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 Press Release - Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) - 24.11. 2011


European Space Policy - MEPs outline actions to be prioritised in the
coming years


An adequate use and funding of space programmes such as Galileo and GMES and EU
strategies in the field of research and innovation and international cooperation are key
requests by the committee on Industry, research and Energy for an EU space policy that
benefits its citizens.


MEPs welcome the Commission's communication as a first step towards an EU space strategy and
consider that the EU should focus its efforts on the development of downstream space services at
the benefit of the citizens. The adequate use of space programmes such as Galileo and GMES
would lead to significant savings for the sectors involved and benefits to regions and local
communities, stresses the resolution drafted by Aldo Patriciello (ALDE, IT) and adopted with 45
votes in favour, 0 against and 3 abstentions.


"This report is an ambitious basis for a European space policy. Space activities are essential to
growth and development of our society. I hope that the plenary will strongly support the report in
order to five a strong signal to the Council and the Commission", says the rapporteur


Financing Galileo in the long-term


Galileo is the first satellite navigation system in the world designed for civilian use and could
enable the Union to remain independent in a strategically important field, MEPs consider. The
financing plan to be adopted for Galileo should ensure that long-term needs are able to be met and
that continuity is provided, they insist.


Including GMES funding in the multiannual financial framework for 2014-2020


GMES is a European Union's flagship programme playing a key role in earth observation and in
combating climate change and environmental degradation, stresses the text, underlining the
importance of GMES’s contribution to achieving Europe 2020 objectives and to supporting growth
and the green economy.


MEPs urge the Commission to complete the legislative framework and put forward a proposal for
effective governance of the programme. They also call on the Commission and the other
institutions to include financing for GMES in the multiannual financial framework for 2014-2020, the
inclusion of GMES funding in the multiannual financial framework would avoid wasting investment
to date in the Seventh Framework Programme of Research in the field of services and information,
they say.


Fostering research, innovation and international cooperation


The committee on Industry, Research and Energy asks the Commission to draw up a strategic
agenda in research and innovation in the area of space policy, in order to ensure consistency
between the efforts of the European Union in the field of R&D and those of the European Space
Agency (ESA) and the Member States.


It also calls on the Commission to draw up an international cooperation strategy, in collaboration
with the Member States and the ESA to strengthen dialogue in the space policy field with strategic
partners (the United States, the Russian Federation and Japan) and explore the possibility of
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establishing a similar dialogue with other emerging powers such as China, India and Brazil


Procedure: own-initiative


Vote in plenary: January


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/committees/view.do?language=EN&id=96890
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