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Summary

Subject Visit to Northern Greece

Objectives

Main objective:
The North-western part of Greece is the most mountainous part of 
Greece and covers areas that belong to the Region of Epirus (among 
the less developed regions in the EU) and the Regions of Central and 
Western Macedonia. 

A huge handicap of this area is the lack of an adequate infrastructure 
linking its productive centres with the other productive hubs of Greece 
and the EU. A list of major projects under construction in the area and 
funded by the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund are expected to 
unleash the local development potential. 

Members of the Delegation will have the opportunity to evaluate in 
practice how projects funded by the Structural Funds and Cohesion 
Fund can decisively influence the local development in regions with 
complex geographic features such as mountainous regions.   

Specific objectives:
In view of the financial crisis and related economic downturn that is 
strongly affecting Greece, the Committee on Regional development 
visited Northern Greece with a view to:

 Explain to responsible Ministers the committee's view that in order 
to ensure a solid recovery from the unprecedented financial crisis 
and despite the need for budgetary restraint, it is necessary to 
ensure that Cohesion policy receives at least the same resources 
for the forthcoming programming period as it enjoys at present; 
and as promised by the European Commission, extraordinary 
measures to prevent any projects stops, due to scarce national 
contributions caused by austerity plans implementation;

 Learn how the 2010 Greece administrative reform of local   
authorities entering into force since 1st July 2011 will have a 
positive impact on the management of EU funds and the 
implementation of the policy, especially its levels of absorption;

 Be informed about ongoing programmes and projects and see them 
in action  on the ground;

 Assess the import of the Greece government's position on financial 
resources for the post 2013 policy and the forthcoming 
negotiations;
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 Note the different positions between central and local government 
authorities as to the necessity of ensuring adequate EU funds.

Date 13 to 15 July 2011

Places Thessaloniki, Kozani, Kastoria and Ioannina

Participants

The delegation consisted of 4 Members and substitute Members of the 
Committee on Regional Development: MEP Lambert Van Nistelroij 
(EPP, Netherlands), Chair of the delegation, MEP Constanze Angela 
KREHL (S&D, Germany), MEP Radvilė MORKŪNAITĖ-
MIKULĖNIENĖ (EPP, Lithuania), MEP Derek VAUGHAN (S&D, 
United Kingdom). 

MEP Markus PIEPER (EPP, Germany), registered as a member of the 
delegation, cancelled his participation on Friday 8th July. 

4 Greek elected members of the Committee on Regional Development    
also attended the visits of the delegation : MEP Rodi KRATSA-
TSAGAROPOULOU (EPP, Greece), MEP Georgios
STAVRAKAKIS (S&D, Greece), MEP Michail 
TREMOPOULOS(Greens, Greece), MEP Charalampos  
ANGOURAKIS ( GUE, Greece).
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13 July

The programme of the delegation started in the morning at the hotel in Thessaloniki 
by a briefing by the Chair of the delegation on the general situation of cohesion policy 
in Greece,  that was given by the officials of the European Commission, DG Regio in 
charge of Greece, before leaving Brussels. 

The first meeting began in the afternoon in Thessaloniki's City hall with a meeting 
with Mr Xynidis, Deputy minister for regional development along with regional and 
local authorities : after listening to the specific challenges of Cohesion policy in this 
region, the new decentralization of the administration (Kallikrates) just entering into 
force since the First of July, as well as the current general economic and financial 
context  in Greece in general, an exchange of views began on the future of cohesion 
policy in Greece. Participants of this meeting came to the conclusion that this strong 
crisis Greece is facing can be turned positively into an opportunity to strongly 
reinforce and improve the implementation of cohesion policy, especially for the 
projects of this region. 

A visit to the first project of Thessaloniki Metro was a strong opportunity for project 
leaders and local authorities, to explain the reasons of the delays that are mainly due 
to unexpected archaeological discoveries during the works: it convinced the MEPs 
that this delay should not stop EU funding for this key urban development project. 

A visit to the main regional TV ET3, that has signed a cooperation agreement with the 
EP in Greece, gave the MEPs the opportunity to deliver to the media the first 
outcomes of this delegation. 

The day ended with an evening reception offered by the president of the regional TV 
and informal discussion.

14 July

Members visited the Lake Koronia early in the morning, and had the possibility to 
gain more insight into the use of ERDF for environment measures, and the main
reasons why this project did not work in a satisfactory way (The European 
Commission in January 2011 referred Greece to the European Court of Justice for its 
failure to protect Koronia). The second project was a visit to the Vergina ruins, the 
royal tombs of the father of Kind Alexander of Macedonia: The total EU funds 
allocation amounts to EUR 7.000.000 and it covers the third stage of restructuring of 
the royal tombs and of the palace. This famous touristic site is a catalyst to develop 
the economy of the region. 

The visits went on with the main important project financed through cohesion policy 
in Greece:  the motorway Egnatia Odos, that the MEPs used to go on their journey : 
this new 670 km West-East motorway in Northern Greece has ended up with the
millenary isolation of the Northern Greece regions, enabling to foster economic 
development and trade for the Epirus region (it used to be the poorest region of 
Europe with massive waves of emigration in the past) now easily linked with 
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Thessaloniki, the second main city of Greece: It encompasses 50 exchangers, 350 
access roads, 1650 bridges (40 Km) and 76 tunnels (50 Km), due to many important 
mountains in this area. 

A welcome lunch in Kozani followed by a en exchange of views with the regional and 
local authorities enabled to have a frank discussion on the main problems this region 
is facing :  being the first energy producer in Greece, the level of GPD per capita is 
quite overrated (above 75% of the EU average) and does not reflect the real 
business and economic situation in Western Macedonia : MEPs could announce their 
support and the project of the European Commission to create an intermediate regions 
category that could help this kind of region between 75% and 90% of the EU average 
GDP per capita. Then followed presentations of a selected number of EU funded 
projects aiming at increasing e-connectivity and developing renewable energy 
sources. 

The media were present to interview the Chair of the delegation and then the Greek 
MEPs: the media interest for this visit since the first day become increasingly 
stronger, particularly in these difficult times Greece is living. 
  
Afterwards the group visited the main Company of Waste Management of Western 
Macedonia and then travelled to Kastoria, the capital of fur production in Greece:  the 
decline of fur industry has boosted the development of alternative activities such as 
cultural and natural tourism, the city being famous for his preserved lake and its 
winter activities: the visit of the Cavern of Drakos, financed by EU funds enabled to 
see the most emblematic tourism project.  This visit of Kastoria ended by a splendid 
dinner and further discussion with the Local Authorities in a restaurant surrounding 
the city. 

The city of Ioannina was reached late in the night, thanks to the Egnatia Odos 
motorway. 
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15 July

The last day of the delegation started with a Round table at the Region of Epirus' 
offices with the regional and local Authorities: they went on explaining from where 
the region was coming (the poorest region in the EU a few years ago) and what could 
be achieved thanks to EU funded key projects such as energy, infrastructure and 
environmental projects that transformed now the region in a model within the country 
to follow.  The current challenge is now to reinforce the help to Small and Medium 
enterprises that have now access to quality infrastructures but need further financial 
and technical support to emerge within the region. 

The MEPs ended their meeting by thanking the local Authorities for providing them 
written suggestions on what could be improved in the EU Cohesion policy regulation, 
in order to prepare the adoption of the new legislative framework in the European 
Parliament in the forthcoming months. 

The media followed the delegation to the visit of an EU-project funded at the main 
hospital of Ioannina (a new centre dedicated to the alcoholism and drug abuse 
rehabilitation). 

The delegation ended its programme by a lunch reception at the Region of Epirus' 
offices and by informal discussions with the regional authorities: 
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Concluding remarks

This delegation succeeded in convincing the MEPs that EU structural funds, through  
adequate and targeted projects can turn initially disadvantaged territories of Europe 
into huge potential for sustainable growth and jobs: they are confident that Greece 
central administration and local authorities will now better work together to manage 
and accompany the implementation of these projects and increase the absorption of 
EU funds : they became optimistic, that in spite of the huge difficulties Greece is 
facing now, there is an open space, with the strong support of cohesion funds, for 
paving the way for a new Deal in Greece 2020. 

In general, the objectives set by the delegation are considered to be achieved, and 
thanks to the very fruitful and frank discussion with the Greek officials met there, 
went beyond expectations.
All MEPs agreed on the vital necessity that the European Parliament fully supports 
Greece efforts towards the current events happening there, even also by reinforcing 
the efficiency of overall management of structural funds. They also agreed on the 
reinforced necessity to go on striving for that Solidarity amongst EU members, which 
remains the essence of the European Construction project.  
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