
 
 

 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy - 20.12. 2011

 
Financing the GMES programme through the EU budget, MEPs say
 
MEPs disagree with a Commission's Communication aiming at regulating the
funding of the GMES programme in the future through an intergovernmental
agreement. In a resolution unanimously approved today, they are calling for a
legislative proposal for the long-term governance of the programme financed
under multiannual financial framework.
 
The Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) programme is one of the
two European Union's space flagship initiatives, playing a key role in earth
observation to combat climate change and environmental degradation, and ensuring
civil protection and security, MEPs from the Industry, Research and Energy committee
reminded. The GMES programme offers economic, social and technological benefits
for Europe, says the resolution by Norbert Glante (S&D, DE) unanimously approved
with 42 votes in favour.
 
So far the GMES programme has been financed through the EU budget. However, the
Commission indicated in a Communication that after 2013, the project will be financed
through intergovernmental funding. "This will be hugely detrimental for the future
development of the programme which will lose its European dimension and it is a sign
of disengagement by the EU from this flagship initiative", MEPs say.
 
The Industry, Research and Energy committee therefore calls on the Commission to
issue a legislative proposal for the long-term governance, funding and operation of the
GMES programme. Financing GMES outside the multiannual financial framework is
not a viable solution, underlines the resolution.
 
Procedure: resolution
Vote in committee: 42 in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions
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This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the European
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