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Energy efficiency: absolute versus relative targets
 
The advantages and disadvantages of absolute and relative energy efficiency
targets and the impacts these can have during recession periods were discussed
yesterday in the Energy Committee during a debate with experts.
 
Commission presented in June its proposal on a new Directive on energy efficiency. Main
points include the introduction of binding measures for Member States (such as annual
renovation targets for public buildings and annual energy savings for energy distributors
and sales companies) and further promotion of cogeneration of electricity and heat
(Combined Heat and Power (CHP)). However the proposal does not introduce a binding
energy efficiency target for Member States.
 
Absolute versus relative targets
 
Dr Wolfgang Eichhammer from the Fraunhofer Institute defended absolute targets, a
view also shared by Parliament's rapporteur on this Directive, Claude Turmes (Greens,
LU), saying that these targets are easier to achieve during periods of slow economic
growth whilst they set a clear message. Absolute targets -based on consumption- avoid
misguiding investments into supply options, they take into account rebound effects and
can induce net increases in GDP and jobs. Relative targets, such as energy intensity
targets (primary energy/GDP) can be very complicated and "if we create a complex model
or system we will not achieve our goals", he said. Fiona Hall (ALDE, UK) stressed that
"energy intensity targets can be achieved simply by growing GDP, without doing any
actual energy savings"
 
On the other hand Mr Vidal-Quadras (EPP, ES) warned that it is easier to achieve an
absolute target when the economy is going through a recession phase, but "this is fake",
he said, because it means that companies reduce production and thus they do not
consume much energy. "But this is not energy efficiency", he said. This view was shared
also by Mr Kariņš (EPP, LV) who used Denmark as an example of a country which
almost doubled its GDP without increasing its energy consumption. "In a recession it is
more costly to be efficient" but when growth comes it is better to be prepared and have all
the necessary technologies available.
 
Finding a compromise
 
Prof. Joachim Weimann from the Otto-von-Guericke University Magdeburg suggested a
compromise could be found by transforming the 20% aim into equivalent CO2 reductions.
"To reduce the use of energy always goes along with some kind of costs", he said, adding
that "European households and firms systematically ignore the challenges of energy use,
such as security of supply, competitiveness of European economies, climate protection
and sustainability".
 
Next steps
 
This Directive falls under the co-decision procedure. Energy Committee has already held

 

 
 

mailto:/O=EMAIL/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=INDU-PRESS


the debate on the draft report by the rapporteur Claude Turmes (Greens, LU). The debate
on the amendments tabled by other Committee Members will take place on 20 December
and the Committee vote - which will give the mandate to the rapporteur to start
negotiations with the Council (trilogues) - is scheduled for 24 January 2012 (provisional
timetable).
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LINKS
 
Watch the recorded event (VOD)
 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy
 
 
Proceedings on the "Workshop on 'Energy Efficiency' - Savings Obligations, Public Building Targets
and the Promotion of CHP" (17.10.2011) 
 
 
Proceedings on the Workshop on 'Financing energy savings and energy efficiency in Europe'
(04.10.2011)
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