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European Globalisation Fund: debate on the refusal by Council to extend crisis 
derogation 

MEPs debated today in plenary the decision of the Employment and Social Affairs Council 
on 1 and 2 December 2011 not to extend until 2013, the crisis exceptional measures of the 
EGF, introduced in 2009.

"The European Union has not designed many instruments as the European Globalisation Fund 
(EGF) to support workers in times of economic downturn. It is quite a disappointment to see how 
a blocking minority of Members States refuses to express solidarity with workers who are made 
redundant because of the crisis. With unemployment reaching a peak of around 10% and GDP 
being nearly flat, there is no sensible reason to stop responding to the social distress of European 
citizens. These Member States are jeopardizing one of the roots of the EU which is about 
solidarity. We count on the Presidency to unblock the situation following the EP's clear message", 
says Pervenche Berès (S&D, FR), Chair of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs.

"What is incredible is that some of the countries in the blocking minority have successfully 
accessed the EGF for their own citizens who have been made redundant due to the crisis. Now 
they are saying to citizens from other EU Member States that they cannot access the fund under 
the same conditions, it will now be more difficult. That is a very poor example of solidarity", says 
Marian Harkin (ALDE, IE), rapporteur on the new EGF regulation for the 2014-2020 period.

On 29 September 2011, the Parliament approved without amendment, in a resolution passed with 
498 votes in favour, 63 against and 13 abstentions, a Commission proposal to extend, until the 
end of 2013, the possibility of making aid of the EGF available to a wider group of people who 
have lost their jobs due to the economic crisis. The European Globalisation Adjustment Fund 
(EGF) has been operational since 2007. In May 2009, prompted by the economic crisis, the 
European Parliament voted to change EGF rules so as to widen the scope to include job losses 
due to the crisis.
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