the Acceding Countries. It reviews the 
current state of transposition, aspects of practical 
implementation, investments required and administrative 
capacity for enforcement. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/enlargement_acquis_brief.pdf 
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The Proposed Directive on the 
Protection of Groundwater Against 
Pollution 
 
 
(December 2003) 

The European Commission’s proposal for a Directive on the 
protection of groundwater against pollution aims at providing 
criteria for assessing ‘good groundwater chemical status’, for the 
identification of ‘significant and sustained upward trends’ and 
the definition of ‘starting points for trend reversals’. It seeks to 
ensure the continuation of groundwater protection against 
indirect discharges beyond 2013, when the existing groundwater 
Directive (80/68) will be repealed. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/groundwater_brief.pdf 

Briefing on the European Commission 
proposal for a Regulation on certain 
greenhouse gases 
 
(November 2003) 

The Commission sets out the case for action within the European 
Union on a number of important environmental pollutants that 
contribute to global warming. It contains proposals for reducing 
emissions through a number of specific prohibitions and a 
general provision for reducing uncontrolled release. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/greenhouse_gases.pdf 

Briefing on the European Commission 
Proposal for a Regulation on maximum 
residue levels of pesticides in plant and 
animal products. 
 
(November 2003) 

The Commission proposes a simplification of the current 
arrangements for securing pesticide safety within the EU. It 
proposes unified arrangements for setting safety levels and 
transfers responsibility for them from Member States to the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/mrl.pdf 

Briefing on the European Commission 
Proposal for a Fourth Daughter 
Directive to the Air Framework 
Directive 
 
 
(November 2003) 

The Commission sets out the case for action on a number of 
important environmental pollutants within the EU and suggests 
target levels for their atmospheric concentration. The scientific 
rationale for the proposal was provided by a series of Technical 
Working Groups each chaired by experts from the member 
states. In preparing the proposal, the Commission consulted 
widely, including with the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/fourthairframeworkdaughterdirectivereport-
final.pdf 

Ad hoc Report on Chemicals: 
Comparative Analysis of REACH and 
other International Approaches 
 
(November 2003) 

In response to the recognised weaknesses in addressing ‘existing 
chemicals’ that make up the bulk of the chemical substances on 
the market, and building on national inputs, the European 
Commission published, in February 2001, a White Paper which 
presented a new regulatory system for the ‘Registration, 
Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals’ (REACH). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/chemicals_brief.pdf 

Implementation of the IPPC Directive 
(96/61): Analysis and Progress of issues 
 
 
(October 2003) 

The Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) 
Directive (92/61/EC) required formal compliance by 30 October 
1999, applying to new installations by that date and to existing 
installations by 30 October 2007. The Directive requires an 
integrated approach to the environmental protection of air, water 
and land, through the application of Best Available Techniques 
(BAT), establishing operating conditions (e.g. emission limit 
values) in permits. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/ippc_brief.pdf 
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Incineration as recovery and disposal of 
waste: Analysis and interpretation of 
the judgements of the European Court 
of Justice C-458/00 and C-228/00 
 
(October 2003) 

At the beginning of 2003, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) 
issued two important judgements with regard to the 
interpretation of the Waste Shipment Regulation 259/93. Both 
rulings deal with the consideration of waste incineration as either 
a recovery operation, or as a disposal operation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/ieep/ecj_waste_rulings_brief.pdf 

 
 

 
Briefing notes for delegations 

 
Environment situation in the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
(FYROM) 
 
(October 2008) 
 

The FYROM applied for membership to the European Union in 
2004 and was granted the status of candidate country in 2005, 
but no date was specified for the start of the accession 
negotiations. Although, some progress has been reported, further 
significant implementation efforts are needed, especially in the 
areas of waste management, environmental monitoring and 
inspection. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22775 

Key issues for the upcoming biodiversity 
and biosafety meetings in May 2008 
(Bonn, Germany) 
 
(March 2008) 

The briefing gives a short insight into a number of key issues 
likely to emerge at both events. Additionally, it provides a short 
summary on the main issues discussed in the previous COP and 
COP-MOP meetings in 2006 in Curitiba, Brazil. In addition, it 
outlines some recommendations for specific issues. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19951 
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Studies 

 
Welcome package  
 
(June 2009) 

Study prepared in the context of a "Welcome Package" for the 
newly elected MEPs in the next legislature 2009-2014. This 
study contains an overview of existing legislation, the Thematic 
policy review for the period 2004-2009, background notes for 
new Commissioner Hearings on Public Health, a strategic 
Overview Maps (SOM) of implementation and review clause 
deadlines set within existing/agreed legislation. 

EN: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26671 
FR: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26689 
DE: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26691 

Study Patient mobility 
 
(November 2008) 

Study on Legislative Proposals on Patients’ Rights in Cross-
Border Health Care. Analysis of the Proposal for a Directive of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on the application of 
patients’ rights in cross-border health {COM(2008) 414 final} 
and of the Communication from the Commission A Community 
framework on the application of patient’s rights in cross-border 
healthcare {COM(2008) 415 final}. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=23431 

Trans Fatty Acids and Health : a 
Review of Health Hazards and Existing 
Legislation  
 
(November 2008) 

Trans fats are found in commercial baked goods, fried foods, 
frozen foods, margarines, red meat and dairy products. There is a 
considerable body of scientific evidence that associates their 
ingestion with cardiovascular diseases, obesity, diabetes, 
blindness, cancer and others. Based upon the evidence of 
negative health impacts of industrial trans fats and the success of 
the ban in various locations, this study recommends that a ban be 
considered at EU level. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=23531 
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The benefits of strict cut-off criteria on 
human health in relation to the proposal 
for a Regulation concerning plant 
protection products 
 
(September 2008) 

This study assesses the health benefits of strict ‘cut-off criteria’ 
on human health in relation to the proposal for a Regulation 
concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market 
(COM(2006) 388). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22471 

Study Palliative care 
 
(May 2008) 

The study evaluates palliative care in 27 Member States, 
analysing challenges and highlighting national practices, which 
might serve as a model for other countries, availability of 
healthcare services and different modalities of care. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=21421 

Workshop Mid-term review of the EU 
environment and health action plan 
(2004-2010) 
 
(March 2008) 

As highlighted in previous EP resolutions the Action Plan on 
Health and Environment (COM(2004)416) provides a powerful 
mechanism to illustrate the links between health problems and 
environmental pollution, and provide the rationale for EU 
Environmental policy that contributes to better health Therefore, 
it is essential that the European Parliament continues to give a 
strong message about the political importance of the EU 
Environment and Health Action Plan. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19915 

Assessment of the mid-term 
achievements of the EU environment 
and health action plan (2004-2010) 
 
(March 2008) 

The objectives of this study are: to provide an independent 
assessment of the achievements of the Action Plan in order to 
give balanced views; and, subsequently, to provide information 
and recommendations which may improve and strengthen the 
European approach to integration of environment and health 
issues. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19791 

Impact assessment on Priority 
substances in water 
 
(February 2008) 

The impact assessment, requested in the context of the Procedure 
2006/0129 (COD), highlights that water pollution represents a 
threat to economic development as well as to human health and 
to the environment. Therefore, the Parliament envisaged the need 
to reconsider the pollutants covered, taking into account 
scientific and technical progress. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19391 

Advertising and marketing practices on 
child obesity 
 
(January 2008) 

The briefing addresses the following causes or factors of 
children's food preferences: 1) exposure to advertising and 
marketing, 2) effectiveness of self-regulation of media providers 
about commercials on food and beverages1, 3) impact of 
production and distribution on childhood obesity. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19988 

The Effect of Advertising and 
Marketing Practices on Child Obesity  
 
(January 2008) 

This study, based on existing data and expertise, assesses several 
aspects: the problem's dimension, to what extent the exposure to 
advertising and marketing influences children diet behaviour; 
existing regulations in food and beverages marketing towards 
children and the impact of production and distribution on 
children's obesity. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19308 
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Impact Assessment on Nutrition and 
Health Claims Made on Foods Claims 
Referring to Children’s Development 
and Health Study 
 
(November 2007) 

The European Parliament has requested a study assessing the 
impacts of introducing a transition period for claims referring to 
children’s development and health after a short period of 
prohibition on both industry and consumers. This has been done 
by interviewing industry organisations which represented a large 
part of industry (both large companies and SMEs), individual 
companies within the sector, consumer organisations as well as 
health organisations 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18475 

Organ donation and transplantation: 
Policy options at EU level 
Briefing dialogue and report 
 
(November 2007) 

On 3 May 2007, the European Commission adopted a 
Communication on “Organ Donation and Transplantation: policy 
actions at EU level”. The present Briefings Dialogue has been 
organised to provide a forum for more background material and 
to clarify aspects related to the topic of Organ Donation and 
transplantation in the European Union 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18671 

Nanomaterials in Consumer Products 
 
(April 2007) 

This report, describing a study on the use of nanomaterials in 
consumer products, discusses potential risks for human health 
and the environment due to the use of nanomaterials in these 
kinds of products. The main objective of the study is to analyse 
the adequacy of the current regulatory framework to address 
these potential risks. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16637 

Combating HIV/AIDS in the EU 
 
(December 2006) 

This study reviews the actions taken by the European 
governments to expand activities in order to fight with the 
further expansion of HIV/AIDS epidemic. However, more 
research is needed to estimate how many of the prepared plans 
are still in operation, and how effective are these plans in 
achieving the overall goal for eliminating HIV infections among 
population. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16357 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16353 
 
General Overview of the Public Health 
Sector in Turkey in 2006 
 
(September 2006) 

Turkey has steadily ameliorated since 1960 its health conditions, 
but continues distant from most middle-income and European 
Union (EU) accession countries in terms of health status and 
access to healthcare. This study gives a general overview of the 
public health sector in Turkey in 2006 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12953 
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On the European Commission's Green 
Paper "Healthy Diets and Physical 
Activities" 
 
(May 2006) 

Commission’s Green Paper on promoting Healthy Diets and 
Physical Activity is triggering debate on initiatives aiming at 
preventing obesity. It invites contributions from interested 
parties on a wide range of issues, including topics relating to 
nutrition and physical activity. The aim is to gather information 
with a view to giving a European dimension to the battle against 
obesity, in terms of support for and coordination of the existing 
national measures. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12965  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12707 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12969 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12703 

Proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the 
Council on Advanced Therapy 
Medicinal Products and Amending 
Directive 2001/83/EC & Regulation 
(EC) 
 
(March 2006) 

Commission’s proposal on advanced therapy medicinal products 
envisages the compulsory use of the centralized (EMEA) 
marketing authorization procedure for all advanced therapy – 
gene, cell and tissue-based - medicinal products. The compulsory 
use of the centralized procedure is proposed on the grounds that 
there is a lack of expertise in advanced therapies in some 
national regulatory authorities; there is a need to improve patient 
access to new medicines across Europe. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12890  
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12957 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12891 

Nutrition and Health Claims 
 
(February 2006) 

It is of importance for the promotion of public health and the 
creation of wealth in the European Community to promote 
balanced dietary choices in adults and especially in children. 
Therefore, it is essential to reach agreed conditions and rules for 
the use of nutrition and health claims in the EU. These studies 
explain the status quo in the European Union and other parts of 
the world with respect to the use of health claims in labelling 
various food products (by industry). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12888 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12883 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12893 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12881 

WHO framework convention on 
tobacco control 
 
(January 2006) 

Member States of the European Union (EU) are aware of the 
devastating problems caused by tobacco and willing to reduce 
the harm. EU Member States have committed to implementing 
the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) 
and its comprehensive approach to tobacco control. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12961 
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Briefing on the European Commission 
Proposal for a Fourth Daughter 
Directive to the Air Framework 
Directive 
 
(November 2003) 

The Commission sets out the case for action on a number of 
important environmental pollutants within the EU and suggests 
target levels for their atmospheric concentration. The scientific 
rationale for the proposal was provided by a series of Technical 
Working Groups each chaired by experts from the member 
states. In preparing the proposal, the Commission consulted 
widely, including with the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/fourthairframeworkdaughterdirectivereport-
final.pdf  
 
 

 
Briefing notes for delegations 

 
Food safety and public health situations 
in the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM) 
 
 
(October 2008) 

The FYROM Government has been given a list of short-term 
and mid-term priorities to be completed in the coming years, as 
part of the pre-Accession phase towards ultimate EU 
membership. This short report gives an insight into the progress 
being made on these priorities in the areas of Public Health and 
Food Safety. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22771 
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Directorate-General for Internal Policies of the Union 
Directorate for Economic and Scientific Policies 
Policy Department for Economic and Scientific Policies 

Products for European Parliament's   
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee  

Legislative period 2004 - 2009 
Managed by the Policy Department IPOL - Directorate A 

Your contact persons in the Policy Department are: 
Gian Paolo MENEGHINI, tel. 32204 
Catherine LAURANSON, tel. 32976 

Marcelo SOSA-IUDICISSA, tel. 41776 

Expertise requested by the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
in the field of Food Safety 

 
Studies 

 
Welcome package  
 
(June 2009) 

Study prepared in the context of a "Welcome Package" for the 
newly elected MEPs in the next legislature 2009-2014. This 
study contains an overview of existing legislation, the Thematic 
policy review for the period 2004-2009, background notes for 
new Commissioner Hearings on food safety, a strategic 
Overview Maps (SOM) of implementation and review clause 
deadlines set within existing/agreed legislation. 

EN: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26679 
FR: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26681 
IT: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=26683 

Trans Fatty Acids and Health : a 
Review of Health Hazards and Existing 
Legislation  
 
(November 2008) 

Trans fats are found in commercial baked goods, fried foods, 
frozen foods, margarines, red meat and dairy products. There is a 
considerable body of scientific evidence that associates their 
ingestion with cardiovascular diseases, obesity, diabetes, 
blindness, cancer and others. Based upon the evidence of 
negative health impacts of industrial trans fats and the success of 
the ban in various locations, this study recommends that a ban be 
considered at EU level. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=23531 

Workshop Food Labelling 
 
(November 2008) 

In order to get a balanced picture of the variety of views 
seriously considered among professionals in this field, a 
workshop on Food Labelling has been organised. The workshop 
included presentations of 3 experts, followed by a question and 
answer session (Q&A). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=23271 
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The benefits of strict cut-off criteria on 
human health in relation to the proposal 
for a Regulation concerning plant 
protection products 
 
(September 2008) 

This study assesses the health benefits of strict ‘cut-off criteria’ 
on human health in relation to the proposal for a Regulation 
concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market 
(COM(2006) 388). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22471 

Workshop Novel Foods 
 
(September 2008) 

The workshop tackles different elements mentioned in the 
Commission proposal COM (2007)872 on Novel Foods. The 
workshop involved experts to advice ENVI Members, giving a 
balanced picture of the variety of views seriously considered 
among professionals in this field. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22431  
Advertising and marketing practices on 
child obesity 
 
 
(January 2008) 

The briefing addresses the following causes or factors of 
children's food preferences: 1) exposure to advertising and 
marketing, 2) effectiveness of self-regulation of media providers 
about commercials on food and beverages1, 3) impact of 
production and distribution on childhood obesity. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19988 

The Effect of Advertising and 
Marketing Practices on Child Obesity  
 
 
(January 2008) 

This study, based on existing data and expertise, assesses several 
aspects: the problem's dimension, to what extent the exposure to 
advertising and marketing influences children diet behaviour; 
existing regulations in food and beverages marketing towards 
children and the impact of production and distribution on 
children's obesity. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19308 

Alternative progress indicators to Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) as a means 
towards sustainable development 
 
 
(October 2007) 

nomic performance is generally being measured through GDP. 
However, GDP does not properly account for social and 
environmental costs and benefits. Therefore, in order to 
effectively measure 'progress, wealth and well-being', one must 
go beyond GDP. This study highlights the benefits and some of 
the shortcomings of GDP. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19990 

Catering Waste Assessment of the 
Current State of Implementation of 
Regulation 1774/2002 on Catering 
Waste in 10 EU Member States 
 
 
(February 2007) 

This study analyses and assesses the current state of the 
implementation of Regulation 1774/2002 and the specific 
decision of the European Commission 328/2003/EC on catering 
waste in 10 selected Member States in the European Union. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16303 
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On the European Commission's Green 
Paper "Healthy Diets and Physical 
Activities" 
 
 
(May 2006) 

Commission’s Green Paper on promoting Healthy Diets and 
Physical Activity is triggering debate on initiatives aiming at 
preventing obesity. It invites contributions from interested 
parties on a wide range of issues, including topics relating to 
nutrition and physical activity. The aim is to gather information 
with a view to giving a European dimension to the battle against 
obesity, in terms of support for and coordination of the existing 
national measures. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12965 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12707 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12969 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12703 

Nutrition and Health Claims 
 
(February 2006) 

It is of importance for the promotion of public health and the 
creation of wealth in the European Community to promote 
balanced dietary choices in adults and especially in children. 
Therefore, it is essential to reach agreed conditions and rules for 
the use of nutrition and health claims in the EU. These studies 
explain the status quo in the European Union and other parts of 
the world with respect to the use of health claims in the labelling 
of the various food products by the industry. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12888 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12883 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12893 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12881 

Review of COM 671 – European 
Commission proposal for a regulation of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the addition of vitamins and 
minerals and of certain other substances 
to food 
 
(February 2004) 

European Commission recommends a Regulation to harmonise 
divergent national rules on the voluntary addition of vitamins 
and minerals (and certain other substances) to foods. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/fortified_foods.pdf 

Review of COM 689 – European 
commission proposal for a regulation of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council on materials and articles 
intended to come into contact with food 
 
(February 2004) 

European Commission recommends a Regulation to cover novel 
packaging materials, arising from advances in science and 
technology, designed to maintain or improve the condition of 
food and prolong its shelf life. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/materials_intented_to_come_into_contact_with_food.pdf 

Briefing on the European Commission 
Proposal for a Regulation on maximum 
residue levels of pesticides in plant and 
animal products. 
 
(November 2003) 

The Commission proposes a simplification of the current 
arrangements for securing pesticide safety within the EU. It 
proposes unified arrangements for setting safety levels and 
transfers responsibility for them from Member States to the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/pdf/externalexpertise/easac/mrl.pdf 
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Briefing notes for delegations 

 
Food Safety situation in Turkey  
 
 
(October 2008) 

Considerable efforts have been made, and significant progress 
has been achieved, in modifying Turkish legislation and 
regulation in the areas of food standards and food safety towards 
harmonization with EU standards. However, a large number of 
regulatory issues exist where current requirements differ in 
Turkey from those stipulated by Community legislation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22851 

Food safety and public health situations 
in the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM) 
 
 
(October 2008) 

The FYROM Government has been given a list of short-term 
and mid-term priorities to be completed in the coming years, as 
part of the pre-Accession phase towards ultimate EU 
membership. This short report gives an insight into the progress 
being made on these priorities in the areas of Public Health and 
Food Safety. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22771 

Food Safety in Turkey 
 
 
(September 2006) 

This briefing note on the "Food safety situation in Turkey" has 
been prepared in relation to the Committee Delegation visit to 
Turkey scheduled in October 2006. Turkish food sector is 
characterised by a great variety and quantity of agricultural 
products, a large domestic market and young population, and 
increasing volume of foreign trade. But industry is not well 
structured yet, which results in a lack of cooperation with the 
agricultural sector. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12977 
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Expertise requested by the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
 

Studies and Briefings 
Eco-innovation - putting the EU on the 
path to a resource and energy efficient 
economy (Study and Briefings)  
 
March 2009 

The publication includes a study and three briefings. The 
study addresses the issue of resource scarcity and the strategic 
questions for the EU: what can the EU expect from eco-
innovation in a large range of industrial sectors; and are 
existing measures meeting the EU aims and expectations, and 
what new policy initiatives should be set forward. The study 
gives an overview on resource scarcities, elaborates on eco-
innovation, including trends, barriers and driving forces and 
outlines proposals for future EU policies and a possible vision 
for the future. Three briefing notes provide further insights on: 
(i) the challenges, drivers and barriers to Eco-Innovation in the 
private sector (UK context), (ii) the assessment of national 
public policies promoting eco-innovation (focusing on the 
Netherlands), and (iii) identifying public funding mechanisms 
featuring innovative and effective approaches. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24911 

Issues underlying space exploration in 
Europe 
 
March 2009 

The briefing addresses several issues underlying space 
exploration in Europe: (i) the pros and cons of exploring the 
solar system via the means of either humans or robots, (ii) 
how can the increasing knowledge of space help the EU 
citizens understand and mitigate problems we face on Earth, 
(iii) the socio-economic aspects of the space sector in 
particular the added value of investing in space activity 
coupled with high human capital and specialised research 
establishments. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24771 
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Technological Synergies between the 
Automotive and the Aeronautics 
Sector and their Supply Chains 
 
March. 2009 

The aeronautics and the automotive sector play a crucial role 
in maintaining Europe’s industrial and technological base and 
its strong hold on the international market. These sectors also 
face similar challenges. Those challenges relate to rapid 
technological change, globalization and fighting climate 
change. The present study aims to identify the most promising 
technological synergies based on the available literature and 
explore the benefits of fostering those synergies and the R&D 
cooperation between the automotive and aeronautics sector. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24731 

Impact of the Financial and Economic 
Crisis on European Industries - 
Compilation of Briefing Papers 
 
March  2009 

Compilation of briefing papers assessing the first impacts of 
the financial and economic crisis of 2008-2009 on the 
automotive, chemical, pharmaceutical and food industries in 
the EU. These four industries were taken as representative 
examples. The papers were written in a period of high 
uncertainty when the crisis was still in its beginning and 
evolving. The exercise served to provide the Parliament with 
an adequate follow-up of the first impacts. The authors of the 
individual contributions were the following: 
• The impact of the crisis on the automotive industry by 

IHS Global Insight. 
• The impact of the crisis on the chemical industry by 

Benjamin Belot and Anne-Charlotte Pupin from Alcimed. 
• The impact of the crisis on the pharmaceutical industry by 

Henrick Meincke from the European Chemical Marketing 
and Strategy Association (ECMSA) 

The impact of the crisis on the food industry by just-food 
author Ben Cooper. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24671 

Energy Performance of Buildings 
 
February 2009 

The study provides input into ongoing discussions on the 
recast of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
(EPBD). It focuses on the current status of implementation, 
the impacts of the Directive, and looks at a number best 
practise lessons. The study also analyses a number of 
remaining key issues, linkages to other policies, and relates 
this to the proposed recast of the EPBD. The study gives a 
number of recommendations for future development. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24491 
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Emergency Oil Stocks in the European 
Union 
 
February 2009 

Compilation of three briefing papers analyzing the current and 
proposed emergency oil stock regime in the EU. The briefings 
cover: 
• The potential role of oil stocks in countering oil price 

volatility (Lutz Kilian, University of Michigan, USA) 
• How Emergency Oil Stocks Fit the general oil challenge 

(Paul Stevens, Chatham House, London, UK)  
• An assessment of the main features of the proposed 

Council directive on emergency oil stock holding 
(COM(2008)775) and a review of lessons learned in 35 
years of international collaboration in oil crisis 
management, (William C. Ramsay,(European Governance 
and Geopolitics of Energy, Institut Français des Relations 
Internationales, Paris, France) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24473 

Review of the Roaming Regulation 
 
December  2008 
 

The study analyses of policy options relating to the extension 
of the duration and the scope of the Roaming Regulation. In 
particular, it reviews the effects that could materialise if the 
Regulation is not extended beyond 30 June 2010. Furthermore 
the study provides proposals for future price caps. It also looks 
at whether the scope of the Regulation should be broadened to 
cover short message services (SMS), multimedia messaging 
services (MMS) and other data roaming. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23471 

Coordination Between EU Research 
Framework Programmes and National 
Research Programmes 
 
November 2008  

The study describes the current state of play of the 
coordination and cooperation activities between EU Member 
States and with the EU level, in the field of research policies 
and programmes. It considers the level of commitment of EU 
Member States in meeting coordination and cooperation 
objectives including, in particular, the budgetary implications, 
and how, in practical terms, the EU Member States are 
implementing these objectives and if these are delivering the 
expected results. The report suggests a number of 
opportunities for EU action in particular with regards to 
information needs/flow and governance aspects. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23755 

The Small Business Act for Europe - 
New Ideas to Boost SMEs 
 
November 2008 

The Small Business Act for Europe was adopted by the 
European Commission in June 2008 as an initiative to address 
the needs of Europe's small and medium-sized businesses. It 
consists of a set of 10 principles to guide the conception and 
implementation of policies at EU and Member State level. The 
aim of this study is to present new ideas, food for thought and 
critical perspective on the Small Business Act for Europe and 
the work leading to it, such as the Impact Assessment carried 
out in advance. The focus is put on three policy areas: • 
Cutting red tape and bureaucracy for SMEs • Improving 
access to finance for SMEs • SME participation in EU 
programmes. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23151 
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Energy Policy and Security of Supply - 
JPM November 2008 
 
November 2008 

In the context of the Joint Parliamentary Meeting held in 
November 2008 on Energy and Sustainable Development, the 
following briefing note addresses the challenges for the EU in 
the field of Security of Supply. The note addresses the risks 
and threats to security of supply and how Europe may respond 
to those. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/industry/JPM_Novem
ber_2008_-_Energy_Security.pdf 
INTRANET ONLY 
Energy Innovation and Sustainable 
Development - JPM November 2008 
 
November 2008 

In the context of the Joint Parliamentary Meeting held in 
November 2008 on Energy and Sustainable Development, the 
following briefing note addresses the challenges for the EU in 
the field of Energy and Innovation. These include: structural 
problems, financing mechanisms, sectoral policies and 
international cooperation. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/industry/JPM_Novem
ber_2008_-_Energy_and_Innovation.pdf 
INTRANET ONLY 
EU space policy and its potential for 
EU industrial sector competitiveness 
 
September 2008 

This study analyses the European Space Policy and 
Programme under three main themes: space related 
applications and market players; benefits from the European 
Space Policy and Program; and governance aspects and policy 
implications. The report concentrates on two primary sectors 
of interest – Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS), 
including Galileo, and Earth Observation, including the Global 
Monitoring for Environment and Security initiative (GMES). 
The report covers access to space and European launcher 
programme and a general analysis of European Space 
Programme in particular from an international perspective. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=22416 

Research and education programmes 
and the EEA for the EEA Joint 
Parliamentary Committee meeting 
September 2008 
 
September 2008 
 

In the context of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee 
meeting of September 2008, this note provides an overview of 
the research and education policies development in the EU and 
the participation and coordination of the EFTA-EEA states to 
those policies. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/industry/EEA_Joint_
Parliamentary_Committee_-_Reseach_and_Education.pdf 

INTRANET ONLY 
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New Professional and Business-
Related Services Status and Prospects 
 
March  2008  

The study identifies and assesses the development of new 
professional and business services, with particular focus on the 
knowledge-intensive business services (KIBS), in the context 
of the wider business environment in which they emerge and 
the relevant EU policies and legislation. The study provides an 
overview of the classification of professional and business 
services in the revised UN and European classifications and 
explores the current standardisation and certification activities 
at international, European and national level (addressing 
France and Germany as case studies) and the expected impacts 
of standardisation on service providers, consumers and the 
Single Market. Finally, the study evaluates compulsory vs. 
voluntary standards and horizontal vs. vertical approach for 
service standardisation and draws policy recommendations. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=20171 

Outlook of Energy Storage 
Technologies 
 
February 2008 

The study identifies promising technologies for network 
electricity storage and transport applications. It provides an 
overview of the technical, economic, environmental and 
regulatory aspects of the technology, case studies and 
challenges facing each technology. Priority emerging 
technologies are evaluated in the context of their principal 
applications considering the existing differences between 
power quality, energy management and transport end uses. 
Energy storage technologies are assessed in the light of EU's 
key policy goals of energy security, RES deployment and 
greenhouse emissions reduction and the relevance and 
adequacy of current R&D programmes at European and 
international level are evaluated. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=20255 

The future elements of the EU 
Emission Trading Scheme 
 
February 2008  

The study assesses key elements of the future of the EU 
Emission Trading Scheme including: the different allocation 
mechanisms (grandfathering, benchmarking and auctioning), 
the adoption of an overall cap at EU level rather than 
nationally determined caps, and a sector specific approach to 
allocation. The potential extension of the scheme to other 
transport areas, specifically automotive and maritime, are 
analysed and the future global setting in relation to the EU 
ETS is assessed, including the development of JI/CDM 
instruments and the possibility for linking with other external 
or international emission trading schemes. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=20254 

Galileo 
(briefing) 
 
February 2008 

The briefing note provided further insight on the set up and 
financing mechanism of the Galileo project, in the context of 
the Trialogue discussions on the adoption of a Regulation on 
Galileo (EC/683/2008). The note includes an assessment of 
the available material on risk; an assessment of the costing 
and financial data provided in existing cost-benefit analysis. 
It discusses implications of the proposed management 
structure in terms of ownership and financial matters and 
possibilities of a PPP basis (or other type of cooperation) in 
the next phases of the project, in particular in the deployment 
phase. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19585 
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A Common European Spectrum Policy
 
December 2007 

The study assesses the barriers and prospects to the realisation 
of a Common European Spectrum Policy in the light of 
existing EU legislation, the European Commission’s proposals 
for the review of the regulatory framework for electronic 
communications and other initiatives. It argues that a spectrum 
management reform is needed that will effectively balance 
two seemingly contrary goals: a harmonized approach across 
Member States with more flexibility and ease of assignment.  
The analysis concludes on the need for a harmonized approach 
to spectrum management and makes recommendations for a 
progressive implementation of reforms. The study also 
addresses technical & service neutrality; and allocation 
methods.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18931 

Mobile TV 
 
October 2007 

The study assesses key issues in the debate on mobile TV in 
Europe. It evaluates the merits of various strategies and 
standpoints from the perspective of technology standards, 
market developments & spectrum management and 
community action. On technology developments the study 
assesses the capability for mobile TV of all four bearer 
technologies currently dominating the market. From the point 
of deployment and market situation the study assesses the 
contenders for single standard in the EU market and discusses 
introduction of common technical standards. On standards and 
harmonisation the study discusses the consequences of 
particular service paradigms in the bearer and service layer 
and the need for different type of regulatory initiatives. 
On community action the study makes recommendations on 
adoption of EU measures to stimulate the harmonisation of 
national authorisation schemes. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17988 

Briefing Note for EEA Joint 
Parliamentary Committee Meeting - 
Energy and Climate Change 
 
September 2007 

The briefing note summarises current key issues on energy 
and climate change policies, based mainly on the package of 
measures proposed by the European Commission on 10th 
January 2007 to establish an integrated energy and climate 
change policy. The note also includes elements of the third 
legislative package on the EU electricity and gas market of 19 
September 2007. The note focuses on providing information 
on the status of the proposed initiatives and gives the view of 
the Parliament in its most recent resolutions on the matters. 
The note also provides information on the foreseen upcoming 
policy initiatives and the schedule of the foreseen legislative 
process. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/industry/EEA_Delega
tion_-_Energy_and_Climate_Change.pdf 
INTRANET ONLY 
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Synergies between the EU 7th 
Research Framework Programme, the 
Competitiveness and Innovation 
Framework Programme and the 
Structural Funds  
 
June 2007 

The study analyses the coordination and synergy effects 
between the 7th Research Framework Programme (FP7), the 
Competitiveness and Innovation Programme (CIP); and the 
Structural Funds (SF). The most important potential synergies 
appear between SF and FP7 and SF and CIP, based on the 
thematic complementarities between the programmes with a 
stronger ‘technology’ or ‘sectoral’ focus. To exploit the 
potential, selecting strategic objectives in the SF Operational 
Programmes at national and regional level, and planning the 
combination of more than one funding source at an early stage 
appears crucial.  

The major overlap appears in the support for research 
infrastructure under SF and FP7: more effective co-ordination 
to R&D infrastructure investments and support to regional 
innovation strategies are needed. Overlapping of actions in 
favour of inter-regional networking was identified in the field 
of research and innovation policies and notably clusters. The 
main gaps appear in support measures for SMEs not being the 
‘top technology pioneers’ that could benefit from greater 
integration in trans-regional co-operation. Several policy 
recommendations are suggested to improve the coordination 
between the instruments. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25111 

Delocalisation of EU Industry 
 
June 2007  

The study argues that relocation and de-industrialization are 
effects of a process of structural adjustment in which global 
economic integration, international competition and 
technological development are key drivers and that the overall 
economic magnitude and impact to the European economy is 
comparatively small. It considers that a proven set of policies 
does not exist and that a mix of adjustment assistance policies 
aimed at mitigating the effects of relocation and facilitating 
transition on the one hand, and policies facilitating the 
creation of high growth and robust jobs on the other, are 
needed. Specific targeting (groups, regions and/or sectors), 
such as occupational or geographical mobility incentives, is 
preferable. In addition, growth and employment policies 
should be modernised to stimulate flexibility, adaptability, 
proactiveness and knowledge, including instruments 
addressing education, (re)training, on-the-job and life-long 
learning. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17272 

Biomass and Biofuels a European 
Competitive and Innovative Edge 
 
May 2007 

The main objective of the study is to examine the biomass and 
biofuels situation regarding industrial and R&D development 
in Europe. However, the study also assesses the role of 
biomass in meeting the Renewable Energy (RE) targets. 
The study identifies the strengths of EU's competitive 
position, and identifies EU's opportunities. Further, the study 
discusses the main weaknesses and threats that the EU faces. 
Finally the study points to key conclusions and 
recommendations as to future developments. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16695 
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Assessment of the feasibility and 
possible impact of the establishment of 
a European Institute of Technology 
 
March.2007 

The study analyses the feasibility of the European Institute of 
Technology (EIT) as proposed by the Commission (COM 
(2006)604), and draws conclusions on its potential impact on 
graduate training, research and innovation. It points out that 
neither a centralized EIT, nor establishing widely dispersed 
communities of knowledge and innovation, will address 
Europe’s fundamental problems in technological and 
innovative performance. It finds the proposed decentralized 
EIT not to be feasible because too dispersed, not leading to a 
significant increase of the research output, not able to match a 
top tier university in providing an environment for training 
graduates, and not adequate to organize technology transfer.  
As an alternative, the establishment of "Cluster EIT" is 
proposed, supporting existing local strongholds in research, 
education and innovation as well as the establishment of a 
European Innovation Fund. It highlights the underpinning 
policies (intellectual property, procurement, regional 
innovation strongholds and capital markets) that should 
provide the right incentives for public and private partners' 
collaboration. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16291 
Technical Issues on Roaming: 
Transparency, Technical Aspect and 
Data Overview related to the Proposed 
Regulation on Roaming 
 
January .2007 

The briefing examines aspects of the legal proposal by the 
Commission proposed to modify the regulation of roaming 
tariffs within the Community – COM (2006)382 of 12 July 
2006. The study examines a number of technical issues: 
• Methods to achieve greater tariff transparency; 
• Estimation of technical infrastructure costs and impacts 

on investment; 
• Overview of existing roaming data and their variation; 

and 
• The feasibility of technical implementation of 

transparency and tarrif-reducing measures envisaged in 
the regulation.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25384#sear
ch=%20Technical%20Issues%20on%20Roaming%20 
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Relocation of EU Industry 
An Overview of Literature 
 
December .2006 

This study sheds some light on key elements on the 
phenomenon of relocation (the closing or scaling down of a 
firm’s activities in the home market following the shifting of 
parts of the production chain abroad) by providing a broad 
overview of the existing literature. Several proxies (such as 
statistics on employment, restructuring, trade and investment 
and surveys) can be used to get a sense of the magnitude of 
relocation. Relocation seems to be limited in size and the net 
effect of relocation on job losses and the European economy 
seems to be relatively small. However, some sectors and 
regions seem to have been hit harder. Data suggest that the 
sectors sensitive for relocation are: textiles, clothing and 
leather, electromechanical engineering and the 
chemical/pharmaceutical sector. Worrying signs are the 
increased relocation of services and R&D.  Most literature 
propose a balanced policy approach, tackling the causes of 
relocation (costs differences and market expansion), while at 
the same time devising a proactive industrial policy to 
strengthen the industrial base in Europe, invest in the 
knowledge society and improve the overall framework 
conditions. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/industry/pe382166_en
.pdf INTRANET ONLY 

Security of Energy Supply - The 
Potential and Reserves of Various 
Energy Sources, Technologies 
Furthering Self-Reliance and the 
Impact of Policy Decisions 
 
September 2006 

The study took its point of departure in two profound 
challenges: a) The end of the era of cheap and abundant 
conventional energy resources whilst conventional energy 
resources become more and more geographically 
concentrated, and b) climate change requiring substantial 
reductions in global greenhouse gas emissions. The study 
assesses that a conventional “business as usual” (BAU) 
strategy is likely to face increasing problems when trying to 
cope adequately with these simultaneous challenges. With this 
in mind five scenarios which highlight important strategic 
options and a range of possible future energy solutions for the 
EU25 were developed in this study. (The study uses an 
integrated scenario analysis based on a technology-oriented, 
heuristic, energy-accounting modelling system.) 

On the basis of the scenarios the study points to a number of 
robust policy choices - options that would be required in any 
strategy identifying policy areas that should be given high 
priority for securing energy supply regardless of the strategy 
prioritised.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9633 
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Energy in a future Europe 
 
June 2006 

The briefing note gives an overview of main challenges on the 
agenda of the EU related to energy. It describes e.g. the 
following elements: the Commission green paper, security of 
supply, structure of markets and liberalisation, biomass, 
emission trading scheme, and the European High Level 
Group. An annex lists related projects in the European 
Parliament. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/industry/pe373598_en
.pdf  - INTRANET ONLY 

Price-setting in the Electricity Markets 
within the EU Single Market  
 
March 2006 

The objectives of this study was to analyse the characteristic 
of the main electricity markets within the EU single market, to 
give an assessment of the pricing structures and comparison 
between markets, showing price trends, to show the impact on 
prices to end-users of emissions trading 
certificates/allowances and of the impact of long-term 
contracts on the efficiency of electricity markets in view of the 
European Commission report on progress in the creation of the 
internal electricity (and gas) market (COM(2005) 568).  

The study concludes that electricity markets within the EU are 
highly diverse. However, in general it is clear that 
interconnectivity is low and that pricing is complex and 
dependent on the regulatory framework, capacity and global 
energy prices. Emission Trading Allowances are also complex 
and have the capacity to affect prices and generating mix, 
though it is too early for any such effects to be clear. The 
market should be monitored for such effects over the coming 
years. Long-term contracts are necessary for improved 
stability, efficiency and competitiveness. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9637#searc
h=%20Price-
setting%20in%20the%20Electricity%20Markets%20within%20the%20EU%20Single%20Market%20 

Access to Finance and Venture Capital 
for Industrial SMEs 
 
April .2005 

The study analyses the accessibility of financial resources for 
European SME. In the Lisbon goals an improvement of the 
access of SME to financial resources has been explicitly stated 
as a political target. Accordingly, it is the main objective of 
the study to provide information on five issues: the relevance 
of SMEs for the European economies, the financial structure 
of SMEs with the main focus on the kinds of financial 
resources used by SME in selected countries; the availability 
of venture capital in Europe; the tax situation for 
heterogeneous financing schemes identifying differences in 
the treatment of debt and equity financing by national tax 
laws. The study gives recommendations for an improvement 
of the access of SMEs to financial resources. 

The topics are analysed in-depth for five selected countries 
(Austria, France, Germany, Poland and the United Kingdom) 
representing the variety of European economies and can be 
seen accordingly as a good benchmark for other countries. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=8861 
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How to increase the use of biomass in 
an enlarged Europe 
 
March.2005 

The EU energy policy had set an aim of doubling the share of 
renewable energies in gross inland consumption from 5.4% in 
1997 to 12% by 2010. Bioenergy was to play a key role in the 
implementation of this policy.  

The study provides a comprehensive overview; give concise 
data and present recommendations for policy options to 
increase the use of biomass in the enlarged EU 25. Main 
conclusions on the present situation and future prospects of the 
bio-energy market and the necessary policies to develop this 
market in the EU 25 are given.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=8939 

 
 

Workshops (Presentations - Briefings) 
Internet Governance Forum 2008: A 
European perspective (workshop and 
briefings) 
 
January 2009 

The third meeting of the Internet Governance Forum was held 
in December 2008 in Hyderabad/India. The workshop and the 
briefings aimed at providing analytical research and visions on 
the political, economic, social and legal issues of Internet 
governance expert advice and recommendations to the EP ad 
hoc delegation in order to prepare its input and position. 
The briefing notes were written by Wolgang Kleinwächter 
(Department for Media and Information Sciences of the 
University of Aarhus, Danemark); Rolf Weber (European Law 
Institute and of the Centre for Information and 
Communication Law, Faculty of Law, University of Zürich, 
Switzerland); and Yves Poullet (Research Centre on IT and 
Law - CRID, University of Namur, Belgium). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24639 

Next ("Now") Generation Access 
(NGA): How to adapt the electronic 
communications framework to foster 
investment and promote competition 
for the benefit of consumers? 
(compilation from workshop and 
briefings) 
 
September 2008 

On 15 July 2008 a workshop was held in the EP to stimulate 
discussion and analysis of the regulatory issues surrounding 
the transition towards an NGA environment and its 
implications on competition and investment.  
The exchange of views focussed on how the telecom package 
could strike the right balance in order to foster investment in 
new high-capacity infrastructures and at the same time spur 
competition for the benefit of the consumer. The experts 
expressed their recommendations on the impact of ITRE’s 
substantive amendments voted on 7 July 2008 on the future 
development of NGA. Both a summary of the discussion at the 
workshop and the briefings from the experts are compiled in 
this publication. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=22291 
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Renewable Energy Directive Proposal 
(workshop and briefings) 
 
June 2008 

A workshop was held in April 2008 in the context of the 
adoption of the Directive for the promotion of renewable 
energy sources (COM(2008)0019). The report is a collection 
of briefings drafted by the experts who participated in the 
workshop. The briefings address the issues of:  
• the potential for sustainable biomass and impacts covered 

or not covered by the sustainability criteria proposed in 
the directive  

• the legal implications of articles 8 and 9 on the trade of 
Guarantees of Origin between Member States  

• possible options for flexibility mechanisms that can be 
introduced between Member States and the options for 
government trade; 

• reducing red tape be reduced and streamline authorisations 
for renewable energy investments  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21735 

Opportunities for Renewable Energy 
Development in Europe 
(workshop and briefings) 
 
May .2008 

This report is a collection of briefings drafted by the experts 
who participated in the workshop held in March 2008, in the 
context of the adoption of the Directive for the promotion of 
renewable energy sources (COM(2008)0019). The briefings 
address the issues of:  
• RES potential in Europe and the flexibility mechanisms 

and policy instruments for their promotion at EU and 
Member States level 

• the possibilities and implications of trading in guarantees 
of origin  

• the biomass potentials and transformation strategies in the 
EU and biomass import policies 

• the social impacts of bio-fuels production and processing 
and the inclusion of social aspects in bio-fuels 
sustainability criteria  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=20851 

Towards an efficient exploitation of 
spectrum in the EU: technical, social, 
cultural and economic perspectives  
(workshop and briefings) 
 
April .2008 

The workshop held in March 2008 provided background 
information and advice on certain aspects of the legislative 
proposals of the telecom package amending directives 
2002/19/EC and 2002/21/EC. The following themes were 
debated at the workshop as well as the implications for the EU 
policy on spectrum:  
• The international radio regulations: which margin of 

manoeuvre does the EU have to introduce reforms? 
• Spectrum optimisation: managing interference in a digital 

context 
• Economic regulation of spectrum  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=20812 
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Hydrogen Joint Technology Initiative  
(workshop and briefings) 
 
March  2008 

In light of the adoption of the EP report on the proposal from 
the Commission for a Council Regulation setting up the Fuel 
Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (COM(2007)571), a 
workshop was held in March 2008. The workshop covered 
both the technical/scientific issues related to hydrogen and 
fuel cells technologies as well as the governance issues 
surrounding the precise set-up of the Joint Undertaking. The 
publication includes the briefing notes delivered by the experts 
who participated to the workshop. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21463 

Carbon Capture & Storage (workshop 
report) 
 
December  2006 

The ITRE Committee 21 November 2006 held a workshop 
focused on Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) from an EU 
perspective. The EU is interested in reducing CO2 emissions 
and combating global climate change, while at the same 
time maintaining economic growth and nurturing its 
competitive position by developing commercial near-zero or 
zero emission technologies. The workshop experts presented 
the scientific background, status of CCS development, 
discussed a number of technical options and challenges and 
finally addressed regulatory and policy perspectives specific 
for CCS.  
According to the speakers, the major challenges of CCS 
implementation are related to costs, full-scale demonstration 
plants, commercial operation, consolidation of storage 
technology and public acceptance. In CO2 transportation, 
pipelines are identified as the main technology. The 
workshop participants discussed the importance of CCS in 
the mitigation of climate change, and the preconditions for 
successful implementation of CCS. This discussion included 
the need for initiatives from European policy-makers.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17535 

The European Gas Markets—Price-
setting, structures, and future 
prospects (workshop report)  
 
November  2006 

On 10 October 2006, the ITRE Committee hosted a 
workshop aimed to provide background information on EU 
gas markets and to give advice on important current issues 
facing them. Eight speakers, with diverse backgrounds 
ranging from academia to business, spoke on these topics. 
MEP Lena Ek chaired the workshop. 
The speakers of the workshop spoke on three themes: the 
structure of European gas markets; gas pricing and related 
issues; and the appropriate regulatory role for national and 
European governments. Some of the main issues raised 
were: 
• The unprecedented change of European gas markets  
• The unclear future direction of the EU gas and need for 

establishing a framework for enforcing existing Gas 
Directives and promoting the efficient transportation of 
gas across Europe. 

• Competition versus large investment  
• Exciting possibilities offered by market developments  
• How to change the status quo. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=13163  
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Workshop on the Assessment of the 
level of bureaucracy in the EU's 6th 
Research Framework Programme and 
suggested remedies 
 
February 2006  
 

The workshop aimed to prepare background information and 
advice for the members of the ITRE Committee in 
connection with the implementation of the FP6. Speakers 
were Amanda Crowfoot (Head of UKRO), Amelie 
Schwalber (GABO:millarium), Prof. Dr. Sierd Cloetingh, 
Vrije University Amsterdam) & John Murlis, European 
Academies Science Advisory Council). The following issues 
were discussed, inter alia with a view to finding remedies to 
problem areas:  
• Minimum degree of bureaucracy necessary for 

budgetary control and auditing purposes. 
• Procedures for processing applications. 
• Time it takes to receive an answer from the 

Commission on proposals, and possible delays in the 
process. 

• Quantity of information required to apply and prior to 
receiving payment. 

• Decision-making procedure in the European 
Commission. 

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepa/industry/Workshop
%20itre%2022%20feb%202006.pdf.pdf  - INTRANET ONLY 

Workshop on Barriers to Participation 
in European Research Programmes 
 
February 2006  

The briefing note assesses that the European Framework 
Programmes have been a major force for implementation of 
the EU's aims to improve collaboration in research and 
mobility of researchers. However, the briefing also 
concludes that the FPs should be as inclusive as possible, if 
to deliver a major part in the Lisbon Strategy. It suggests 
discussing the following measures to improve participation: 
Adopting a multi stage process; simplifying the 
administrative process for application; reducing delay in 
award of contract; and streamlining reporting procedures. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9646 

 

On-going studies 
Industry/ Space GMES/Kopernikus Study 
Research Mobility of young researchers Briefing Paper 
ICT Next generation networks Study 

Assessment of potential and promotion of new 
generations of renewable technologies including 
next generation off-shore wind power plants and 
large-scale hydro or tidal power plants 

Study and Workshop 

Gas and oil pipelines in Europe Briefing Paper 
EU energy markets: electricity and gas Study 

Energy 

Financing low carbon technologies - mechanism 
and priorities 

Workshop 
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Consumer Protection Studies and Briefings 

 
Workshop Report - "Transposition, 
implementation and enforcement of 
consumer law" 
 
May 2009 
 

This report provides a summary of the roundtable 
discussion on transposition, implementation and 
enforcement of consumer law. The roundtable discussion 
aimed at presenting an overview of the problems and 
challenges faced in transposing and implementing EU 
consumer legislation. It discussed transposition problems 
in general and looked at the transposition, implementation 
and enforcement of the Unfair Commercial Practices 
Directive and the Misleading and Comparative Advertising 
Directive in detail. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=fr&file=26088 

Briefing Note on "Transposition, 
implementation and enforcement of 
consumer law" 
 
March 2009 
 

The note has been prepared as a background for the IMCO inter-
parliamentary committee meeting on consumer law and intends 
to provide some ideas for a joint discussion and present an 
overview of the problems and challenges faced in transposing 
and implementing EU consumer legislation. It discusses 
transposition problems in general and looks at the transposition, 
implementation and enforcement of the Unfair Commercial 
Practices Directive and the Misleading and Comparative 
Advertising Directive in detail. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=fr&file=26329 
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Study on "Consumer experience of 
legal guarantees - Transposition and 
implementation of the two year 
guarantee contained in the Sales 
Directive"  
 
February  2009 

The study focuses in particular on Article 3 and 5 of the 
Consumer Sales Directive (1999/44/EC), on time limits and on 
the remedies available to consumers. It looks at the available 
evidence Europe-wide, and examines through original 
qualitative research experiences in three Member States – Italy, 
Poland and the United Kingdom.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24212 

Briefing Notes on "Transposition and 
Enforcement of the Directive on unfair 
commercial practices (2005/29/EC) 
and Directive concerning misleading 
and comparative advertising 
(2006/114/EC)"  
 
November 2008 

The notes describe the state of transposition and enforcement of 
those Directives and identify problematic sectors. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23131 

Study on "The values underlying the 
draft common frame of reference: 
What role for fairness and social 
justice"?  
 
September 2008 

This study provides an in-depth analysis of the provisions of the 
draft Common Frame of Reference (DCFR), in order to assess if 
the DCFR perceives contract law only as a tool for regulating 
private law relations between equally strong parties or if it 
contains elements of 'social justice' in favour of consumers, 
victims of discrimination, small and medium sized enterprises 
and other possibly weaker parties to contracts. After introducing 
the notion of social justice and its relationship to European 
contract law, this study explores the key social justice issues in 
the DCFR, their content and sources of inspiration. Finally, the 
last chapter draws some conclusions on the question if a balance 
has been struck among conflicting values and in particular 
between, on the one hand, individual private autonomy as 
expressed in the idea of freedom of contract, and on the other 
hand, principles of protection of weaker contracting parties 
responding to demands for social solidarity. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=22988 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23651 

Briefing Notes on "Financial 
Education" 
 
May 2008 

This compilation of five briefing papers provides an overview of 
the benefits of consumer financial education, highlight the 
characteristics of best practice financial education schemes and 
propose concrete actions that could be implemented to increase 
financial literacy. The authors find that financial education 
schemes should be elaborated in cooperation with different 
actors, differentiated according to target groups and 
disseminated through a variety of channels. The papers conclude 
that the focus on EU level should be on the coordination of 
activities and dissemination of best practice, and outline a 
number of specific actions. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21051 

Study on the "Safety and liability 
issues relating to Package Travel" 
 
January 2008 

This study highlights some of the gaps in the EU package travel 
law by answering a number of specific questions related to 
statistical evidence, Community legislation, and US legislation. 
It also suggests possible solutions to fill these gaps.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19069 
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Study on the "Safety and liability 
issues relating to construction 
products" 
 
January 2008 

The study provides an overview of current Community 
legislation on safety and liability issues with respect to 
construction products, addressing in particular Directive 
89/106/EEC relating to construction products. It offers a 
discussion on the function of the CE mark with respect to 
construction products from a user point of view and discusses 
the impact of the harmonised reaction to fire performance 
classification system. The paper provides a presentation and an 
analysis of statistics relating to accidents and injuries caused by 
construction products and a brief comparative analysis of 
relevant federal legislation on construction products in the US. 
Areas in the Community legislation where clear problems or 
gaps exist have been identified and analysed. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19068 

Study on the "Safety and liability 
issues relating to toys" 
 
January 2008 

 Recent toy recalls have directed attention to the importance of 
toy safety. This study seeks to highlight some of the gaps in the 
EU toy safety net by answering a number of specific questions 
related to toy safety legislation, the function of the CE mark, 
major recent toy recalls and their follow-up by Member States. 
It also offers a presentation and analysis of statistics relating to 
accidents and injuries caused by toys and provides an overview 
of the relevant federal legislation in the US. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19074 

Note on the "Review of the Timeshare 
Directive" 
 
November 2007 

The note focuses on the scope of the Timeshare Directive and its 
relation with other Community instruments. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18111 

Report on the "Consumer Credit 
Directive" Workshop - 20 October 
2007  
 
October 2007 

This compilation of briefing notes and workshop summary 
analyses the following aspects of the proposed Consumer Credit 
Directive: the "targeted harmonization" approach, pre-
contractual and contractual information, consultation 
requirements and the standard information  form . 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17972 

Briefing Note on "Revision of the 
Consumer acquis "  
 
June 2007 

The briefing note provides an overview of the transposition of 
the eight Directives which are the subject of the Commission's 
Green Paper on the review of the Consumer acquis in the 27 
Member States. It also outlines policy options for harmonisation 
in order to improve the single market without endangering the 
level of consumer protection. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24851 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24848 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24849 
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Background Note on "Revision of the 
Consumer acquis "  
 
June 2007 

The briefing note provides an overview of the transposition of 
the eight Directives which are the subject of the Commission's 
Green Paper on the review of the Consumer acquis in the 27 
Member States. It also outlines policy options for harmonisation 
in order to improve the single market without endangering the 
level of consumer protection. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=es&file=25551 

Briefing Note "Broad Economic 
Analysis on the impact of the proposed 
Directive on Consumer Credit" 
 
April 2007 

This note presents the results of an economic analysis of the 
modified proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on credit agreements for consumers 
amending Council Directive 93/13/EC. The note served as 
supportive material during the second reading of the co-decision 
procedure leading to the adoption of the consumer credit 
directive. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16641 

Briefing Note entitled "Redress & 
Alternative Dispute Resolution in 
Cross-Border E-commerce 
Transactions" 
 
January 2007 

The briefing note describes the different forms of online dispute 
resolution highlighting the advantages and disadvantages and 
providing examples of successful models. It also gives an 
overview of possible actions on the EU level to increase uptake 
in online dispute resolution. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25559 

Briefing Note entitled "Consumer 
Credit Directive" 
 
September 2006 

The  briefing note focuses on the some of the legislative options 
contained in the modified Proposal concerning consumer 
credit  published by the European Commission in 2005. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=12553 

Briefing Note on "Liability of 
Principal Contractors: Selected 
National Experiences"  
 
April 2006 

This briefing note illustrates in detail client liability rules 
enacted in selected Member States. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25555 
 

 
Internal Market Studies and Briefings 

 
Workshop Report "Implementation of 
the Services Directive" 
 
April 2009 
 

The Service Directive is due to be implemented in Member 
States by the end of this year. Certain surveys and analysis 
conducted have shown that there is uneven pace in the 
transposition processes in individual Member States.1 The aim 
of the Workshop is to invite representatives from a selection 
of Member States to present the state of play of the national 
implementation. 
The focus is on the practical implementation of the Points of 
Single Contact and the potential for reduced administrative 
burdens for business in the Internal Market. Of special interest 
will be to highlight best practices in the field. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=fr&file=26328 
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Study on "Online Hotel Reservation 
Systems"  
 
February 2009 

Online hotel reservation systems are increasing in importance 
and greatly facilitate cross-border consumer activity. The 
Internet has enabled hotels to contract directly with a huge 
number of potential customers. It has also revitalised the role of 
agents and lead to a new type of agent, the web agent or travel 
gate, selling a far wider range of accommodation on behalf of a 
far wider range of hotels. However, while online booking has 
increased the range of offers available, there are also some 
emerging worries due to examples of unfair commercial 
practices and lack of transparency related to such reservations. 
This study, conducted by Civic Consulting, looks at both pre-
contractual and contractual matters concerning online hotel 
reservation systems, examines relevant Community rules, 
identifies gaps and, where needed, discusses possible policy 
options.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24208 

Study on "Policy options for the 
proposed directive on patient's rights 
in cross-border healthcare" 
 
January 2009 
 

The objective of the study is to highlight policy options in 
relation to the recent proposal put forth by the European 
Commission for a directive on the application of patient’s rights 
in cross-border healthcare. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24111 

Workshop Report "Machinery for 
Pesticide Application: Improving 
spraying equipment to achieve 
sustainable use of pesticides"  
 
January 2009 
 

The aim of the Workshop is to invite policy and scientific 
experts in order to provide their technical knowledge on the 
main aspects of the Commission proposal for a Directive on 
Machinery for Pesticide Application. The Workshop will 
examine the existing International and European standards 
applicable on pesticide application machinery, and discuss how 
the proposed environmental requirements for new machinery 
can be improved in order to guarantee a high standard of 
protection while ensuring a level playing field for manufacturers 
and fair competition in the internal market. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23891 

Workshop Report "Protecting 
consumers in respect of Videogames"  
 
January 2009 
 

The aim of the workshop is to take stock of the social impacts of 
video games and analyse policy responses to prevent the 
possible adverse effects of violent video games. The rapid 
development of video- and internet gaming accentuates the need 
to find ways to better protect consumers, including solutions 
relating to age verification systems and the prevention of the 
spread of violent games under minors. The workshop discussed 
the effectiveness of different policy options ranging from 
voluntary schemes and guidelines versus EU legislation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=24135 
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Study on "Review of the Roaming 
Regulation"  
 
December 2008 
 

The study provides an analysis of policy options relating to the 
extension of the duration and the scope of the Roaming 
Regulation. In particular, the report reviews the effects that 
could be foreseen if the Regulation is not extended beyond 30 
June 2010 and provides proposals for future price caps. It also 
looks at whether the scope of the Regulation should be 
broadened to cover short message services (SMS), multimedia 
messaging services (MMS) and other data roaming. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23471 

Workshop on Pre-Commercial 
Procurement - Compilation of 
presentations 
 
November 2008 

This compilation includes presentation from scholars and 
practitioners sharing their experiences in order to identify 
main obstacles of innovation driven Pre-Commercial 
Procurement in the EU.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23311 

Study on "Type approval 
requirements for the general safety of 
motor vehicles" 
 
November 2008 
 

The study provides an assessment of the impacts of the proposal 
for a Regulation concerning type approval requirements for the 
general safety of motor vehicles (COM(2008)316 – 
2007/0243(COD). The report analyses Tyre Pressure Monitoring 
Systems (TPMS), Low Rolling Resistance (TLRR) and Tyre 
Wet Grip (TWG) requirements focusing on financial implication 
for manufacturers, repercussions on consumer retail prices, 
expected road safety benefits (casualty reductions, and other 
indirect benefits e.g. healthcare savings) and environmental 
benefits. In addition to this, alternative instruments to more 
effectively achieve the safety and environmental objectives are 
proposed. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23379 

Study on "Online Gambling"  
 
November 2008 

The study analyses policy options to ensure a reliable and 
transparent online gambling market. It assesses the effect of 
different ownership structures of gambling operators (state-owned, 
monopolised or liberalised) and the consequences of the prohibition 
of online gambling. The study looks in detail at how codes of 
conduct are able to ensure the integrity of online gambling 
operators. It also undertakes to identify the extent of consumer 
detriment with regards to fraud, money laundering, misleading 
advertising, problem gambling and under-age gambling. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23191 
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Study on "Hotel Safety"  
 
November 2008 

As it is now, no common minimum standards exist that define the 
safety of hotels in Europe. The 1986 Council Recommendation on 
fire safety in existing hotels provides a basis for creating common 
minimum standards for fire safety in European hotels, but a number 
of stakeholders have raised concerns about its limited effect on hotel 
safety in Europe. Moreover, the Recommendation only deals with 
fire safety and leaves out for example such safety questions as pool 
safety, food safety (hygiene), and carbon monoxide safety. While 
the 1986 Council Recommendation has to some extent been 
implemented in all EU Member States, differences exist between 
Member States for instance as to whether the provisions apply to all 
hotels, or only to new or newly renovated establishments. On the 
EU level, the 1986 Council Recommendation was followed in 2003 
by a Commission report on the safety of services, which concludes 
that there is a need for systematic data collection on service related 
injuries and accidents before further measures can be taken. [...] 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23345 

Study on "Third-Party Testing of 
Toys"  
 
October 2008 

The study outlines the merits and drawbacks of mandatory third-
party testing of toys, by providing facts on the current situation 
and different stakeholders’ opinions on mandatory third-party 
testing of toys. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=22911 

Study on "Directory Companies in the 
context of current and future internal 
market legislation aimed at the 
protection of consumers and SMEs" 
 
October 2008 

This study provides an overview of the extent of problems of 
'directory companies' reported to apply misleading practices. It 
describes judicial and non-judicial measures taken by affected 
enterprises and discusses initiatives by Member States aimed at 
tackling these practices. The study further presents an overview of 
the current EU legal framework and its national implementation. 
Finally, the study concludes with a discussion of options for EU-
level action. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=22748 

Workshop on "Hotel Safety - 
Compilation of presentations" 
 
July 2008 

The workshop focused on fire and carbon monoxide safety 
aspects in hotels and holiday resorts. Its aim was to inform 
Members and other stakeholders about the current legal 
framework and the situation in practice across the EU. It 
considered the concerns of consumers, authorities and the hotel 
sector and consider the solutions to improve the safety of 
consumers. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21849 
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Briefing Notes on "Defence 
Procurement" 
 
May 2008 

The compilation includes 3 briefing papers related to the 
Commission proposal on Defence Procurement. The first paper 
deals with legal remedies in the field and argues for the 
introduction of specific legal remedies in the form of a separated 
remedies Directive for the defence sector. The second briefing 
gives an overview of offsets and reciprocal arrangements in 
defence procurement and shows tat different arrangements of 
offsets exist in the Member States. The effects of offsets vary 
and there is a need to monitor developments in, among others, 
European defence supply chains. The last paper discusses the 
potential economic impacts of the Directive and takes a sceptical 
stance with regard to the volume of additional trade that would e 
generated by the Directive. Certain doubts are also raised 
concerning the Directive's practicality. As the scope of the 
Directive, the paper suggests that there is a case for excluding 
non-military security equipment. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21031 

Briefing Note on "Improving the 
Internal Market Scoreboard and the 
Consumer Markets Scoreboard"  
 
May 2008 

The five briefing papers commissioned by IMCO look into the 
relevance of the current Internal Market Scoreboard and how it 
could be developed, especially with regard as to which 
indicators to elaborate. Another important issue concerns the 
relation between the Internal Market and the Consumer Markets 
Scoreboard and here the experts analysed how the two could 
support and reinforce the policy development work in the field 
as well as to what extent some of the same indicators could 
apply for both Scoreboards, or if different sets of indicators 
should be called for. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=20971 

Workshop Report on "Roaming - 
Cutting the cost of mobile phone users 
- is the Roaming Regulation 
working?"  
 
December 2007 

The aim of the workshop was to take stock of the early 
experiences with the implementation of the Roaming 
Regulation. It looked at the introduction of the Eurotariff 
and alternative tariff plans, the implementation of the 
transparency requirements and the functioning of 
supervision and enforcement. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=fr&file=25731 

Study entitled "Obligations of cross-
border service providers"  
 
April 2007 

The study explores the national rules on obligations of service 
providers in five illustrative areas of particular significance for 
the Internal Market (entertainment, telecommunications, rail 
transport, legal advice and health). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=16583 

Workshop Report on " Promoting 
professionalism and best practice in 
public procurement"  
April 2007 

This note is the summary of the workshop “Promoting 
professionalism and best practice in public procurement”, held 
in Brussels on 20 March 2007 bringing together public 
procurement experts form a variety of Member States and 
institutions. The workshop dealt with both the analysis and 
suggestions for measures to improve professionalism and best 
practice in public procurement. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25611 
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Study on "Roaming: An assessment of 
the Commission Proposal on 
Roaming"  
 
February 2007 
 

The study provides an analysis of the Commission’s proposal on 
Roaming focusing on the suggested price caps and their 
calculation methods. It analyses the impact of regulation on the 
wholesale and retail level.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=22171 

Briefing Note entitled "Review award 
of public contracts" 
 
February 2007 

The briefing provides an analysis of the appropriate standstill 
and suspension periods before signing a contract awarded 
through a public procurement procedure. It also elaborates on 
the desired consequences of an illegally concluded contract 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25567 
Briefing note entitled "Refusal to 
Serve Consumers because of their 
Nationality or Residence - Distortions 
in the Internal Market for E-
commerce Transactions?" 
 
January 2007 

The briefing note provides an overview of the motives of e-
commerce businesses to engage in territorial differentiation and 
examines whether territorial differentiation can result in a 
serious distortion of the Internal Market. It makes 
recommendations as to what measures should be taken to 
remove barriers that prevent consumers from buying goods and 
services on-line throughout the Internal Market. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25563  
Briefing Note on "The impact of the 
European Court of Justice Case Law 
on Nationals Systems for Cross-Border 
Health Service Provision" 
 
January 2007 

This briefing note provides information on the structure of 
health care systems with respect to cross-border health care in 
selected Member States. It examines to what extent rulings from 
the European Court of Justice (ECJ) have caused Member States 
to make legislative or administrative changes, and the challenges 
that have been experienced in this regard. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25571 
Briefing Note on "The ECJ Case Law 
on Cross-Border Aspects of Health 
Services" 
 
January 2007 

This briefing note summarises the case law on cross-border 
health services. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25615 
Briefing Note entitled "Information 
Requirements in the Digital 
Environment"  
 
January 2007 

The briefing note analyses whether the information requirements 
in current EU legislation (e.g. Distance Selling Directive, E-
commerce Directive etc.) are appropriate in the context of the 
digital environment and identifies some of the problems with the 
current regulatory regime. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25575  
Briefing Note entitled "Consumer 
Confidence in the Digital 
Environment" 
 
January 2007 

The purpose of this briefing paper is to assess the main barriers 
that prevent consumers from buying goods and services from 
other member states, assess whether trustmarks or new 
technologies have an impact on those barriers, as well as 
identifying measures that could be taken to encourage European 
consumers to take full advantage of the internal market by 
buying goods and service online from other countries. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=25579  
Briefing Note entitled "Special Regime 
for Public-Private Partnerships with 
Limited Local Field of Activity" 
 
October 2006 

The briefing analyses the policy options related to the creation 
of a special regime for public-private partnerships with limited 
local field of activity. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9624 
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Briefing Note entitled "The 
Applicability of Internal Market Rules 
for Inter-Communal Co-operations" 
 
September 2006 

This briefing note examines the applicability of the Internal 
Market rules to inter-communal cooperation. It provides an 
overview of ECJ rulings on the award of contracts to “in-house” 
undertakings and assesses the economic impact of excluding 
inter-communal cooperation from public procurement 
legislation. The second part of this briefing note then gives a 
short overview of inter-communal cooperation in Austria, 
France, Germany, Italy and Sweden. Given the different forms 
of inter-communal cooperation used in the various Member 
States, legal uncertainty still remains with regards to the exact 
extent to which the Internal Market rules are applicable to inter-
communal cooperation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9620 

Briefing Note entitled "Transposition 
of Directive 91/477/EEC on Control of 
the Acquisition and Possession of 
Weapons in 10 EU Member States" 
 
September 2006 

This briefing note reviews the state of transposition of the 
Directive in 10 EU member states: Belgium, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Slovenia, Sweden and the 
United Kingdom. The briefing note focuses on the following 
issues: registration, marking and tracing, classification of 
firearms, special provisions regarding acquisition of weapons, 
the functioning of the European Firearms Pass, legal provisions 
on brokering and the deactivation of firearms. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9616 

Briefing Note entitled "Impact of 
Selected Topics related to the 
Proposed Directive on Pyrotechnic 
Articles"  
 
August 2006 

This briefing analyses several policy options regarding 
pyrotechnic articles. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9612 

Briefing Note "The Public 
Procurement Directives: Transposition 
in EU Member States"  
 
June 2006) 

This briefing note provides a detailed description of the current 
state of transposition of the public procurement directives in the 
EU25. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9608  
Briefing Note on "Public-Private 
Partnerships: National Experiences in 
the European Union"  
 
February 2006 

This briefing note provides an overview of the main models of 
public-private partnerships employed in the European Union, 
ranging from contractual schemes which provide for a marginal 
involvement of the private sector, to complex forms of PPP 
implying a greater allocation of risk and responsibility to the 
private party. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9599 

Briefing Note on "European 
Standardisation: Current Issues and 
Expected Progress " 
 
February 2006 

This briefing note describes the major pending issues of 
European standardisation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=9589 
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Briefing Note on "Public-Private 
Partnership: Models and Trends in the 
European Union"  
 
February 2006 

The briefing focuses on the possibility of a special regime 
governing the creation of public-private partnerships. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=fr&file=9593 

Study on "Parliament's Amendments 
to a Commission Proposal on Nominal 
Quantities for Pre-Packed Products"  
 
November 2005 

The study assesses the positive and negative impacts (costs and 
benefits) – in economic, social and environmental terms – of a 
certain policy option and of the amendments tabled in first 
reading (at the committee stage), and aims at gaining insight into 
alternative policy choices (full liberalisation; no change 
scenario). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=22172 

"Professional Sport in the Internal 
Market" 
 
September 2005 

The study examines how Community law affects professional 
sport, particularly with regard to the internal market and related 
competition issues.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=8951 

"Services of General Interest in the 
Internal Market" 
 
February 2005 

The study is devoted to the definition and scope of services of 
general (economic) interest, to liberalisation and regulation 
measures related thereto. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=8947 

 
 

 
On-going studies 

 
Study on "Effectiveness of Market 
Surveillance in the Member States"
 
expected Autumn 2009 

The study describes measures taken by Member States for the 
effective functioning and strengthening of market surveillance 
authorities, actions to set up market surveillance programmes 
and stepping -up control systems. It also gives an overview of 
the products presenting a serious risk. 
 

Study on "Transposition of the 
Directive on the recognition of 
professional qualifications"  
expected Autumn 2009 
 

The study aims at providing a) a general overview of the state of 
play regarding the transposition, implementation and 
enforcement of Directive 2005/36/EC in the 27 Member States; 
b) an in-depth analysis of possible legal and administrative 
challenges in the transposition, implementation and 
enforcement, based on representative examples in different 
Member States, in order to find out which factors determine 
success/failure; and c) examples of good practices in Member 
States, or with regard to other (related) regulation, to enhance 
the effectiveness and efficiency of the implementation and 
enforcement of Directive 2005/36/EC. 
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Expertise requested by the Temporary Committee on Climate Change 
 

 
Studies 

 
International Forest Policy : Integrated 
Climate and Forestry Policy Options - 
The Implications of Carbon Financing 
for pro-poor Community Forestry : 
How do we Design Forest Policy Tools 
to Jointly Address Climate Change, 
Environmental and Development Goals 
? (Which Forest Policy to Address 
Climate Change, Environmental and 
Development Goals ?) 
 
(October 2008) 

The study addresses the integrated climate and forestry policy 
options in developing countries, focussing on the implications of 
carbon financing for pro-poor community forestry. Specifically, 
it considers the implications of carbon financing for pro-poor 
community forestry. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23272 
 
Financing climate change policies in 
developing countries 
 
(July 2008) 

The report assesses the interaction between climate change 
financing and development aid. It also provides an overview of 
EC programmes and international EC funded financing 
initiatives aimed at developing countries in the field of climate 
change mitigation and adaptation and recommendations to 
improve coherence and effectiveness of the different EC 
mechanisms 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21631 
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Competitive distortions and leakage in a 
world of different carbon prices. Trade, 
competitiveness and employment 
challenges when meeting the post-2012 
climate commitments in the European 
Union 
 
(July 2008) 

This study compilation is an attempt to present the policy options 
available in a possible future situation of different levels of 
ambitions in climate policies. It asks the question whether 
competitive distortions and leakage present a realistic danger in a 
world of different carbon prices. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21551 
 
Energy/emission saving policies in 
urban areas – sustainable cities: Best 
practices “Building efficiency and 
household emissions and energy use”   
 
(June 2008) 

In Europe, numerous good practice examples related to emission 
reductions in cities can be found. The aim of the following 
compilation is to identify medium-scale examples that are 
innovative, show short-term emission reductions and are 
replicable to other urban areas throughout Europe. The focus lies 
on energy efficiency in buildings, household emissions and 
energy use. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21531 
 
Burden Sharing - impact of climate 
change mitigation policies on growth 
and jobs 
 
(March 2003) 

This report provides a synthesis and review of existing studies 
addressing the impact of climate change mitigation polices on 
growth and jobs in different economic sectors (energy, iron and 
steel, cement, transport, construction). It looks at the 
implications of different mitigation scenarios for 2020 and 
beyond.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19998 
 
United States Climate Change Policy 
 
(March 2003) 

The United States’ cumulative GHG emissions have continued to 
be among the world’s largest – topped only by the rise in 
Chinese emissions on an annual basis. Many regions, states, and 
municipalities have begun to implement policies to reduce 
emissions on their own and in concert with other regions, states, 
and municipalities. These efforts are complemented by action in 
the private and nongovernmental sectors and, in part driven by 
local and business initiatives, new proposals for legislation in the 
U.S. Congress. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19959 
 
Engaging developing countries in 
climate change negotiations 
 
(March 2008) 

Engaging the developing world has become increasingly more 
important and urgent. This paper explores the possible ways to 
attract developing countries on board in addressing climate 
change and reducing their own emissions. The paper concludes 
with a menu card of policy options and a set of recommendations 
on a long-term objective, on policies and measures 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=20148 
 
State of play of post-Bali negotiations 
 
(March 2008) 

The note summarises the status of negotiations after the Bali 
meeting (COP 13/CMP 3) of December 2007, and presents the 
issues at stake for building the elements of a future climate 
agreement. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19955 
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Engaging other main actors: Engaging 
emerging economies Removing barriers 
for technology cooperation 
 
(March 2008) 

For emerging economies technology transfer is crucial in order 
to ensure a steady energy supply for their rapid economic 
development. Energy demand in these countries is growing fast, 
particularly in India and China. To ensure that the economic 
growth is not coupled with the high GHG emission growth, 
technology transfer of low-carbon technologies and technology 
avoiding negative impact on adaptation is essential. The briefing 
gives an overview of key partnerships and points the barriers that 
technology transfer is facing and examples for appropriate tools 
that can help to overcome the remaining obstacles and promote 
technology transfer and climate change-related projects. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19911 
 
Options and Implications of Linking the 
EU ETS with other Emissions Trading 
Schemes 
 
(March 2008) 

In this note, different options of linking the EU ETS with other 
emissions trading schemes are quantitatively and qualitatively 
assessed, as well as the economic and environmental impacts and 
the design implications of these options. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19802 
 
An overview of global greenhouse gas 
emissions and emissions reduction 
scenarios for the future 
 
(February 2008) 

This study focuses on carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from 
fossil fuels. Key drivers of these emissions are activity, 
economics, energy intensity and carbon intensity. As reducing 
GDP or population is not a likely aim of climate policy, the 
primary means of affecting emissions is to change the last two of 
the four factors: reducing the amount of energy needed per GDP, 
and decarbonising the fuel mix. The study tries to quantify 
current greenhouse emissions and anticipate their future 
evolution which are important analytical inputs for 
policymaking. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19411 
 
Climate Change Impacts and Responses 
in Bangladesh 
 
(January 2008) 

Bangladesh is frequently cited as one of the most vulnerable 
countries to climate change. Many of the anticipated adverse 
affects of climate change, such as sea level rise, higher 
temperatures, enhanced monsoon precipitation, and an increase 
in cyclone intensity, will aggravate the existing stresses that 
already impede development in Bangladesh, particularly by 
reducing water and food security and damaging essential 
infrastructure. These impacts could be extremely detrimental to 
the economy, the environment, national development, and the 
people of Bangladesh 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19195 
 
Climate Change and India: Impacts, 
Policy Responses and a Framework for 
EU-India Cooperation 
 
(January 2008) 

The purpose of this note is to provide a brief overview of the 
impacts that climate change is having on the Indian economy 
(section 1), government policies that are in place (section 2), 
India’s contribution to global greenhouse gases and mitigation 
efforts currently underway (section 3), indicative areas for 
collaboration between the EU and India on adaptation to climate 
change as well as on mitigation efforts (section 4). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=19208 
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Climate change–induced water stress 
and its impact on natural and managed 
ecosystems 
 
(January 2008) 

This study has shown that much of the impact anticipated from 
climate change can be attributed to changes in water regimes. 
The simple summary is to say that this means in some places 
there will be too much water, in other places not enough; but the 
story is more complex – shifts in the timing of runoff due to 
early snow melt; increased annual average precipitation but 
falling in winter instead of during the growing season; 
interactions with rising CO2 levels and temperatures that can 
benefit certain plant species, but only up to a point. Preparing for 
and responding to climate impacts will require reviewing 
approaches to natural and managed ecosystems, for example 
through the lens of ecosystem services, by which greater 
emphasis is placed on the preservation of healthy ecosystems; 
and through sustainable agricultural and forestry practices that 
can lend to rather than working against climate resilience and 
species health. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19073 
 
Climate Change Legislation and 
Initiatives at International Level and 
Design options for Future International 
Climate Policy 
 
(December 2007) 

This study provides background information for the Conference 
of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Conference 
of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol (COP/MOP) in December 2007 in Bali, Indonesia 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=18491 
 
China and climate change: Impacts and 
policy responses 
 
(October 2007) 

This study seeks to demonstrate that the challenges for China 
posed by climate change are real. The scientific evidence of 
investigations by Chinese and international bodies 
overwhelmingly indicates that the threat to the sustainability of 
China’s future social and economic development, as well as to 
fragile ecosystems, will intensify. The Chinese government is 
trying to address those problems, but will Beijing policies be 
capable of halting the recent inexorable and accelerating increase 
in China’s GHG emissions? 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18039 
 
China's energy policy in the light of 
climate change, and options for 
cooperation with the EU 
 
(October 2007) 

Since the 1990s, China has been making impressive headway 
with its new comprehensive energy strategy and moved away 
from its obsession with coal and oil. Nowadays, it looks for 
renewable and clean sources of energy in order to deal with 
scarcity, environmental hazards and security risks. In this paper 
it is found that the EU’s response to this new policy is only 
partially successful. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=18035 
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Climate change legislation and 
initiatives at EU level 
 
(October 2007) 

The study was to review current and prospective EU climate 
policy related legislation and initiatives and provide 
recommendations for future policies. It evaluates current 
performance and puts forward options for reform in the post-
2012 regime. For policy actions already affecting the 
commitment period up to 2012, three priorities are underlined all 
with the aim of improving the cost-effectiveness of climate 
policies: create a better functioning internal market for energy, 
take a more selective approach to regulatory energy standards, 
and use more market based mechanisms to reduce road transport 
emissions. For the period post 2012, two issues are stressed: the 
needed reform of the ETS, and the challenges involved in 
distributing the target reductions among member states. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=18835 
 
National Legislation and national 
initiatives and programmes (since 2005) 
on topics related to climate change 
 
(September 2007) 

This study presents national legislation, initiatives and 
programmes recently launched by EU Member States and EEA 
countries to tackle climate change. Lessons learnt from 'good' 
EU practices and efforts aimed at halting the loss of biodiversity 
and the fight to climate change indicate that these initiatives 
were not successful, mainly due to weak implementation (e.g. 
the lack of financial resources) and lack of political will. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=17631 
 
 
 

 
Briefing notes for delegations 

 
UNFCCC – COP 14 in Poznan 
(December 2008) 
 
(November 2008) 

This briefing note has been prepared in relation to the 
Committee Delegation participation at the Poznań Conference 
(COP14, CMP4) in December. Four key issues or ‘hot topics’ 
are examined in the note: sectoral approaches; Clean 
Development Mechanism (CDM) and Land Use, Land Use 
Change and Forestry (LULUCF); Reduction of Emissions from 
Deforestation in Developing Countries (REDD); and financing 
and development 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=23435 
 
Energy and Climate Change in Russia 
 
(July 2008) 

The report addresses the impacts of climate change in Russia, it 
analyses how Russia’s oil and gas contributes to climate change 
worldwide, it identifies the main opportunities in Russia to 
mitigate climate change. It also presents the framework of 
cooperation between the EU and Russia and suggests some 
opportunities for enhancing EU-Russia cooperation on climate 
change. This was prepared in view of the Committee Delegation 
visit to Russia which took place in October 2008 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=21815 
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Studies 
 

Agricultural Technologies for 
Developing Countries  
 
 

The study investigates the contribution of selected important 
agricultural production systems and technologies (incl. rainwater 
harvesting, conservation agriculture, rice intensification system, 
organic farming, agroforestry systems and transgenic plants) to 
higher food production and food security with focus on small-
scale farmers in developing countries. It then suggests options 
for action within European development policies and 
development cooperation. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa2008-02_en.pdf 
Annex 1: Case Study "Rainwater Harvesting"  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa2008-02_annex1_en.pdf 
Annex 2: Case Study "Conservation Agriculture"  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa2008-02_annex2_en.pdf 
Annex 3: Case Study "The system of rice intensification" 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa2008-02_annex3_en.pdf 
Annex 4: Case Study "Organic farming" 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa2008-02_annex4_en.pdf 
Annex 5: Case Study "Agroforestry systems" 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa2008-02_annex5_en.pdf 
Annex 6: Case Study "Transgenic crops" 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa2008-02_annex6_en.pdf 

Human Enhancement The study looks into policy options that the EU could take 
towards human enhancement. The project started with an 
inventory of existing human enhancement technologies, those 
under development and those envisioned, together with an 
assessment of the relevant debate. Two expert meetings were 
then held: the first focused on the way concepts (e.g. ‘treatment’) 
and boundaries (e.g. between ‘enhancement’ and ‘treatment’) 
would change as a result of human enhancement; the second 
dealt with the regulation of human enhancement. The outcome of 
these activities formed the basis for a background paper for a 
workshop, followed by delivery of the final study. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa2007-13_en.pdf 
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Implications of Global Trends in 
Eating Habits for Climate Change, 
Health and Natural Resources 

The study outlines the contribution of intensive livestock 
production to climate change and the health risk associated with 
diets high in meat consumption. Natural resources required to 
produce animal-based and plant-based protein are contrasted and 
diets with different levels of both protein intakes compared. 
According to world population projections three scenarios are 
created to demonstrate the prospective requirements and 
greenhouse emissions for animal and plant protein production: 
minimal (consumption of animal protein only via milk and eggs), 
optimal (diets with a low meat intake) and maximum (current 
level of meat consumption extended to developing countries).  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa2008-04_en.pdf 

Direct to Consumer Genetic Testing 
 

In the last decade genetic testing offered directly to consumers 
came onto the market as a new 'business model'. Until then, it 
had been carried out by specialised medical centres upon referral 
by doctors. New companies offering direct-to-consumer genetic 
testing via the Internet alone are constantly emerging. This has 
raised concerns regarding an uncontrolled growth of these 
services, their clinical validity and utility, and the possible harm 
to consumers who might be misled and insufficiently informed 
by the companies' advertisements. The project provides an 
overview of the current discussions among experts and public 
authorities and the present trends. Guided by an analysis of the 
market development and the pros and cons, possible options and 
needs for political intervention such as an amendment of the 
European Directive for In-Vitro-Diagnostic Devices are 
discussed. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa32and39_en.pdf 

Animal-based Welfare Monitoring The study examines the potential for introducing a European 
system of on-farm assessment of animal welfare using animal-
based indicators. Part 1 describes the scientific and techno-
logical state-of-the-art regarding animal-based welfare indicators 
and monitoring technology. Part 2 studies the socio-economic 
impact of introducing an animal-based welfare monitoring 
system on livestock production in EU Member States. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa28_en.pdf 

Looking forward in the ICT & Media 
Industries 
 
(December 2008) 

The study consists of a review of literature and expert opinions 
on current and expected technological and market developments 
in the field of ICT which have an impact on the media industry. 
In particular the impact of 'convergence' and 'Web 2.0/user-
created content' was addressed. The stock-taking part of the 
study provides up-to-date information about the position of 
European players in the global market for digital media – their 
strengths and weaknesses. A mid- to long-term foresight 
perspective was taken in order to identify emerging disruptive 
technologies and services likely to further change the media 
business. By taking current legislative and regulatory efforts into 
account, the study aims to indicate regulatory challenges and 
requirements stemming from the anticipated changes. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa34_en.pdf 
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Extending the pipeline — toward a 
comprehensive and coordinated EU 
approach to Poverty Related Diseases 
(Global human health II) 
 
(December 2008) 

The main question of this study, in view of the findings of the 
first phase, was how the EU can make a meaningful contribution 
to reducing the pharmaceutical gaps and ultimately to the 
enhancement of universal health. The project identified and 
reviewed the conditions, resources and collaboration required for 
joint, effective health research and drug development strategies 
in Europe and with third countries. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa19_en.pdf 

Naturally occurring and health 
compromising substances in plant-
derived foods: Do we have a problem? 
 
(November 2008) 

The project examined whether naturally occurring substances in 
plant derived foods pose any health problems. The focus was on 
naturally occurring plant-derived compounds and naturally 
occurring plant-derived allergens.  The purpose was to tackle 
new developments in basic research: industrial food processing; 
novel and functional food; and consumer knowledge and 
behaviour in order to determine whether there are problems 
which can be identified and which need to be dealt with by the 
European Union in the years to come. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa31_en.pdf 

The Future of European long-distance 
transport - Synthesis report  
 
(October 2008) 

The objective of the project was to contribute to policy 
clarification by providing a scenario for sustainable, efficient and 
less oil-dependent long-distance transport in Europe, for both 
passenger and freight transport. As an efficient transport system 
plays a key role in economic growth and welfare, the time 
horizon of the scenario was set as the year 2047. As such the 
project outlined the magnitude of change that is needed if targets 
should be fulfilled. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa37_en.pdf 

The Future of European long-distance 
transport - Scenario report  
 
(October 2008) 

In view of the above, the study analyses possible scenarios for 
the transport sector. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa27scenario_en.pdf 

Interactions between new technologies 
and the job market, flexicurity and 
training/vocational training  
 
(January 2008) 

The project objective was to provide a conceptual framework for 
the interaction between new technologies and job markets. Based 
on the actual development of the labour markets in Europe, the 
study concludes that the perspective is largely technology-driven 
and highlights the importance of vocational training as a central 
strategy to be incorporated in a comprehensive framework, such 
as flexicurity. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa23_en.pdf 

Assessment of the Safety of Tunnels 
 
(January 2008) 

The study identifies key factors contributing to catastrophic 
tunnel fires, including the prominent part often played by heavy 
goods vehicles, and establishes the need for a thorough 
assessment of the very old rail tunnel stock in Europe, 
recommending a ‘healthy mixture’ of prescriptive requirements, 
qualitative risk assessment and quantitative risk assessment. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa22r_en.pdf 
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Policy options for the improvement of 
the European patent system 
 
(September 2007) 

A cross-disciplinary working group examined potential changes 
to the patent system. Issues studied concerned balancing 
society/inventor benefits; remuneration-based patenting; systems 
for protecting rights and transparency. The study concluded with 
policy options as: insertion of the economic mission of the patent 
system in the European Patent Convention, enhancing 
governance within the European patent system, improving 
quality aspects in regard to patentability standards and patent 
grant procedures, dealing with emerging technologies, increasing 
access to patented inventions and facilitating defensive 
publications  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa16_en.pdf 

RFID and identity management in 
everyday life  
 
(June 2007) 

A number of case studies explored the choices available to users 
and owners of Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) systems in 
managing personal information, the degree to which the reason 
for information collection is made clear, how RFID is used in 
combination with other technologies and whether or not 
legislation applies. The findings were discussed in a workshop, 
whose outcome was fed into the final report. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa182_en.pdf 

The role of nanotechnology in chemical 
substitution  
 
(April 2007) 

On the basis of literature research, interviews were carried out 
with experts to identify the potential of nanotechnology to 
substitute chemical substances or processes which are hazardous 
for humans or the environment. In this report substitution is 
not restricted to the replacement of a hazardous substance by a 
less or non-hazardous substance. This broader meaning of 
substitution is applied as it is in the chemical context. The 
challenge of this project was to estimate a potential that has not 
yet been explored. The findings can be subdivided into seven 
categories: coatings, flame retardants, flexibiliser, substitution or 
reduction of solvents, catalysts, other examples: drug targeting 
and remediation. The project's investigations show that at present 
times NT cannot contribute in an exceptional manner to a large 
increase of substitution of hazardous substances. However, most 
of the interviewed or invited experts assign considerable 
substitution potential to NT for the future. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa181_en.pdf 

Alternative technology options for road 
and air transport  
 
(February 2007) 

The project compiled a catalogue of Alternative Technology 
Options for Road and Air Transport (such as hydrogen, biofuels, 
natural gas and others), relevant options were described 
technically and assessed with regard to their economic 
perspectives, their contribution to substitute fossil fuels in 
transport and their potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
as well as other pollutants. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa179_en.pdf 
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Gene, vaccine and immunotherapies 
against cancer: New approaches to an 
old problem  
 
(February 2007) 

The document is the final result of the technology assessment 
(TA) pre-study 'Future development of cancer therapy'. The 
mission of this pre-study was to give an overview of the state of 
research on cancer aetiology and therapy on the basis of 
available literature as well as an analysis of the status of cancer 
research in the European Framework Programme. During the 
project, the analysis became focussed on a more detailed picture 
of the most promising current cancer therapy approaches, i.e. 
gene therapy, vaccine therapy and immunotherapy 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa178_en.pdf 

Galileo Applications - Workshop report  
 
(January 2007) 

The project aimed to provide policy options with regard to the 
development phase of the European satellite navigation 
programme ‘Galileo’ by the organisation of a workshop with 
high-level experts representing the main actors of the 
programme. The problems identified were confirmed by the 
decision of the European Council in 2007 to seek alternatives to 
the Public Private Partnership (PPP) model. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa175_en.pdf 

Technology assessment on converging 
technologies  
 
(October 2006) 

The convergence of nano, bio, info and cognitive sciences can 
affect the way we think and live. A literature study of relevant 
publications and a vision assessment of future societal needs and 
challenges formed the basis for a high-level expert workshop 
exploring the science and technology domains that the EU 
should prioritise within converging technology in order to meet 
future societal needs and challenges. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa183_en.pdf 

Sustainable energy catalogue for 
European decision-makers  
 
(October 2006) 

This project incorporated the preparation of an energy catalogue 
describing selected energy technologies based on renewable 
sources and suitable for European use. The main purpose of this 
catalogue was to communicate the state of the technologies to 
non-experts, give an overview of the state of development and 
estimated levels of investment required, energy prices and 
potential production.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa176_en.pdf 

Antibiotics resistance  
 
(October 2006) 

Over the last 10 years a number of experts and organizations 
have developed recommendations for stopping or reducing the 
increase in antibiotic resistances. This report builds on the many 
contributions from other projects, it has taken as its point of 
departure that producing a long list of strategies would not be 
helpful. Instead it concentrates on identifying and expanding 
upon a small number of policies that the EU can be expected to 
drive and that can contribute to the containment of antibiotic 
resistance. They take into account the global nature of resistance 
and attempts to balance investments needed to reduce 
antimicrobial resistances versus the possible costs savings from 
an excess of specialised medical care and the immaterial costs in 
terms of human suffering. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa173_en.pdf 
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Strategies for the improvement of global 
human health  
(Global human health I) 
 
(August 2006) 

This study produced an inventory of tools, mechanisms and 
strategies that stimulate research for the development of 
medicines. It identified best practices and made concrete  
recommendations, identifying the barriers in the EU and 
Member States that block their development and explored  
innovative policy solutions that can further stimulate the 
development of priority medicines. The project conclusions may 
assist in filling gaps in global health by looking at issues of 
availability and affordability of medicines in the EU and 
beyond.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa177_en.pdf 

How to optimise the efficiency of science 
and research, the most important 
critical success factors of the high-tech 
economies  
 
(September 2005) 

The survey provides practicable solutions for raising 
substantially the efficiency of publicly funded academic 
research. It makes recommendations for raising efficiency  in 
experimental research using biotechnology as an example, in the 
operation of research infrastructure and in technical research 
processes. To this end, knowledge gained from commercial 
production processes is applied to research processes. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/stoa126_en.pdf 

 
 

Completed/ongoing Studies 
 

Current Policy Issues in the 
Governance of the European Patent 
System 
 
(Ongoing study) 

Building on the experience of the previous project ('Policy 
options for the improvement of the European patent system'), 
STOA aims to further enlarge the area of investigation in light of 
recent policy developments at the European level. Subject areas 
to be covered in the study are: the pendency time for getting a 
patent and the related backlog of patents that has risen 
considerably in the past decade, enhancing patent awareness 
within the European Parliament, patent enforcement, particularly 
in the case of SMEs, the regional dimension of Intellectual 
Property in Europe, patents and standardisation, use of existing 
patents and the impact of patents on competition. 

This study will appear on: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/default_en.htm 

Assessing the Potential of ICT to 
Increase Energy Efficiency and 
Fight Climate Change – Key 
Technologies and Prospects 
 
(Study to be published soon) 

The impact of ICT on energy efficiency/Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
emissions has two different aspects. On the one hand, ICT is 
discussed as a technology that enables an increase in energy 
efficiency and a reduction of energy consumption, as well as a 
reduction of GHG emissions in general. On the other hand, ICT 
(including consumer electronics) has itself become a significant 
energy consumer. The project aims at assessing the net ICT 
impact on energy efficiency/GHG emissions on the basis of data 
available in literature and in technical documents. The main 
focus is on energy efficiency and energy consumption, but other 
sectors are also considered. 

This study will appear on: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/default_en.htm 
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Future Energy Systems in Europe 
 
(Study to be published soon) 

The project aims to analyse both opportunities and challenges in 
the energy field in Europe, and specifically examine the nature, 
opportunities and priorities for the energy industry in different 
geographical locations. Through the use of scenario modelling 
tools the project illustrates that it is possible to fulfil the EU 
goals on improved security of supply and the environment in an 
economically efficient way and to provide a common 
understanding of the challenges, barriers and opportunities for 
the energy sector among industrial stakeholders and MEPs.  

This study will appear on: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/publications/studies/default_en.htm 
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