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Under the co-chairmanship of Mr Paweł KOWAL (Poland) and Mr Borys TARASYUK 
(Ukraine) the Seventeenth Meeting of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
was held in Kyiv on 24-25 November 2011. The Committee exchanged views with 
Mr Volodymyr PAVLENKO, Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade, on behalf 
of the Government of Ukraine with H.E. Mr Jose Manuel Pinto TEIXEIRA, Head of the EU 
Delegation to Ukraine, on behalf of the European Union, and representatives of the EU 
diplomatic corps accredited in Kyiv.

The Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (PCC):

On the state of play of relations between Ukraine and the EU

1. Reiterates that the relations between Ukraine and the EU should be based on common 
values and a common history and that the EU acknowledges and welcomes the European 
aspirations of Ukraine; notes that further deepening of the relationship between Ukraine 
and the EU will be determined by the implementation of reforms and further focus on 
common values;

2. Takes note of the Resolution of the European Parliament on the current situation in 
Ukraine adopted on 27 October 2011, which emphasized the deepening of relations 
between the EU and Ukraine as well as the great significance of the European perspective 
of Ukraine stemming from Article 49 of the Treaty of the European Union, provided that 
all criteria, including the principles of liberty, democracy, respect for human rights, 
fundamental freedoms and the rule of law are met;

3. Calls for the Ukraine-EU Summit scheduled for 19 December 2011 to provide a platform 
for a swift finalization of the negotiations on the Association Agreement thereby securing 
the conducive climate created by the commendable progress achieved in the negotiations 
between Ukraine and the EU;

4. Warmly welcomes the finalization of the negotiations on the deep and comprehensive free 
trade area between Ukraine and the EU, which pave the way to a gradual economic 
integration of Ukraine into the EU internal market, and encourages both sides to keep 
working closely together to extend the four freedoms to Ukraine prior to the finalization of 
the Association Agreement;

5. Calls for concrete deadlines to be applied for the establishment of a visa-free regime 
between Ukraine and the EU, rather than maintaining a long-term perspective, and 
therefore emphasises the Joint Declaration of the Summit of the Eastern Partnership in 
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Warsaw on 29-30 September 2011, in which the EU and the partner countries agreed to 
take gradual steps towards visa-free regimes in due course on a case-by-case basis 
provided that conditions for well-managed and secure mobility set out in two-phase action 
plans for visa liberalisation are in place; underlines the significance of the conclusions of 
the European Commission report of 23 September 2011 on Ukraine's progress towards visa 
liberalisation;

6. Reiterates its support for the conclusion of the Association Agreement between Ukraine 
and the EU, including its earliest possible signing and ratification; calls, therefore, for 
providing Ukraine with sufficient and adequate financial, technical and legal assistance 
during the implementation process of the Association Agreement and strengthening its 
administrative capacity by increasing all forms of available assistance;

7. In the view of the Paragraph 3 of the Resolution of the European Parliament, expresses 
hope that a fair, transparent and impartial legal appeal process of Yulia TYMOSHENKO 
will be ensured; stresses the importance of bringing the relevant law which is being applied 
since Soviet Union times into conformity with European standards and international law 
principles;  

8. Commends the cooperation between Ukraine and the EU in the field of energy and calls 
for the strengthening of this cooperation with the aim of securing energy supplies for both 
sides, including a reliable transit system for energy resources and a common response 
mechanism in case of disturbances or interruptions of energy resources deliveries;

9. Notes progress in implementation of the respective regulations of the EU-Ukraine 
Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation in the field of energy between Ukraine and 
the EU and also emphasizes the need to enhance collaboration in the sphere of 
diversification and safety of energy resources supply, energy consumption reduction, 
nuclear safety, energy market restructuring, power engineering infrastructure 
modernization and development, and conservation of energy and renewable energy sources
in line with EU targets on climate change;

10. Stresses the importance of continued cooperation within the framework of the Euro- Asian 
Oil Transportation Corridor project (EAOTK) aiming at construction of the Brody-Plock 
oil pipeline section and also connection of the Joint energy system of Ukraine to the 
ENTSO-E electric power system;

11. Points out the significance of further realization of the provisions of the Joint Declaration 
that stem from the EU-Ukraine Joint International Investment conference on 
Modernization of Ukraine’s gas transit system;  

12. Underlines that transport contributes significantly to Europe’s prosperity and calls for
strengthening the cooperation between Ukraine and the EU on infrastructure development,
taking into account the possibilities of TEN-T extension beyond the EU borders.

13. Stresses the importance of further implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding 
for the Establishment of a Dialogue on Regional Policy and Development of Regional 
Cooperation and its Action Plan for 2011; calls for finalization of the Action Plan on the 
Memorandum of Understanding for 2012 as soon as possible;
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14. Notes the value of the Pilot Regional Development Programme (PRDP) modelled on the 
EU Cohesion policy approaches and aimed at overcoming structural problems stemming 
from sharp economic and social disparities between Ukrainian regions;

15. Highlights the importance of the European Strategy for the Danube region (ESDR), which 
opens doors to new opportunities for EU macro-region territorial development; Underlines 
the importance of involvement of the neighbouring and accession countries, allowing 
extension of the EU practice of regional development to the whole Danube region; notes 
that Ukraine’s participation in the ESDR facilitates the countries' regional economic 
development, integration of national sectoral policies into the EU development plans, 
improvement of bilateral and multilateral cooperation with all the other countries in the 
Danube River Basin.

16. Points out the well-functioning local border traffic regimes between Ukraine and Hungary, 
Poland and Slovakia within the relevant bilateral agreements and therefore reiterates its 
call on all other neighbouring Member States of Ukraine to conclude the agreement on
local border traffic regime with Ukraine to facilitate conditions for border crossing by 
people residing in the border area;

17. Welcomes the legislative proposal of the European Commission to amend the Schengen 
Border Code (Annex VI) laying down the rules for conclusion of bilateral agreements 
permitting the carrying out of joint border checks on road traffic on the territory of 
neighbouring third countries, including Ukraine, and therefore calls on the European 
Parliament to swiftly consider those amendments, as once approved they would help to 
speed up border controls and increase legal certainty for travellers and border guards;

On internal developments in Ukraine 

18. Is of opinion that, since the 16th meeting of the PCC of 15-16 March 2011 in Brussels, the 
internal situation and swift pace of both positive as well as negative developments in 
Ukraine resulted in a high level of international attention, which has not always been 
beneficial for EU-Ukraine relations;

19. Reiterates the call of the European Parliament for the Ukrainian authorities set forth in its 
Resolutions to keep on delivering the essential systemic reforms needed to bring the 
country closer to European norms and standards;

20. Encourages the Ukrainian authorities to follow best European and world practices as well 
as engage national and foreign expertise while implementing a number of important 
reforms, in particular administrative, budget, tax, customs and pension reforms;

21. Expects that the ambitious development agenda of Ukraine based on the Program of 
Economic reforms for 2010-2014, which is being implemented, as well as the efforts that 
have been made so far, will ensure economic growth and greater industrial production in 
the country;

22. Believes that the return of Ukraine firmly back on track of stable economic development 
shall now be consolidated by means of a firm approach to the strengthening of democracy, 
human rights and the rule of law in the country; 

23. Flags the importance of next year's parliamentary elections in Ukraine, which should 
continue the good tradition of free and fair elections in the country, preceded by an open 
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and democratic electoral campaign, and therefore remains of the opinion that certain 
improvements are needed to enhance the electoral system and practice in Ukraine, which 
ought to reflect the Joint Opinion of the Venice Commission and OSCE/ODIHR;

24. Welcomes the intention of the Ukrainian authorities to take further action on the 
improvement of legislation on the status of judges and the judiciary in the country and 
therefore encourages in this respect due consideration of the Venice Commission Joint 
Opinion of 18 October 2011 on the Draft Law Amending the Law on the Judiciary and the 
Status of Judges and Other Legislative Acts of Ukraine, as well as the respective 
recommendations of the European Parliament expressed in its Resolution on the current 
situation in Ukraine adopted on 27 October 2011;

25. Is aware that the most serious criticism of the draft Law Amending the Law on the 
Judiciary and the Status of Judges stems from the Constitution and therefore encourages 
the Ukrainian authorities to take this conclusion of the Venice Commission into account in 
the constitutional reform process;

26. Keeps following closely the constitutional reform in Ukraine and hopes it will be kept in 
an inclusive manner and with the engagement of European expertise to provide for its 
consensual nature and a clear separation of powers and effective checks and balances 
between state institutions, which would strengthen the credibility, stability, independence 
and efficiency of Ukrainian institutions;

27. Takes note of the efforts exerted so far by the Ukrainian authorities to fight corruption in 
Ukraine, in particular the Law on the Foundations of Prevention and Combating 
Corruption, having reflected some of the recommendations of the Group of States against 
corruption (GRECO); calls on the Ukrainian authorities to address the remaining 
recommendations of GRECO, provided in the framework of the first and second evaluation 
rounds; warns however the Ukrainian authorities not to use the fight against corruption in 
a selective manner; hopes that Ukraine's fight against corruption will bring tangible results 
leading to a safer economic environment in the near future;

28. Flags the need for further strengthening the rule of law and for a credible fight against 
corruption in the country, as both are essential not only for deepening of the relations 
between Ukraine and the EU, but also for the consolidation of democracy in the country, 
which strives for European integration; 

29. Encourages all political forces in Ukraine, both in the opposition and the ruling coalition, 
to keep the pro-European reform agenda of priority with the aim of democratic, political 
and economic progress in the country along with the standards and values enshrined in the 
EU and in the future Association Agreement between Ukraine and the EU;

30. Stresses the importance of the Government of Ukraine taking immediate steps toward the 
improvement of the business and investment climate in the country with a view to ensuring 
dynamic economic growth;

31. Further reiterates the necessity to reform the regional and local governmental authorities 
aiming at decentralisation of the power distribution in the country;
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On cooperation in the common neighbourhood

32. Takes note of the progress made within the Eastern Partnership since the Prague Summit in 
2009 and therefore welcomes the results of the second Summit of the Eastern Partnership 
in Warsaw on 29-30 September 2011, which proved that the Partnership stays ambitious 
and supportive of the sustainable reform processes in the EaP countries, including Ukraine, 
with a view to accelerating its political association and economic integration with the EU;

33. Is aware of the process of the review of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and 
believes that these efforts will result in greater stressing of the reference to Article 49 of 
the TEU and assertion of the EU membership perspective for those Eastern Partnership 
countries that have declared their aspiration to accede to the EU and are the most 
committed in adopting and implementing pro-European reforms; thus the conclusion of 
association agreements with those countries does not exclude this perspective but can, on 
the contrary, be an important step towards further European integration;

34. Salutes the activity of the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly, which, after a long period of 
preparatory discussions, has this year started to deliver parliamentary monitoring of EaP 
activities and developments, having assembled twice in the format of a fully-fledged 
Parliamentary Assembly and having adopted the agenda for its future activities in 2011 and 
2012; 

35. Regrets however that the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly at its first ordinary session in 
September 2011 in Strasbourg was not able to agree upon its Recommendations to the 
Summit of the Eastern Partnership; therefore calls for all partners to work closely together 
for the sake of effectiveness of the Euronest PA;

36. Welcomes the resumption of the official negotiations in the 5+2 format for the settlement 
of the Transnistrian conflict and therefore reiterates the importance of strengthening 
cooperation between Ukraine and the EU in the area of the foreign and security policy, in 
particular in the regional framework;

37. Commends the effective work of the EUBAM Mission done so far as an example of 
mutually beneficial and successful EU-Ukraine co-operation and supports the prolongation 
of the EUBAM mandate for another period, which both sides deem appropriate.
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